REYNOLDS  HISTORJCAL 
GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


COLLECTIONS 

OF  THE 


_GEORGIA^ 

HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

V.:: 

VOL.  III.  3 

WITH  AN  APPENDIX. 


S.W.VNNAH: 

FWHTEI)  AI  THE  .MORNING  NEWS  OFITCE, 

1673. 


1726903 


Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1873,  by  the  Georgia  Historical  Society, 
in  the  OtBce  of  the  Librarian  of  Congress,  at  Washington  City. 


i 


>; 


j 


CONTENTS. 


PAGE. 


I.  Prefatory  Note  by  the  Publishing  Committee v 

II.  Letters  from  General  Oglethorpe  to  the  Trustees  of  the 

Colony  and  others,  from  Oetober  1735  to  August  1744....  1 

III.  Report  of  Governor  Sir  James  Wriglit  to  Lord  Dartmouth  on 

the  Condition  of  the  Colony,  September  20,  1773 158 

IV.  Letters  from  Governor  Sir  James  Wright  to  the  Earl  of 

Dartmouth  and  Lord  George  Germain,  Seeretaries  of 
State  for  Ameriea,  from  August  24,  1774,  to  February 
16,  1782 180 


APPENDIX. 

I.  Anniversary  Address  of  Col.  Charles  C.  Jones,  Jr.  Subject ; 

Casimir  Pulaski 385 

II.  Address  of  Richard  D.  Arnold,  31.  D.,  on  the  Organization  of 
the  Georgia  Historical  Society  md  of  the  Savannah 
Library  Association 416 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016 


https://archive.org/details/collectionsofgeo31geor 


\ 

PREFACE. 


Througli  the  researches  of  Mr.  G.  W.  J.  DeEenne,  of  this 
city,  a gentleman  who  has  devoted  much  time  to  historical 
inquiry,  the  Georgia  Historical  Society  became  aware  of  the 
fact  that  copies  could  be  obtained  from  the  British  Colonial 
Office,  of  valuable  manuscripts  connected  with  the  early 
history  of  the  Colony  of  Georgia. 

On  a subsequent  visit  to  England,  Mr.  DeEenne  was 
empowered  by  the  Society  to  procui’e  copies  of  such  valuable 
documents  appertaining  to  the  liistory  of  Georgia,  not 
hitherto  printed,  as  could  be  found  in  the  Colonial  Office. 
The  Society  thus  obtained  copies  of 

1st.  The  Letters  of  General  Oglethoi-pe  to  the  Tmstees  of 
the  Colony,  commencing  October  29th,  1735,  which  was  the 
period  of  his  return  fr-om  his  first  \dsit  to  England  after  the 
settlement  of  the  Colony,  and  ending  August  24th,  1744. 

2d.  Letters  fr*om  Sir  James  Wright,  Governor  of  the 
Province  of  Georgia,  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  and  Lord 
George  Germain,  Secretaries  of’  State,  and  others,  in  which 
he  narrates  the  local  events  of  the  War  of  Eebellion  by  which 
the  Thirteen  Colonies  became  separated  from  the  mother 
country. 

It  is  believed  that  few,  if  any,  of  the  letters  contained  in 
this  Collection,  have  ever  before  been  printed,  thougli  extracts 
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PREFACE. 


! vi 

from  some  of  tliem  may  be  found  in  biographical  sketches  of 
I General  Oglethorpe,  Sir  James  Wright,  and  others. 

I In  addition  to  these  letters,  Mr.  DeKenne,  who  has  been 

recently  elected  its  President,  has  kindly  presented  to  the 
I Society  a copy  which  he  had  obtained  for  his  own  use,  of  a 

Kepoid  on  the  Condition  of  the  Province,  made  by  Governor 
i Wright,  in  the  year  1772,  in  reply  to  certain  specific  inqiimes 

from  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth.  This  Eeport  is  considered  very 
valuable,  as  containing  a reliable  account  of  the  state  of  the 
I Colony,  immediately  prior  to  the  Eevolution. 

In  the  publication  of  these  papers,  the  Committee  have 
i carefully  abstained  from  any  alteration  of  the  copies  in  their 

• possession,  the  copies  themselves  conforming  as  closely  as 

i possible  to  the  originals.  In  a very  few  instances,  they  have 

inserted  a mark  of  punctuation  where  it  was  absolutely 
! necessary  to  a recahj  understanding  of  the  writer’s  meaning. 

!■ 

i The  Publishing  Committee. 

Savannah,  August  1,  1873. 
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HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS. 


Letters  from  General  Oglethorpe. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  H.  YERELSTA 

29  Oct.  1735. 

^ The  Doi\:n's  Oct.  29tli,  1735. 

Sir, 

I find  that  foi’  want  of  a Husband  to  put  the  things  regu- 
larly on  board  the  200  Deals  are  absolutely  lost.  Perhaps 
they  Avere  never  put  on  board.  This  will  be  a A’ery  great  dis- 
appointment and  I must  either  expose  the  people  to  Fluxes 
by  lying  in  the  open  aii-  upon  their  first  landing  or  else  delay 
the  Settlem*  till  I can  get  Boards  salved  in  Georgia  the  con- 
seipience  of  Avhich  delay  I cannot  yet  tell.  The  charge  Avill 
1)0  A’ery  great  of  keeping  the  shi]As  upon  Demurrage  besides 
the  danger  of  a general  satisfaction  amongst  the  people. 

If  you  do  not  send  the  Seeds  by  us  you  had  better  send 
them  to  the  Seeds-man  & get  the  Money  back,  for  sending 
them  by  Harbin  or  Thompson  they  will  arrive  so  late  that 
they  will  be  useless  this  Year  Y be  spoiled  before  next.  In 
my  last  I desired  they  might  be  sent  by  Nicholson  if  you 
could  not  send  them  by  tin'  Stage  Coach.  But  if  you  cannot 
send  them  to  Portsmouth  time  enough  for  us  to  take  theni  in 
you  had  better  return  them  to  the  Gardiner  for  I find  that 
any  .'^llip  that  is  not  already  in  tin'  Downs  will  be  too  late. 

. With  respect  to  Ca[)t.  Thoiipison  I think  you  had  better 
loft  it  as  it  was,  that  he  should  go  from  Bristol  A’  Harbin 

^ P.  K.  O.  (.ioortiia.  15.  T.  vol.  lU,  p.  2'J. 
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LETTEKS  FEOM  GENEEAL  OGLETHORPE. 


from  London.  To  send  Passengers  and  Goods  from  Bristol 
to  London  in  order  to  go  to  America  is  doufrling  the  expence 
and  length  of  tlie  voyage  for  the  being  out  of  the  Channel 
which  the  Brist(jl  people  are,  is  one  half  of  the  voyage  to 
Georgia.  For  Harbin  to  go  to  Bristol  would  be  still  worse 
for  all  the  passengers  he  has  on  board  will  be  eating  and 
losing  time  A the  Servants  perhaps  provoked  to  dissert. 

I wish  you  could  send  to  Portsmouth  a Quart  of  Datfy’s 
Elixir.  AYe  can  find  but  one  little  Chest  of  Medicines  (that 
on  boar<l  Thomas)  so  I have  divided  it. 

The  AVinds  hang  westerly  A I fear  we  have  lost  our  Oppor- 
tunity by  staying  for  Thomas’s  Ship.  If  Ave  had  sailed  the 
Day  I Avent  on  Board  Ave  should  })rol)alAly  by  this  time  have 
been  at  the  Maderas.  My  hundde  seiw^^^  to  all  the  Gen: 

I am, 

Your  Friend 

Jamies  Oglethorpe. 

[Addrt.^sed-] 

To 

Mr.  Yerelst,  at  the  Georgia  Office 
in  Old  Palace  Yard 

M^estmr. 


Free 


J allies 
Oglethoqie. 


GENEPtAL  OGLETHOBPE  TO  H.  A^EBELST.* 

2 Nov.  17:^5. 


Cows  Novr.  2nd,  1735. 
Sir, 

(’npt.  Thomas  A Ca])t.  C’orinsh  gaA'<‘  me  notice^  on  Saturday 
last  that  tlmy  enuld  continue  their  \Ayagt'  tin'  W ind  lu  ing 
fair  llieret'ore  tlioy  mu'^t  be  alloAVt'd  1 )eiiiun'age  t ill  avc  l('ave 
this  Harbour.  liie  i\*ople  are  all  Avt*ll  iV  Captain  Gascoigne 
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will  be  ready  to  sail  mtIIi  ns  on  Tuesday  Night  or  Wednesday 
morning. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your  humble  Serv^’ 

James  Oglethorpe. 

P.  S.  I send  you  by  the  Portsmouth  Coach  a Box  with  the 
Themomiter  which  was  broke.  Pray  let  it  be  canied  to  Mr. 
Scarlets  to  be  mended  & send  it  me  over  by  the  first  ship. 

[Addressed] 

To 

Mr.  Verelst  at  the  Georgia  Office 
in  Old  Palace  Yard 

Westmr. 

■Cl  ( James 

I Oglethorpe. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  H.  YERELST.* 

19  jSTov.  1735. 

Cows  Road  Novr.  19th,  1735. 

Sir, 

I have  received  the  Letters  with  an  Acc*^  that  Thompson  is 
to  follow  me  soon  and  am  very  much  obliged  to  the  Tnistees 
for  their  great  Diligence  to  support  me  by  the  speedy  send- 
ing what  in  the  hurry  was  forgot.  The  delay  of  the  ^lan  of 
War  has  occasioned  a vast  deal  of  Charge  A will  occasion 
much  more  A also  give  me  an  infinite  deal  of  trouble  to  re- 
tri(^V(^  th('  loss  nf  th('  Season  bnt  T ho])e  bv  the  Blt'ssing  of 
God  we  shall  be  a!)U‘  to  go  tlii'o'  the  Ihuhataking  tlio’  not  in 
so  full  a mamua-  as  1 should  have  b(‘en  taiabled  to  d('>  had  1 
arrived  tlnaa^  by  this  time'  as  1 ])robably  might  have'  done 
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LETTERS  FROM  GENERAL  OGLETHORPE. 


had  I met  with  no  Delays  from  Thomas’s  Ship  nor  fr-om  the 
Man  of  War. 

I have  ordert^d  the  Captains  to  draw’  out  the  Accounts  of 
DemuiTage  A Port  Charges  A have  advanced  them  some 
Money  on  the  Acco^^  of  the  Ships  of  which  Mr.  Moore  will 
before  w’e  sail  send  you  the  ])articulars.  I have  also  laid  in 
Refr'eshmeiits  of  several  kinds  the  Fowls  Greens  Ac.  being 
most  dead  consumed  or  spoiled.  X)ur  People  are- very  healthy 
A very  orderly ; excepting  two  Women  Servants  Ann  Harris 
Serv^  to  the  Trust  A Eliz^  Wlieeler  Servant  to  Mr.  Hoidon 
whom  I have  set  on  shore  for  drinldng  and  indecent  behaH- 
our  I have  also  set  on  shoi*e  the  Surgeon’s  Serv*  (he  having 
the  Itch)  ck  Pobinson’s  Servant  wln^  has  stole  for  wdiicli  his 
Master  had  him  whipped  A’.  I have  turned  him  ashore  A shall 
in  their  ] daces  take  four  others  wdiose  Names  Moore  will  send 
you.  / 

Pray  send  Bradley’s  Goods  by  Thompson,  Bradley  has 
taken  another  Servant  for  the  Trust  on  board  the  Thomas,  a 
Brick  mak(U'  A a very  useful  Man. 

I wish  you  w’ould  put  the  Trustees  in  mind  of  the  Saw  Mill 
A let  me  know  by  what  Ship  I may  expect  it.  Pray  let  me 
know  what  is  become  of  the  Seeds  : if  they  had  been  sent 
down  to  Portsmouth  by  Land  I should  by  this  time  have  had 
them.  Give  my  liumlde  Service  to  all  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Board  A believe  me  to  be 

Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Seiw^- 

P.  S.  The  Wind  continues  Southwardly  but  seems  as  if  it 
would  come  to  the  Eastward  howsomever  write  to  me  and 
direct  it  to  be  left  with  the  Post  Master  at  Cows  A’  give  him 
orders  to  send  it  back  to  you  if  I am  gone. 

Novr.  ‘20th,  1735. 

i,.y^  wiun  AViiid  IS  coTiK'  a Httle  to  tlic  Eastw'ai’d  of  the 

t'ho  s'hi'iVi  ^*’^dh  A'  the  Whaitlun'  b«dng  very  moderate  we  have 
thbTAaMn*'  Yciituri'd  oiit  tlio'  it  it  shonhl  bh)w  hard  it  may  bo 
dang(‘rous.  But  soimuhing  must  1k'  hazanh'd  when  the  ex- 
pellees A tlie  ill  consequences  ot  Delay  are  so  considerable. 
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I send  you  tins  by  the  Pilot  we  being  now  past  the  Needles. 
The  Man  of  War  and  Thomas  are  in  company  Avith  us. 
Pray  send  me  the  Gen^  Acco^  of  how  the  Trustees  Cash 
stands  for  you  forgot  to  give  it  me  Avhen  I came  aAvay. 

Yarmouth  Road  Noat:.  21st. 

The  Wind  changing  and  Weather  groAAung  bad  Ave  Avere 
obliged  to  put  in  here.  The  Man  of  W ar,  Thomas  A W e are 
aU  AA’ell  A at  anchor  in  a safe  place. 

{A<Jdressed^ 

To 

Mr.  Yerelst  at  the  Georgia  Office 
in  Old  Palace  Yard 

Westmr. 

Free  James 

Oglethorpe. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  H.  YERELST.^ 

3 Dec.  1735. 

Sir, 

I am  veiw  ghxd  that  you  have  mentioned  to  me  that  you 
intend  to  send  over  the  Mill  by  Capt.  Pearcy,  because  I have 
noAv  time  to  acquamt  you  that  if  you  should  send  it  by  him 
it  A\lll  be  entirely  useless  to  us,  for  you  may  depend  upon  it, 
that  tho’  Mr.  Wragg  enters  into  the  strictest  agTeem*  it  is 
impossible  for  Pearc*y  to  touch  at  Tybee.  If  he  should  fall 
in  first  to  the  Southward,  as  the  Beacon  is  not  yet  up,  he  can- 
not tell  by  tliat  Coast  Avhether  it  is  Tybee  ov  Augustine,  and 
he  Avill  not  A'enture  in  unless  there  be  a Pilot  Boat  to  fetch 
him  in  and  all  the  Pilot  Boats  Avill  bo  Avith  me,  thm'efore  lie 
Avill  naturally  go  into  ('has.  Toavu  and  have  a very  good 
excuse  for  so  doing.  If  he  falls  to  the  Northward,  he  cannot 
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beat  up  from  Cliaiies  Town  to  Tybee  against  the  Gulpli 
Stream  without  gi-eat  difficulty,  therefore  he  will  certainly  go 
into  Charles  Town,  and  the  necessity  of  the  Seas  -will  be  an 
excuse  against  every  Covenant  and  if  he  does  go  into  Charles 
Town,  besides  the  great  Exju^nce  of  bringing  up  the  Mill  it 
will  be  almost  sure  y^  Cooper  and  Smither  will  be  debauched 
from  us  and  then  our  Mill  will  be  of  no  use  for  there  are  peo- 
ple in  Charles  To^vn  who  would  willingly  promise  a Mill- 
wright two  or  tlmee  hundred  pounds  a year,  for  promises 
which  they  never  design  to  keep  are  ready  to  them  and  they 
would  perhaps  advance  them  15  or  20  Guineas,  and  they  will 
employ  People  to  make  them  drunk  and  then  get  them  to  run 
away  & hide  themselves  for  some  time  & then  go  up  & work. 
They  have  afready  seiwed  us  so  upon  several  occasions,  there- 
fore if  you  desiiu  tliat  the  Mill  should  be  of  any  use  it  is 
necessary  you  should  remonstrate  in  the  strongest  terms  to 
the  Trustees  not  to  send  it  by  any  Ship  but  one  bound  direct- 
ly for  Georgia  and  which  hath  no  cargo  at  all  for  Charles 
Town.  You  may  venture  to  send  y®  Stonehorse  (which  I 
have  given  to  the  Trustees  if  they  care  to  be  at  the  charge  of 
sending  it)  and  the  Mares  of  which  I shah  speak  more  here- 
after, by  Pearcy  to  Charles  Town,  for  they  cannot  give  them 
Rum  nor  Debauch  them  aAvay  from  us.  Mr.  Wragg  told  me 
at  Gravesend  he  thought  he  could  take  them  at  £10:  p^-head 
which  would  not  be  dear,  was  he  obliged  to  deliver  them  alive 
& we  not  to  pay  freight  until  they  were  delivered  at  Charles 
Town  to  the  Trustees  Order,  for  if  you  pay  freight  before  and 
they  die  there  may  be  a suit  for  it. 

I want  to  know'  what  news  of  poor  Frank  Harbin,  he  is  a 
man  who  I think  Avould  be  very  useful!  and  wdio  I have  a 
value  for.  Pray  let  me  know  what  is  become  of  the  Seeds 
which  Bradley  l)espoke. 

Send  me  4 Spirit  Levels.  I have  sights  for  to  fix  them  in. 
YMu  may  ask  for  them  at  Mr.  Scarlets  in  Thrift  Street  Soho. 

The  "Wind  still  continues  4Vesterly  and  Southerly.  On  the 
20th  of  the  la.st  month  tiie  Y ind  coming  hasLCily  we  sailed 
for  the  Needles  as  I nnmtioned  but  the  W ind  coming  about  tc) 
South  Y est  and  blow  ing  vejy  hard  we  wen'  obligt'd  to  run  in 
again  and  (God  1)C  praised;  got  to  a safe  lload.  That  niglit 
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several  sliips  wliicli  could  not  get  in  were  lost,  two  being 
wreckt  on  the  22nd  on  the  South  part  of  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
and  one  upon  Portland.  One  got  in  here  having  lost  her 
head  and  masts  in  tlie  storm,  but  the  Hawk  Sloop,  Thomas 
and  We  got  in  here  without  any  damage.  Ever  since  have 
been  strong  storms  at  South  and  West.  I must  omti  if  I had 
not  been  overborn  by  the  sea  Captains  I should  have  kept  to 
sea  from  the  20tli  and  not  have  come  in  again,  but  have  beat 
up  agahist  the  S.  W.  Wind  and  would  rather  have  run  tlie 
risque  of  the  seas  than  of  staying  here.  But  the  sea  officers 
were  my  humble  servants  for  that  they  valued  their  flesh 
more  than  I did  my  bones.  It  is  very  possible  we  might  have 
weathered  tlie  Start,  and  if  so  we  might  have  got  into  Ply- 
mouth Harbour  but  if  not,  we  must  have  been  lost,  and  I 
had  rather  have  run  the  danger  of  my  life  at  sea  than  have 
risqued  the  losing  the  season  of  the  year  in  Georgia  and  the 
sickness  which  may  probably  happen  to  the  people  by  lying 
here.  Several  are  already  ill.  I had  a fever  which  forced 
me  to  keep  my  bed  three  days  but  am  now  perfectly  recov- 
ered. Mr.  Johnson  was  so  ill  of  a Feaver  too  that  he  was 
forced  to  be  sent  to  Portsmouth  and  if  he  recovers  will  go  to 
London.  Several  of  our  people  are  sick  of  Feavers  and 
other  distenqiers  for  nothing  is  so  unwholesome  as  staying 
on  board  ships  when  they  lye  still,  tdl  this  is  the  conse- 
quence of  waiting  for  the  Man  of  War  till  the  Easterly 
Winds  were  past.  I desire  you  would  show  the  Trustees 
this  letter. 

I have  nothing  more  to  say  Imt  to  again  repeat  the  not 
sending  any  Passengers  or  Servants  by  Ships  bound  for 
Charles  Town  or  who  have  any  C’argo  for  that  place. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe. 

Cowes 

tlie  Jrd  Dec.  17^15. 
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u:rrEiis  from  gexer.yl  oglethorpe. 


[Addr€ssed~\ 

To 

Mr.  Harman  Yerelst  at  tlie  Georgia 
Office  in  Old  Palace  Yard 

Westminster. 


Free 


James 

Ogletlioi*pe. 


Indorsed  Eec'^  the  8th  Dec. 


GEiSEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  H.  YEEELST.^ 

10  Deo.  1735. 

From  the  Needles  Dec.  10th  1735. 

Sir, 

God  he  praised  we  at  last  have  got  an  Easterly  wind  in  the 
morning  Sc  weighed  anchor  at  Nine  of  the  Clock.  I have 
settled  the  account  of  Demurrage  for  the  Ship  Simond  with 
Mr.  Puny  Sc  have  paid  the  Capt.  some  Money  on  the  account 
which  is  inclosed  to  Mr.  Simond.  I thought  it  necessary  and 
just  to  pay  for  all  the  passengers  as  well  for  tliose  on  their 
own  acc^  as  those  on  the  Trust:  for  as  they  were  detained  to 
their  loss  by  our  orders  I thought  it  unjust  for  to  make  them 
pay  Demurrage.  The  3rd  article  is  for  the  Pork,  3 P>airels 
of  which  I send  back  Sc  the  101  Pieces  of  the  Barrel  which 
was  opened  were  so  bad  that  I gave  it  away  to  the  Boat  men 
that  attended  the  Ship  who  dried  it  ashore  and  made  some 
use  of  it  and  this  made  them  more  diligent  in  attending  us. 
The  15*  was  for  bringing  on  board  fresh  water  over  c'i:  above 
the  Ships  allowance  which  I gave  to  enable  the  Passengers 
to  wash  up  the  Ijinnen  they  had  dirtied  during  our  stay  in 
Hailumr  1 fiirnislied  ITuur  Y Plumbs  to  make  1‘iuldeiis  by 
the  Peoples  desire  instead  of  the  Pork  Y which  I believe  will 
be  more  wholesonie  and  it  would  be  right  to  order  that  upon 
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the  Pork  Days  each  Mess  should  have  but  one  piece  of  Pork 
of  2ib  & instead  of  the  other  Piece  of  Pork  to  have  2ft)  of 
flour  & J a of  Plumbs  allowed  besides  their  Pease. 

I have  laid  out  a great  deal  of  Money  for  Extraordinarys 
for  the  People  & la^dng  in  new  Stocks  of  Refreshm^®  & also 
for  Medecines  &c.  The  great  Chest  being  stowed  so  low  in 
Thomas  that  we  could  not  get  at  it  for  our  People  have  been 
very  sickly.  The  acco^^  Moore  will  send  you  at  large  and  I 
believe  it  will  be  best  to  make  them  up  all  together,  for  sev- 
eral Servants  have  been  put  away  & Expences  have  accrued 
in  getting  others.  I have  advanced  Thomas  Money  on  acc^ 
of  the  Demurrage  of  his  Ship. 

We  have  had  some  imeasiness  amongst  the  Sliips  Crew 
who  did  not  treat  the  Passengers  in  the  manner  they  ought 
to  have  done  & Cornish  was  much  afraid  of  disobliging  his 
men  who  came  at  last  to  that  height  of  insolence  that  whilst 
he  was  ashore  getting  of  Provisions  the  second  mate  en- 
couraged some  to  throw  water  upon  the  poor  Boys  that  be- 
longed to  the  Passengers.  I hearing  a noise  went  out  to 
desire  him  to  quiet  the  disorder  which  he  refusing  to  do  & 
answering  with  great  Insolence  & the  Seamen  sa^dng  that 
they  would  stand  by  him  one  Sc  aU  I sent  him  on  board  the 
Hawk  Man  of  War  & took  a well  qualified  young  man  from 
thence  for  our  second  Mate.  The  Men  since  this  Example 
have  been  very  quiet  & obedient. 

Piobinson’s  Coats  shrink  intollerably.  Some  of  them  that 
touched  the  mens  heels  do  not  now  touch  the  bottoms  of 
their  Coats. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Serv^ 

[Adh'essed']  J.  Oglethorpe. 

To 

Mr.  Yerelst  at  the  Georgia  Office 

in  the  Old  Palace  Yard  Westmr. 

-p  , ^ J allies 

Oglethorpe. 
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GENEKAL  OGLETHOKPE  TO  THE  TEUSTEES.^ 

13  February  1735-6. 

Feb.  13.  1735-6  On  Board  the  Simonds 
IN  Tybee  Eoad. 

( Dunbar,  Peter  & James,  Cp“  Diamond  y®  Two 
( Brothers  Cp"  Thomson  ct  y®  James  Cp^.  Yokeley. 
Gentlemen, 

I am  arriyed  here  where  I found  y®  Prince  of  W ales  Cap^ 
on  demurrage  I begun  by  hastning  the  discharge  of  them.  The 
first  was  Capt.  Dunbar’s ; that  being  at  the  largest  expence 
I mustered  the  Peo]>le  and  find  they  ammint  to  one  hmidred 
sixty  three  whole  Heads  u liieh  is  three  less  than  the  muster 
on  the  *20tli  ot  t)etoi)er  befoi-e  Proyost  Hass(X‘k  at  Inyerness ; 
one  of  them  having  run  away  and  two  having  been  set  ashore 
because  they  would  neither  pay  their  passage  nor  indent  as 
seiwants  of  the  Trust. 

I found  that  17  Heads  had  j^aid  their  passage.  I agreed 
with  Mr.  Pury  That  the  three  Heads  which  run  aw'ay  or  were 
set  on  shore  as  aboye,  before  they  sailed  slfi^  be  deducted, 
which  reduces  the  Heads  to  be  paid  for  by  the  Trust  to  146 
W'hole  Heads  and  he  did  not  persist  in  insisting  on  Passage 
for  these  three  Heads  as  you  w*ill  see  by  the  Account ; I pro- 
ducing a like  instance  of  y^^  Proceeding  with  Mr.  Bag.  As 
he  gaye  up  that  he  said  that  he  believed  Mr.  Mackay’s 
Daughter  was  above  the  age  of  a year  and  a half  Y’  upon 
enquiry  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  so  A y^  y^  setting  her  down 
at  a year  and  a half  Avas  a mistake  of  the  AVriter,  since  her 
name  was  carried  out  into  the  column  of  ages  Avhereas  none 
under  the  age  of  two  years  was  carried  out. 

With  respect  to  the  list  of  the  })ersons  who  paid  their  oavu 
passage,  of  the  servants  of  the  trust  and  the  servants  of  pri- 
vate persons  it  stiinds  thus.  The  trust  ordered  Mr.  Hugh 
Mackay  A Mr.  Dunbar  to  raise  100  Men  free  or  st'rvants  and 
for  that  purpose  allowed  to  them  the  free  [>assage  of  ten  serv- 
ants over  A above  the  lOO.  They  farther  allowed  them  to 
.'take  50  Head  of  Women  A Children  and  agi’oed  with  Mr. 
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Simmonds  to  send  a ship  about,  which  he  w*^  not  do  unless 
they  agreed  for  130  Men  Heads  certain.  This  may  have 
led  the  tnist  into  the  mistake  That  they  were  to  raise 
only  130.  The  method  they  took  in  the  raising  these  men 
was  according  to  the  Custom  of  that  Country.  They  were  to 
bring  the  Entei-prise  into  vogue  with  the  chief  gentlemen,  but 
as  they  were  unused  to  labour,  they  not  only  permitted  but 
obliged  them  to  bring  each  a laborious  servant  ca})able  of 
supporting  him.  Some  of  them  paid  their  own  passage  and 
that  of  one  out  of  two  servants.  Others  paid  passage  for 
their  servant  & took  the  benefit  of  the  Trust  passage  for 
themselves.  Besides  this  there  were  some  who  having  numer- 
ous families,  wanted  a farther  assistance  of  servants  & there- 
fore Mr.  Dunbar  gave  to  them  the  passage  of  four  servants 
which  was  his  right  for  having  raised  forty  of  the  hundred 
men.  He  therefore  thought  he  ought  to  set  them  dovm  as 
paid  because  they  were  paid  for  in  account,  by  his  not  apply- 
ing the  passage  of  those  4 servants  to  his  own  use.  By  this 
means  they  have  not  only  raised  their  100  Men  10  Servants 

50  other  Head,  but  they  have  landed  in  Georgia,  one  hun- 
dred seventy  seven  Persons  amounting  to  163  Heads  who 
were  mustered  at  Inverness,  beside  Mr.  Baily  & fom*  Servants 
who  came  on  board  some  Hours  before  the  ship  sailed.  Out 
of  these  the  Trustees  paid  for  only  146  Heads,  whereas 
tliey  allowed  them  to  give  passage  to  160  Heads.  And  out  of 
these  146  several  are,  servants  to  the  Trustees,  their  Inden- 
ures  vith  blank  Endorsements,  for  y®  use  of  y^  Trust,  being 
in  my  Hands. 

As  to  the  Demurrage  of  the  Prince  of  IV ales,  it  runs  very 
high ; as  they  had  a fortunate  passage  A I was  delayed.  This 
I mentioned  before  I left  England.  Mr.  Dunbar  sent  the 
people  away  in  open  boats,  as  fast  as  pc^ssible  to  Alatamaha 
A the  day  they  went  the  charge  of  victuals  on  board  the  Ship 
ceased,  as  you  will  find  on  the  account.  But  as  there  were 
not  Boats  sufiicient  to  carry  them  all  at  once  61  Heads  were 
^ont  away  7 days  afti'r  their  arrival  which  makt'S  6 days  De- 
murrage. Forty  six  Head  and  a Half  more  were  sent  away 
Icby.  4,  more  b»)ats  being  then  procured.  Mr.  Dunbar  also 
made  another  saving  by  permitting  those  who  were  able  to  go 
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up  to  Savaimali  and  Joseph’s  Town  where  they  maintained 
themselves  at  theii*  o^\m  expense,  some  till  the  Boats  went  to 
the  Southward  ct  some  till  my  arrival.  The  charge  prevent- 
ed hereby  amounted  to  £1,  13s.  8d.  per  Day. 

I am  obhged  to  allow  Demurrage  for  the  ship  tiU  she  is  out 
of  sight  of  Land.  And  if  I was  to  leave  that  to  Hazard  for 
the  time  of  sailing,  her  Ballast,  her  Water  & other  Prepara- 
tions the  Easterly  winds  might  set  in  & occasion  another 
month’s  Demurrage  as  there  was  at  Cows.  I have  therefore 
settled  that  DemmTage  at  12  Days  & whatever  Delays  may 
happen  the  Trust  can  be  charged  with  no  more.  I take  Mr. 
Dunbar  with  me  to  the  Southward  to  introduce  me  to  the 
Highlandmen  A instruct  me  a little  in  their  manners.  There- 
fore I allow  a Pilot  for  the  ship  t(^  the  Bar  of  Charles  Town. 
The  Highlandmen  have  these  three  weeks  had  cpiiet  posses- 
sion of  the  Alatamaha  and  agi*ee  very  well  with  the  Indians. 

The  Servants  that  are  on  accoimt  of  Patrick  Mackay  A 
John  Cuthbert  are  to  be  paid  for  to  the  Trust  by  them  in 
Provision  A labour  A ^^ill  help  to  supply  the  wants  of  those 
Hands  we  mist  of  in  Germany.  With  respect  to  Hugh  Mac- 
kay it  is  He  that  contracted  with  us  and  commands  the  Party 
at  Alatamaha.  As  he  has  been  veiy  serviceable  A as  the  Im- 
barkation  which  he  heads  are  tlie  only  men  that  have  com- 
plied -with  their  Agreement,  I think  there  could  be  no  Objec- 
tion to  his  being  allowed  Ten  Si'rvaiits.  But  I do  not  find  he 
is  allowed  one  excc})t  those  allowed  l)v  his  Capitulation,  being 
his  proportion  of  the  Ten,  for  raising  the  100  Men. 

As  to  G.  Dnnbar  he  has  none  tiiat  I can  see  charged  to  the 
Trust,  exct'pt  he  be  understood  to  be  concerned  in  those  of 
Cuthbert  which  are  to  be  paid  for.  And  the  giving  Credit  for 
Servants  to  these  Gentlemen  is  no  more  than  what  the  Tnist 
daily  does  to  the  English  wliich  is  very  advantageous  since 
they  gain  a man  to  the  Country  A are  repaid  for  his  Passage. 
Mr.  Baily  parts  with  one  of  his  .servants  A'  by  the  nionev  so 
raised  ]>ays  tlie  ]>a"'<:igc  of  liini^»lf  A tie'  rest. 

I have  sent  you  lJ>ts  thr  Pi*oplr  pursuant  to  v'' ilesii’o 
A having  iiuuh'  u])  tln'  an'ount  with  3Ir.  Pury  find  that  the 
remainder  diu‘  to  i\lr.  Simon. Is  for  tin'  freight  of  Passt'iigers 
on  board  the  Prince  of  \\  ah  s i.>  eighty  pounds  as  per  account 
which  I have  sigin‘d. 
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With  respect  to  the  Bill  £33,  9s.  6d.  drawn  by  Mr.  Dunbar 
on  the  Tnistees  for  Wine  it  wns  pursuant  to  the  Trustees 
Order  dated  August  23  signed  by  you.  In  the  same  order 
wore  the  Plads  Ac.  HoAvever  as  the  Tinstees  do  not  think 
tlie  Claret  proper  for  their  keeping,  I take  it.  But  as  I know 
by  fatal  experience  that  the  want  of  Claret  or  Florence  (be- 
ing st^i^tick  whines)  wns  of  very  ill  consecpience  in  the  flux,  I 
lm\*e  bought  of  Mr.  Mountague  four  Hogsheads  on  the  stores 
aoi‘ount,  which  I have  disposed  of  as  follows,  Hz : — To  the 
.Governoui*  of  Augustine,  One  Cask.  To  Ebenezer,  Two; 
The  Rest  to  the  Store  at  Savannah  for  the  sick  of  the  whole 
Province. 

GOD  be  praised  all  the  people  are  in  Health,  nor  has  one 
died  at  Sea  either  on  board  us  or  Capt.  Dimbar. 
The  T^wn  jf  Savannah  is  in  good  Order  A much  increased 
in  Buillirs  gs.  The  People  who  come  at  their  own  charge  live 
in  a ma’''  ter  too  expensive  wdiicli  will  make  sumptuary  laws 
necessa)  r for  the  Province.  I wall  write  a particular  Letter 
alxuit  the  Indian  Aflairs  wdiich  the  Carolina  people,  have  in 
vain  .strove  to  put  into  confusion  Tomo-Chawchi  has  maintain- 
C(^  the  Tmstees  Interest  among  the  Creeks  till  my  arrival. 

lid  the  French  haHng  insulted  the  Chocktaws  have  made 
them  zealous. 

The  People  at  Ebenezer  are  very  discontented  A Mr.  Von 
K“ck  A they  that  come  with  him  refuse  to  settle  to  the  South- 
ward I was  forced  to  go  to  Ebenezer  to  quiet  things  there  and 
have  taken  all  the  Proceedings  in  WTiting.  Finding  the  people 
t‘re  only  ignorant  A olistinate  but  without  any  ill  Intention, 
I (‘onsented  to  the  changing  of  their  Towm.  They  leave  a 
sweet  place  wdiere  they  had  made  great  Improvements,  to  go 
into  a Wood.  I have  raised  100  Workmen  at  diflerent  Pays, 
but  one  with  another  they  come  within  the  sum  limited.  I 
ii:i\e  also  ordered  50  Rangers  A have  taken  up  a Sloop  A 
bought  her  Cargo  A shall  draw  for  it,  being  all  Provisions. 

I am,  •’  . ' • • ■ . V ' - 

Gentlemen 

Your  very  Humble  Servant 

James  Ogla:thurpe, 
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[Addressed] 

To 

The  Hon^^®  the  Trustees 

for  establishing  the  Colony  of 
Georgia 

on  His  Majesty’s  Service. 


GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  [THE  ^ f i:S.]* 

27  February  1735-G. 


On  board  the  Symond  in 
the  27th  February 

Gentlemen, 

ColL  Bull  is  eoine  dovui  to  me  with  Letters  froi  ,a- 

tenant  Governor  k assemi  )ly  of  Carolina  of  wh*.  id 

you  copies  inclosed.  AVe  were  seperated  from  the  of 

War  at  Sea,  and  she  is  not  yet  arrived.  I tliouglit  t 

way  both  for  the  health  of  the  people  and  for  the  sa  f 

Charges  would  be  to  carry  down  these  two  Ships  to  tl 
tamaha  k land  the  Passengers  at  once  from  on  board  b 
Capts.  having  no  Alan  of  AVar  nor  Pilot  that  knew  tlie 


did  not  dare  go  with  such  large  ships  till  a small  vesse 
tried  the  Entry.  I agreed  witli  Capt.  Yoaklev  A pu 
board  him  grt\at  part  of  Thom]>son’s  Cargoe,  he  was  so 
in  getting  ready  that  I was  at  Ebeiiezer  A'  had  returned  a^ 
k seeing  no  end  of  the  Delays  a New  A'ork  Slnup  (*oniing  ii 
the  Eoad  loaihal  ivith  a wi'll  sort(‘d  (’argoe  of  Provisi( 
bought  the  Cargo  on  condition  yt  >he  should  go  up  A ihr 
them  on  St.  Simon  and  tlu'  Ca])t.  of  tlie<t‘  two  ships  wtait 
in  her  to  sound  tln^  Ban-,  1 went  within  Jiand  A'  having  ])asseo 
bv  Skidawav  A'  TIiuih l'  ib< )lt  botli  whieh  art-  in  a \*-rv  g;>od 
scituatioii  1 arrived  at  minion  tlie  b'^tli  A found  the  Sloop 
and  a Dtdachnumt  of  men  whom  I had  sent  with  lu'r  there. 
The  Capt.  gave  me  an  account  that  they  Inul  met  w'ith  seven 
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fathom  water  all  the  way  in  excepting  one  place,  where  they 
had  l)ore  too  near  the  shore  and  so  found  shoaly  water.  We 
immediately  got  np  a house  and  thatched  it  with  Palmettoes, 
dug  a Cellar,  traced  out  a Fort  with  4 Bastions  by  cutting  up 
the  Turf  from  the  ground,  dug  enough  of  the  Ditch  & raised 
fiiough  of  the  Bampart  for  a Sanijde  for  the  Men  to  work 
upon. 

On  the  22(1  a boat  arrived  vdth  a Detachment  of  the  Work- 
nuui  tt  the  same  day  I left  8t.  Simon  rowing  up  the  Alatama- 
ha  3 hours  I arrived  at  y^  Scotch  Settlement  which  they 
d(*sire  may  be  called  Darien.  They  were  all  under  Arms 
upon  seeing  a Boat,  and  made  a most  manly  appearance  with 
their  Plads,  .>road  Swords,  Targets  A Fire  Arms,  the  latter 
of  which  V '^re  very  bad,  of  which  the  person  who  furnished 
them  shoi^^^  be  informed.  Some  of  the  Carolina  People  on 
tlieir  firsts  r.nding  near  Savannah  strove  to  discourage  them 
by  saying  diat  the  Sj^aniards  would  shoot  them  as  they  stood 
upon  thij  ground  where  we  placed  them  fr’om  the  houses  in 
tlnp- Fo  A Why  then  said  the  Highland  men  we  wili  beat 
th  1 . out  of  their  Fort  A shall  have  Houses  ready  built  to 
Vn  in.  They  have  mounted  a Battery  of  4 pieces  of  Can- 
m n,  built  a Guard  house  a Store  house  a Cliappel  A several 
L litts  for  particular  people  A one  of  their  men  dying,  the 
' hole  people  joyned  A they  built  a house  for  liis  "widow.  Mr. 
lugh  Mackay  who  commands  there  has  shovui  himseif  an 
''xc(‘llent  Olhcer,  in  all  the  Dispositions  which  he  has  made,  - 
and  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  Trustees  A also  that  they 
-■^lioul'  -.  speak  for  the  continuance  of  his  leave  of  absence  A 
ob  .tin  Commission  for  liim  to  sell. 

Mr.  M’pherson  with  the  Piaiigers  having  marched  over  land 
from  Savannah  arrived  at  the  Darien  before  I left  that  place 
>>o  Miat  there  is  a Communication  opened  for  Horsemen  be- 
tw  the  two  Towns. 

Gn  Monday  I set  out  from  the  Darien  and  on  Tuesday 
lU'/lit  came  on  l)oai'(l.  Tlit'  ('aptains  ndunied  last  night  with 
*ii  acco*  that  for  want  of  tinu‘  A'  comenitmcy  tliey  could  not 
^‘!id  a ])assago  over  the  Barr  sulUci(Uit  to  i*arry  in  these  ships, 
hut  that  there  is  no  doubt  a good  Chanm*!  may  be  found  by 
a Man  of  War  who  has  hands  sutlicient. 
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Yoakley  is  sailed  and  the  Weather  very  blustring  God 
knows  what  is  become  of  him. 

They  have  discovered  a Channel  big  enough  to  carry  in 
Captain  Dymond  so  shall  put  as  much  on  board  him  as  I can 
and  shall  cany  the  rest  in  Perrivauguas  and  small  Craft  down 
the  Inland  Passage.  This  Tvill  be  vastly  expensive,  but  can- 
not now  be  avoided. 

I have  issued  out  £431  in  Notes.  The  Merchants  are  very 
greedy  of  them  and  I believe  some  will  be  soon  in  England. 

I have  drawn  upon  you  for  £500.  Sterhng  in  Payment  of 
the  Sloop’s  Cargo,  and  paid  the  remainder  of  the  value  of  it 
amounting  to  200  and  odd  Pounds  Currency  here. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  hum^^®  serv* 

James  Oglethorpe. 

Mr.  Wesleys  are  gone  up  to  Toma-chi-chi  Mico  and  live 
with  Mrs.  Musgrove  m his  Neighbourhood  six  miles  from 
Savannah  wdiere  he  has  built  a new^  Town. 

I have  sent  Major  Kichards  an  Officer  belonging  to  Caro- 
lina with  an  armed  Boat  to  conduct  Mr.  D Empsy  who  was 
sent  by  Sir  Thos.  Fitzgerald  with  letters  from  himself  and 
from  the  Spanish  Sceretary  of  State  to  the  Governour  of  St. 
Augustine  he  set  out  from  here  a week  ago  so  that  in  a few' 
days  I shall  have  an  account  how'  things  go  there. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  THE  TRUSTEES.* 

2 March  173(>45. 

Tybee,  March  2d,  1736-5. 

Sir, 

I have  drawn  a set  of  Bills  at  30  days  sight  for  i;200  stal- 
ing payable  to  C’uloiiel  Bull  or  Order  wliieli  is  upon  aeeo^  for 
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2 Houses,  Frames  & boards  of  sawed  C\^ress  which  he  had 
ready  against  mv  arrival  & which  are  now  going  np  to  St. 
Simons  & for  sending  them  np  & other  charge.  I have  writ 
to  the  Trustees  at  full  how  things  go. 

Gent""’ 

The  above  is  Copy  of  a letter  of  adduce,  sent  you  from 
Tybee  road  I desire  you  would  facilitate  y®  paym*  of  the  said 
Bills  & beheye  me  to  be  Gent“- 

Youi’  most  obed*  hum^^®  sery^ 

James  Oglethorpe. 

To  the  Hono^^^  the  Trustees  for  Establishing 
the  Colony  of  Georgia  in  America  at  their 
Ouice  in  Old  Palace  Yard 

Westmr. 

London. 


GENEKAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  H.  TEEELST.^ 


2 Maeoh  1736. 


S"’ 


March  2,  1736. 
Tybee  Creek. 


I haye  di-aym  a set  of  Bills  at  Thirty  days  dated  March  2, 
1736  for  two  hundred  pound  sterling  payable  to  Col.  Bull  or 
order,  which  is  upon  acco*  for  tAvo  houses  frames  A boards  of 
saAy’d  Cypress  which  he  had  ready  for  me  ag^  my  arrival  A: 
which  are  now  going  up  to  St.  Simons  A'  for  sending  them  up 
A:  other  charges.  I have  writ  to  the  Trustees  at  full  how 
tilings  go.  ^loore  is  so  busy  in  loading  A'  unloading  the 
Stores  ot  tlie  two  Sliijis  into  otlnn-  Yessi'ls  y*  lu'  has  not  V('t 
b«M>n  able  to  write.  A great  many  of  tlie  stores  ai'('  damagi'd 
l>articularly  on  board  d'lioni] »son,  sonn'  h'w  lost  of  av*'*  3b>oro 
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LETTERS  FROM  GENER*LL  OGLETHORFE. 


will  give  you  an  acco*-  I have  also  drawn  for  £500  Sterling 
from  St.  Simons  in  foiu’  sets  of  Bills  of  Exchange  being  in 
paid  of  paym^  for  y*  paid  of  y®  sloop  Midnight’s  Cargo 
w^^  belonged  to  y®  OMUiers,  y^  w^^  belonged  to  y*^  Master  I 
bought  and  paid  for  in  Currency  beside.  I am,  S’"’ 

Your  very  humble  seiw*’ 

James  Oglethorpe. 


{^Addressed]  To 
Mr.  Verelst 

At  the  Georgia  Office 

near  y®  House  of  Lords 
Westminster. 


GENEKAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  THE  TEUSTEES.* 

3 Maeoh  1735-6. 

Gent""’ 

I have  drawn  u])on  you  for  £200  Sterling  pay^^®  to  Mr. 
Chas.  Purry  at  one  usance  It  is  for  Cash  to  buy  Horses  for 
the  Eangers  and  sho'^  have  been  paid  hi  Georgia  Bills  but 
that  throwing  too  many  of  them  out  at  once  would  nin  them 
doMui  I am  just  setting  out  for  Frederica  A am 
Gent“ 

Your  most  humble 
& obed^  Serv*' 

James  Oglethorpe. 

Tybee  3 March  1735-6 
[Add  res-sed]  To 

The  hoffi'*''  the  Trustees  for  establishing  the  Colony  of 
Georgia  in  America  at  their  Office  in  Old  Palace  Yard 

AVestniin^tor. 
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GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  THE  TRUSTEES* 

16  March  1736. 

Frederika — On  the  Island  of 
St.  Simon’s  in  Georgia  Mar.  16,  1736. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  at  last  gott  all  People  to  St.  Simons,  but  y® 
charges  of  Demurrage  A y®  shipping  have  been  intolerable, 
nor  are  our  goods  half  come  down,  having  been  ol)liged  to 
frciglit  two  ships  for  bringing  them.  One  of  them  The  James 
('apt'*  Yokley  is  anived  A boldly  came  up  to  y®  place  where 
our  Town  is  to  be  settled  A rides  in  three  fathom  water  with- 
hi  ten  yards  of  y®  Fort  walls.  Diamond  who  commands 
y®  other  ship  is  not  yet  arrived.  We  have  built  Bowers 
thatched  with  Palmetto  for  about  half  y^‘  Inhabitants  A by 
y®  end  of  this  week  I hope  every  Family  where  women  are, 
will  have  a Bower  wind  A water  tight  upon  their  Lot.  A 
party  of  people  are  sowing  for  y®  next  l^ears  Crop.  I have 
aheady  shown  every  man  his  Town  Lot.  About  forty  of 
y®  Workmen  are  already  come  up  A some  are  joining  us  every 
Day.  The  Man  of  War  A y®  King’s  Independent  Company 
are  not  yet  arrived.  But  the  Indian  King  Tomo  Chachi  A 
Ills  Nephew  Tooaiioghoni  A the  Beloved  Man  Umpechee  who 
wta-e  in  England  with  me  have  joined  us  with  a Party  of 
Indians  A declared  y^  they  will  hve  A die  by  us.  Tliey 
agi'eed  that  we  shall  possess  the  Island  of  8t.  Simons,  but 
reserve  that  of  St.  Catharine  to  themselves.  The  War  Capt. 
Hillispilli  was  sent  before  my  arrival  by  Tomo  Chachi  up  to 
y®  lower  Creek  Nations  to  keep  up  our  Interest  with  them  A 
would  liave  brouglit  down  a large  Body  of  men,  but  I have 
(k'sinnl  Tomo-Cliaclii  y^  He  may  bring  no  more  tlian  200, 
that  being  sutticient  for  any  service  we  can  have  for  them. 

llu*  Higldanders  are  viuy  ready  upon  all  Occasions.  We 
have  no  aijswt'r  ytd  from  Augustima  Yt'sterda.v  iMr. 

Hngli  Mackey  arrived  licrt'  and  gave  an  account  y^  lie  with  a 
L«‘tachinent  of  twelve  of  the  new  raised  Rangt'rs  under  his 
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LETTEKH  FliOM  GENERAL  OGLETHORPE. 


Conimaud  luid  coiidiicted  Mr.  "Walter  Augustin  as  far  as 

Darien,  Avdio  had  nin  a traverse  line  fi-oni  the  town  of  Sa- 
vannah to  the  Town  of  Darien  upon  the  Alataniaha  in  order 
to  kiK^w  where  to  lay  out  y"'  Road  het^seen  y*"  two  Rivers 
which  we  now  find  will  be  ninety  miles.  I shall  send  you  a 
Copy  of  their  Journal  as  s(jon  as  I can  get  it  transeril)ed. 

Tomo-Chachi  A I at  his  Desire  go  out  tomorrow  to  hunt' 
y®  Bufialoe  as  far  as  the  utmost  extent  of  his  Dominions 
towards  Augustine.  We  shall  then  know  how  far  y^*  Lands 
possest  by  y*'  English  Ccjiifederate  Indians  extend.  Tomo- 
Chachi  is  willing  that  Ave  should  settle  upon  any  place  Avithin 
his  Lands  provided  the  LoAver  Creek  Nations  agTee  to  it. 
God  be  praised  there  is  not  so  much  as  one  of  the  Persons 
dead  that  cirme  from  Europe  Avith  us. 

The  Saltzbuight'i's  are  mightily  diseontented  A I cannot 
find  the  real  reason  of  it.  I send  you  Mr.  Vats  A Mr.  Yon 
Reek’s  letters.  The  last  Trans]  >ort  under  Mr.  Yon  Reck  Avas 
destined  to  strengthen  me  here,  yet  at  their  Desire  I suffered 
them  to  settle  on  y^’  River  Savannah  tho’  by  that  Means  Ave 
lost  y^^  Assistance  of  oO  men  able  to  l)ear  Arms  A shall  be 
at  a monstrous  Ex])ense  for  carrying  u]>  y*’  Stores  to  them. 
I also  alloAved  the  first  established  Saltzburgers  to  change 
their  Lots  at  Ebeiiezer  for  y^‘  Red  Bluff  over  against  the 

Lands  by Purisbnrg  y'‘  ])lace  themselves  had  chosen, 

tho’  contrary  to  y‘‘  General  0]>iiiion  A y‘  National  Policy  of 
not  letting  Foreigiu'rs  settle  too  near  each  other.  After  all 
these  Concessions  ye'll  see  they  desire  to  go  beyond  y^*  RiA'er 
Ebenezer  to  Lands  reserved  by  y‘‘  Indians  for  their  OAA'n  use, 
Avhich  if  agreed  to,  Avill  certainly  draAv  on  an  Indian  War. 
Mr.  Yon  Reck  has  took  two  men  into  Pay  whom  he  calls 
Soldiers  and  intended  to  raise  more  Avithout  any  Orders  from 
me  A takes  it  very  ill  y^  iMr.  C’auston  should  refuse'  to  pay  for 
them.  I must  de>ire  to  know  Avhether  y'  Saltzburge'is  shall 
be  on  y*‘  footing  of  y'*  old  lidiabitants  of  y‘*  outAvard  Settle- 
UK'uts  '.\liirh  amounts  to  tsacli  man  at  full  alloAvance'  for 

Provisions IT. Id.  lid 

To  each  In'ad  ot  Women  A'  Childrem d. 11. lid 

or  Avhether  thi'V  shall  be  upon  tluA  same  alh)Avance  as  y** 
Highlanders  Mem j;10,10,Id 


I 
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Women 8.  B.3d 

or  those  y*  join  ns  in  America 3.  3.6d 

or  on  y*'  charity  of  80  men  English  A Forreigners  A 120  head 
of  Women  A Children  making  together  200  heads.  For  the 
Men  23.15.11.  For  y*'  Women  Ac.  £12.3.3|.  What  part  of 
which  is  paid  as  y^  Passage  Mr.  Yerelst  knows. 

We  have  here  of  men  44  head  A of  Women  A Children  72 
head  which  are  part  of  the  200 ; therefore  if  y^  -New-come 
Saltzburghers  should  exceed  what  makes  u})  the  200  there 
will  be  a deficiency  in  the  Estimate  equal  to  what  they  exceed 
A the  Town  of  Frederica  will  be  lessened  by  as  many  Head 
of  People  as  is  allowed  to  the  Saltzburgers,  for  if  the  Saltz- 
burgers  Provision  was  not  allowed  to  them,  there  would  be 
just  as  many  settle  here  for  the  provision  as  they  who  quitted 
us  amounted  to.  I have  allowed  them  a credit  for  one  half 
year’s  provision  upon  y*'  footing  of  those  y*  join  us  in  Ameri- 
ca A also  10s.  p^  head  in  Extraordinaries  A 20s.  for  Tools  till 
}'*■  pleasure  is  known. 

Mr.  John  Wesley  is  at  Savannah  A I have  desired  him  to 
state  y®  Case  of  y®  Saltzburgers.  Mr.  Charles  AVesley  and 
Mr.  Ingham  are  working  with  me.  I am 

Gentlemen 

Your  must  obedient  hum^^^^  Ser^ 

James  Oglethorre. 

[ hhlre.smT\ 

To  , 

Tlie  Hon^.l®  the  Tmstees 

hn-  establishing  the  Colony  of  Georgia. 
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GENEKAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  ME.  YAT.* 

16  March  1736. 

Copy  Frederika  March  16,  1736. 

To  Mr.  Yat. 

Sir, 

I have  rec*^  the  Favour  of  yours  and  am  very,  soiTy  to  find 
there  are  any  Discontents  among  the  Saltzlmrgers.  Mr.  Yan 
Eeck  complains  much  of  you,  as  well  as  you  of  liim.  I have 
wi’ote  to  him  upon  the  Occasion  & sent  him  the  Heads  of 
what  you  have  objected  to  him,  that  he  may  make  his  De- 
fence. I have  also  desired  him  to  make  good  what  he  objects 
to  you,  & recommended  to  the  Eev"^  Mr.  John  Wesley  to 
state  the  matter,  how  things  have  past  at  Ebenezer,  that 
when  I have  seen  tilings  in  a clear  Light,  I may  be  able  to 
determine  them,  wfiiich  I \vould  not  do  in  a matter  w'here  such 
worthy  People  are  concern’d,  tiU  the  Truth  appeard  fully, 
least  I should  by  rash  Judgment  injure  any  man’s  Deputa- 
tion or  Character. 

Cop:  J.  O. 


GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  EEW  ME.  WESLEY. I 

16  March  1736. 


Copy  to  the  Eca’^^  Mr.  AYesley. 

Frederika  Mar.  16,  1736. 


Rev°  S®’ 

I must  desire  the  Favour  of  you  to  examine  the  Com- 
plaints made  by  ^Ir.  Yon  Eeck  A Mr.  Bolzius  against  Mr. 
Yat  A by  ^fr.  Vat  against  ^fr.  Yon  Eeck  A to  make  a trm' 
state  of  the  Case,  tliat  1 may  judge  coiiceniing  tliem.  If 
you  shew  this  to  Mr.  (kiuston,  he  will  examine  any  Person 


P.  R. 


I.  U.  T. 


•1.  I'.l.  ii.  so. 


\ p.  u.  o.  u.-.-ivo,  a.  T.  \oi.  u».  p.  .XU. 
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upon  Oatli  that  shall  be  necessary  for  the  coming  at  the 
Tnith. 

Mr.  Caiiston  will  shew  you 
the  Letters  I have  wTote  to 
Mr.  Von  Keck,  Mr.  Bolzius  & 

Mr.  Vat. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  MR.  BOLZIUS.* 

1(5  Maech  1736. 

Rev’^  Sir,  ' ^ 

I received  yours  A as  I know  your  zeal  for  the  service  of 
God,  your  Charity  to  the  Poor,  your  faithful!  attachm^  to 
your  Flock  A to  y®  Trustees  their  Benefactors,  I am  very 
much  concerned  at  hearing  you  should  have  had  any  uneasi- 
ness. ]\Ir.  Vat  has  retired  from  the  care  of  the  Stores  at 
Ebenezer  haveing  first  protested  against  y®  Disobedience  of 
the  people  to  the  rules  prescribed  A complained  of  Mr.  Von 
Reek’s  having  broke  open  the  Storehouse  A dissipated  the 
Stores.  I am  really  under  the  utmost  appreheiisi(ui  what 
the  consequence*  of  these  things  may  be;  I a})preheiid  much 
from  the  youth  of  Mr.  Von  Reck  A the  agt*  of  Mr.  Vat  the 
dispersing  the  provisions  prevents  our  Store'keeper  from 
daring  to  send  down  any  more  provisions  but  God  be  praised 
who  has  raised  you  u}>  who  can  moderate  between  them. 
Mr.  Vat  is  Secretary  })ut  in  by  the  Trustees  A was  recom- 
mended bv  Mr.  J (^..|n  determine  nothing  in  his  or 

Mu.  Von  Recks  case  without  hearing  both  A in  the  mean 
time  the  poor  peojde  must  sutler  unless  some  person  of 
Weight  be  accountabl(‘  to  31r.  Causton  that  the  Stores  should 
regularly  il<-U\erc(h  o’dicrwise  he  can  S(‘iid  up  none  to 
1 .liciiezt*r,  because  he  can  gett  no  discliarge  foi*  tlieni.  I 
must  therefore  desire  you  to  take  charge  of  suc'h  stort's  as 


i*.  K.  ().  Ue.r^na.  H.  T.  v<>l.  U>.  p.  Ml. 
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sliall  be  sent  np  ’till  tlie  matter  is  decided  & to  give  receipts 
to  Mr.  Causton  for  all  that  is  delivered  to  you. 

1.  The  Orders  I sent  to  you  concerning  the  General  work 
are  the  same  at  Ebenezer  as  the  English  all  conform  to  the 
1st  yeare  & are  necessary  upon  the  first  Settlem^  of  a Towne, 
but  since  you  desire  that  the  Saltzburgers  should  work  by  six 
in  Common  Labour  instead  of  all  together  they  may  do  it  & 
y*  may  be  altered  in  the  orders.  2^  with  respect  to  building 
the  Storehouse  I am  content  with  a Hutt  for  the  publick 
Stores  ’till  after  planting  time  (tho’  the  English  allways  build 
a strong  house  at  first)  provided  that  you  will  take  charge  of 
them,  that  they  be  not  stoln  out  of  the  Hut  nor  the  Hut 
broke  open  to  the  damage  of  the  people.  3 as  to  the  boat 
you  may  buy  such  a one  as  is  most  convenient  for  you  & Mr. 
Causton  shall  pay  for  it  not  exceeding  X20-Sterling,  provided 
the  whole  Congiegation  repay  the  same  in  coin  vithin  two 
yeares.  ^ 4 in  regard  to  the  Gardens  they  shou’d  be  marked 
out  according  to  the  plan  given  by  me  to  Jones  which  was 
the  same  I showed  to  you  cfe  he  had  orders  from  me  to  put 
you  into  immediate  possession  of  them,  to  give  to  your  self 
& your  fellow  Labourer  those  neerest  the  Towne  <fe  to  pro- 
ceed on  to  the  Constable,  the  officers  and  others  according  to 
their  ages  Sc  the  time  of  their  arrival  but  neither  the  Saltz- 
bimghers  the  English  or  any  other  Persons  are  to  take  up  Sc 
cultivate  Lands  beyond  the  River  Ebenezer. 

I am,  Rev'^  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  SeP 
Erederika  J.  O. 

March  16,  1735-6.) 

Copy  to  Mr.  Bolzius. 


■'  ‘m’:  ■ 


,1 


- ,'j  ;nlt  'f|»'  :Snr*fi!. ' ^ 

' ’,  ' ■ ' ^ j r:'  jiuh  iln.  tiv  4^wO  .tM  oi 
Ui-j>  * ixilT  „,| 

■’  ■•'■'/>■.■•,  . •,.■••?'•  ; ; 'hII  9T:jB 

■ • ■ - ’ : i ; ' ! /'^  ;„■  . •,  ■,  .-:r  ,;■  v Jv<f 

, , ,,.  ,_^  ,,  ; ',  '.f.  i‘  I >- 


' ■/ 


"f:  ;,  , i 


/'•.'■i'i  -,■•■  ■( 

'■'\1  ,-■*]  i'J'Uul 


LETTERS  FROM  GENERAL  OGLETHORPE. 


25 


GENEKAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  ME.  VAN  EECK.^ 

16  Makch  1736. 

Sir, 

I have  received  the  favour  of  jours  A was  allwajs  appre- 
hensive that  the  Saltzburghers  removeiiig  from  Ebenezer  <fe 
leaving  a ready  built  Towne  would  plunge  them  into  gveat 
Difficult js  such  as  it  would  not  be  in  my  power  to  prevent  I 
find  by  yours  they  begin  to  feel  those  Inconveniences  which 
are  inevitable  Consequences  of  that  unfortunate  step  / 1 am 
soiTy  to  hear  you  should  have  had  any  diffierence  with  the 
Officers  of  the  Trustees,  was  I upon  the  spot  I am  sure  you 
should  have  no  just  cause  to  complain  but  y®  Kings  orders  A 
my  own  Eeputation  require  me  to  be  where  most  danger  is;. 
The  Stores,  the  shipping  the  expences  of  the  Province  are 
now  removed  to  the  Southerd  Frontiers  therefore  had  your 
Saltzburgers  came  down  directly  to  me  with  the  ships.  It 
would  have  been  a gi*eat  pleasure  to  me  to  have  had  them 
under  my  Eye  that  I might  have  supplyd  them  with  the  same 
care  as  usual  But  ’tis  their  misfoilune  to  be  at  a distance 
from  me,  where  tis  Impossible  Orders  should  be  so  weU  exe- 
cuted as  if  I were  present.  Mr.  Yat  has  complained  that 
you  have  broke  open  the  Storehouse  at  Ebenezer  A taken  all 
the  Provisions  you  found  therein  A further  that  he  found  the 
door  of  the  small  Storehouse  broken  open  A one  Barrel  of 
line  (tho  another  Barrel  lay  in  the  large  Storehouse)  some 
beef  A several  Tools  A nails  belonging  to  the  2'^  Transports 
under  his  charge  taken  away.  As  you  very  kmdly  say  that  you 
kii(3w  I will  hear  both  sides  before  I determine  I send  you 
the  matters  laid  to  your  charge  that  you  may  justitie  your- 
self for  I am  very  unwilling  to  believe  you  can  do  anything 
that  is  v\Tong.  Mr.  Vat  is  an  Offictu*  ap]iointed  S^a-rdary  of 
th(‘  Saltzburghers  by  the  Trustees  A to  him  W(‘re  the  Stores 
at  Ebtmezer  entrusted.  Ht‘  is  answerable  for  them  and  ’till 
such  time  as  by  his  ini^luhaviour  1 am  inlith'd  to  dismiss 
him,  it  is  impro])er  for  me  to  take  them  from  his  eare  nor  can 
I ‘Ictermine  any  more  in  his  tlian  in  your  case  without  a 
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2r, 

lieariner.  Mr.  Bolzius  a"ou  liave  botli  accused  him,  there- 
fore  as  I cannot  come  myself  vet  to  Savannah  I refer  exam- 
ining into  tlu3  matter  to  Mr.  John  \Yeslev  who  is  there 
intirelj  imprejiitliced  I must  again  repeat  the  uneasiness 
I am  under  in  not  l)eing  able  to  assist  them  personally  & 
am  S’" 

Your  very  humble  Ser^ 

J.  O. 

Frederika 
Mar.  16,  1736. 

Mr.  Van  Eecke. 

Cop. 


GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  AIE.  CAUSTON.^ 

17  Al  AP.cn  IToG. 

Mr.  Causton, 

You  are  to  take  care  to  let  the  Sal t:d  urgers  have  the  Pro- 
visions that  the  Tmstees  have  destined  to  those  who  joined 
us  in  America.  Pray  take  care  that  they  do  not  suiter  for 
want  of  them.  If  you  can  hire  or  buy  a trading  Boat  not 
exceeding  20  Pound  Sterling  it  will  be  }>roj)erest  for  carrying 
them  up:  You  may  also  hire  English  men  by  y^  Month  to 

row  Boat.  You  may  likewise  give  C’redit  to  such  of  y®  last 
Transports  as  are  recommended  by  Mr.  Bolzius  as  far  as 
10s.  Head  A 20s.  for  Tools,  till  such  time  as  y^  Mdll  of 
y®  Trustees  is  known  upon  what  Esltiblishinent  they  are  to 
be.  All  Stores  sent  uj)  to  Ebtaiezer  are  to  be  consigned  to 
Mr.  Bolzius  A he  is  to  give  Eec('i])ts  for  tliem.  Mr.  Jones 
should  have  put  tliem  into  possession  of  tlieir  Garden  Lots 
as  you  will  see  in  my  Idtt'r  to  'Sh\  Bolzius.  You  are  to  take 
c;ire  that  tlie  3’l’U<tees  ( )rtlel‘S  for  ])l'«'V('iitiiig  Peopk'S  settling 
beyond  the  Eivi'r  Ebeiu'zer  bt^  exi'cuti'd  by  the  Proper 
olUeer:  Tin'  Indians  ha\ing  complained  that  some  PiU’sons 
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h.'ive  settled  over  against  Palacliocolas  & some  near  tlie 
moiitli  of  Ebenezer.  Be  they  of  what  nation  they  will  they 
must  be  cbslodged  for  we  will  never  break  faith  vdth  the 
Indians  & not  at  this  time  cbsoblige  them.  If  you  want  any 
thing  that  comes  from  Europe  let  me  know  it  & I will  send  it 
up  to  you.  I am,  S’’  Y’’  hum®  Ser^ 

Frederika,  March  17,  1735-6. 


GEXEKAL  OGLETHOKPE  TO  [THE  TRUSTEES.]^ 

38  March  1736. 

Frederica  on  St.  Simons. 

28  March  1736. 

Gentlemen, 

Thmgs  go  well  here  considering  the  few  men  I have  "^dth 
me  from  the  disappointments  which  I before  accpiainted  you 
with.  I am  so  hurried  that  I cannot  write  long  therefore  have 
sent  you  a Copy  of  a letter  to  the  Lieut.  Gov’’  of  Carolina  of 
the  state  of  affairs. 

The  Beer  at  first  was  excellent  good  and  a gi’eat  deal  of  it 
i'<  so  still  but  there  is  a good  deal  which  I am  afraid  of,  it 
1 laving  lain  exposed  to  the  Rain  ct  Sun  in  open  Boats  and  if 
tlie  Casks  had  not  been  very  good  and  Iron  bound  we  had 
lost  it,  the  wooden  hoops  being  all  flown.  To  provide  for  the 
worst  I have  bought  some  beer  A other  things  from  Mr.  Ellis 
a Merchant  and  Alderman  of  Philadelphia  A friend  to  Air. 
P«‘iin  who  came  in  here  for  the  assistance  of  the  Colony.  I 
liavt*  got  him  to  furnish  £40  to  Air.  Spangenberg  who  is  gone 
f'»r  Philadelphia  to  bring  down  a number  of  Germans  who 
d.'si^med  for  Georgia  but  w(u*e  deluded  thitlier  by  Afr.  Ho])]>. 
I -■  lid  you  his  i'(‘c*M]»t  and  Hill  of  Paivrll>  A draw  U[U)U  you 
t'T  tlio  Amount.  Aly  hunibU*  service  to  Air.  \Yrnon,  ttdl  him 
di.it  his  SoTi  is  well.  I should  have  wrote  to  him  Imt  could  not 
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till  three  days  since  spare  time  to  undress  myself,  and  have 
not  lain  in  sheets  fi-om  leavinp^  the  ships  till  then.  The 
Indians  and  the  Highlanders  have  behaved  with  gveat  cour- 
age, fidelity  and  afiection  and  the  English  that  came  with  me 
are  not  far  behind  with  them,  particularly  Mr.  Horton  who 
has  not  undressed  himself  since  he  came  here,  though  he  has 
a tent  and  bed  standing  which  he  has  given  to  the  sick  and 
has  been  Math  me  in  an  open  boat  in  all  the  SoutliM  ard  Expe- 
dition. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Serv* 

James  Oglethorpe. 

A bill  for  £97.  dated  27  Mar.  pay^  at  30  days  sight. 

A bill  for  £100.  dated  27  Mar.  pay^  at  30  days  sight, 
both  payable  to  Mr.  Eobt.  Ellis’s  Order. 


GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  THE  LIEUT.  GOV. 

OF  SOUTH  CAEOLINA.* 

28  AIarch  1736. 

Frederica  the  28th  March  1736. 
Sir, 

Pursuant  to  His  Majestey’s  Commands  I have  settled  A 
fortified  on  the  Island  of  St.  Simons  A have  took  the  best 
measures  that  my  small  Judgment  suggested  to  me  for  put- 
ting the  place  into  a c(Uidition  of  Defence  and  of  being 
supported  by  keeping  an  open  communication  both  by  Land 
A Water.  For  this  purpose  the  E:mg(‘rs  A'  the  Scout  boat 
■will  b«‘  necessary,  the  first  liave  marched  o\an*  Land  from 
Savannah  to  the  Darien,  ami  a Survevor  s('iit  bv  me  M'ith  a 
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Detacliment  of  the  Trustees  men  has  mn  the  Traverse  Line 
from  Savannah  by  Foi-t  Argyle  to  the  Darien  fr’om  whence  to 
this  place  is  only  16  miles  by  water. 

x\fter  this  was  done  I went  down  to  the  Frontiers  to  see 
where  his  Majesty’s  Dominions  and  the  Spaniards  joyn,  a 
Detachment  of  Creek  Indians  invited  me  to  go  down  with 
them  to  show  me  how  far  their  Claim  and  possession  extend- 
ed. I found  that  tliey  have  l)een  in  quiet  possession  ever 
since  the  last  AVar  of  all  Xiiinds  on  the  2sorth  side  as  far  as 
the  Mouth  of  St.  .John’s  Eiver  and  that  the  S})aniards  have 
two  Guards  called  Lookouts  on  the  South  side  of  that  Eiver 
the  one  7 or  8 miles  from  the  sea  the  other  at  the  Sea  Point. 
Tomachichi  Vnouelit  us  to  a rock  covered  with  woods  fr’om 
whence  we  could  see  the  iq)perniost  Look  Out  and  they  not 
discover  us.  He  then  said  he  woidd  go  out  with  his  Indians 
and  bring  me  in  a Prisoner  to  inform  me  of  their  scituation  and 
cutt  off  their  Guard  and  drive  them  doAvn  • to  Augustine  for 
that  the  Number  with  him  was  sufficient  so  to  do  and  that 
the  Lands  as  far  as  Augustine  belonged  to  the  Creeks  but 
that  the  Spaniards  had  taken  forcible  and  unjust  possessioiu 
of  it.  It  Avas  with  mucli  difficulty  I could  prevent  them  from 
attacking  the  Spaniards.  I therefore  liaATiig  two  boats  with 
one  bigger  than  any  one  t)f  theirs  obliged  the  Indians  to  stay 
and  myself  set  forward  with  one  boat  and  liaATiig  viewed 
both  the  Spanish  out  Guards  I went  round  the  Southward- 
most  point  of  his  Majesty’s  Dominions  in  North  America 
which  I called  St.  George’s  Point  and  is  over  against  the 
Spanish  Lower  Look  out  fr-om  which  it  is  seperated  by  the 
mouth  of  St.  .Toliii’s  Eiver  Avhich  is  there  about  a mile  vdde. 
From  thence  I returned  and  found  that  the  Highland  men 
whom  I had  left  upon  an  Lsland  at  the  Southermost  Entrance 
of  this  Port  had  fortilied  tlieiuselves  there.  I called  the  New 
Fort  St.  Andrews  and  the  Island  it  stands  upon  the  High- 
lands. 

I shall  be  obligt'd  to  keej)  a P>oat  oil  tlu‘  Eiver  St.  .lolin's 
to  ]>reveiit  tlu'  Cret'k  Indians  frtmi  passing  to  liiirt  tin* 
Sjiaiiiards.  Tin'  Governor  of  Aiigustiiu*  having  informed  me 
that  lie  is  vt'rv  a])j)n'lu'nsive  of  thost'  Indians  and  as  I ciinnot 
answer  for  the  Indians  and  that  an  hostility  committed  by 


i»h«fe  ^ 


'feiifFiii 

kmjA^  Um  liSr  blU  mdtt  " ' 

Wwif^^ilVffltwKji^^  Ijisfti  ImuJtmH  j'mbTvtiH  lo^^ifir/oM  ^jit‘  i 

% Hi^  MwM  biU  m oh 

^ Mlo^  »if|  wotl  xiilicx  8 to  T oob  arfi 

Ion  x^4libS)l«O.Jb^i'Aoffit  «iwi  MoOf>j:^^,.?*.oxi5fiw'C 


I. 


*"  [ilsiiyjff#! 


%fr/r|niirf'  clliw  ttjiloiiJi5,^'5^^ 

’3^jjf*^fi'x|ouk  illrir  mw  II  ii  ^lo  ' 
M > Wibifl  l6  ' ^{Itlt':^.|t4l  ti>^«l:  #ii!o  ^ 


-i.  ._,  icwiT.  . , ...  •••^_^  , ^|iL  ;•,■  ,.|jj<  ■ 't^>.  -^t.,.  •’-^.  ^' 


'iiij  .feiiiriiHi  imim 
;mo  Jisdfio  I rbirfw 


i'0()4^'  taw^r*i,ki^4®- 
rrbIjt/r%Ianri,liJo<i4Vm^^  ^ ifjhfyrmiH  JH  lo  /^obni 


imia-ml  tm>H oifl  iii  f)aiif«I  oxi“'ji(></ij^ll'^f  f>ii(i  I,Lrod[w 


WZ!  iM  r>of{AO  t 


30 


LETTERS  FROM  GENERAL  OGLETHORPE. 


them  might  be  coiistmed  to  be  my  doing  I shall  acquaint  him 
that  I cannot  l)e  answerable  for  keeping  up  the  tranquility 
but  by  maintaining  a Boat  and  Guard  to  preyent  them  from 
passing  the  Biver. 

The  Gentleman  that  brought  letters  from  the  King  of 
Spain’s  Secretary  of  State  and  liis  Ambassadour  at  London 
to  the  Goyernour  of  Augustine  and  who  came  oyer  in  the 
ship  ydth  me  is  still  at  Augustine.  3Iajor  Bichards  who  con- 
ducted him  thither  is  returned  with  letters  both  from  him 
and  the  Goveniour  full  of  ciyility  and  professions  of  friend- 
ship mixt  with  some  complaints  of  the  Creek  Indians  not 
permitting  them  to  settle  tlie  Apellacliee  Towns. 

My  private  Advices  fr'om  thence  say  that  tliey  have  sent  to 
Havannah  sus]>ect  that  it  is  for  succours  in  order  to  diive 
us  off.  The  Governour  has  acquainted  me  that  he  will  send 
an  Officer  as  his  Plenipotentiary  to  treat  with  me  for  settling 
the  Boundaries  and  the  matter  of  the  Apellacliee  Towns.  I 
have  acquainted  him  that  I am  ready  to  receive  his  Plenipo- 
tentiary or  to  meet  him  personally  on  the  Frontiers  which  is 
at  St.  John’s  Biver. 

I have  sent  Perriauguas  for  the  Detachment  of  the  Inde- 
pendant Company.  The  Man  of  Mar  is  afready  arrived  at 
Tybee  & I expect  him  here  in  a few  days.  Mr.  Jonathan 
Bryan  and  Mr.  Barnwell  have  been  with  me  to  the  Frontiers 
and  behaved  very  handsomely. 

I am  S:c. 

To  the  HoiC^^  Thos.  Broughton  Esq. 

Lieut  Governor  of  South  Carolina. 


Copy. 
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GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  THOS.  TOWEES.- 

17  Aphil  1786. 


Frederica  tlie  17tli  Aiirill  1736. 

Dear  Sir, 

I send  you  inclosed  a Menioiial  of  tlie  King’s  Eight  to 
these  Countreys  and  in  the  TiTistees  letter  the  Correspond- 
ence between  me  and  tlie  Governor  of  Augustine.  It  is  fit 
that  Mr.  Yernon  or  you  shou’d  carry  the  Copies  of  both  to 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  with  my  letter  to  his  Grace  which  I 
have  sent  open  to  Mr.  Yernon  and  which  I desire  you  would 
read.  I referr  you  to  the  Carolina  Gazette  and  Trustees 
Letter  for  News  here. 

I am 


Dear  Sir 

Yoiu’  most  obedient 

1 iinble  Serv* 


To.  Thos.  To'^'ers  Esq. 


James  Oglethorpe. 


GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  THE  TEUSTEES.t 

24  April  1786. 

Frederica  the  24th  April  1736. 

Gentlemen, 

I not  having  time  to  stay  at  Savannah  desired  ]Mr.  Y^esley 
to  inquire  concerning  Mr.  Quincy’s  behaviour  there,  and 
this  is  a copy  of  a Paragi-aph  by  him  sent  to  me  in  liis  Letter. 

I found  ]Mr.  Quincy  here  last  night  who  hearing  you  was 
not  certain  as  to  the  time  of  your  Eeturn  hither,  resolved  to 
iiiake  use  of  the  ti)-st  op[M eTunity  of  v/aitiiig  iqum  ymi  at 
1' I'ederica.  I have  not  only  lu'ard  more  than  1 usually  do  of 
'Oiat  the  Peoph'  here  say  concerning  his  behaviour  among 

• r.  U.  O.  Ueuryin.  B.  T.  vul.  19,  p.  89.  ( P.  U.  O.  (icorgia.  B.  T.  \i>l.  19.  197. 
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them,  but  have  pui'posely  asked  several  Questions  about  it. 
And  if  they  were  (as  I suppose)  answered  sincerely,  his  Car- 
riage has  not  been  such  as  I believed  it  was,  but  in  the 
general  more  than  inotiensive.  /All  I have  spoke  to,  inform 
me.  That  they  judge  him  to  be  a good  natured,  friendly, 
peaceful,  sober  just  man  and  that  they  have  no  complaint 
against  him  either  relating  to  his  private  life  or  to  the  execu- 
tion of  his  ohice  as  a Clergyman  except  his  absence  from 
them  (in  New  England  I apprehend)  which  they  believe  was 
chiefly  owing  to  his  ill  state  of  health,  y 
/'A\Ath  respect  to  his  marrying  an  Englishman  to.  an  Indian 
woman  unbaptized  he  was  advised  to  do  so  by  most  of  the 
people  then  in  Savannah  and  l)y  what  I found  in  conversing 
with  them  the  generality  of  tlie  people  thought  they  had 
done  a very  pretty  tiling  in  getting  an  Intermarriage.  I 
thought  it  was  pro])er  to  accpiaint  you  of  this  matter.  Mr. 
Quincy  intending  to  return  s(a>n  to  England  and  he  then  will 
deliver  you  this  himself.  He  thinks  of  applying  to  be  assist- 
ant to  Mr.  Garden  Minister  at  Charles  Town  who  is  Commis- 
sary to  the  Bishop  of  London  for  Carolina. 

I am, 

Gentlemen 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 
Jamies  Oglethorpe. 

hnlorsrfl 

Mr.  Oglethorpe's  letter  to  Mr.  Qrlnreij 
rec'^  11  August. 


GENERAL  OGLETHOREE  TO  THE  TRlhSTEES.^ 

11  May  1T:U). 

Gent 

1 have  been  down  to  the  Southward  to  ([uell  a Mutiny 
among  our  Erontier  Garrison.  Tlu‘  S[)ani:irds  liave,  I a})pro- 
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liend,  detained  the  persons  I sent  down  to  treat  Tvdth  them, 
contraiT  to  faith,  and  have  sent  up  some  Launches  to  view 
us.  I am  forced  to  set  out  immediately  to  throw  succour 
into  the  Frontier  Garrisons,  who  I expect  Avill  be  attacked 
every  horn*.  I have  no  time  to  write  particulars  I send  you 
Copies  of  the  Letters  I had  from  Augustine.  I could  think 
of  no  method  to  hinder  the  Spaniards  from  being  supplied 
with  Presents  but  that  of  remonstrating  to  the  Governour  and 
Council  of  Carolina  to  get  an  Embargo,  and  if  they  do  not 
grant  that,  to  buy  up  all  the  arms  Ac.  which  may  amount 
to  about  c£1200  sterling  now  in  Charles  Town  and  by  that 
means  delay  the  Spauiards  being  able  to  make  a strong  push 
till  they  receive  Succours  fr-om  Europe.  I have  di’avm  upon 
you  for  o£500  Sterling  upon  this  account  payable  to  Mr. 
Eveleigh.  I am,  . , ; 

Gentlemen 

Youi’  most  obedient 

Frederica,  | ^ . humble  Servant, 

11th  May,  1736.  [ James  Oglethorpe. 

The  hon^^®  the  Tmstees  for  estabhshing 
The  Colony  of  Georgia 

“rec.  21  July  1736.” 


GEXEILAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  THE  TEUSTEES.^ 

18  Mat  1730. 

Frederica,  the  18th  ^lay  1736. 

rtlM  LKMKX, 

I have  received  no  Letters  from  you  since  my  arrival  here 
' Ace]>t  ])v  Mr.  Eradlev  wlio  is  arrived  safely  Avitli  the  horse, 
i ii>‘  Spaniards  complain  ot  our  Indians  liarra^sing  tlu'in  and 
J*''  1 c-tnild  not  i-estrain  tlicm  l>y  any  otlnn*  mtains  I sent  boats 
•'lid  men  to  makt'  a Gariison,  tVom  wlnmce  to  patrole  upon 
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the  Kivers  that  seperate  the  British  from  the  Spanish 
Dominions  aiul  sent  to  the  Governonr  of  Angnstine  by  the 
same  Gcmtlenian  who  carried  the  first  Message  of  my  liaGng 
so  done.  The  Sjianiards  on  his  arrival  seemed  gi'eatly 
rejoyced  at  our  taking  such  care  to  prevent  the  Indian  Rav- 
ages but  soon  after  some  letters  coming  fi*om  some  Merchants 
in  Charles  Town  to  the  Governonr,  the  Scene  was  changed, 
they  confined  my  Messengers,  put  all  their  men  under  arms, 
ordered  their  Horse  out  and  took  measures  to  attack  us. 
The  best  Avay  to  prevent  which,  upon  mature  advice  I found 
was  to  strengthen  y'’  Frontiers  A to  shew  them  that  though 
we  courted  their  friendsliip,  we  did  not  fear  their  force.  I 
went  doAvn  myself,  found  the  Gan-ison  at  St.  Georges  Fort 
had  mutinied,  re-emberked  tliemselves  and  met  them  return- 
ing fro]ii  their  Post.  I earrunl  tlieni  back  A resettled  them, 
in  y^'  mean  time  a Ihirk  sent  t)ut  tVom  Augustine  to  spy  u[)on 
our  settlements  without  Ck)lours  A like  a Pyrate  came  near 
where  the  Indeptaident  Company  is  quartered  upon  St. 
Simons  Island.  Ensign  Delegall  who  commanded  there, 
made  signals  to  her  to  come  in  and  show  what  nation  she 
was  of  but  she  refusing  A running  away  he  fired  at  her.  The 
alarm  being  once  given  the  Garrison  at  Fort  vSt.  Andrews 
saAV  her  and  called  to  her  as  she  ran  away,  but  Avould  not  fire 
upon  her  because  she  answered.  She  met  also  some  of  our 
Boats  Avhom  she  fam-ied  were  in  pursuant  of  her,  on  which 
she  made  the  best  of  lua*  way  to  Augustine  Avith  a dismal 
account  that  the  Avhole  Coast  Avas  covertnl  Avith  men  boats 
A Cannon  I also  made  use  of  some  small  stratagems  on 
the  Frontiers  at  Foil  St.  Geoi-ge  to  mak('  them  believe  Ave 
Avere  numerous  and  treating  somt*  S]»aiiiards  Avho  cam<‘  Avith 
messages  to  us  with  grtait  kindm'ss,  God  was  ]>h‘ast‘d  to 
pros])er  our  endeavours.  The  Spanish  Gov'  Avas  obliged  to 
call  a Council  upon  th(‘  Terrors  s])ri‘ad  abroad,  in  Avhich  the 
Bisho]),  th(‘  Otficei-s  A'  tin*  People  d(‘clai(‘d  unanimously  that 
t1ie\'  wt'iA*  for  |trfsf‘)'ving  a good  hannom  with  tlu‘  King  of 
Great  Britain's  Subjt'cts,  and  desinal  the  Govia  nour  to  rtlt'ase 
the  Mt‘ssengers  I had  sent  down,  and  send  u])  an  Ofiicer  Avith 
them  to  (‘X<*use  them  having  violatt'd  the  Law>.  of  Nations 
A Hospitality.  AMiilst  things  were  going  on  in  this  maniu'r 
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!it  Au^istiiie  I caiTi^'  from  St.  George’s  Fort  liitlier  and  in  live 
(lavs  time  returned  to  the  Frontiers  with  men  Cannon  A Pro- 
visions, where  I found  that  Capt.  Hermsdortf,  who  commands 
the  Boat  which  guards  the  Passages  being  apprehensive  from 
the  threats  of  the  Spaniards  so  as  to  think  it  dangerous  to 
>tay  ^Authout  Defence  for  tlie  return  of  the  Messengers  had 
fortified  himself  and  for  that  purpose  had  chose  the  old  Fort 
which  was  erected  by  Sir  Walter  Baleigh’s  first  Colony  when 
Sir  Francis  Drake  took  Augustine.  I met  a Spanish  boat 
and  making  up  to  her  to  know  what  she  was  found  she  had 
on  board  Mr.  Deni])sey  and  a Capt.  of  horse  and  the  Goy^  of 
Augustine’s  Secretary  avIio  are  sent  as  Deputies  to  treat  with 
me.  I sent  a boat  to  escort  them  to  St.  Simon’s  and  found 
Mn.jor  Ei  chard  and  all  <Aur  Gentlemen  sent  by  me  on  the 
message  had  been  dismissed  in  a yery  honorable  manner 
though  Avhen  thought  us  weak  they  had  threatened  Major 
Eichard  to  send  him  to  the  Mines  at  least  if  he  would  not 
>ign  some  Interrogatories  Avhich  they  presented  to  him.  The 
Spanish  Officers  are  now  at  the  Garrison  Avhere  the  Inde- 
pendent Company  lies.  I s]iall  fee  them  tomorrow  and  shall 
l»y  Dymond  send  you  an  account  of  their  message. 

The  ^lagistrates  of  Sayannah  haA*e  seized  and  staA^ed  large 
‘inantities  of  Eum  upon  the  Eb*er  under  the  Hill  at  Sayan- 
nah. ^ This  Channel  being  between  Hutchinson’s  Island  and 
Savannah  they  deem  that  the  Avater  lu'tAA'een  the  Island  and 
the  Toavii  is  Georgia  since  the  Islands  are  so.  The  People 
"f  Cliarles  ToAvn  liaA'e  taken  this  extremely  ill  and  sent  me  a 
!h  pr(*siuitation  upon  it,  AA'hich  I liaA’e  sent  to  Mr.  Causton 
"f  Avhich  he  is  to  send  you  a Copy.  / They  are  also  A’ery 
angiw  concerning  *the  Indian  Trade  and  some  private  men 
have  taken  great  ])ains  to  incense  the  Indians  against  the 
Sj»aiiiards  and  against  tlie  Colony  of  Georgia  particularly. 
‘ apr.  Avho  I am  informed  has  ailvised  tlu‘  I'cliee 

bitiiaiis  to  fall  upon  the  Saltzburgers  for  sGtling  upon  their 
h'!i<l>.  tht‘  occasion  of  which  was  an  indisci'cet  action  of  om' 
■ J dn‘  S;dtzi)nrgers  who  cleaivd  and  planti'd  four  acres  of 
hand  Itcycnid  the  Flame/t  »•  (‘ontrary  to  my  oith'rs  and  Avith- 
‘•  ‘t  m\  knowledge'.  'rii(*y  also  tunnal  tlnar  cattle  ov(>r  the 
tow  r s(nue  of  whom  .strayed  away  anti  eat  the  Fclu'cs  corn 
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20  miles  above  Ebeiiezer.^But  wliat  vext  tlie  Ucliees  more 
was  that  some  of  the  Carolina  people  swam  a gi^eat  Herd 
of  Cattle  over  Savannah  and  sent  np  Ne<>;roes  and  began 
a Plantation  on  the  (leorgia  side  not  far  from  the  Ucliees 
Town.  ,,  The  Ucliees  instead  of  taking  Greens  advice  and 
beginning  Hostilities  with  us  sent  their  King  and  20  War- 
liors  with  a Message  of  thanks  to  me  for  having  ordered 
back  the  C’attle  iV  sent  away  tlie  Negroes  which  I did  as  soon 
as  ever  I arrived.  They  told  me  tliat  my  having  done  them 
justice  before  they  asked  it  made  them  love  me.  and  not 
believe  the  stories  that  wtu'e  told  theiu  against  me  that 
therefore  instead  of  bt'ginning  a War  with  the  English  they 
were  come  down  to  help  me  against  the  Spaniards  and  that 
if  I wanted  them  they  v/ould  l)ring  down  four  score  more  of 
their  Warriors  who  should  stay  with  me  a whole  year.  You 
see  how  God  bailies  the  atteni])ts  of  wicked  men. 

Capt.  Yoakley  is  just  .setting  sail  I have  settled  his 
accounts  and  empowed  Moore  to  sign  them,  because  I would 
not  keep  the  ship  on  Deniuri  age  for  my  lleturn.  I therefore 
de.sii’e  you  waiuld  look  upon  my  Name  signed  by  him  on  that 
occasion  as  my  act.  As  soon  as  this  hurry  -with  the  Span- 
iards is  a little  over  I shall  be  alile  to  send  you  very  clear 
accounts  in  wdiich  I have  conformed  as  near  as  possible  to 
the  Estimate. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obecbent 

humble  Servant 

J.  Oglethorpe. 


j Imlnr  snl  ] 

Ilcc.  11  Aug.  173G. 
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CxENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  THE  TP.USTEES.- 

1 Jn-Y  1730. 

Gentlemen, 

I send  you  Copies  of  niv  last,  together  Motli  the  Transac- 
tions with  the  People  of  Carolina  A Governour  of  Augustine. 
The  Day  and  Xiglit  together  is  not  long  enough  to  dispatch 
the  number  of  trilling  things  that  are  here  necessary.  I haye 
bid  Moore  A Causton  keep  up  the  accounts  and  send  them 
continually  to  you.  It  has  been  as  yet  impossible  for  me  to 
look  them  oyer,  liaGng  been  taken  up  with  the  necessary 
defence  of  the  ProGnee  which  the  People  of  Carolina  desire 
to  haye  entirely  destroyed  A united  to  theirs  that  they  may 
haye  the  benetit  of  the  improyements  here  A the  libeily  of 
oppressing  both  the  Indians  A"  the  English  Poor  as  they  do 
their  own. 

I am, 

Gentlemen 

AGur  most  ol)edient 

humble  Seryant 

James  Oglethorre. 

Savannah, 

July  1,  1736. 

To  the  Hon’’^®  the  Trustees  Ac. 

Time  pressing  and  there  being  so  many  papers  to  tran- 
scribe it  was  impossible  to  send  a Copy  of  my  last  to  you. 


GEXEPAL  OGI.ETHOPPE  TO  THE  TPJhSTEES.t 

4 .Tri.Y  173<). 

Ge.ntlemen, 

I send  you  over  a Proposal  made  to  me,  of  which  I desire 
you  to  consider.  It  is  a method  of  remitting  Money  wirliout 

1’.  U.  (>.  H.  T.  \..l.  l'.».  p.  114. 
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losing  tlie  Exclniiige.  Goods  to  tlio  value  of  the  Money 
advanced  are  assigned  as  security.  I have  a good  opinion 
of  it,  since  it  will  save  Commission  cV:  Exchanges,  which  I find 
very  difiicult  now  for  they  will  not  take  the  Georgia  Bills  in 
Carolina  imless  I give  them  below  the  Exchange.  Wherefore 
I have  rather  chose  to  draw  upon  you. 

I am 

Gentlemen 

Your  verj'  humble  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe. 

Savannah 
July  4,  1736. 

To 

The  Hon^^®  the  Trustees  for 

Establishing  the  Colony  of  Georgia 
in  America  at  their  Office 
in  Old  Palace  Yard 

Westminster. 


GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  [THE  TEI^STEES.]^ 

24  July  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

I was  just  going  hence  to  the  S]^anish  Frontiers  when  ^Ir. 
Puny  l)rought  me  the  enclosed  Account.  And  as  it  is  uncer- 
tain what  might  hap})en,  I thought  it  necessary  to  give  him 
Draughts  for  seven  liundred  ])ouuds  Sterling  on  you  on 
account  thereof,  untill  it  is  fui  ther  examimal. 

Tin*  lai'Lie  Articles  of  this  Account  art*  for  Prest'uts  to  the 
Iinlians  and  to  tit  out  two  Agents  one  for  the  ('it*ek  ami  the 
other  for  the  Cherokee  Nation  to  prevent  those  Nations  from 
falling  u)>oiJ  ^\h()  have  b(*en  solicitetl  tln*reto  not  only  by 
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French  Si:  Spaniards  but  by  some  who  are  nearer  to  ns  as  you^'^ 
will  see  by  Hobochachi’s  speech. 

Severall  other  Articles  have  been  issued  at  the  publick 
store  for  Creditt  to  Faniilys  who  necessarily  wanted  such 
things,  which  either  have  been  or  will  be  repaid. 

The  gi-eatest  part  of  the  Ammunition  is  in  the  Store  to 
supply  the  necessary  uses  of  the  Colony.  And  the  Cash  is 
accounted  for  in  Mr.  Causton’s  Cash  Account  being  paid  to 
him  by  my  Order  for  the  better  circulating  the  Georgia  Bills 
and  supplying  the  said  Agents  with  Carolina  cuiTency  in 
theii*  journeys.  I am, 

A"our  obedient  So  huni^^^  SeF 

J.  Oglethorpe. 

July  24,  1736  for  £400. 

300. 

To  Mess*"^  Montaigut  \ — 

Si  Comp.  { £700. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  LORD  

.July  ITafi. 

Mv  Lord, 

The  Act  for  securing  the  Peace  w ith  the  Indians  which  was 
examined  by  Your  Lordship  was  not  onely  w isely  calculated 
for  the  advantage  of  his  Majesty’s  Subjects  but  very  accept- 
able to  the  Indians  and  will  be  the  true  means  of  preventing 
their  falling  into  the  French  A Spanish  Interest. 

A few’  Private  Merchants  in  Charles  Town  for  their  own 
liit('iest  o])posed  the  ])utting  tliis  Action  in  execution  and 
gained  a party  in  the  Assembly  where  it  was  carried  by  one 
vote  to  raise  £2000  sterling  to  imhnnnifv  the  Ti-aders  that 
'••'iniild  c()ino  up  against  tin'  King's  (Hahn’s  in  the  Georgia 
A‘  t.  S(nn<‘  of  the  Indian  Traders  sent  u])  to  tin'  Indians  and 
di.aigh  with  much  ditUculty  obtained  of  one  Indian  Chief 

r.  K.  u. 
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named  Opavliatclioo  to  deny  tlie  concession  of  those  Lands 
which  he  himself  had  before  consented  with  the  rest  of  the 
Nation  to  grant. 

The  French  have  attacked  the  Chickesaw  Indians  and  been 
repulsed  by  them.  I sent  a large  account  to  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  & to  your  Lordship’s  of  this  matter,  but  fear  letters 
sent  by  Charles  Tovti  have  not  always  been  forwarded. 
These  Indians  submitted  themselves  to  His  ^Majesty  King 
George  the  First  and  Avere  declared  his  Subjects  by  General 
Nicholson.  Since  that  their  Chiefs  liaA^e  received  Commis- 
sions fi’om  the  King's  OlHcers  continually.  They  have  been 
here  to  demand  protection  as  the  King’s  subjects  and  others 
of  them  have  done  so  at  Charles  Town.  I should  be  glad  to 
know  Avhat  to  do.  If  the  French  be  allowed  to  destroy  our 
Indians,  Nation  by  Nation  in  time  of  peace,  the  Settlements 
must  follow  in  the  first  of  a Warr.  Mr.  AVesley  who  Avas 
present  at  the  conferences  AA’ith  the  ChickesaAvs  can  giA^e  you 
a particular  account  of  them. 

I am 

My  Lord 

Your  Lordship’s 
most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe. 

Savannah 

July  2Gth,  173G. 

[Indorsed] 

rec"^  by  Mr.  Wesley  y"‘  8 Dec*’**- , 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  THE  TRUSTEES.^^ 

.Ji  T.Y  I7;w.j 

Gentlemen, 

The  Town  on  the  Alatamaha  is  already  settled ; The 
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King’s  Independent  Company  is  fixt  on  y®  same  Island. 

Tlie  Man  of  AVar  is  likewise  there  & there  are  two  Forts 
built  and  garrison’d  beyond  it. 

' We  are  in  great  want  of  seiwants.  If  some  100*'  of  them 
e**  be  sent  oyer  by  one  of  the  next  ships  yt  come,  there  are  ^ 
persons  enough  here  & to  the  South  who  w^  be  glad  to  pur- 
chase y“  immediately.^''' 

I shall  reduce  the  Expences  by  all  possible  Means,  especi- 
ally by  encouraging  the  Lazy  to  leaye  the  Colony,  tho’  I do 
not  doubt  but  they  wiW.  alnise  the  Place,  as  many  haye  already 
done.  I had  engaged  100  AA^orkmeii  from  yarious  Places  for 
6 Months  & 50  Kangers  for  a year  before  I rec‘^  y^‘  letters. 

The  Spanish  Frontiers  haye  occasioned  many  large  and  new 
Expences.  The  French  by  attacking  the  Chickesaws  who 
haye  Commissions  both  from  Goy^' Xicholson  Goy^  John- 
son &:  the  Spaniards  by  attacking  the  Creeks  shew  y^  Peace 
in  Europe  is  no  security  for  the  English  Proyince  in. America  ; 
since  if  they  conquer  all  the  surrounding  Indians  dining  the 
Peace,  the  settlements  much  fall  in  the  next  war. 

Mr.  AVesley  who  brings  you  this  can  giye  a more  particular 
accoimt  of  the  present  situation  of  the  Imlian  affairs  A of 
what  has  occurr’d  since  my  last.  The  Opposition  from  Caro- 
lina forced  me  to  give  the  Indians  large  presents  to  procure 
their  confirmation  of  the  Cession  of  the  Islands : and  they 
have  refused  as  yet  to  give  leave  to  settle  the  Inland  Parts 
up  the  Alatamaha.-^  If  the  act  for  the  Peace  with  the  Indihiis 
be  not  supported,  not  only  this  Province  but  Carolina  too 
must  be  undone  A an  Indian  AVar  follow. 

Macbain  a highland  man  has  a very  good  interest  among 
the  common  people  of  that  country  and  if  Capt.  Dunbar  be 
sent  to  transport  them,  a large  recruit  of  servants  may  be 
procured  thence. 

' Tis  a very  wise  Pesolution  of  you  to  send  over  no  more 
l>‘‘ople  upon  tlie  Charity:  for  we  have  too  many  mouths  and 
not  labouring  hands  in  proportion.  . 

W hat  w''  'oe  very  nec('ssarv  is,  st)iiu5  more  Persons  to  form 
tin*  AI orals  of  our  Peo})le  A'  instruct  them  in  lleligion.  The 
vliange  since  the  arrival  of  the  Alissioii  is  very  visibh*  with 
>esp(*ct  to  the  increases  of  Industry,  Love  and  Christian 
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Cliaritv  among  them.  But  on  their  removal  to  the  Indians, 
we  shall  be  left  entirely  destitute,  and  the  People  by  a 
relapse,  if  possible  worse  than  before.^"'"" 

I am, 

, Gentlemen 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

[Addressed]  To  J.VMES  Oglethorpe. 

The  Hon^’^®  the  Trustees 

[7//dor-sT(/l  Mem“‘  Mr.  Wesley  says  this  Letter  was  wrote 
2G  Jidy  1736. 


GENEBAL  OGLETHOBPE  TO  THE  TEUSTEES.^ 

30  .July  1730. 

Savannah  July  30th  1736. 

Gentlemen, 

You  haATiig  desired  me  in  your  letters  to  give  Bills  of 
Exchange  to  Mr.  Furey  for  money  at  Charles  Town. 

I have  drawn  bills  of  Exchange  oii  you  for  £200  steiiiiig 
dated  July  23d  and  also  for  £200  sterling  dated  herewith 
making  £400  sterling  in  favour  of  i\Ir.  Peregrine  Furey. 

As  these  Bills  are  for  Ciirrency  reced  of  Messrs.  Beal 
A Comp,  to  defray  the  necessary  expences  of  the  Colony 
the  a])plication  thereof  A\  ill  ap])ear  in  Mr.  Causton’s  Cash 
account.  The  Avhole  sume  of  Avhich  is  at  present  paid  into 
the  hands  of  Paul  Jeiiys  Esc[  c^'  Coni]),  to  ansAver  such 
Draughts  as  tlnu-e  shall  be  occasion  to  make  on  them. 

I am, 

(bMitbaiu-n 

Your  jnost  hnmbk^  Sm-v* 

3ami;s  Oglk'I’Horpe. 

\ Add r*'s>ie<}  \ i’o 
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Georgia  in  America 

at  their  House  in  Palace  Court 
AVestminster. 

To  the  care  of  Paul  Jenys  Esq. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  [THE  TRUSTEES.]  “ 

7 Arcr.  LE3(). 

Gentlemen, 

You  have  the  Cash  accounts  by  which  you  will  see  there 
is  a Balance  due  from  the  Store  at  Savannah,  which  makes 
it  necessary  for  me  to  draw  on  you  for  two  hundi‘ed  pounds 
sterling  of  this  date  in  favour  of  Paul  Jenys  Esq^‘^  and  Comp. 
I am. 

Gentlemen 

Your  most  humble  SeP 

James  Oglethorpe. 

Savannah 
Aug.  7th  1730. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  [THE  TRUSTEES.  |t 

29  Sept.  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

Mr.  Dempsey  at  Augustine  acquainted  me  that  several 
Expellees  were  necessary  for  him  to  make  there,  all  things 
being  very  dear  and  unless  he  acted  according  to  the  Cus- 
toms of  the  Countrev  he  could  not  hope  for  any  success. 
Air.  Ci-nkatt  tljcivfnic  :m  Ihiglisli  Merchant  at  .\ugustiiH‘ 
Vi*ry  haiidsonit'ly  furnished  him  with  I'tiOO  Stm-ling  tbr  which 
T have  drawn  Bills  upon  you  to  discharge  Air.  Crokatt’s 
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I^m’RS  FROJ[  GENERAL  OGUETHORRE. 


[ 


\ . 


account.  They  hear  date  this  day  and  are  for  X200  at  one 
month’s  sight. 

I am 

Gent" 

Your  most  obed’^  Serv*^ 

James  Oglethorpe. 


Frederica 
29th  Sept*- 1736. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  [THE  TRUSTEES.] -• 

22  Oct.  178G. 

Gentlemen, 

A Philadelphia  Sloop  loaded  with  Provisions  bespoke  by 
me  at  my  arrival  to  make  up  the  remainder  of  the  People’s 
proGsions  here  for  the  year  is  now  arrived.  I have  drawn 
upon  you  for  the  same  in  the  followdiig  Bills,  Yiz : One  for 
,£100,  one  for  £105,  one  for  £95,  one  for  £51,  one  for  £49  and 
one  for  £75. 13.11. > all  bearing  date  the  same  with  this  letter, 
amoimting  in  the  whole  to  £475.13.11L 

I shall  set  out  soon  for  England  where  I hope  I shall  have 
the  happiness  of  seeing  you  before  January. 

j I am, 

! Gent" 

Your  most  obed^  Serv^ 

' James  Ogi.etiiorpe. 

Frederica 
22d  October  1736. 

; \ IndiU'srd  \ 

I reC'  17  Jair^  173h-7. 
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GENEK^IL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  [THE  TEUSTEES  P 

25  Got.  17;3(i. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  received  3'ours  and  tlie  Eegulatioiis  are  very  well 
calculated  for  the  present  Circuinstances,  they  will  imme- 
diately be  put  in  execution.  All  matters  with  the  Spaniards 
are  regulated  and  the  Governour  of  Augustine  contented. 
Therefore  all  being  safe  here  I shidl  set  out  immediately  for 
Eui'ope,  Captain  Thompson  lying  in  the  Eiver  Savannah  I 
have  freighted  him  directly  for  England.  The  People  to  the 
Southward  where  the  Act  against  Eiim  is  strictly  put  in  exe- 
cution, but  those  to  the  Nortliward  Avhere  they  nin  it  from 
Carolina  in  S}>ite  of  the  Otticers,  are  very  sickly.  Mr.  Ykesley 
who  was  at  Savannah  when  the  Eiim  was  seized  will  accpiaint 
you  of  the  })articulars  of  it.  'Ho})ing  to  see  you  soon  I shall 
say  no  more  but  that  I am 
Gentlemen 

A^our  most  obedient  Serv^ 

James  Oglethorpe. 

Frederica 
25th  OcP  1736. 


GEXEE.AL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  [THE  TEP"STEES.]t 

1!)  Xov.  ATMk 

Gentlemen, 

Mr.  Eobert  illiams  who  liatli  a 50(S  Acre  Lot  in  this 
Province  lias  not  only  })erforim'd  Ids  Agreements,  but  has 
brought  over  moi-e  servants  than  Ids  Contract  was  for,  and  in 
all  things  lia‘^  sliewn  a coinmondMbk'  znal  for  tin'  Com]>anvls 
.servi<-e  and  sent  down  si\  servants  tor  the  dctdiire  of  the 
Southern  Frontiers.  H(*  lias  brouglit  at  ditlertmt  times  tlm'e 
ships  Avitli  Molasst's  of  which  wt‘  stood  in  git'at  need,  and 

t 1‘.  U.  O.  lilvrgia.  L5.  r,  vi'l.  ly,  ji.  144. 
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hath  loaded  them  with  lumber  at  his  own  Charges.  He  hath 
made  some  Improvements  and  he  will  make  much  more  con- 
siderable ones  on  his  Lands.  His  brother  John  AYilliams 
hath  also  coni])lied  with  his  Articles.  I therefore  recommend 
him  and  his  brother  AYilliams  to  you  and  desire  pursuant  to 
the  stated  Res()lution  of  rewilrding  those  wlio  discharge  their 
Covenants  and  deserve  well  from  the  Publick  that  you  would 
exempt  them  from  the  forfeitures  upon  the  following  Ailicles, 
viz : from  the  being  obliged  to  plant  A maintain  the  Mulberry 
Trees.  2'^^  from  the  Prohil)ition  of  making  Pot  Ash.  That 
they  shall  not  be  obliged  to  clear  tlie  whole  500  Acres  of 
Land  in  eighteen  years,  part  of  it  being  necessary  to  be 
reserved  for  wood.  Thirdly  that  in  case  of  the  failure  of 
lioirs  male  of  the  said  Eobert  AYilliams  you  will  assign  the 
said  500  Acres  to  such  other  person  not  possessed  of  Lands 
in  Georgia  as  he  under  his  hand  and  seal  shall  request  of 
you. 

I am, 

Gentlemen 

Your  most  obed‘  humble  Servant 

James  Oglethokpe. 


Savannah 


19th  Xov*^  1736. 


GEXEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  [THE  TEI  STEES.]- 

tl)  Xov.  1T8(). 

Gent“' 

Mr.  John  A\dlliams  brother  to  5Ir.  Eobt'rt  \Yilliams  having 
deserved  as  I havt>  mentioned  in  nn'  hdter  to  you  of  this  date, 
])rayeth  tliat  you  would  also  favour  him  with  tlie  samt'  ptu‘- 
mission  as  1 desiivd  in  favour  of  liis  brother,  d la  refore  1 
desiiv  tliat  in  casi‘  of  tin*  failurt*  of  heijs  mah*  of  the  said 
John  Williams  you  will  assign  the  said  500  Acrt's  to  such 
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other  persons  not  possessed  of  hinds  in  Georgia  as  he 
under  his  hand  and  seal  shall  request  of  you. 

1 iwn 

• Gentlemen 

I ' • ’ . Your  most  obed*^  Serv^ 

j.  • • ■ , : James  Oglethorpe. 

Savannah 
19th  Nov>^  1735. 


1 GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  I THE  TRITSTEE8.J- 

( 

20  Xov. 

Gentlemen, 

Mr.  Robert  Williams  having  re]>resented  to  me  that  he 
i hath  setled  his  Lands  with  men  l)orii  in  his  own  Countrey 

! and  intends  to  continue  the  same./ And  they  having  a partic- 

ular regard  to  him  and  his  family  will  be  unwilling  to  settle 
in  this  Countrey  or  more  to  come  over  by  reason  of  their 
l^eing  apprehensive  that  in  times  to  come  the  said  Estate 
dropping  for  want  of  heirs  male  should  be  gi-anted  to 
I Strangers  and  I knowing  that  your  Intention  is  always  to 

I ]>refer  Relations  or  Friends  to  the  succession  of  those  near 

! unto  them  and  believing  therefore  that  it  would  not  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  Entails  and  the  Preservation  of  Families  in 
this  Case  so  circumstanced  to  gi-ant  his  Request.  Therefore 
I desire  that  in  failure  of  heirs  male  of  his  body  you  will 
grant  the  said  500'  Acres  iq)on  the  said  C7)nditions  to  such 
other  ])erson  not  }>ossessed  of  Lands  in  (feoigia  as  such  Heir 
male  shall  under  his  hand  and  seal  recjuest  of  you. 

I am, 

Gentlemen 

Y5mr  most  hum'’*''  S(m  v^ 

James  0(iu:rH(»uPE. 

Sav.vnnah 
20th  Nov*^  173(5. 


P,  K.  O.  iM  uro'ia.  B.  T.  \ol,  I'J,  p.  140. 
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GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  THE  TRUSTEES.- 


Gentlemen, 


13  SEP'r.  1738. 


We  are  now  in  soiinclings  off  the  Coast  of  Georgia  a good 
deal  to  the  Northward  of  our  Port.  Sir  Yelverton  Peyton, 
in  the  Hector  is  going  to  leave  us  for  Yirginia, ' and  sends 
this  Letter.  The  Officers  the  Hen  and  their  Families  are 
(God  be  praised,  all  well  as  is 
Gentlemen 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

James  Oglethoupe. 

Bl.\ndfokd 
13th  SepP  1738. 


\ Ad(:h'esse(T\  To 

The  honourable  the  Trustees  for 
estaT)hshing  the  Colony  of  Georgia 
in  America  at  their  Office  in  Old 
Palace  Y^ard 

London. 

\^IndormT\ 

rec*^^  24th  Nov''  1738. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  SIR  JOS.  JEKYLKt 

li)  SEi-r.  1738. 

SlU, " 

■^I  am  now  got  to  an  anchor  in  a Harbour  and  near  an 
Island  tliat  beai  s your  Name.  God  lias  given  us  tlie  greatest 
marks  of  his  visible  brott'ction  to  this  C,’olony.  4'lie  S})aii- 
iards  thougli  they  had  loOO  nuai  at  Augustine  tliere  was 
nothing  in  Georgia  but  the  Alilitia  of  the  C.'ouutiey  delayeil 
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attacking  tlieiii  till  the  Eegnlar  Troops  arriyed.  We  have 
had  the  hiiest  passage  and  lost  but  one  man  out  of  the 
Soldiers.  The  Inhabitants  are  extreandy  cheerfull  and  now 
hope  that  they  haye  seen  the  worst  oyer  & that  being  no 
longer  troubled  yith  alarms  they  may  on  with  their  Improye- 
ments.  We  shall  certainly  succeed  in  Silk  and  Wine  m case 
the  planters  are  supported  by  the  Publick  in  those  attempts. 

^This  Proyince  bridles  the  Spaniards  in  America  A coyers  the 
English  Frontiers.  The  poor  people  that  are  here  haye  been  ^ 
so  harrassed  by  theii’  threats  & so  constantly  under  arms 
that  they  haye  not  been  able  to  make  that  Proyision  for  their 
subsistence  which  was  necessary  though  it  was  far  from  want 
of  Industry  in  them.,-  They  haye  been  sometimes  obliged  to 
be  two  days  (')ut  of  liye  on  guard,  notwithstanding  which  they 
haye  laboured  their  lands  and  made  some  Improyements. 

It  is  the  rtgilance  Si  courage  of  the  Militia  that  preyented 
the  Spaniards  from  being  Masters  of  this  Proyince  as  well  as 
Carolina  l)ut  they  must  in  the  end  haye  been  staiwed  through 
want  of  time  to  follow  their  business  if  tliey  had  not  been 
relieyed  by  the  Pegiment.  ^ These  duties  to  the  Public 
Seiwice  haye  thrown  them  so  backward  that  unless  the 
Trustees  haye  the  continuance  of  the  Parliamentary  assist- 
ance, all  that  is  already  done  will  l)e  lost  and  what  is  already 
giyen  thrown  away,  besides  it  will  be  the  gTeatest  inhumanity 
to  send  oyer  People  to  settle  a Countrey  and  when  they  luiye 
behayed  so  well  as  to  sacriiice  their  own  atiairs  to  the  pub- 
lick  serrtce,  then  to  abandon  them  to  destruction  I am 
persuaded  therefore  the  Parliament  will  giye  the  necessary 
supplies  to  the  Trustees  for  the  carrrtng  on  the  Cml  Goyern- 
iiient  and  the  improyement  of  the  Ckmntrey.  I hope  you 
will  be  so  g()od  as  to  ])erniit  Mr.  Towers  and  Mr.  Archer 
to  wait  upon  you  on  tJiis  occasion;  that  you  will  make  my 
Compliments  ac‘ce})tal)le  to  my  L;idy  Jt‘kyll  and  belieye  me 
to  be  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and 

most  humbl(*  Seryaiit 

•Jekyi.l  Sound  James  C)({lethorue. 

19  SepP  17:1s. 

Ut.  HoiC''  Sir  Jost'ph  JekslI. 
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GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  THE  TEUSTEES.- 

19  Sepi'.  ITSS. 

Frederica  lOtli  ^September  1738. 

Gentlemen, 

I am  arrived  here  and  find  things  in  a better  situation  than 
I heard  in  England.  All  the  Southern  Division  of  the 
Province  is  in  A'ery  good  order. 

I have  now  told  you  the  best.  ^ T hear  that  the  Northern 
Division  of  the  Province  has  lost  near  three  fourth  parts 
of  the  Peo]de  since  I left  it,  some  running  away  for  fear 
of  the  Spaniards  but  ten  for  fear  of  debt:  for  the  Court  of 
Savannah  has  taken  upon  them  to  imprison  for  debt,  notwith- 
standing the  People  surrender  their  effects.  I landed  here 
and  sent  up  Mr.  Jones  express  to  Savannah.  I have  l)eeii 
unfortunately  forcf'd  to  stay  by  an  unfortunate  Difference 
between  the  Lieutenant  Colonel  and  some  of  the  Officers 
of  the  Eegiment  and  for  the  landing  of  men.  I can  say 
nothing  with  certainty  of  what  has  been  done  at  Savannah 
till  I see  with  my  own  Eyes.  I have  published  the  order 
forbidding  all  Certified  accounts  Ac'*  and  shall  reduce  all 
Expellees  but  I fear  if  some  of  the  j)eo})le  who  have  had 
misfortunes  are  not  assisted  with  Pro',  isions  the  ^lisery  will 
be  too  great  for  Descri])tion.  I hope  you  will  obtain  another 
supply  from  Parliament,  and  ther»'  is  gTi'at  ho])e,  nay  T may 
say  no  doubt  that  both  Silk  and  Wine  v ill  in  a very  sliort 
time  come  to  perfection  I shall  give  you  a bndlier  account 
when  I have  been  at  Savannah  which  will  bt'  in  a few  days. 
I must  again  mention  that  if  there  is  not  a .su])[)ly  from 
Parliament  this  yt'ar,  those  bi’avt*  fell<ovs  who  stood  the  worst 
and  who  till  the  arrival  of  the  Regiment  were  forced  to  be 
almost  the  whole  year  umh'r  arms  must  starve  witli  their 
families  since  tliey  couhl  not  (h>  the  duty  and  work  at  the 
same  tinu';  from  hence  fojward  1 shall  eas('  tlu'm  of  tlu'ir 
heavy  guards  ami  cmly  kt>ep  sm*h  a Wateli  or  (luaid  as  vill 
prestu've  the  Pt*ace  of  th<‘  Town  which  will  be  always 
necessary.  I ile^irc*  to  know  what  Establishment  ymi  vill 
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order  if  any  that  I may  be  able  to  prevent  the  storekeepers 
exceeding  the  allowance  as  I fear  they  have  lately  done. 

I am, 

Gentlemen 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe. 

P.  S.  Capt.  BuiTish  says  the 
Entrance  the  Harbour  is  very 
good  it  that  much  larger  ships 
than  his  may  come  with  safety. 

[Indorsed^ 

Gen.  Oglethorpe  to  y®  Trustees 
rec^  29  Jan’’'’  1738-9. 

Kead  to  the  Committee  14  March  1738-9. 


GENEEAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  THOS.  ARCHER.* 

19  Sept.  1738. 

Extract  of  a Letter  from  General  Oglethoi'pe  to  Thomas 
Archer  Esq^^"  dated  19  Sept^  1738  at  St.  Simons  in  Georgia. 

I think  you  are  very  well  acquainted  with  some  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty^  I must  desire  therefore  that  you 
would  use  your  interest  that  Capt.  Biiirish  who  commands 
the  Man  of  War  that  brought  me  over  may  be  continued  on 
the  Georgia  Station,  he  is  very  zealous  for  the  service  and 
has  showed  by  standing  directly  to  the  Southwjird  up  to  the 
very  noses  of  tlu*  S])aiiiards,  whilst  all  the  others  went  into 
Charles  T(nvn  where  they  gent'rally  stay.  If  Captain  Gas- 
coigne ji.n(LCa]4ain  Bni-rish  were  continued  with  their  Ships 
on  this  Station  and  that  one  lies  in  Anu‘lia  A tlu'  otlnn*  in 
Jekyll  Sound,  they  ^^ill  c(»ver  this  Province  by  s('a  and  ke»‘p 
()})en  the  (. 'oniinunication  belweim  tin*  Garrisons  where  ni\' 
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Eegiineiit  must  be  dispersed  amongst  the  Islands;  If  the 
Comimuiication  is  not  ke])t  open,  it  may  be  of  very  dangerous 
consequence. 

Perliaps  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  may  say  the  Ships  at 
Charles  Town  may  if  we  are  attacked  come  u})  to  our  assist- 
ance but  if  they  consider  that  Charles  Toavh  is  near  three 
degrees  to  the  Northward  and  Augustine  not  ;d)ove  half 
a degree  to  the  Southward  the  matter  may  be  over  before 
they  come  up;  besides  that  the  Gulf  of  Florida  sets  with 
.a  rapid  Current  to  the  NortliA\ard  so  that  it  is  very  dihicult 
to  come  fi-om  thence  Soutlnvard  and  the  same  Wind  that 
brings  up  the  Spaniard  from  the  Havannah  hinders  the  Ships 
at  Charles  Town  from  coming  down  to  us. 

""  Besides  hoAv  strange  a thing  is  it  that  there  should  be  no 
Man  of  War  stationed  in  a Frontier  Port  exposed  to  an 
Enem}>but  that  they  should  depend  for  their  support  upon 
those  Avho  lye  in  a Port  in  the  heart  of  a peaceable  Countrey 
above  100  miles  distant.  Mr.  Wilmington  A Sir  Thos.  Lyttle- 
ton  are  friends  to  Capt.  Burrish,  and  if  you  mention  it  to 
them  they  Avill  give  their  assistance  to  the  Trustees  in  obtain- 
ing a Station  ship  for  them. 


GENEILCL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  THE  TEUSTEES.- 

7 Oct.  1788. 

Frederica  7th  October  1758. 

Gentlemen, 

1st.  I have  smit  iq)  ^Fr.  dones,  as  1 informed  you  in  my 
last  I would,  and  am  now  going  to  Savannah.  In  the  Inclosed 
is  an  account  of  the  (Condition  I found  tlie  Southern  l^art  of 
th(‘  Culuny  in  on  iu_\  aril\al,  as  also  a Fctirioii  lVt)ni  tlie 
peoi>le  for  siip])ort,  tln‘  allegations  of  it  arc'  vc'iy  tnu*.  I'lie 
Stondiouse  at  Savannah  has  sup[)oi  teal  tliis  L)ivisioii  of  tlu‘ 
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Pro\iiice  so  ill  tlijit  the  People  must  have  starved  or  aban- 
doned the  Place  had  not  Mr.  Orton  given  them  his  OAvn 
Cattle  and  Corn  to  eat. 

2d.  Yon  see  the  Quantity  of  Provisions,  a gi'eat  deal  of  the 
Flower  is  in  danger  of  s])oiliiig  on  which  I had  it  made  into 
bread  and  sold  to  the  vSoldiers  at  prime  cost,  so  that  they  had 
it  at  five  farthings  a ])ound;  the  Money  arising  from  it  I have 
ordered  to  be  laid  out  in  fresh  Flower  for  supplying  the  Trus- 
tees People.  The  Indian  Corn,  Mr.  Causton  bought  in  at  3s. 
6d.  per  Bushell  and  charged  it  at  that  Price  to  the  Store 
here;  It  is  now  fallen,  upon  the  new  Harvest,  which  (God 
be  praised  is  very  plentiful  in  Carolina,  so  that  it  is  sold  at 
Is.  per  Bushell  there.  ^Our  poor  ])eople  lost  their  Harvest  by 
reason  of  tlieir  l *eing  called  by  .the  Spanish  Alarms  from  their 
howing.  y l have  ordered  the  old  Corn  to  l>e  issued  at  Is.  2d. 
p bushell  which  if  I had  not  done,  would  have  been  lost,  for 
the  People  would  not  have  taken  it  at  3s.  (id.  when  they  could 
have  bought  new  Corn  cheaper,  and  it  would  have  spoiled  in 
two  months. 

3d.  We  want  Beta-  here  extreainly.  I l)rought  over  Twenty 
Tuns  of  Beer  which  I issued  to  the  Soldiers  and  Inhabitants 
at  prime  Cost  which  I believe  will  be  gone  before  I can 
receive  a Supply.  Tlnn-e  are  six  Ban-ells  a day  drawn  and 
})aid  for  in  ready  money.  It  would  l>e  very  pro])er  therefore 
if  the  Trust('('s  allairs  would  allow  it,  to  send  over  a Cargo  of 
at  least  oO  or  (iO  Tons  of  strong  Ih'er,  aiid  that,  of  the  same 
as  I had  from  31  r.  Hm*ks  in  Soutliwark^Mt  Avill  l)e  a better 
remittance  than  eA’cJi  Jhlls,  since  Beers  being  cheap  is  the 
only  means  to  ke('])  Bum  out  of  tlie  Colony,  thank  God, 
there  is  jione  in  this  part,  31r.  Hoi-ton  having  used  great 
diligence*  to  })r(*vent  it,  to  whicli  in  a great  measure  is  OAving 
viz:  -1  11).  tin*  lu-altli  and  Industiy  of  the  Pe*o])k\/"^ 
perk  in.r!  4tli.  Cpon  tin*  neeessity  I liavt*  granti*d  tin*  Peti- 
hAd  I lb.  tion  so  far  as  to  eontinue  to  furnish  the  l^‘ol)l(*  u])on 

meal  but  I • 1 . 1 • 1 T I • 1 1 \ . 

htvHMvvn;.  ( redit  viIm  (»  ib)uinK()l  Ini'ad  k'Uid  and  2 ixaiiids  of 

.1  i.,,1  y 1 1 , 

i>'-  meat  [ler  week  A'  I pint  ot  iiiolasM*s. 

dth.  I sliall  when  I eonn*  to  Savannah  strive*  to  re'diu-e*  all  ’ 
the  Tru'^te(*s  lvvp(*nees  as  iiiueli  as  I eaii,  Imt  I e-an  say  noth- 
ing of  certain  relating  to  tin*  Xeuthein  part  of  tin*  Provinee, 
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Beports  being  so  different.  I fe.nr  tliere  has  been  great 
Bognery  in  the  ceidified  acco''^  thei^e  havhig  been  several 
Barrells  of  Pro\dsions  bought  fi’oni  Philadelphia  and  New 
York,  which  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  food,  and  burnt  as 
such.  The  Prices  of  the  Goods  were  also  exorbitant  and  the 
species  very  bad.  I have  gi’eat  difficulties  to  struggle  with,  as 
you  may  conceive,  a gi’eat  number  of  mouths  to  feed,  empty 
Magazines  and  no  Money  ; a'gi-eat  Debt,  I fear,  is  contracted, 
but  as  there  was  no  authority  for  contracting  that  Debt  I 
shall  wait  your  Orders  before  I will  approve  or  pay  any  of  it. 
I take  a List  of  all  the  Stores  I find  in  the  Colony,  and  I vill 
intermeddle  nor  approve  of  nothing  that  was  done  before  my 
arrival  till  I hear  fi-om  you.  I will  make  the  few  stores  that 
are  here  go  as  far  as  possible  towards  supphing  the  People 
but  if  we  have  not  a supply  from  Parlianfi  the  Misery  will  be 
inexpressible,  for  there  are  eight  months  that  the  Colony  is  to 
be  supported,  and  no  other  Fund,  as  I can  find,  except  the 
£500  of  Sola  Bills  which  you  sent  over  with  me  ; and  what  is 
in  the  Magazines.  The  best  Expedient  I can  think  of  is  to 
support  the  Credit  by  X)a\fing  such  Certified  Accounts,  the 
Particulars  of  which  have  been  honestly  delivered  at  moderate 
prices.  If  any  certified  accounts  shall  appear  to  have  been 
fraudulently  obtained;  your  Judgement  will  be  the  best 
direction  how  to  proceed  therein.  I will  inquii’e  at  Savannah 
into  that  matter,  whether  there  has  been  any  combination  or 
fr'aud  between  the  Persons  who  delivered  the  Goods  and  those 
imployed  by  you,  and  you  will  take  the  advice  of  proper 
persons  how  far  such  Informations  will  justify  you  in  over- 
hawling  those  Accounts. 

TiU  I have  examined  things  at  Savannah  I cannot  see  clear 
enough  to  make  a full  report  but  hope  that  if  the  Parliament 
grants  us  the  Supply,  I shall  be  able  to  settle  all  things  so  as 
to  put  the  Colony  into  a very  fiourishing  condition.  It  will 
cost  me  a gi-eat  deal  of  laboiu’  but  1 shall  giaidge  no  pains 
f(U'  to  bring  alxnit  that  good  end. 

iVmong  other  I)isappointnients  the  great  Drowth  and  the 
Spanish  Alarms  last  year  hath  reinhavd  the  best  and  most 
zealous  part  of  tlie  people  incapable  of  supporting  thtmistdves 
this. year,  but  thank  God  we  are  rid  of  great  nuinbers  of  idle 
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moutlis  who  ran  away  fi’om  tlie  Xortliern  Division  paii  for 
debt,  part  for  fear  of  the  Spaniards. 

I hear  there  are  several  industrious  people  of  some  sub- 
stance who  are  willing  to  come  u])  at  their  own  expence  if  you 
will  give  them  the  forfeited  Lotts. 

The  Spaniards  have  tempted  the  Creek  Intbans  with  gi’eat 
Presents  to  jovn  against  us  which  they  have  refused  and 
yesterday  arrived  a Messenger  from  tlie  Towns  that  the  Chief 
Men  are  cH)niing  down  to  meet  me.  . The  Spaniards  reported 
that  I had  been  disgraced  in  England  and  that  I should  never 
return  and  this  was  cc^ntirmed  by  the  Carolina  traders.  ,,  The 
Creeks  declared  that  they  would  take  no  determination  till 
they  could  see  me  and  their  Chief  men  come  down  to  confer 
with  me  and  I shfdl  see  them  in  a few  Days  at  Savannah. 
This  will  be  a new  Ex])ence  for  there  must  be  Presents  given 
to  them. 

Some  Soldiers  who  had  been  in  the  Irish  Troo]_>s  in  France 
and  Spain  listed  in  our  llegiment.  I had  some  information 
of  this  in  Portsmouth  since  which  I have  found  out  the  whole 
combination,  and  have  taken  the  furlow  which  one  of  them 
had  from  the  Duke  of  Berwick’s  llegiment.  A young  Kecruit 
has  discovered  the  Proposal  the}'  made  to  him  to  secure  some 
advance  Post,  destroy  the  Olticers  and  go  into  Foreign 
service.  I have  ordered  a Gem'ral  Court  Martial  to  be  held 
upon  them,  but  have  not  yet  received  their  lve]^ort.  The 
fellows  are  very  artful  and  it  was  with  great  difficulties  we 
could  find  out  that  they  had  been  in  Foreign  service. 

I am, 

Gentlemen 

Your  most  huni’’*^  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe. 

The  Hon'’^‘^‘  the  Trustees. 

P.  S. 

I send  you  a Plan  of  the  Town  of  Frederica  with  the 
Granted  Lotts  tin'  nanu's  of  tht'  Poss('ssors.  Some  families 
go  away  and  some  are  newly  come,  i send  voii  also  the 
Petition  of  the  old  Freeholders  as  likewise  of  those  iu'mIv 
arrived.  Dr.  Hawkins  is  in  the  rt'giimmt  and  wants  no  juo- 
visions  thmefore  is  not  in  the  List.  T smid  you  a List  of  the 
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new  Freeholders  and  a List  of  the  old  Freeholders  and  of 
their  allowances.  I send  you  a lieturn  of  the  Freeholders 
and  of  the  weekly  issues  to  them  before  my  an-ival.  A List 
of  persons  on  pay  in  the  Trustees  service  at  Frederica. 

The  Establishment  of  St.  Andrews  w'^  consists  of  19  of 
the  Tnistees  Servants  and  10  upon  hire.  I have  ordered  the 
10  upon  hire  to  be  reduced,  but  it  will  be  necessary  to  give 
them  one  month’s  pay  to  enable  them  to  return  to  their 
homes.  I have  also  reduced  the  two  Carpenters  but  have 
continued  Mr.  Hugh  Mackay  to  oversee  the  Trustees  Servants 
and  one  Storekeeper  and  I shall  send  as  many  of  the  Tms- 
tees  Servants  Lorn  the  other  parts  of  the  ProAlnce  as  vdll 
make  up  the  Compliment  and  I hope  by  their  labour  to 
deb’ay  the  charge  of  keeping  them.  The  whole  of  St. 
Andrews  for  keeping  and  employing  the  servants  vdll  be 
=£229  per  ann.  The  Surgeon  of  the  Regiment  will  take  care 
of  the  Servants  so  that  that  Expence  also  will  be  saved  there- 
fore there  wiU  be  31  of  the  Trustees  Servants  subsisted  and 
kept  to  work  for  £229  per  ann:  which  upon  each  viU  be 
£7.12.0. 

Here  are  also  servants  on  pay  at  Frederica  Mr.  Auspour- 
ger  at  3s  per  day  Siuveyor.  J ohn  Calwell  Deputy  Surveyor 
at  2s  per  day  and  the  Labourers  at  the  same  rate.  I have 
ordered  the  Labourers  to  be  turned  off  as  soon  as  the  Ships 
are  unloaded,  in  which  they  assist  and  I shall  get  the  service 
they  now  do,  performed  by  3 of  the  Trustees  servants  who 
are  without  wages.  Their  Food  is  mentioned  in  a List  but 
it  ylll  be  necessary  to  keep  a Cooper  and  the  2 Clerks  Small- 
wood A Dobree  and  the  Storekeeper  IVhite  upon  pay. 

I have  reduced  upon  the  people  of  Frederica  with  their 
ovTi  Consent,  so  that  they  are  now  to  have  but  2tt»s  of  meat 
per  week  per  head  and  they  consent  to  pay  for  even  this  little 
which  they  shall  receive. 

If  we  do  not  supply  these  Expences  the  People  cannot 
kee])  together  here,  1 desire  therefore  an  answer  as  soon  as 
possible  what  1 sliould  do  and  1 shall  ^\l•ite  you  an  ac(*o^ 
from  Savannah  of  that  part  of  the  Province. 

[ /?u/or.sV(/j 

Rec‘1  Jan'  22,  1T3S-9. 

Read  March  26,  1739. 
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GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  THE  TRLSTEES.^ 

19  Oct.  IT^S. 

Gentlemen, 

I rec^^  a Copy  of  Mr.  Yerelst’s  Letter  dated  the  4th  Aug'' 
and  in  answer  to  it,  am  very  glad  that  the  prudent  measures 
you  took  to  stop  all  credit  here  has  had  an  etiect  (as  you 
mentioned)  suitable  to  your  Intentions. 

I have  not  issued  the  500T  Sola  Bills  A do  not  intend  to 
do  it,  ’till  I hear  from  you;  Upon  my  arriyal  I sent  Atr.  Jones 
from  Frederica  S:  haye  taken  possession  of  the  Books 
A Etfects  ill  y^  Store.  Mr.  Jones  Avill  receiye  them  as  soon 
as  they  can  be  deliyered  him  regularly.  I demanded  an 
Inyentory  of  the  Stores  which  Mr.  Causton  has  dehyered 
(but  Mr.  Jones  thinks  ’tis  imperfect)  I send  it  herewith. 
A'ou  will  see  how  small  the  remains  of  the  yast  stores  laid 
in  are  and  how  insufficient  of  supporting  the  Colony  to 
Midsummer. 

These  accounts  are  yery  imperfect  gyeat  part  of  the  Steers 
A Hogs  charged  to  y acco'  are  wild  hi  the  Moods,  others 
lost ; The  price  of  all  oyereharged.  The  acco'  of  stores  sent 
to  Frederica  is  not  allowed  by  the  Storekeeper  there,  he 
aUedghig  that  he  can  proye  they  were  not  deliyered,  the 
Darien  the  same,  and  a gTeat  part  of  what  they  receiyed  was 
damaged  when  sent. 

I am  yery  sorry  to  send  you  such  trilling  papers  but  they 
are  the  only  accompts  I can  yet  get.  The  estimate  of  the 
nioiithly  allowance  of  proyision  for  Seryants  would  lead 
one  into  an  Error,  for  most  of  those  whom  ^Er.  Causton 
tnisted  with  Servants,  cannot  niahitain  them,  A depend  on 
the  Store  for  Subsistence. 

I cannot  as  yet  tind  that  Causton  has  V>een  guilty  of  getting 
for  himself,  tho’  he  has  unaccountably  trilletl  away  the  public 
money;  one  of  the  Folhes  that  has  brouglit  this  mine  on, 
is  tlie  trusting  Pt'oph*  that  iinportuiual  liiiii  w itli  Goods  and 
Provisioms  of  all  kinds  A let  them  discharge  tlie  Debts  bv 
day  lalioiir  in  trilling  woi’ks ; M’hilst  mony  wa.^  thus  squan- 
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(lered  the  veal  necessary  charges  of  the  Colony  were  not 
defrayed ; The  Scout  Boatmen,  Hangers  tS:  others  who 
defended  the  Proyince  are  not  paid  and  starring  whilst  the 
Trustees  owe  them  mony  and  yet  they  were  not  only  con- 
tented to  stay  till  my  arrival,  hut  when  I told  them  the 
Tmstees  cfrcumstances,  their  atfection  was  so  great,  that  they 
offered  t(^  serve  on  until  the  Trustees  affairs  mended; 
I thanked  them  but  reduced  the  Bangers,  since  I could  not 
feed  them  with  ho})es  of  what  I could  not  make  good ; The 
Scout  Boats  I have  for  this  month  paid  out  of  my  own  mony 
since  they  are  absolutely  necessary  and  I will  not  charge 
the  Trustees  with  new  debts. 

There  is  a worse  circumstance  than  any  above,  viz : the 
Industrious  Poor  People,  who  hare  saved  something  by 
fmgality  have  lodged  their  little  all  in  the  store  hoping 
to  have  provisions  from  thence  in  their  Necessity ; and  now 
if  the  store  cannot  pay,  they  must  perish  for  want;  the  like 
misery  must  befall  all  the  Tmstees  servants  as  well  as  many 
of  the  Inhabitants  whom  sickness  and  misfortunes  have 
prevented  from  having  a cro[)  this  year. 

I have  sent  your  Orders  to  Mr.  Stevens  Parker,  a copy 
of  which  I send  you  and  their  answer,  which  I believe  you 
will  think  reasonable  and  a very  good  exju'dient. 

, 'T  can  see  nothing  but  dt'struction  to  the  Colony  unless 
some  assistance  be  immediately  s(mt  us;  I support  things 
for  a while  by  some  numy  I have  in  my  hands,  is  the 
Ballance  of  my  acco^  with  the  Trustees,  and  the  rest  I supply 
withuny  own  Mony  for  I will  not  iiu*urr  Debts  nor  draw  Bills 
upon  you;,  and  if  the  Effects  here  go  to  pay  the  Certiffed 
accompts  they  will  not  near  pay  them,  for  they  will  not 
amount  to  half  the  sum  of  the  Debts  incurred  here  that  are 
not  certiffed. 

If  this  (I  know  not  wliat  name  to  give  it)  had  not  liappeinHl, 
the  Colony  had  overcome  all  its  difficulties  had  been  in 
a ffourishing  condition.  The  ftalians  lu'gin  to  like  tlu‘  Place 
and  tlu‘  family  of  C’aiinMis  have  \\t>und  silk  as  lim'  as  the  la>t 
was  vhich  was  made  in  Georgia,  thert‘  are  a great  many 
iMulberry  Trees  in  the  Gardcm  ^^hich  begin  to  rt‘cover  them- 
selves so  that  iu‘xt  year  tlu'v  will  feed  a gnait  (piaiitity 
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of  worms;  There’s  Earth  fouml  here  that  a Potter  has  bak’d 
into  China  AVare,  they  have  also  found  stone,  they  make  very 
good  brick  and  lime.  There  are  several  yokes  of  (Jxen  broke 
and  several  Carts  with  horses — Since  the  idle  people  have 
run  away,  there  seems  to  be  a spirit  of  Industry  stiiring  but 
I fear  it  comes  too  late,  if  they  are  not  speedily  supported. 
The  Trustees  Saw  Mill  has  worked  and  hath  saw’d  700  feet 
a day  w^^^^  if  managed  right  will  bring  an  income. 

You  recomend  it  to  me,  to  keep  tlie  industrious  people 
from  real  Avant  out  of  the  surplus  of  the  stores  after  payment 
of  the  Debts,  but,  as  I mentioned  aboA'e,  there  will  be  no 
such  suiydus  for  they  are  not  .sutticient  to  pay  half  the  Debts 
owing  here,  and  therefore  I fear  cannot  support  the  People 
till  the  XeAvs  of  what  the  Parliament  may  gi*ant  at  their  next 
Session  can  arrrte. 

Had  any  Bills  been  sent  over  to  me,  or  was  I sure  there 
would  no  demand  be,  upon  what  is  noAv  in  store,  I cordd 
make  shxft  to  support  the  most  Axaluable  part  of  the  People 
which  I shall  still  strrte  to  do,  tho’  Avith  little  hopes  of  success 
for  I must  do  it  out  of  my  oaau  money.  I have  already 
expended  a gi-eat  deal  and  as  far  as  the  Income  of  my  Estate 
and  Employments  for  this  year  will  go,  I shall  sooner  lay 
it  out  in  supporting  the  Colony  (till  I can  hear  from  you) 
than  in  any  otlier  Diversion. 

Y(Au  ask  me  tlie  sum  I think  necessaiy  to  carry  on  the 
Civil  concerns  of  the  Colony.  I reckon  the  loAvest  sum  that 
can  be  expended  here,  if  you  expect  any  success  in  the 
Improvements  in  Silk  and  AAuiie,  and  keep  up  a form  of  CiAul 
GoA'emment,  will  be  £5000  a year  expended  here,  and  you 
are  exceedingly  riglit  in  sending  that  sum  over  in  Sola  Bills 
that  in  time,)  and  in  not  suttering  any  Debt  to  be  con- 
tract(‘d  here  to  Avhich  the  Tnistees  can  be  liable.  It  aaIII  be 
nt'cessary  to  have  a suliicient  sum  t(A  pay  A\liat  you  are  in 
aiTear.  I believe  that  sum  may  be  made  <nit  by  adding  Avhat 
you  OAve  here  to  what  Air.  V(*r('lst  knoAvs  from  the  certiti(‘d 
acco*"*  but  I suspect  tiiere  is  a good  deal  more,  by  their  loose* 
Tnaniu*r  of  k(H*]>ing  their  acco^"^  (since  Mr.  Burnside.  aa’Ikaiu 
I left  here,  Avas  dismisse'd  from  tin*  Store)  that  tliev  scarce 
know  how  mill'll  they  oav(*  : It  is  said  that  then*  is  above 
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1000 owing  to  Carpenters  for  building  Slieds  & Hutts, 
to  Boat  hire  ite,  yet  not  brought  in : — Another  thing  may 
lead  you  into  a mistake  in  behe\ing  that  there  is  mony  due 
to  the  Store  here,  fi’om  the  acco^  Mr.  Causton  sent  you 
of  Goods  issued  fi'om  y*"  store  to  sundry  persons  (a  copy 
whereof  you  sent  me)  wliereas  most  of  those  people  were 
Creditors  who  were  paid  what  Avas  due  to  them  from  the 
Store  by  giving  them  Credit  with  the  Sloop  Owners. 

The  short  state  of  your  affairs  is,  That  this  unhappy  man 
Causton,  hath  contracted  a Debt  at  home  and  abroad  far 
beyond  Avhat  the  Trust  is  possessed  of,  therefore  nothing  can 
be  issued  from  the  store,  exce])t  in  payment  of  Debt,  since 
all  belong  to  the  Creditors. 

There  are  a great  nuiuber  of  People  to  lie  assisted  here. 
Orphans,  AVidows  A the  Sick.  There  is  a great  surplus,  I 
fear  due  by  the  Tmst.  Therefore  the  only  llemedy  I can 
think  of,  is, — If  y Trustees  have  not  Mony  sufficient  to  pay 
the  ceidiffed  Accomj)ts  and  Demands  in  England,  then  to  pay 
what  they  have  equally  at  an  average  and  out  of  the  next 
Supply  (if  anv(  giAen  by  Parliament  to  pay  the  Remainder, 
whilst  I Avill,  out  of  the  Stores  here,  pay  the  Debts  as  far  as 
they  go,  and  make  out  an  Accompt  of  the  remaining  Debt 
which  I think  should  also  be  paid  out  of  the  siq)ply  granted 
by  Parliament.  AVluai  all  the  Debts  are  paid  the  Trustees 
set  out  aneAA , and  stdting  aside  what  the  Expences  of  y'  Office 
and  other  Ex})('iices  in  England  Avill  amount  to  for  the  Year 
they  should  send  hither  in  Sola  Bills  Avhat  part  of  the  Par- 
liamentary Su])})ly  they  think  Avill  be  sufficient  for  the 
Improvement  and  Su}>port  of'  the  Colony.  I think  that  sum 
cannot  be  less  than  EoOOO,  But  whatever  it  is  I Avill  make  it 
gp'as  far  as  possibh^,  it  shall  not  be  exceeded. 

You  hav(‘  give'll  me  onh'rs  to  build  the  Church  and  culti- 
vate the  Lands  tor  leligions  use's  both  lu're'  and  at  Erederica; 
As  I Avill  not  incurr  any  Debts,  1 cannot  proct'ed  unless  you 
send  nu'  Sola  HilK,  or  order  me'  to  issue*  those,'  in  niA'  ]iosse's- 
sion.  And  plae-e  in  tin*  Hank  so  much  of  the'  mony  a]>piMpri- 
ated  to  religious  use's  as  shall  ansAVt'r  the'  Jblls  Avliie-h  you 
order  me*  to  is^uc. 

With  respe'ct  to  Canstem's  be'haviour  he*re,  1 have  alreaely 
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mtmtioned.  I examined  liiin  to  know  what  could  be  the 
meaning,  that  he  dare  to  exceed  so  excessiyelj  your  Orders 
A'  thereby  plunging  the  Colony  into  its  present  difficulties. 
lb‘  answered  that  he  made  no  expences  but  what  necessity 
forced  him  to,  and  that  he  could  proye  that  necessity.  He 
entered  into  seyeral  particulars ; That  the  Multitude  forced 
him  to  build  a Fort  for  fear  of  the  Spaniards;  That  the 
charge  of  Saltzburghers  and  other  charges  Avere  not-proA'ided 
in  the  Establishment  sent  oyer  by  the  Tmstees;  That  he 
iv(‘eiyed  that  Establishment  too  late  to  comply  AAnth  it.  He 
*lid  not  pretend  to  justify  himself  in  not  sending  oA'er  the 
Hallance  of  his  accompts.  His  negligence  to  bring  his  Acco*® 
to  ;i  Hallance  half  yearly,  or  eyery  year  at  least  has  been  the 
occa.sion  of  the  nmlanclioly  scituation  he  has  ])ut  us  in.  Some 
things  he  alledged  that  liad  AA'eight — That  the  prices  of  Pro- 
\isions  Avere  treble  to  Avhat  they  Avere  at  my  first  arriyal  here 
from  A\  hence  Ave  calculated  the  Estimate — That  the  S[)anish 
A hums  obliged  him  to  comply  Avith  the  humour  of  the  people 
lit  re,  for  Avhicdi  reason  he  Avas  forced  to  giye  any  prices  to 
Sloops  to  bring'  doAvm  proyisions  to  the  Colony.  /He  said 
fairht'r  that  he  hml  not  been  guilty  of  any  fraud  nor  con- 
w*rted  any  of  the  Tmstees  niony  to  his  oAvn  use.  He  at  tirst 
^‘•tailed  pretty  stubborn  but  upon  a second  examination  he 
more  submissiA'e ; AVhen  I Avas  about  to  comit  him,  he 
I'h  aded  that  it  Avas  not  usual  here  to  comit  Freeholders  for 
■uiv  hut  Capital  Chimes.  That  AVatson,  aaIio  A\  as  accused  of 
billing  a man,  and.  had  been  found  guilty  by  a Jury,  was 
l'‘ul  (1  upon  his  oaa-ii  Piecognizance.  That  lui  submitted  to  the 
1 nistees  and  tliat  all  he  had  acquired  in  his  six  years  seryice 
' '1  all  that  he  had  in  the  AA'orld  Avas  laid  out  in  improA'ements 
"li  his  Lot  in  the  Colony,  and  that  he  Ayould  giye  all  as 
"^a-urity  to  abide  and  justify  his  acco^^-  He  lias  accordingly 
- ‘'  fi  S(‘cniity.  He  has  deliAered  the  Stores,  Books  Ac.  unto 
'B.  .lon(^s,  according  to  your  appointment.  I haye  not  been 
bi.‘  tn  cuter  into  the  rest  of  the  affiiirs  of  the  ('oloiiA';  The 
..i/.i)urgheis  tliriv(*  and  so  do  tlu'  people  at  Hamp>'tt*a(l  A' 
Bichgate.  Thi're  art*  abundance*  of  good  Houses  built  in 
'-•'*  low  11.  I desire  to  knoAv  in  what  manm*r  yem  would 
*^e  Hu*  ])r(H*e'('d  in  CaustoiCs  atlair.  And  I desire  aou 
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would  favour  me  \vitli  }’our  answer  to  this  letter  as  soon  as 
possible. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obed*^  lium^^*'  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe. 

Savanah 

October  19,  1738. 

[Indorsrtl  ] 

Geii^  Ogletlior})e  to  the  Trustees  wrote  by  Mr.  Jones, 
rec"^  22  Jan''-^  folio ws 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  ALDERMAN  HEATH- 

COTE.^ 

20  Nov.  1738. 

Frederica,  20  Nov.  1738. 

Dear  George, 

I am  here  in  one  of  the  most  delightful  situations  as  any 
man  could  wish  to  be.  A great  number  of  Debts,  empty 
magazines,  no  money  to  sup})ly  them,  numbers  of  people  to 
be  fed,  mutinous  Soldiers  to  command,  a Spanish  Claim  A a 
large  body  of  tlieii-  Troo[)s  not  far  fi-oni  us.  But  as  we  are 
of  the  same  kind  of  spirit  these  Dilhculties  have  the  same 
effect  u])on  me,  as  those  you  met  with  in  the  City,  had  upon 
you.  They  rather  animate  than  daunt  me. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  Debts  due  to  the  Merchants 
<fe  others  for  su]>portiiig  the  Colony  in  the  time  of  the  gi'eatest 
Dangers  oiiglit  to  be  paid  for  by  tlu'  Parliament.  Shall  they 
who  ventured  their  (‘tfeets  to  j)reveiit  a CV^lony’s  being  swal- 
lowed up  by  a Spanish  Invasion,  be  mined  for  tlalr  Pnblii'k 
Spirit?  Shall  tlie  poor  men  who  are  li(‘re  in  Garrison  in  the 
Tmstees  service,  on  the  utmost  frontiers  of  America  starve 
fi>r  want  of  the  ])ay  whic'li  is  due  to  them.  I am  ]>erswaded 

" 1’.  K.  O,  15.  T.  \ol,  'U.  p.  y”. 
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the  Commons  of  England  will  never  think  so.  If  the  Trustees 
will  but  conceid  and  apply  to  Parliament  for  a sufficient  sum 
they  ceidainly  Mill  succeed.  It  is  the  interest  of  the  Mer- 
chants who  haye  the  certified  Accounts  to  assist  them.  The 
Parliament  ought  to  enable  the  Trustees  to  pay  these  Debts 
for  the  following  reasons.,.  They  granted  £20,000  for  the 
whole  Expence  of  the  Colony,  but  when  they  separated  the 
Military  from  the  Ciyil,  they  granted  but  £8,000  for  the  Cnil 
Expence,  supposing  that  a Eegiinent  would  arriye  there  which 
woidd  take  off  the  Militar}'  Expence,  but  it  was  near  a year 
before  the  Peginieiit  arriyed  all  which  time  the  Trustees 
Officers  were  obliged  to  continue  the  Expences  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Proffince  by  maintaining  the  Militia  who  were 
under  arms,  by  paying  Scout  boats,  Dangers  and  Garrisons 
and  supplying  the  Indians  with  Arms,  Amunition  and  Neces- 
saries, in  order  to  keep  them  in  readiness  against  the  Spanish 
Inyasion. 

Tliese  measures  occasioned  Debt  but  these  measures  pre- 
seiwed  the  Proyince  and  frustrated  the  attempts  of  the 
Spaniards  from  Cuba  and  Augustine,  nay  eyen  preyented 
their  daring  to  attack  so  much  as  one  Out  Post. 

But  supposing  on  the  contrary  the  Trustees  Seiwants  here 
had  not  yenture<l  to  1 )uy  Proyisions  on  credit,  but  had  on  the 
ceasing  of  the  Military  Establishment  and  before  the  aiTiyal 
of  the  liegiment  abandoned  the  Garrisons,  the  Spaniards 
might  then  have  taken  possession  of  them,  without  so  much 
as  an  Hostility  and  the  Nation  would  haye  had  no  remedy 
but  api)lying  t(^  Commissaries  or  entering  into  a Mar.  These 
measures  therefore  ought  to  be  justified,  and  the  Parliament 
if  ap})lied  to,  will  doubtless  enable  the  Trustees  to  pay  those 
who  so  frankly  riscpied  their  substance  for  the  Publick 
seryice. 

I iit'ed  not  conjure  you  by  your  friendslii])  to  nu‘,  for  I 
know  your  own  publick  spirit  will  make  you  animate  our 
fi’itMids  to  a])ply  to  Parliament,  and  pusli  foi-  such  a su]^ply 
as  may  pay  tic  l)cl»is  and  continue  to  support  the  Iniprovt'- 
nnmts  <»f  tlie  ('olony.  I shall  add  nothing  more  than  to 
assuia;  you  that  in  what  ever  part  of  tlu.‘  world  1 am,  nffither 
distance  nor  time  can  lessen  the  sincere  atlection  1 have  for 
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you  and  hope  yon  will  believe  me  to  be 
Your  most  obedient 

most  humble  Seiw*^ 

James  Oglethorpe. 


Alderman  Heathcote. 


[H.  VEEELST.  r 

GENEKAL  OGLETHOKPE  TO  THE  ACCOUNT.ANT 

22  Nov.  1738. 

Frederica  in  Georgia 
Noy^  22d,  1738. 
Sir, 

I caimot  yet  get  Mr.  Causton's  Balance  of  Account,  nor  can 
I be  sure  of  the  Debts  due  in  Georgia;  every  day  fresh 
demands  come  in.  By  my  best  guess  there  is  above  £8000 
due  in  Georgia,  besides  the  Certified  Accounts.  The  Expence 
here  of  the  vear  for  the  Improvements  of  the  Colony  the 
Civil  Government  and  Presents  to  the  Indians  cannot  be 
brought  under  £5.000  for  the  year.  The  Trustees  Stores  will 
be  no  assistance  at  all  towards  it,  since  they  have  been 
ordered  to  be  issued  in  payment  of  Debts  at  Savannah.  I 
have  desired  Mr.  Jones  to  draw  out  a particular  of  all  the 
Expences  that  are  absolutely  necessary.  I hope  therefore 
that  the  Trustees  will  ap})ly  to  Parliament  for  a sum  sufficient 
to  pay  the  certified  accoimts,  the  Debts  incurred  here  6c  to 
proGde  for  the  charges  of  the  year.  They  will  be  the  best 
Judges  how  much  tliat  sum  must  be.  I reckon  the  Military 
Ex})ence  for  the  year,  betw(‘en  the  ceasing  of'  the  Military 
Establishment  and  tlie  arrival  of  the  lleginient  might  amoimt 
to  £12,000.  I ivekon  therefore  the  Debts  c(utified  and 
uncertitied  that  aie  uu|)aid  must  amount  to  m'ar  that  sum 
and  tlie  Exp(‘iiee  of  tlie  year  from  my  arrival  this  November 
to  tlie  1st  of  next  Noveiid)er  will  be  £'5,000.  If  tlie  Trii.'>t('es 
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think  the  sum  of  £17,000  is  juore  than  they  can  obtain  from 
Parliament,  the}'  will  do  what  they  think  best,  but  if  y®  Par- 
liament does  not  pay  the  Debts,  It  yill  only  be  impossible  to 
support  the  Colony  at  all,  but  the  misery  of  the  poor  people 
who  came  upon  their  own  Expences  and  trusted  their  little 
Fortunes  upon  the  Publick  Faith  will  be  inexpressible.  The 
Clamour  also  of  the  Merchants  who  furnished  Pro^'isions  ctca. 
in  the  time  of  the  Spanish  Alarm  upon  seeing  the  -necessity 
of  suppoiding  y^  Colony,  will  be  very  gi*eat.  I should  there- 
fore move  the  Trustees  to  insist  upon  a sum  sufficient  to  pay 
the  Debts  and  support  the  Colony,  and  I am  so  persuaded 
that  the  Parliament  will  grant  such  a sum  that  I venture 
upon  pacing  all  the  necessary  Expences  here,  out  of  my  ov*!! 
Pocket,  without  dravdiig  on  y^  Tmstees  or  charging  them 
w'ith  any  deld,  till  I hear  of  y^‘  determination  of  Parliament, 
which  I fear  vill  be  near  six  months,  in  which  time  I fear  I 
sliall  have  expended  (though  I shall  use  the  utmost  Oecono- 
my)  near  £*2,500. 

I have  paid  £100  pursuant  to  the  Trustees  order  to  Lyon 
to  enable  him  to  carry  on  y*^  Yineyards.  I sent  you  by  my 
last  letter  his  Eeceipt  A I have  secured  the  other  .£100  to 
liim.  I have  paid  at  8a^  annah  about  £400  part  in  purchas- 
ing Provisions  for  the  supi)lving  of  the  most  necessitous 
people,  paii  for  making  up  presents  to  the  Indians.  Four 
Kings  of  whom,  with  great  numbers  of  Warriours  and 
.Vtteiidants  80  in  jdl  came  down  there  to  meet  me  and  to 
assure  me  of  their  Fidelity  to  His  Majesty  and  that  they  had 
n‘j(‘cted  the  Spanish  oliers. 

I have  ordered  the  account  of  the  Issues  of  Indian 
l‘i’«‘soiits  to  be  made  out  and  sent  to  you.  I have  sent  vou 
also  an  acknowhalgment  signt'd  l)y  the  Officers  who  arrived 
the  tirst  ]>art  of  th<‘  Troo])s,  of  their  having  Boats 
Jiiinislu'd  to  them.  A'  boarded  Hutts  built  for  tluaii  at  the 
Iriistees  Ex}>en(H‘,  whicdi  is  demandable  from  Parliament.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  g(*t  in  \ et  tlu'  particular  account,  but 
whole  must  anioiiiit  to  al>o\t‘  ClIHH),  for  tlie  Beginit'iit 
and  all  the  persons  belonging  to  them  amount(‘d  to  above 
and  the  Hutts  and  Boat  hire  foi-  them  and  sucli  a 
tiuantity  of  stores  as  came  over  cannot  be  reckoned  at  less 
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than  20s.  cliarge  ])er  lioad  one  with  another.  I have  cleliverecl 
the  yawl  to  the  Pilot  for  to  he  a Pilot  boat,  according  to  y® 
Tmstees  order.  I have  ordered  ( ’opies  of  the  Wast  book 
kept  at  the  store  at  Frederica  to  be  made  out  cV  sent  over  to 
you  every  nujiith  from  the  time  of  my  coming  over.  There 
is  not  hands  to  post  up  after  the  Italian  manner  of  book 
keeping,  but  I suppose  if  you  have  a Wast  book  sent  over 
you  may  do  that  in  London.  I hope  if  y*^  Parliam*  makes  a 
Grant  that  the  Trustees  will  immediately  send  Sola  Bills  tor 
what  they  intend  should  be  the  Expence  of  the  year. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant 

James  Oglethokee. 

Inclosed  I send  you  an  Acc^ 
of  the  Mutiny  at  St.  Andiews, 
and  a letter  to  Mr.  Holland 
which  if  he  is  not  in  Toavu 
you  may  open  and  read  and 
communicate  to  Trustees. 

I I/i(^r)r.sed\ 

General  Oglethorpe  to  the  Accountant, 
rec^  15  FelpJ-  1738-(9.) 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  H.  YERELST.- 

21  Dec.  1788. 


SlE 


21st  December,  1738. 


Mr.  Mackintosh  s])oke  to  me  and  slu)wed  me  your  letter  to 
him  of  the  11th  August.  T found  that  he  had  dis]a)sed  pur- 
suaiit  to  the  Tnisti'cs  ( )rdcrs  a [>ai  t ot  the  S(‘r\  aiits  to  the 
Frei'hohh'is  of  Oaritai  u[)ou  Crt'dit,  'which  iMieouragement 
liad  enabled  that  Seltleimuit  to  coiitiiiiie  under  all  the  dillb 
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ciilties  arising  from  the  Spanish  Alarms  Aca.  they  being 
the  Frontier  Settlement  on  the  Continent.  The  remaining 
Servants  he  had  reserved  in  the  Tinstees  hands.  The 
Women  were  a dead  charge  to  the  Trust,  excepting  a few 
who  mended  the  Cloaths,  dressed  the  Victuals  and  washed 
the  Linnen  of  the  Tmstees  Men  Servants.  Some  of  the 
Soldiers  who  were  Highlanders  desiring  to  marry  them 
Women  I gave  them  leave  upon  their  discharging  the  Trus- 
tees from  all  future  Charges  arising  from  them.  The  Men 
Servants  are  now  taught  to  saw  and  they  make  good  work 
and  indeed  are  the  only  hands  in  the  Province  that  bring 
any  advantage  to  the  Trust.  therefore  thought  it  improper 
to  take  from  the  Saw  till  the  Trustees  knew  the  Circum- 
stances and  gave  their  farther  orders.  They  are  novr  sawing 
Timber  for  the  Church  or  rather  Chappel  at  Frederica  which 
I have  agTeed  to  have  built.  The  whole  Building  will  be 
sixty  foot  long  by  twenty  foot  wide,  three  Stories,  the  two 
Lowermost  Cellars  and  Pioonis  for  Provisions,  Books  and 
the  uppermost,  a Chappel.  The  assistance  of  y^"  Timber,  the 
work  of  the  Trustees  Servants  A the  Flints  I brought  over, 
will  make  such  a saving  that  I think  I shall  get  the  whole 
tinished  for  less  than  £150  Money,  exclusive  of  y®  Timber 
and  Labour  of  the  Trustees  Servants  iind  if  this  Building 
was  to  be  performed  without  their  assistance.  It  would  have 
cost  above  double  that  sum.  / 

‘ It  is  impossible  at  this  present,  for  the  Freeholders  at 
Darien  to  pay  in  M(jney  for  their  Servants,  but  they  are  very 
willing  and  able  to  pay  in  sawed  stuff  both  for  that  and  the 
Provisions  which  they  owe;  They  have  wanted  Provisions 
for  three  Quarters  of  this  year  having  raised  but  just  enough 
^ orn  to  supply  themselves  three  months.  I am  forced  there- 
f<'r(i  to  let  tliem  have  one  bushel  of  Corn  and  eight  pounds  of 
Ra*at  per  head  per  month  u})on  C'redit. 

Mr.  M'  Intosh  will  write  to  you  more  at  large  the  affairs  of 
Darini. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Ytmr  \ery  humble  Serv^ 

James  OtiLETnoRrE, 


Mr.  Harman  Yerelst. 
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[ Inrlorsac^ 

rec'^  28  August  1739. 

General  Ogletlioipe’s  letter  to  the  Tnistees  Accountant. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  THE  TRUSTEES.'^ 


8 Makch  1T88-9. 


Savannah  Stli  Harch  1738-9. 

Gen'P- 

Mr.  OluTan  is  a iiian  who  hath  kept  a Storeliouse  for  fur- 
nishing the  Indian  Traders  with  Goods,  he  took  up  a Lot 
on  the  lirst  Settlement  of  Augusta,  and  hath  returned  me  the 
Inclosed  Plot  thereof.  I should  recommend  to  you  the 
granting  to  him  and  tlie  heirs  male  of  his  Body  under 
the  same  Restrictions,  Reservations  and  Limitations  as  usual, 
the  said  500'^  acres  of  Land  and  to  send  over  the  said  Grant 
under  your  Seal  unto  him.  The  settlement  of  Augu.sta 
is  of  gi-eat  service  it  heing  30U  miles  from  the  Sea,  and  the 
Key  of  all  the  Indian  Oountrey  therefore  I recommend  to  you 
the  forwarding  the  said  Grant,  it  heing  a reward  of  a consid- 
erable inhabitant,  who  begun  the  vScttlement  of  the  ToAvn 
at  his  own  Expence  with  a well  furnished  Warehouse.  There 
are  also  several  other  men  who  have  deserved  extreamly  well 
of  the  Trustees  whom  I shall  recommend  to  you  for  Lotts 
near  the  said  Place. 

I am, 

Gentlemen 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

James  OciEETiioitRE. 

The  hon’'‘‘‘  the  Trustees. 


P.  R.  O.  Georyii.  13.  T.  \ol  Jl, 
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GEXEKAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  THE  TRI^STEES.“ 

9 :\rARCH  1788-9. 

Savannah  9th  March  1788-9. 

Gentlemen, 

I acquainted  you  upon  iny  first  arrival  vitli  the  terrible 
bad  situation  of  affairs,  but  I find  you  received  those  advices 
extreamly  late  by  reason  of  neglect  at  Charles  Town. 

The  Store  hath  received  a second  advice  from  you  that 
you  have  sent  back  an  account  Certified  lyv  Mr.  Causton 
of  £772.-1.7  due  to  3ir.  Symond  for  Goods  deliver’d  to  the 
Stores  here,  and  tliat  you  have  ordered  it  to  be  paid  here. 
The  scituation  of  the  Stores  you  will  find  l)v  Mr.  Jones’s 
Letters  as  well  as  mine  and  that  there  was  a great  deal  more 
due  amongst  the  People  upon  the  Sped  here,  than  the  Stores 
amoiuited  to.  The  Store  offered  Mr.  Purry,  Avho  is  Mr. 
Symond’s  Ck)rrespondent,  to  deliver  him  Provisions  Aca.  that 
were  in  store  in  payment  of  the  Debts,  at  the  prices  Avhich 
other  Credit(^rs  offered  to  take  them  in  payment  of  theirs, 
but  he  said  he  was  unwilling  to. take  the  ProA’isions  AA'hich 
was  all  that  the  poor  people  here  had  to  keep  them  fi-om 
starving,  out  of  their  mouths.  And  also  that  his  demand  Avas 
for  Goods  sold  for  Money,  and  not  for  Provisions  and  Goods 
Avhich  he  cbd  not  knoAv  Iioav  to  raise  money  uptAii  if  he  had 
them.  Mr.  Purry  here,  as  Avell  as  Mr.  Symond  at  London, 
haA'e  been  of  gveat  service  to  the  Colony.  All  that  they  liaA'e 
delh'ered  into  the  stores  has  been  of  the  best  sorts  in  a good 
condition  and  at  the  lowest  ]>rices  and  if  other  people  had 
dealt  as  well  by  the  Truste(^s  there  had  been  s«'veral 
thousands  of  Pounds  savt'd.  I should  tlu'refort'  rt‘comniend 
it  to  you  as  a j)oint  of  ex])ediency  as  Avell  as  Justice,  to  pav 
out  tlu‘  first  mniiics  that  come  to  hand  tliis  Demand 
of  Mr.  Symonds. 

There  Avas  £1*2().0,2  more  deliveiaal  l)v  Mr.  Purry  to  the 
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I Store  here  before  my  arrival  & expended  otherwise,  he  would 

j have  took  the  same  goods  back  again, 

i I am, 

i Gent“ 

[ Your  most  obedient 

[ humble  Servant 

1 ' James  Oglethorpe. 

!• 

^ There  is  also  ano’’  acco“ 

not  yet  settled,  but  w^^^  is 
supposed  may  amo^  to  ab‘ 

! 400  and  odd  pounds  for  prov® 

f & goods  deP  before  my  arrival 

and  Money  to  the  Missionary. 

\ : 

The  hon'^^^  the  Trustees. 

[Indorsed] 
rec^  18  June  1739. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  THE  TRUSTEES.^ 

12  March  1738-9. 

Savannah  P2tli  March  1738-9. 

Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  great  difficulty  I carried  on  affiiirs  here.  "Mr. 
Jones  hath  acted  with  steadiness  and  courage,  he  desired  me, 
not  to  contirm  a Ccu'titicate  signtal  by  Mr.  Causton  in  favour 
of  Mr.  AVillianis  for  the  reasons  in  his  Letter.  Mr.  AVilliains 
is  very  angiy  and  hath  got  the  ]H)or  people  of  Savannali, 
many  of  whom  are  det‘ply  in  d(;bt  to  him,  to  sign  the  Petition 
for  Negroes  vliich  aHirms  tliat  wiiitt'  men  cannot  work  in  this 
Proviiu-t*.  Tlli^  assert  ion  1 can  <li'>[)rove  ly  hundrt'ds  of  AVit- 
nesses,  all  the  Saltzburghers  the  [)eo[)le  of  Darien,  many 
at  Frederica  and  Savannah  and  all  the  Industrious  in  the 
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Province.  The  idle  ones  are  indeed  for  Negroes.  If  the 
Petition  is  countenanced,  the  Province  is  mined.  Mr.  IVil- 
liams  and  Doctor  Talfeur  will  buy  most  of  the  Lands  at 
Savannah  with  Debts  due  to  them  and  the  Inhabitants  must 
go  otf  and  l)e  succeeded  by  Negrijes,  Yet  the  veiy  debtors 
have  l>een  weak  enough  to  sign  their  Desire  of  Leave  to  sell. /' 
A worse  alfair  hath  hap[)ened,  upon  the  civil  letter  wrote 
by  the  Trustees  to  Mr.  Causton  to  furnish  CV)h)nel  Cochran 
with  what  he  wanted  for  the  Regiment  and  paying  for  the 
same,  a Credit  hath  been  given  to  his  order  to  amount 
of  i-98o.l8.3  and  Mr.  Causton  hath  taken  from  Col.  CocliTan 
£198  in  AVines.  The  Debt  cannot  be  demanded  of  the 
Regiment  for  Regiments,  liave  nothing  but  the  pay  of  each 
individual  OHicter  and  Man.  AAlien  six  Soldiers  v/ere  sub- 
sisted out  of  tlie  Trustees  Store,  no  more  should  have  been 
issued  than  what  their  Pay  would  have  discharged  but  they 
have  received  and  s})ent  their  Pay,  and  the  Debt  for  their 
subsistence  is  still  due  to  the  Trustees  nor  can  I tell  from 
whence  the  money  can  come  for  to  disclmrge  it. 

I have  advanced  for  the  service  of  the  Colony  about  £2000 
and  have  drawn  Bills  upon  Mr.  Yerelst  upon  my  own  account 
and  have  ordered  all  my  Casli,  Pay  and  Salary  k appoint- 
ments in  his  hands  to  answer  those  Bills,  with  that  Sum 
I have  paid  the  five  months  Expences  since  my  arrival  and 
if  the  Parliament  liave  granted  any  Moiiev  I hope  you  muII 
reserve  that  sum,  that  wlnm  you  are  satisfied  that  it  hath 
been  applied  in  such  manner  as  you  sluill  a])pvove  of,  you 
will  pay  that  money  into  tln^  hands  of  Mr.  Yerelst  for 
re])lacing  my  money  that  paid  the  Bills. 

There  are  10  ounce's  of  silk  worms  Eggs  liatched  and  Lyon 
hath  planted  ] of  an  acre  of  Adm^yaid  which  thrives  well 
and  hath  20  acre's  cleared  alrt'ady  wliie-h  he  inteiiels  to  plant 
in  the  fall.  The'  'Trustees  have  1 an  acre  and  the  Plants  have 
be'gun  te)  sheait  A pre)inise  well. 

I am, 

(4entle'int'n 

Ye)ur  me)st  e)beelie'nt  humble  Servant 

James  Or.  i.etho u r*E. 
rec'  by  (,’apt.  Yi'emian  14  May  1739. 
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GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  THE  TRUSTEES* 

4 July  1739. 

Frederica  in  Georgia  4tli  July  1739. 

Gentlemen, 

Give  me  leave  to  tliank  you  for  the  gi*eat  care  you  took 
to  send  immediate  assistance  to  me,  by  ordering  the  issuing 
of  the  Five  Hundred  Pounds  in  Bills  and  by  sending  me  X710 
in  Bills,  and  by  the  vigorous  push  you  made  in  Parliament, 
the  Resolutions  of  vhich  hath  preserved  this  Colony,  and  by 
it  covered  all  the  Trade  of  North  America  from  the  Spanish 
Guarda  Costas. 

I am  very  glad  to  find  by  the  last  of  yours  that  you  have 
come  to  a Resolution  of  keeping  no  stores  here  after  what 
is  at  present  in  the  Magazines  is  expended  but  for  the  future 
paying  for  the  Servants  Subsistance  and  other  Expences  in 
ready  Money.  In  this  there  is  but  two  difiiculties  which 
I hope  to  be  able  to  regulate  in  the  execution,  the  first  is  the 
Merchants  seeing  that  there  is  no  publick  Stores  may  run  up 
the  Prices  of  aU  provisions  to  treble  the  value  so  that  the 
People  may  not  with  their  Money  be  able  to  buy  Food,  the 
second  is  that  the  People  themselves  when  they  receive  then- 
pay  may  spend  it  in  Drink  instead  of  buying  victuals  and  so 
sufter  in  their  healths  as  the  Independent  Company  did  in 
General  Nicholson's  time  of  whom  two  thirds  died  in  a year. 
However  I believe  both  these  Inconveniences  may  be  pre- 
vented by  the  Regnilations  which  I shall  make  for  the  Mer- 
chants A Suttlers.  I do  not  doubt  but  the  sum  gi-anted 
by  Parliament  will  enable  us  not  only  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
Colony  and  subsist  it  for  this  j ear,  but  also  have  a Fund 
beforehand,  which  will  prevent  any  aecideiits  for  the  future, 
but  to  l)riiig  this  about  there  must  bt'  a steiidy  and  regular 
maimer  of  acting  here.  There  are  several  Expi'uces  abso- 
lutely neci'ssarv  and  tin*  faetioiis  humour  of  many  ])eo}>le, 
the  ditlicullie.^.  of  linding  amongst  siu-li  as  are  s<.‘iit  hither, 
any  persons  of  })ro[x‘r  confidenct-  to  eM'cute  a Trust  where 
a Gain  attends,  is  very  great.  The  Tem[)tations  of  large 
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8ums  to  poor  people  who  have  given  no  security  are  difficult 
to  be  withstood,  and  I have  met  with  so  much  Roguery  that 
I have  been  obliged  to  change  hands  frequently . ^ The  powers 
given  to  the  Magistrates  have  generally  been  made  use 
of  either  to  get  by  winking  at  men  wffio  disobey  the  Laws 
or  expecting  large  allow^ances  fr-om  the  Trustees  for  doing 
their  duty  and  they  have  banded  at  Savannah  so  strong!} 
together  that  they  refused  Mr.  Jones  as  he  informs  me  to 
take  any  measui’es  for  preventing  People  wiio  w'ere  running 
away  with  effects  wiien  in  the  Trustees  debt.  ^ The  People 
have  fr*equently  been  striding  to  deny  any  authority  in  me 
S:  w’ould  fain  bring  the  Tryal  of  the  Trastees  Properties 
before  Juries  almost  every  one  of  whom  is  interested  by 
being  Debtors  to  the  Tmstees  and  many  Declared  that  they 
w'ould  bring  in  their  verdicts  according  to  their  interest. 
They  very  ignorantly  and  unjustly  at  Savannah  tried  the 
People  wiio  broke  through  the  Rum  Law  by  Juries  who 
acquitted  the  Sellers  in  spite  of  evidence.  Here  at  Frederica 
the  Magistrates  acted  wisely,  they  tried  and  convicted  them 
at  Petty  Sessions  as  Justices  of  Peace  and  amongst  others 
levied  upon  a Master  of  a Sloop  who  had  so  many  Friends 
amongst  the  Freeholders  that  they  publickly  declared  in 
Town  that  no  Jury  would  convict  him  though  he  tapped 
a Cask  at  noon  day.  This  steady  proceeding  and  the 
appointing  a very  brisk  man,  Patrick  Grant  (a  relation  of  Sir 
James  Grant’s)  Naval  Officer  and  Searcher  has  got  the  better 
of  Rum  here. 

I am  insensibly  got  off*  from  the  most  important  matter 
that  of  keeping  the  Expences  of  the  Province  within  bound 
and  at  the  same  time  pushing  on  the  Improvements  of  Silk 
and  Wine  and  other  Agiiculture  making  the  Province  capable 
of  subsisting  itself,  and  encouraging  industry  in  such  manner 
as  the  Inhabitants  may  be  able  to  raise  and  sell  Footl  suffi- 
citMit  for  the  Regiment’s  consumption  and  for  the  Trustees 
^’■rvants  so  that  they  may  mff  be  obliged  to  buy  from  the 
neigld)ouring  Colonies,  wliich  if  it  can  be  compassed  the 
Planters  by  that  money  will  be  enabled  not  only  to  purchase 
CK)thing  but  also  to  pay  for  the  passage  of  Servants  and 
''ther  hil)uiiniig  liands  anti  thert'by  increase  the  people  of  the 
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Colony  without  any  new  ex]M‘nco  to  the  Puhlick  and  these 
methods  have  already  had  their  effect  in  Pensilvania  which 
is  groAvn  wonderful  populous  by  the  German  Servants. 

I have  been  labouring  to  reduce  the  Expences  within 
bounds  and  to  fix  them  with  some  certainty  but  have  mtd; 
with  so  many  other  affairs  arising  from  Oppositions,  many 
of  which  were  surely  set  on  foot  on  purpose  to  prevent 
my  haGng  time  to  regulate  the  Expences  .and  look  into 
accoimts.  I tliink  I have  got  pretty  near  through  and  should 
have  finished  in  about  a months  time  but  the  Indians  have 
been  stiiTed  up  to  insist  upon  my  meeting  them  and  they 
hold  a General  Assembly  for  that  purpose  upon  the  Result 
of  wliich  depends  the  welfare  not  only  of  this  but  of  the 
Colony  of  Carolina.  The  Spaniards  and  French  have  both 
been  very  active  and  have  spared  no  pains  to  gain  an  interest 
sufficient  amongst  the  Indians  to  persuade  them  to  separate 
from  the  English. 

I send  you  an  account  of  sundry  Disbursements  made 
by  me  by  the  hands  of  ^loore,  and  I submit  them  to  you 
to  consider  of  them  and  if  3 011  think  thev  ought  to  be  repaid, 
3^011  will  please  to  pay  them  to  Mr.  Yerelst  on  1113'  account. 
If  there  are  anv  Articles  that  vou  object  to,  if  3*011  will  let 
me  know  them  I will  explain  them  in  the  General  Account, 
this  being  onlv  an  account  of  sc^nie  Disbursements  which 
I send  home  for  vimr  penisal  till  I can  get  the  General 
Account  and  the  Issues  of  all  the  Stores  and  Provisions 
1)3'  me  bought  and  applied  to  tlu'  Trust's  serGce. 

It  is  necessary  to  set  down  the  following  Articles  for 
explaining  the  Expences  of  the  Province. 

1st.  The  whole  Civil  and  Alilitarv  Expences  were  to  be 
defrayed  by  the  Trustees  till  the  arrival  of  the  Regiment 
And  till  my  ariival  none  of  tin'  Trust's  Military  Ex])ences 
were  reduced. 

2ndh'.  On  the  arrival  of  the  first  Detachment  with  (\)lonel 
Cochran,  the  Tnistees  were  put  to  new  Expences  for  Ih^ats 
to  cany  ii]»  rlir  Soldiers,  the  King's  Stores  and  Provisions, 
also  for  Warehouses  for  tlnuu  ; and  at  the  Trustees  Expence 
also  deft-lhaird  House  Mere  built  for  the  reci'ption  of  tlie 
five  Coinpaniit's  qiiarten'il  fi)r  tlie  Defeiiee  of  Georgia.  These 
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Expences,  had  I been  here,  sliould  not  have  been  paid,  but 
have  been  directly  certified  liome,  that  the  Trustees  may  have 
applied  to  the  Crown  to  obtain  payment  for  the  persons  who 
had  disburst  them.  It  is  very  true  that  they  were  absolutely 
necessary  or  the  Troops  must  have  perished.  / It  is  also  as 
true  that  Colonies  who  levy  Taxes  upon  the  people  do  out 
of  them  Taxes  defray  all  such  contingent  Charges  necessary 
for  the  Troops  sent  for  their  Defence.  But  this'  is  not  the 
case  of  Georgia,  where  there  can  be  no  Taxes  levied  and 
consequently  the  Trastees  cannot  defray  the  Contingencies, 
therefore  they  very  properly  ought  to  have  been  represented 
to  the  Crown. 

3rdly.  Mr.  Horton  when  he  found  that  it  was  necessary 
there  should  be  Cleft-board  Houses  provided  for  covering 
the  Begiment,  imployed  as  many  of  the  Inhabitants  as  w'ere 
indebted  to  the  Tnistees  for  food,  as  would  work,  and  thereby 
lessened  the  Expence  of  those  Buildings,  since  he  thereby 
secured  the  Payment  of  Debts  which  it  would  otherwise  have 
been  very  difficult  to  recover. 

4thly.  IMr.  Hugh  Mackay  imployed  at  St.  Andrews  the 
Trustees  Servants  to  build  the  Cleft -board  Houses  there  and 
s«>me  few  other  Caiq:>enters  and  hired  men. 

othly.  I presume  that  the  Tmstees  have  a very  good 
Demand  for  the  building  of  the  above  mentioned  two  Camps 
of  Cleft-board  Houses  in  which  500  Men  and  their  Officers 
are  conveniently  lodged  since  it  was  done  by  servants  and 
Cn*ditors  fed  and  clothed  by  the  Trust,  whose  Labours  have 
b. fii  other  ways  of  use  to  them. 

‘•tlily.  It  is  necessary  for  the  Trustees  to  use  theii*  En- 
deavours to  people  the  Colony  for  which  they  are  entrusted 
'vitli  the  Pubhck  Money.  People  cannot  live  without  protec- 
ts »n  and  communication.  'The  regiilar  Troops  protect  the 
l i'tiitier  Islands  but  Boats  an^  necessary  for  Communication 
ainl  \\  iitchmen  for  preserving  the  peace  of  the  Country  and 
H<‘}«-uh‘u  for  jmrsuing  in  the  Woods  Felons,  Pvunaway 
"■i’. ants,  Outlaws  and  8la\es  from  Cart)lina  uliich  have 
•dr^-ady  molested  the  Inland  parts  of  the  Countrey,  and  thiev- 
tor  want  of  Bangers  to  pursue  them  is  grown  so  common 
to.it  great  numbers  of  Hogs  and  not  a few  Chattel  have  been 
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killed  in  tlie  Woods  so  that  it  is  dansjeroiis  to  let  them  and 
People  have  neither  Inclosures  nor  Food  to  keep  them  at 
home.  The  killing  and  stealing  of  Hogs  has  l)een  so  fi’equent 
at  Savannah  that  there  is  hardly  one  person  in  that  Town 
that  has  one  though  when  I left  that  Province  there  were 
several  hundreds  there. 

7thly.  There  are  great  numbers  of  Servants  l)elonging 
to  the  Tmstees,  those  at  Savannah  were  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Bradley  and  Mr.  Causton,  of  whose  work  I have  been 
hitherto  not  able  to  get  a.  full  account.  Those  at  Darien  were 
under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Mclntc^sh  and  have  learned  to  saw, 
so  that  all  the  Boards  imployed  in  the  King’s  Works,  as  also 
those  for  building  the  Chappel  at  Frederica  have  been  sawed 
uA  them,  the  value  of  which,  I believe  will  near  answer  the 
keeping  of  them.  And  next  year,  as  they  are  now  Masters 
of  their  Business,  will  I hope  considerably  more  than  main- 
tain them.  The  Servants  on  Amelia  are  under  Mr.  Hugh 
Mackays  charge  tliere  is  a very  fertile  spot  of  gi’ound  on 
which  I placed  them  and  they  have  made  a Plantation ; 
It  promises  fair  for  a greut  crop  of  corn,  much  more  than 
they  can  eat,  but  their  cloathing  and  meat  kind  will  be  still 
some  charge,  nor  can  the  Trustees  expect  that  their  Servants 
should  at  first  entirely  defray  their  charges  for  they  must 
consider  that  a great  part  of  their  time  must  be  taken  up  in 
building  Hutts  and  clearing  and  fencing  of  Land,  which  is  an 
Improvement  of  the  Province  and  a gneater  gain  to  it  than 
the  Crop  raised  within  the  A’ear. 

Stilly.  S(‘veral  Boats  are  absolutely  necessaiT  for  the 
Province,  one  at  least  to  I'acli  Settlement,  which  if  the  Trust 
does  not  maintain  the  People  cannot,  and  it  is  as  good  with- 
drawing at  once  from  the  Colony  as  forcing  the  People  to 
leave  it.  I have  done  all  I could  to  reduce  the  charge 
of  Boats,  as  [ have  wrote  more  at  large. 

9thly.'  This  Countrey  cannot  be  supjuuted  without  (’attel, 
the  Truste(‘s  have  a large  lu'rd,  the  ke(‘]>ing  of  which  hath 
been  considerable  Expence  to  them  but  I think  the  Profit 
upon  the  Increase  notwithstanding  that  vast  numbers  have 
been  killed  and  stole  is  above  treble  the  chargt.‘s  they  have 
cost,  but  if  ^Ir.  Jt)m*s  the  Storek<M'per  had  not  acted  witli 
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c'oumge  there  whs  a general  coinbinatioii  to  eat  the 
'i'nistees  Cattel  and  I cannot  say  that  the  Magistrates  at 
Savannah  did  act  with  that  vigour  that  they  might  have  done 
’till  I myself  was  obliged  to  make  them  examine  the  people 
before  me  and  there  was  such  a good  natured  spirit  stining 
that  I was  informed  no  Savannah  Jury  would  find  a man 
guilty  for  killing  the  Trustees  Cattle  in  the  Woods,  of  which 
1 suppose  Mr.  Jones  has  given  you  a full  account.  This  has 
forced  me  to  continue  a number  of  Cattel  Hunters  by  which 
means  I have  already  stopped  the  stealing  and  above  vsixty 
\\  ild  Calves  have  been  taken  up  and  marked  at  the  Cow  pen 
at  Kbenezer. 

lOtlily.  Till  the  present  stores  are  issued  of  which  I have 
l.-iid  in  a great  t|uantity,  there  will  be  occasion  not  only  for 
a storekeeper  and  clerks  but  several  other  Servants  and 
Labourers  for  unloading  and  preserving.  Several  may  be 
reduced  as  soon  as  we  can  put  the  new  Eegulations  into 
Practice,  particularly  a Smith  for  the  Indian  Arms,  a Sui- 
vt*yor  Area. 

I am  afraid  I shall  tii*e  you  with  too  long  a letter  if  I should 
enter  into  the  whole  Detail  of  the  Province  and  it  is  impos- 
sible  to  explam  all  things  at  this  distance.  The  only  method 
tliat  I can  think  of  to  hinder  any  increase  is  strictly  to 
adlieie  to  the  iK)tice  you  have  already  advertized  and  which 
is  now  up  at  all  the  Store  house  doors  that  no  ])erson  shall 
«-ontract  any  debt  chargeable  upon  the  Trustees,  and  I fear 
tin*  allowing  any  of  the  Peo})le  here  to  indorse  your  Bills  will 
give  a new  Credit  to  them  persons,  which  perhaps  may  be 
better  let  alone  for  this  reason.  I scratched  out  the  Indorse- 
ment Mhich  I had  ordered  to  be  made  to  Mr.  Causton  and 
i''S\ied  them  myself,  and  have  charged  myself  with  that  T500 
tveeived  fiom  you. 

I iin*ntioned  in  my  tiist  lettt*r  that  if  you  would  accjuaint 
an*  liow  much  ycni  intended  to  expend  yearly  in  Georgia, 
i '*'nnld  b ame  an  Establishment  to  that  sum  in  the  best  man- 

i 1 c'ould  and  would  take  cave  to  wliilst  I w as  lu*re  that 
it  should  not  be  exc(‘ech‘d  and  to  have  left  the  strongest 
eiders  for  securing  the  same  after  my  ri'turn  and  to  have  had 
‘^Turity  given  for  the  execution  of  them. 
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There  are  two  matters  of  gi*eat  importance  that  I cannot 
omitt  speaking  of  before  I conclude.  First 

You  mention  a new  Law  concering  the  altering  the  Entails 
of  Estates.  There  are  infinite  difficulties  in  getting  the  Laws 
now  in  being  for  this  Countrey  executed,  therefore  I should 
not  yet  wish  for  any  new  Ones.  The  Titles  are  at  present 
upon  a very  good  Footing  and  those  who  made  most  noise 
about  their  Lands  are  those  who  have  taken  no  care 
of  making  any  use  of  them.  I suppose  the  heads  which  you 
send  me  will  be  very  well  considered,  and  before  passed 
many  things  amended,  for  as  they  stand  they  first  deprive 
the  male  Heir  who  has  now  a Eight  ffiom  the  Grandfather, 
in  favour  of  the  daughter  of  the  Son.  Secondly  They  tend 
to  uniting  of  Lotts  and  destroying  the  Agrarian  Ecpiality, 
one  of  the  first  principles  on  which  you  set  out.  Thirdly, 
they  leave  Freehold  Possessions  open  to  the  Frauds  of  Wills 
a grievance  complained  of  in  England,  and  a yoke  which 
neither  we  nor  our  Fathers  could  bear.  They  bring  Free- 
holds to  be  judged  by  the  Ci\  il  Law,  which  is  the  Law  by 
which  Wills  are  decided  instead  of  being  judged  by  the  com- 
mon Law  of  the  Land.  And  this  will  make  a Court  of 
Doctors  Commons  and  a Chancery  necessary  either  of  which 
will  be  enough  to  crush  a fidl  gi’own,  much  more  a young 
Colony.  I am  persuaded  tliat  you  will  not  pass  any  Law  till 
such  time  as  the  Accounts  and  Affairs  of  the  Colony  are 
settled. 

- The  second  thing  is,  A^ou  sent  over  £710  in  Bills  to  be 
issued  for  certain  })urposes.  I immediately  signed  and  issued 
£40  to  Mr.  Mcl^cod,  t:70  to  i\fr.  Bolzius  and  IMr.  Gronan  and 
£00  to  IMr.  Joiu.'s  for  the  Servtints  and  sent  them  to  IMr. 
Jones  to  be  signed.  IMr.  McLeod  A'  Mr.  J(uies  An-a.  inform 
me  that  Colonel  St(‘]>h('ns  and  Air.  Parker  have  lioth  refusetl 
signing  of  them  by  wbicli  means  tlu'V  will  be  greatly  dis- 
tressed for  want  of  money.  U])on  which  Air.  Jones  came 
uy)  in  an  E\y>r<'ss  Pont  to  me  from  Sev.-mnch.  He 
actjuaiiit  you  witii  Air.  J 'arker  s reasons.  4 ins  might  ha^e 
0(H*asioned  s(-me  ii neasine,'.'-  to  tlie  4 nistei  s Atlairs  1 ut 
1 hiive  prevented  il  fei  1 wVli  take  uj)  I'ne  lulls  and  ]'ay  the 
Ordeis  and  I have  sent  home  tlu*  Bills  and  ho[>e}ou  will  paN 
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into  Mr.  Verelst’s  luiiids  the  amount  of  those  Bills  making 
i‘710  to  answer  my  Draughts  upon  him  for  the  same.  Though 
this  is  an  Inconveniency  I think  it  hath  prevented  a worse 
that  is  to  say,  your  giving  a credit  to  any  persons  in  America 
after  your  Orders  ])ublished  to  the  contrary. 

I am. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient 
' - humble  Servant 

• . . James  Oglethorre. 


Tlie  Hono^^®  the  Trustees. 


{Indorsed] 
rec*!  2 Nov.  1730. 


GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  THE  TEUSTEES.* 

16  JvLY  1789. 

( Ientlemex, 

I send  you  by  Mr.  Auspourger  about  twenty  poimds  weight 
of  silk,  we  hoped  for  five  times  the  quantity  but  for  want  of 
room  we  made  use  of.  the  House  where  the  sick  people  used 
to  hr,  and  the  Infection  had  such  an  Htfect  (as  Camus  tells 
into  that  it  occasioned  a sickness  amongst  the  worms,  which 
desti-oyed  a great  many.  Some  of  the  silk  was  wound  last 
.y^ar,  but  most,  this.  I hope  we  shall  have  better  success 

Several  applications  will  be  made  to  you  for  Lands,  but  I 
^ope  you  will  make  no  new  Grants  whatever  till  we  can  get 
those  alrtaidy  granttal  in  some  maimer  cultivatc'd.  T'lu're  is 
ralfeiir  an  A])othe(^ary  Surgeon  wlio  gives  Physick  and 
oim  illiams  of  wliom  I wrote  to  you  fonm'rly,  a ^Mercliant 
quitted  })lanting  to  sdl  nun.  d'o  these  two,  almost  all 
the  Tow  n is  in  dt'bt  for  Physick  iV  Emu  ami  they  have  raised 
^ sti’ong  spii’it  to  desire  that  Lands  may  b('  alit'nablo  ami 

* r.  K.  O.  H.  T.  \o\,  Jl,  p.  l.'O. 
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then  they  would  take  the  Lands  for  the  Debts,  monopolize 
the  Conntrey  and  settle  it  Muth  Negroes.  They  have  a vast 
deal  of  Art  and  if  they  think  tliey  cannot  carry  this,  they 
would  apply  for  any  other  alteration  since  they  hope  thereby 
to  bring  confusion  and  you  cannot  imagine  how  much  uneasi- 
ness I have  had  here. , I hope  therefore  you  will  make  no 
alterations. 

I desii'e  you  would  send  over  an  appointment  to  the  Magis- 
trates of  the  Town  Court  of  Savannah  for  the  time  being  to 
proceed  to  put  the  Rum  Act  in  execution. 

There  is  lately  a considerable  trade  started  up  here  and 
Mr.  FalloAvlield  Collector  of  Savannah  and  Mr.  Grant  Naval 
Officer  and  Searcher  at  St.  Simons,  vigilantly  acquainted  me 
that  they  had  discovered  there  were  some  Spanish  Sugars 
imported  here  Avhich  1 think  ought  to  pay  a Duty  to  tlie 
King.  I ordered  the  two  Officers  to  write  to  you  and  hope 
you  will  order  proper  Lawyers  to  be  consulted  and  send  us 
advice  Hvliat  to  do. 

The  French  and  Spaniards  have  used  their  utmost  endeav- 
ours to  raise  disturbances  amongst  our  Indians  A the  not 
deciding  clearly  in  the  Act  relating  to  them  has  given  such 
Lisolence  to  the  Carolina  Traders  that  the  Iiubans  have 
declared,  if  I do  not  come  up  to  them  they  will  take  Arms 
and  do  themselves  Justice  A have  ordered  a General  Assem- 
bly of  all  the  Nations  to  meet  me.  I set  out  this  night  and 
am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  servant 

James  Oglethorpe. 


Savannah 
Ifith  July  17d‘.). 

The  Hono’^'*^^  the  Trustees. 


[ Lfdorser^  | 
rec**  2 Nov.  1739. 


I 

i 


I 


r 


1 


\ 

i 

i 


‘1 


i 


r 


LETTERS  FROM  GENER*\L  OGLETHORPE. 


81 


GENEKAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  H.  VEEELST.* 

5 Sept.  1739. 

Fort  Augusta  in  Georgia 
5th  September  1739. 
Sr, 

1 am  just  arrived  at  this  Place  from  the  Assembled  Estates 
of  the  Creek  Nation.  They  have  very  fnllj  declared  their 
rights  to  and  possession  of  all  the  Land  as  far  as  the  Eiver 
Saint  Johns  and  their  Concession  of  the  Sea  Coast,  Islands 
and  other  Lands  to  the  Trustees,  of  vhich  they  have  made  a 
regular  Act.  If  I had  not  gone  up  the  misunderstandings 
between  them  and  the  Carolma  Traders  fomented  by  our  two 
neighboring  Nations  would  probably  have  occasioned  their 
beginning  a war,  which  I beheve  might  have  been  the  result 
of  this  general  meeting ; but  as  tlieii*  complaints  were  reason- 
able, I gave  them  satisfaction  in  all  of  them,  and  every  thing 
is  enthely  settled  in  peace.  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the 
joy  they  expressed  at  my  arrival  they  met  me  forty  miles  in 
the  woods  and  lavd  Pro\Isions  on  the  roads  in  the  woods. 
The  Express  being  just  going  to  Charles  Town,  I can  say  no 
more  but  that  I have  had  a burning  fever  of  which  I am  per- 
fectly well  recovered.  I hope  the  Trustees  will  accept  of  this 
as  a letter  to  them. 

I am,  S’"’ 

Your  very  humble  Seiw** 

James  Oglethorpe. 

To  Mr.  Harman  Yerelst. 

rec^  30  Nov.  1739. 
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GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  THE  TEUSTEES.- 

5 Oct.  1739. 


Savannah,  5th  October  1739. 

Gentlemen, 

I am  returned  from  the  Indian  Conntrey  and  thank  God  in 
good  health.  I have  received  the  Kings  Coniinands  to  anoy 
the  Spaniards  and  am  going  to  execute  them.  I’ve  been 
obliged  to  make  large  presents  to  the  Indians,  wlio  are  now 
thoroughly  engaged  to  us.  Tooanahowi  is  gone  with  200  men 
against  the  Spaniards  the  Cherokees  are  raising  000  Men  and 
the  Creeks  400  who  are  to  act  with  me.  The  Aitairs  of  the 
Colony  are  much  mended  but  the  accounts  are  not  gone 
through.  Mi\  Jones  w ill  let  you  know  the  progress  that  is 
made  in  them.  I am  forcd  to  make  several  Expeiices  upon 
this  rupture,  which  I hope  will  be  laid  before  the  Parliament 
not  as  the  Trustees  but  as  a Governmentall  Expence.  There 
has  been  a great  sickness  in  Charles  Town,  but  Georgia  is 
healthy.  Pursuant  to  liis  Majesty’s  Orders  the  Inhabitants 
have  fitted  out  a privateer. 

I am. 

Gentlemen 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe. 

P.  S.  As  soon  as  possibly  I can  get  time  I w'rite  I’ll  send 
you  the  state  of  the  Colony  to  lay  before*  Parliament. 

P.  P.  S.  I fear  I have  tired  you  with  the  length  of  the 
inclosed  and  for  more  particulars  of  the  Province  I must 
refer  you  to  Colonel  Steven’s  Journals.  I’ve  been  forc’d  to 
put  30  Eangers  upon  footing  to  employ  several  Scout  Boats, 
to  promise  pay  to  the  Indian  Traders  for  raising  the  Indians 
to  preserve  the  Province  in  this  critical  juncture. 

Tlie  Hono'’^"'  the  Trustcies. 

[Indorsed  | 

rec''  13  Marcli  '39-40. 
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GENEEAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  H.  YEEELST.* 

9 Oct.  1739. 


Savannah  in  Georgia 
October  9th  1739. 

Sir, 

Just  now  Captain  Mackay  amved  and  Captain 'Thomson 
is  on  the  Bar.  Captain  Mackay  returns  on  board  to  go  with 
him  down  to  Frederica  to  wEich  place  he  must  sail  immedi- 
ately, whilst  the  Men  of  War  are  on  the  Coast  to  protect 
him.  I have  wrote  to  the  Trustees  at  large  and  hope  Mr. 
Vernon  and  Mr.  Tow'ers  and  all  my  friends  vill  accept  of  it 
as  a letter  to  each. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Serv^ant 

James  Oglethorpe. 

P.  S.  I 1 you  would  have 

the  inclosed  account  of  the 
Insurrection  of  the  Carohna 
Negi*oes  inserted  in  some 
Newspapers. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  THE  TRUSTEES.! 

11  October  1730. 

, Savannah  11th  October  1739. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  seen  Captain  Mackay  who  amved  last  Sunday. 
F'(])tain  Thoiiisou  and  all  on  l>oard  is  safe'.  T have  re'ceived 
your  lettt'Ts  and  Inive  desired  Mr.  Jom*s  andC'oIonel  Ste])hens 
to  send  you  very  full  answers.  As  we  eve'ry  hour  ox])ect 

• P.  R,0-  B.  T.  vol.  21.  j).  172.  f Oriu'iiuil  MS.  tora  aud  jartly  iili'j;ib'.c- 

J P.  a.  O.  Geor^'id.  B.  T.  voL  21,  p.  174. 
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Action  the  Spaninixls,  I have  hardly  time  to  write  out 
the  different  necessary  orders  for  the  Indian  Nation,  tie- 
Rangers,  the  Garrisons,  the  Boats  and  Letters  to  Carolina. 
Virginia,  the  Northern  Colonies  and  Men  of  War.  As  the 
safety  and  lives  of  the  People  and  honour  of  the  English 
Ai-ms  in  these  parts  depend  upon  using  the  present  Conjunc- 
ture, I hope  you  will  excuse  my  not  writing  a long  letter.  I 
shall  use  my  utmost  Endeavours  to  see  your  Orders  executed. 
Some  things  I l)elieve  you  will  think  necessary  to  alter  in 
them,  particularly  the  allowing  an  Alehouse  at  Tybee  which 
would  be  the  occasion  of  making  Boatmen  drunk  and  might 
be  the  loss  of  many  Boats  and  Men  and  would  be  attended 
with  the  same  ill  Consequences  as  the  Alehouse  on  the  Caro- 
lina side  hath  l>een  which  on  the  losing  of  several  Boats  and 
drowning  14  of  my  men  I have  applied  to  have  suppressed. 

Upon  the  rupture  v.  ith  Spain  and  the  discontents  of  the 
Cherokees  and  Creeks  against  the  people  of  Carolina  ami 
their  Traders,  the  greatest  part  of  that  Colony  own  that  I am 
best  able  to  manage  the  Indians  and  the  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nour  hath  wrote  to  me  that  it  is  necessary  to  send  an  Agent 
amongst  the  Cherokees.  But  this  as  they  live  in  Georgia  he 
cannot  do,  therefore  I have  sent  up  Mr.  Eyres  as  Agent  and 
the  Lieut.  Governor  joyns  in  suppressing  of  Rum. 

AVith  respect  to  Colonel  Ste})hens  and  Mr.  Jones,  they  tell 
me  that  to  give  a full  and  satisfactory  ansA\er  to  your  last 
letters  will  require  some  time,  but  I have  desired  them  to 
write  to  you  in  the  mean  time. 

I am, 

Gentlemen 

Yom*  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 
James  Oglethorpe. 

P.  S.  I have  read  over  the  Estimates,  but  have  not  time  to 
explain  upon  them  till  I have  talkt^l  to  the  different  Officers. 
Upon  the  tii’st  view  I think  there  may  be  t'*JO  a veer  saviul 
upon  each  of  tlit^  Pilots.  There  is  lu)  allow  jince  of  a Surveyor 
to  the  Southward  ami  thtuti  are  some  other  Charges  which  1 
believe  may  be  saved,  ami  some  other  Artich.'s  w hich  1 belie\ 
yheii  you  hear  you  vill  think  neccssarv  to  add,  particularly 
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T\-thiiig  men  in  the  Towns  & a Correspondent  Clerk  or  Intel- 
ligtncer  to  be  maintained  in  the  Creeks  and  another  in  the 
(’herokee  Nation. 


The  Hono^^®  the  Trustees. 


[Indorsed] 

rec^  13  March  1739-40. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  H.  VERELST.^ 

19  October  1739. 

Duplicate.  Savannah  19th  October  1739. 

Sir, 

Tliis  is  by  way  of  Explanation  of  some  Accounts  that  I 
send  over  to  answer  the  Bills  I have  drawn  upon  you.  The 
Trustees  assured  me  that  they  would  make  good  the  Expences 
laid  out  for  them.  I have  been  as  fmgal  as  I possibly  could, 
as  you  will  see  by  the  Accounts.  I thought  to  have  bought 
Horses  sufficient  to  have  made  the  Journey  to  the  Indian 
Nation  & carried  up  the  goods  A for  that  puipose  I di*ew 
upon  you  for  T200  Sterling  payable  to  Mr.  Jenyns  but  being 
disjippointed  in  purchasing  Horses  was  ol>liged  to  buy  goods 
in  the  Nation  fi*om  the  Traders  to  make  presents  to  the 
Indians  and  paid  an  advance  price,  Avhich  was  but  half  the 
price  they  sell  them  to  tlie  Indians  for.  I carried  up  as  many 
as  I could  get  Pack  Horses  for  and  upon  those  I saved  the 
advanced  price.  I liave  sent  the  Bills  at  large  though  in 
them  there  are  mixt  Articles,  some  relating  to  myself  some 
to  the  Indians,  but  I have  set  off  all  that  was  to  my  own 
account.  In  the  Articles  of  the  Trustees  there  is  T‘20  lent 
Mr.  Kent.  I’ve  sent  a letter  from  him  to  his  Father,  he  is  a 
young  man  of  great  worth  and  merit  his  Father  w;is  ^lember 
for  Reading  has  a good  Estate  and  is  an  acapiaintance  of  Mr. 
Hucks's.  I hope  he  will  sn})port  his  son.  If  he  sends  him 
<>v(‘r  £300  Sterb’  A 4-50  a year  he  will  make  a very  happy  man 

* P.  K.  U.  e*-oruia.  B.  T.  vol.  "21.  i>.  17'). 
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of  liim,  for  he  has  a very  fine  tract  of  Land  at  Augusta  and 
the  best  notion  of  improving  of  any  man  I know  in  the 
Province.  There  is  an  article  of  X12  which  was  a loan  in 
cattel  to  one  Overstreet  an  industrious  man  with  a Wife  and 
six  Cliildren,  who  is  settled  at  Augusta.  The  Inhabitants 
recommended  him  to  me,  he  having  been  afflicted  with  Sick- 
ness and  answered  that  by  the  milk  of  six  Cows  the  Wife 
would  be  able  to  maintain  the  family.  There  is  ,i!5  given  for 
assistance  to  the  Cattle  hunters.  Captain  Cuthbert  with  the 
Cattle  hunters  and  that  small  assistance  cut  a path  for  horses 
through  the  Woods  which  were  before  impassable  from 
Augusta  to  the  Uchee  Town  above  60  miles  on  our  side  the 
River.  The  whole  of  this  account,  with  the  presents  amounts 
to  X648.10.2  out  of  which  X123.9.4.|  I discharged  from  the 
Trusts  to  my  own  account,  being  the  Expences  of  myself  and 
family,  so  that  their  charge  is  £561. 0. 9. There  is  £200 
Sterling  in  Mr.  Jeny’s  hands  which  I drew  for  to  pay  for 
horses,  which  as  I could  not  get  horses  at  a reasonable  price, 
I have  made  an  advance  out  of  that  money  to  some  Butchers 
and  Drovers  who  are  Inhabitants  of  this  Town,  to  slaughter 
here,  and  thereby  enable  them  to  furnish  the  Town  and  Ship- 
ping (tea  with  Provisions  & to  repay  the  same  to  the  Tmst 
as  they  receive  it.  Tliis  became  quite  necessary  by  the 
shutting  up  the  Tmstees  Store  and  is  what  their  Letter  hints 
at  of  Encouraging  People  to  sell  Provisions. 

Besides  which  there  is  £40  which  I pay  to  Camuse  the 
Silk  Winder  in  account  he  having  a Demand  upon  the  Trus- 
tees before  my  arrival  and  for  Expences  this  year,  wliich 
demand  wiU  be  lessened  by  this  £40,  as  will  appear  in  the 
Accounts  of  the  Commissioners  for  stating  the  Debts. 

The  next  is  £63  paid  to  Mr.  Jones  in  order  to  enable  him 
to  discharge  the  debts  due  to  the  Garrison  at  Augusta  and 
would  have  been  at  a great  discount  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Tmst’s  Credit,  because  the  poor  j^eople  were  not  able  to  stay 
the  senebng  them  home  to  England. 

Captain  Mackphersoii  has  a vtuy  considerable  demand 
upon  the  Trust  as  a]')pears  by  the  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, he  having  made  it  appear  that  he  was  in  the  utmost 
distress  I advanced  him  £61.4.0  which  lessens  the  debt  duo 
by  the  Trust. 
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Mr.  Jones  having  occasion  for  provisions  tl'ca.  from  Cattell 
rtud  Austin  at  Charles  Town  I advanced  him  £50  for  the 
.sHiiie  for  which  he  is  to  account  to  the  Trust. 

A ship  belonging  to  Captain  Caleb  Davis  arrived  here  with 
>rolosses  and  as  there  was  no  probability  that  more  would 
come  up  by  reason  of  the  War,  Mr.  Jones  by  my  order 
bought  the  cargo  which  is  to  be  issued  by  him  to  the  people 
here  for  money  and  as  soon  as  he  receives  the  same  it  will  be 
so  much  towards  the  pa^’ing  the  Estimate  of  the  Trustees. 
It  amomits  to  T400,  of  which  I have  at  present  drawn  for 
but  C*220.  I have  also  drawn  for  X107.9.0,  £100,  and  £20 
j>avable  to  Mr.  Thomas  Jones  which  money  has  been  paid  in 
discharge  of  the  account  of  Indian  presents  and  is  part  of 
the  £084.10.0. 

The  Cherokee  Indians  as  will  appear  by  the  Affidavits  sent 
over  to  England  bv  Colonel  Stephens,  which  I hope  are 
anlved,  were  destroyed  by  Rum  and  the  Small  Pox,  earned 
\\\)  hy  Traders  from  Carolina,  some  of  whom  had  been 
li(*ensed  at  Charles  Tovn  and  some  without  any  Licences 
but  encouraged  from  thence.  Above  1000  of  the  Indians 
died  and  the  sickness  raged  so  that  they  could  not  attend 
their  Corn  fields.  They  demanded  justice  from  all  the  Eng- 
lish, threatened  Revenge  and  sent  to  the  French  for  assist- 
ance. Their  Deputies  met  me  at  Fort  Augusta.  I asked 
thtnn  if  they  were  Georgia  Traders  that  had  sold  the  Rum 
they  said  No,  and  I prevailed  with  them  not  only  to  be  paci- 
tied  with  the  English  but  also  to  promise  me  the  assistance 
of  a body  of  Men  against  the  Spaniards.  When  they  told 
nie  of  the  starGng  condition  they  would  be  in  by  their  having 
lost  their  Corn  harvest  by  the  Sickness,  I ordered  as  far  as 
loiM)  Bushells  of  Corn  to  be  bought  at  Augusta  A to  be  given 
to  the  Cherokee  Nation  if  they  came  down  to  fetch  the  same, 
to  be  divided  amongst  all  the  Towns  where  the  dearth  of 
Corn  was.  Upon  my  acquainting  the  Chiefs  of  my  having 
done  this  bef<u-e  flaw  askod  it,  they  snid,  tliat  tin'  Trustees 
treated  tliem  as  Fatliers  do  their  Children  they  did  not  give 
them  Toys  nor  unwholsonie  Li([uor,  but  gave  tln*ni  Wisilom 
and  Justice  and  supplied  their  wants  when  misfortunes  came 
Rpon  them.  They  called  them  the  Preservers  of  their  Na- 
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tion,  as  they  did  the  Carolina  Traders,  the  destroyers  of  it. 
I have  drawn  for  £107.10.0  to  pay  for  tliis  Corn  which  stands 
in  about  18  pence  per  Bushell  delivered  at  Augusta,  and  this 
is  paid  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Jones  to  answer  that  Demand. 

There  was  a great  damp  upon  Planting  and  indeed  upon 
every  other  thing  when  I came  over,  but  things  are  now 
much  mended,  yet  I was  obliged  to  encourage  the  planting 
and  with  much  difficulty  could  I persuade  any,  one  near  the 
Town  to  it,  so  was  obliged  to  promise  a bounty  of  two 
shillings  per  Bushell  upon  Indian  Corn  and  pease,  and  one 
shilling  for  Potatoes  in  the  hopes  of  which  some  have  planted 
& have  large  Crops.  This  Bounty  extends  only  to  the  Dis- 
trict of  Savannah.  The  People  of  Ebenezer  were  contented 
with  a less  Proemium  viz : 12  pence  per  bushel  and  that  only 
upon  Corn  and  Pease.  The  sum  total  I cannot  yet  teU,  but 
I suppose  a good  deal  of  the  Bounty  will  be  paid  by  setting 
off  some  of  the  Debts  due  to  the  Store,  those  who  are  most 
necessitous  I pay  in  money.  By  the  Begulation  there  can 
be  no  Fraud,  for  the  Ground  on  which  the  Com  gi*ew  is  to 
be  viewed,  as  well  as  the  Corn  measimed.  I have  cbawn  for 
£150  which  is  left  in  Mr.  Jones’s  hands  for  this  pui’i[')ose. 

I shall  lend  Mr.  Burnside  upon  Cattel  £40  in  order  to 
enable  him  to  buy  the  same  in  Carolina,  the  Cattel  vuU  be  in 
tills  Colony  as  security,  and  Cattel  may  be  very  necessary 
in  case  supplies  sliould  be  cut  off.  And  for  tliat  and  some 
other  Expences  which  I have  left  with  Mr.  Jones  to  make, 
I have  drawn  for  £80.  If  the  Trustees  do  not  think  this 
Encouragement  to  be  within  their  intention  continue  that 
£80  upon  my  account. 

You  see  by  this  that  there  is  gi’eat  part  of  the  Amount 
of  these  Bills  in  the  Colony  to  answer  tlie  Trustees  Estimate. 
There  is  part  of  it  to  pay  the  Expences  of  the  last  year  and 
part  to  lessen  the  Debt  before  my  arrival,  so  that  there  is  no 
increase  of  this  Years  Expences  nor  nothing  exceeding  the 
Estimate.  Tlierthoia^  I hope  flit'  Trust(*es  will  pay  you  tlu* 
same  and  take  tiiem  off  IVom  my  account.  I believe  that 
it  win  be  necessary  to  incourage  the  people  in  planting 
to  give  next  year  a bounty  of  one  shilling  per  Bushel  upon 


•M  • . {jtLJivr  ‘ XT  • • 

M:  lO'iW^OW  **  s;  "‘^:t  "w, 

r j«6^t  4=#‘^'N2 


it  -aiaWo^xlito  *> 


*'  d|‘.  ,vr-‘  •-  ■."3'-..-  H-  ^1>._  . -r 


feittsI>':b0H^.TJhif^:rii*.  TffOloa^  Mdl,,f'*il}‘ 

liafii  j.loitoa.Hd  .Wtioita^JqqaB  % 

miMl  «o£^9tbi1?  I ri»»4w  #9U«pta'^'ir*iito.4  "“■ 

H^|h^t‘  m :t0^i0i^:’!f  >iih:4.  «: JBHlilWf: 

>f;.;»a^  £rfSr.  jtt **>;  •“?-'S“  S ; a 


■'•J 


LEfT^RS  FROM  6EN"ERAL  OOtETHORl'E. 


Si) 


Corn  and  I have  promised  four  shillings  a pound  for  silk 
Balls. 


I am, 

Sir, 

Your  veiy  humble  Sei'\mnt 

James  Oglethorpe. 


Mr.  Harman  Yerelst. 


\^Indorsed7\ 

rec*^  7 March  1739-40. 


GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  THE  TEUSTEES.* 

20  Oct.  1739. 


Savannah  in  Georgla 
20th  October  1739. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Order  relating  to  Negi'oes  is  andved  and  published 
A hath  had  a very  good  effect.  The  Eesolution  shown  by 
the  Trust  hath  in  a gveat  measure  quelled  the  troublesome 
spirit.  Tlie  remainder  of  the  Idle  Walkers  and  Doctor 
Tailfer  are  preparing  to  leave  the  Colony  but  several  indus- 
trious people  are  settling.  ^This  week  above  eight  Lotts  have 
bcfii  taken  up. 

I defrayed  last  years  Expences  as  I mentioned  in  my 
former  and  thank  you  for  the  kind  paragraph  in  your  letter, 
that  you  will  repay  those  Advances.  I am  not  able  yet  to 
send  liome  all  the  Accounts  and  Vouchers,  but  some  I have 
and  explained  them  in  a letter  to  Mr.  Yerelst  and  hope  you 
will  pay  them. 

The  estimate  for  the  Establishment  of  this  year  is  very 
“'iiort,  the  Provision  for  the  silk  which  is  one  of  the  most 
important  improveimmts  in  the  Colony  is  far  from  being 
Mitlicient  to  carry  that  on.  There  is  no  provision  made  for 
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Magistrates  or  Constables  at  Augusta,  nor  for  Tvthing  meii 
in  this  Town,  nor  for  Agents  in  the  Indian  Countrey  nor  for 
Tything  men  in  the  Out  Villages  of  Hampstead,  Highgate, 
Skidoway  and  Al)ercorn  therefore  probably  the  Out  Villages 
will  quit  their  ground  for  want  of  proper  Officers  to  preserve 
the  peace. 

There  is  also  no  pro\ision  for  Tytliing  men  at  Ebenezer. 

The  Darien  hath  been  one  of  the  Settlements  where  the 
People  have  been  most  industrious ' as  those  at  Savannah 
have  been  most  idle.  The  Tmstees  liaA  e had  several  Servants 
there  who  under  the  direction  of  Mr.' Moore  MTntosh  have 
not  only  earned  their  bread  but  have  furnished  the  Tnist 
with  such  Quantities  of  sawed  Stulf  as  hath  saved  them 
a gi-eat  .sum  of  Money.  Those  Servants  cannot  be  put  under 
the  direction  of  any  body  at  Frederica  nor  any  one  that  does 
not  understand  the  Highland  language.  The  Woods  fit  for 
sawing  are  near  Darien  and  the  Trustees  engaged  not  to 
separate  the  Highlanders.  They  are  very  usefull  under  their 
own  Chiefs  and  no  where  else.  It  is  very  necessary  therefore 
to  allow  ^Ir.  Mackinto.sli  for  the  overseeing  the  Trusts  Serv- 
ants at  the  Darien.  And  indeed  I do  not  think  there  is  Occa- 
sion for  an  Overseer  with  any  large  Salary  at  Frederica  since 
there  is  very  little  work  for  Servants  there,  except  about  the 
store.  There  are  several  other  absolute  necessary  Expences 
but  as  I know  that  the  Trustees  cannot  exceed  a certain  sum 
I shall  not  venture  upon  making  them,  though  I believe  the 
Colony  wiU  sutler  for  want  of  tliem.  I am  indeed  of  opinion 
that  with  the  sum  of  £5000  a year  here  would  have  done 
if  no  war  had  happened.  I could  have  distributed  it  in  such 
a manner  as  to  have  supported  the  Colony,  but  I fear  it 
cannot  now  be  done,  for  the  having  given  notice  to  the 
Magistrates  and  others  that  they  are  to  have  such  large 
Salaries,  they  cannot  m')w  be  reduced.  There  is  no  Provision 
in  the  Estimate  for  encouraging  the  Vineyards,  no  l)ounty 
upon  Corn,  no  food  to  encourage  young  Planters,  nor  no 
Pn)vi>ions  tor  S. avants  out  <>f  tli<‘ir  times.  Tlnu'c  is  L5U0 
a year  for  all  Contingeiicit\s.  I shall  take  all  the  Care  to 
divide  tliat  in  such  a manner  as  to  make  it  go  the  tVirtliest  1 
can,  blit  fear  it  will  nothing  near  answer  the  necessary  service.s. 
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There  are  two  Articles,  without  which  we  should  be  entirely 
destroyed,  those  I shall  venture  upon  and  I send  you  over 
notice  of  them  that  if  you  think  they  are  not  within  the 
power  of  the  Trust  to  apply  Money  to,  I should  desire  you 
would  use  your  interest  in  Parliament  to  procure  a separate 
gum  for  that  pui-pose  in  your  Vote.  The  one  is  a Troop 
of  Rangers  and  Pay  for  those  who  head  the  Indians  as 
Officers,  ^dthout  which  we  shall  lye  entirely  open  to  the 
Insults  of  the  Spanish  Horse  and  Indians  upon  the  Con- 
tinent, for  it  is  impossible  for  one  Regiment  of  Foot  to  cover 
such  a vast  Frontier.  I send  you  the  Estabhshment  of  these 
Bodies  of  Men.  There  is  also  the  Garrison  at  Augusta  the 
first  party  that  I sent  up  there  under  Ensign  Kitson  was 
drowned  and  I cannot  spare  any  men  from  the  Regiment 
to  so  far  a post  now  we  have  the  Spaniards  upon  our  Backs, 
tlierefore  I have  kept  up  that  Garrison  with  ten  men.  I have 
also  kept  one  Agent  or  Intelligence  in  the  Creek  and  one  in 
the  Cherokee  Nation  with  an  appointment  of  £30  a tear  for 
themselves  and  £24  for  a Servant  and  to  find  themselves  food. 

Colonel  Stephens  and  Mr.  Jones  having  acquainted  me 
tliat  Mr.  Milliamson  was  gone  away  to  Charles  Town  and 
not  like  to  return  and  that  therefore  Mr.  Christie  could  not 
leave  the  Recorders  Office  & consequently  not  succeed  Mr. 
Parker.  They  farther  acquainted  me  that  Mr.  Parker  now 
bt*haved  well,  had  entirely  left  off  drinking  and  that  they 
tliought  it  would  be  most  serviceable  to  the  Colony  to  con- 
tinue him  first  Magistrate.  I accordingly  did  till  your  farther 
Orders  and  I believe  you  will  think  it  proper  to  continue  him 
on.  This  Place  is  now  very  quiet  A the  whole  ProGnee 
wears  a much  better  face  than  when  I amved.  Georgia  hath 
veiT  healthy  this  year,  the  fatal  Rum  Fever  of  Charles 
Town  hath  not  extended  to  us  A I believe  five  men  have  not 
died  out  of  the  five  Companies  of  my  Regiment  quartered  in 
this  Province. 

I am 

Gentlemen 

Your  very  humble  Servant 

JxiMES  OgLETIIOKPE. 


1 he  Hono’^’*’  the  Tiaistees. 
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[^Indorsed]  rec*^  7 March  1739-40.  Read  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  CoiTespondence  March  22d  1739-40. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  REY®  MR.  BOLZIUS.^ 


3 Nov.  1739. 


Copy.  Savannah  in  Georgia  3d  Nov’’  1739. 

Rev’’  Sir, 

I was  speaking  to  you  of  the  situation  of  several  Dutch 
families,  who  are  already  at  Frederica  and  others  who  are 
coming  thither,  in  the  gi-eat  want  they  were  of  one  who  could 
preach  the  Gosj>el  in  their  Language.  The  edifying  manner 
in  wdiich  you  have  behaved  in  this  Colon}"  makes  me  desirous 
of  obtaining  a ^Minister  from  the  Place  where  you  were 
educated  and  though  I cannot  hope  to  have  one  with  the 
same  perfections  yet  I am  persuaded  those  bred  with  Mr. 
Professor  Francke  under  his  excellent  discipline,  do  partake 
of  the  same  spirit  therefore  I should  desire  you  to  obtain 
one  for  me,  I will  take  care  of  gi4ng  him  £40  pr  aim : for 
his  maintainance  here  and  should  be  very  glad  if  m your  first 
letter  to  Germany  you  would  mention  this  and  the  sooner 
he  arrives  the  better. 

I am, 

Rev^  Sir 

Youi"  veiy  humble  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe. 


The  Rev^  Mr.  Bolzius. 


* r.  U.  O.  Uforgia.  D.  T.  vol.  'Jl,  p. 
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GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  THE  TEUSTEES  * 

16  Nov.  1739. 

Frederica  in  Georgia  16tli  Nov.  1739. 

Gentli:men, 

The  Spaniards  have  fallen  upon  Amelia  A killed  two 
unarmed  sick  men,  one  of  the  Scout  boats  being  there  took 
tile  Alarm  A they  and  a Party  from  the  Garrison  pursued 
the  Sjianiards  very  briskly.  We  have  not  so  much  as  given 
the  least  provocation  to  the  Spaniards  as  yet,  but  most  man- 
fully they  surprized  two  poor  sick  men,  cut  otf  their  heads, 
mangled  their  Bodies  most  barbarously  and  as  soon  as 
a Pai'ty  and  Boat  appeared  which  together  did  not  make 
tlu‘ir  number,  they  retired  with  the  utmost  Precipitation. 

A number  of  Scout  boats  are  absolutely  necessary.  The 
.Mt*n  of  War  stationed  at  Charles  Town  cannot  be  here. 
Since  C’apt.  Burrish  went  away,  we  have  had  no  Man  of  War 
except  C'iipt.  Faiishaw  and  he  did  not  stay  above  eight  or  ten 
days.  The  Launches  from  Augustine  can  run  into  almost 
e>erv  Inlet  in  the  Province,  therefore  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  Trustees  should  apply  to  Parliament  for  at 
least  live  ten  Oare«l  Boats  and  a Troop  of  Eangers,  otherwise 
tliei'e  will  be  no  possibility  of  the  Peoples  going  out  to  plant 
without  being  murdered  as  those  Highlanders  Avere.  The 
Kegiineiit  can  defend  the  Parts  they  are  in  but  they  cannot 
march  on  foot  over  the  Avaters  without  boats  nor  overtake 
Horse  on  Indians  on  foot  in  the  vast  Woods  on  the  Con- 
tinent. 

The  French  have  attacked  the  Carolina  Indians,  and  the 
Spaniards  have  iiiAmded  us.  I Avish  it  may  not  be  resoh’ed 
bi*tAveen  them  to  root  the  English  out  of  America.  We  here 
ar»*  n^solved  to  dye  hard  and  will  nod  los(‘  ono  inch  of  ground 
"ithout  tightiiig,  but  we  cannot  do  Impossibilitit's,  we  have 
no  (’Million  from  the  King,  nor  any  others  but  some  small 
l<"ii  (inns  bought  by  the  'I'l-U-st.  We  havt‘  v(>ry  little  Powihu', 
'^e  have  no  horse  for  marching  A V(‘ry  tew  Iloats  and  no  fund 
I'a-  paying  the  men  but  of  oiu‘  Boat.  Tlu‘  Spanianls  have 
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a number  of  Launches,  also  horse,  and  a fine  Train  of  Artil- 
lery well  provided  with  all  Stores.  The  best  Expedient  I can 
think  of  is  to  strike  first  and  as  our  strength  consists  in  men 
and  that  the  people  of  the  Colony  as  well  as  the  Soldiers 
handle  their  Arms  well  and  are  desirous  of  action,  I think 
the  best  way  is  to  make  use  of  our  strength  & beat  them 
out  of  the  field  and  destroy  their  Plantations  and  Out  Settle- 
ments (in  which  the  Indians  who  are  very  faithful  can  assist 
us)  and  to  form  the  siege  of  Augustine  If  I can  get  Artillery. 
It  is  impossible  to  keep  this  Province  or  Carolina  without 
either  destroying  Augustine,  or  keeping  Horse  Rangers  and 
Scout  boats  sufficient  to  restrain  their  nimble  Parties. 
I must  therefore  again  desire  you  would  insist  for  our  having 
an  Estabhshment  of  Four  Ten  Oared  Boats  to  the  South- 
ward and  one  at  Savanah,  a small  Train  of  Artillery,  some 
Gunners  and  at  least  400  barrels  of  Cannon  and  100  of 
Musquet  Powder  mth  bullets  proportionable. 

I am  fortifying  the  Town  of  Frederica  A hope  I shall  be 
repaid  the  Expences ; from  whom  I do  not  know,  yet  I could 
not  think  of  leaving  a number  of  good  houses  A Merch^^ 
Goods  and  which  was  more  valuable  the  Lives  of  Men, 
Women  and  Children  in  an  open  Town  at  the  mercy  of  every 
Party  and  the  Inhabitants  obliged  either  to  fly  to  a Fort  and 
leave  their  Efieets,  or  sufier  with  them. 

Mr.  AVilliarnson  who  was  appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Christie 
in  case  the  latter  could  make  up  his  Records,  had  left  his 
Plantation  and  was  removed  to  Charles  Tovm  A settled  as 
a Lawyer  there  before  your  letters  arrived,  on  the  hearing 
that  he  was  appointed  Recorder  with  a Salary,  he  came  back 
but  did  not  bring  his  family  with  him  A it  was  reported  in 
the  Town  that  he  intended  to  act  by  Deputy,  which  he  denied 
to  me,  but  at  tlie  same  time  said  he  would  not  bring  up  his 
family  till  after  ]w  was  declared  Recorder,  and  insisted  that 
the  ^lagistrates  Imploymeiits  ought  to  be  held  during  good 
beha\iour,  Tliat  the  Trustt'es  might  not  turn  tlnun  out 
precipitately.  1 found  by  his  Comcrsation  that  iie  was  very 
much  of  a Lawyer  and  a much  better  Attorney  than  the 
Town  of  Savannah  wants,  he  is  likely  to  have  very  gocul 
practice  at  Charles  Town,  where  the  people  like  him  mightilv 
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I believe  it  will  be  much  better  for  him  to  be  encouraged 
there  than  to  be  buried  at  Savannah  where  the  whole  To\mi 
<*aii  hardly  pay  the  charge  of  one  Chancery  suit.  Colonel 
Stephens  thought  that  according  to  your  orders  he  could  not 
dehver  him  his  constitution  till  he  had  conformed  to  them. 
All  things  are  very  quiet  with  the  new  Magistrates,  and 
I believe  Mill  continue  so,  if  the  Court  remains  as  it  is,  but 
I believe  any  alteration  Mould  hurt,  unless  it  M'ere  the 
changing  Christie  for  Pye,  a very  industrious  young  man  M'ho 
M'rites  an  exceeding  good  hand,  is  a pretty  good  Scholar,  very 
honest  & sober  and  is  no  Attorney. 

I am. 

Gentlemen 

Your  \erj  humble  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe. 


To  Hono^'"'  the  Trustees. 


[Indorsed] 

lec^  10  March  1739-40. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  H.  YERELST.* 

29  Dec.  1739. 

Frederika  29th  Dec*’  1739. 

SiRj 

I have  received  fi'om  Captain  Thomson  several  things, 
amoimting  in  the  M'hole  to  TOHO.lO.l  of  mIucIi  gi-eat  part 
is  for  the  service  of  the  Trust,  a great  part  of  the  Account 
itself  is  a voucher  of  its  having  been  a])plied,  as  that  to  the 
Boats  Aca.  That  to  the  Rangers  is  in  pail  of  an  old  debt 
du('  by  the  Tmste(?s  to  tht'm.  As  many  of  tht^se  Articles  as 
tie*  Tnistet'S  tliink  propta-  to  charge  to  their  aec-ount,  1 em- 
poM’er  you  to  receive  from  them;  the  rest  you  Mill  post  to  mv 
Account.  I shall  send  you  a farther  Ex})lanatiou  of  how 
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these  things  are  applied  pursuant  to  the  Trustees  Orders. 

I have  vTote  at  large  to  them  bj  this  occasion.  Mr.  Horton 
will  explain  all  Afiairs  here  and  can  give  a ver}"  clear  light 
into  them. 

In  Captain  Thomson’s  former  Acco*  of  £110.  which  tlu‘ 
Tinist  refused  to  pay ; That  which  I took  in  order  to  give  the 
Spaniards,  in  case  we  had  had  a Treaty  with  them  and  which 
Presents  are  a necessary  Expence  and  part  of  the  support 
of  the  Ci\dl  Govenimeiit  as  all  matters  of  Negotiations  are, 
is  not  now  necessary,  because  we  have  no  fiiendship  with 
them,  so  as  the  things  are  here  I will  receive  them  and  you 
may  charge  that  £7.1.7  to  me. 

As  for  the  Credit  given  to  Shopkeepers  it  is  what  the  Tmst 
always  used  to  do,  and  what  their  letters  approve  of.  Setting 
up  people  in  Business  that  they  may  sell  at  reasonable  prices, 
and  thereby  take  oil  the  trouble  from  the  Store.  I therefore 
ordered  Credit  to  l)e  given  to  Philip  and  Anne  Courtney  who 
were  recommended  by  my  Lord  Egremont  and  to  Abbott 
an  old  Widow  Woman  that  came  with  the  first  j)eople  here. 
Abbot  has  paid  10s.  back,  Courtney  has  paid  some  little  on 
account,  and  the  Trustees  cannot  think  that  to  set  up  Shop- 
keepers in  this  Town  is  no  concern  of  the  Publicks  but  is  a 
personal  Affair  of  mine.  It  can  be  no  personal  affair  of 
mine,  since  I have  no  benefit  fr’om  it,  it  is  the  business  of  the 
publick  to  supj)ort  the  Town  and  has  been  always  judged  a 
useful  Charity  to  put  poor  people  into  an  honest  way  of  earn- 
ing their  Livelyhood  by  small  Credits. 

With  respect  to  the  £58  delivered  to  Mr.  McIntosh  at 
Darien,  it  was  to  support  the  Inhabitants  of  Darien  with 
cloathing  and  delivered  to  the  Trustees  Store  there,  for  which 
the  Individuals  are  indebted  to  the  Trust.  Part  of  it  was 
paid  in  discharge  of  service  done  to  the  Trustees  in  building. 
Part  is  still  due  and  some  do  ])ay  and  are  ready  to  [>ay  wliicji 
you  may  see  by  the  Darien  accounts.  I am  ])erswaded  that 
when  the  Tmst  considers  tliis  they  will  find  that  T h;iv<' 
nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  niort'  ])aiticularly,  that  S(une  part 
of  tliis  v(uy  moiuy  has  bemi  paid  for  in  Timbtu*  for  building 
the  Chap)H‘h 

The  £6.13.0  charged  to  Mr,  Carteret  was  by  him  paid  fov 
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by  bill  of  Exch®  which  I sent  home  to  you.  This  is  all  that 
I can  say  upon  that  account,  which  I understand  to  be  part 
of  the  Charge  of  the  last  year,  excepting  that  I would  some 
what  farther  explain  that  the  Goods  for  the  Shopkeepers  were 
taken  into  the  Tmstees  Store,  and  part  issued  to  them,  and 
part  retained  in  order  to  be  issued,  as  they  made  Payments. 
And  if  they  did  not  make  paym*^  then  the  Eemainder  was 
not  issued  to  them,  but  issued  to  others,  and  the  same  paid 
into  the  Trustees  Account.  By  the  payments  arising  from 
Debts  due  to  the  Tmstees,  the  Debts  contracted  have  been 
h'ssened  and  several  Buddings  and  Publick  Works  have  been 
j>aid  for  by  Labour  done  in  payment  of  those  Debts  particu- 
larly the  building  of  the  Barracks,  and  these  Goods  stand  in 
the  same  light  as  many  others  taken  in  issued  in  that  man- 
ner, therefore  I think  the  Trustees  cannot  refuse  .paying 
Captain  Thomson  for  them  & they  in  the  general  account 
will  find  that  they  have  Credit  from  the  persons  to  wLom 
they  are  issued.  Capt.  Thomson  vill  have  a Declaration  from 
Mr.  MTntosh  and  from  Mr.  MTiite  that  these  Goods  have 
been  received,  and  that  the  Trustees  have  credit  for  the 
same. 

I am.  Sir,  Your  very  humble  Servant, 

Mr.  Harman  Yerelst.  James  Oglethorpe. 


GENEBAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  THE  TRUSTEES.* 

29  Dec.  1739. 

Frederica  29th  Dec’’  1739. 

Gentlemen, 

I send  this  by  Mr.  Horton  whom  there  is  no  need  of  recom- 
Rieiidiiig  to  you.  You  know  his  behaviour  wlien  he  com- 
manded the  Soutln'ru  Division  of  the  Province  in  my 
absence.  I could  not  think  of  a way  more  likely  to  acipniint 
you  with  the  whole  ikirticulurs  o(  the  Province,  than  by 
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sending  him  home,  who  can  explain  every  thing.  I was  in 
hopes  to  have  sent  you  all  the  Accounts,  but  have  been  intol- 
erably plagued  by  the  backAvardiiess  of  Clerks.  I have 
been  obliged  to  iiuploy  my  oavu  Secretary  Moore,  in  almost 
ever}"  thing,  though  writmg  for  me  is  full  one  Man’s  work, 
and  I can  to  this  minute  get  nothing  finished  by  the  others, 
nor  any  other  Account  than  that  Cash  Book,  which  he  kept. 
To  give  a general  Idea  of  the  Accounts,  there  is  three  distinct 
terms  of  time,  one  before  my  arrival,  wliich  you  have  put 
into  an  excellent  method  by  appointing  Commissioners  to 
state.  Some  debts  due  in  that  Term  to  persons  who  must 
have  been  ruined  if  not  paid,  I have  paid,  the  Commission- 
ers having  acquainted  me  that  they  were  justly  due,  and  Mr. 
Jones  hath  promised  me  to  transmit  the  Eeport,  which  if  you 
approve  of,  you  will  pay  what  I have  advanced  to  Mr.  Verelst 
on  my  accoimt. 

The  second  term  of  time  is  fi*om  my  arrival  to  the  time  of 
receivmg  Your  Establishment,  duiing  which  time  I proceeded 
in  the  Dark,  having  only  this  General  Buie  to  go  by,  not  to 
make  any  Expences  as  I could  avoid  and  at  the  same  time 
not  to  neglect  doing  those  things  which  were  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Colony,  amongst  them  the  taking  the 
German  Servants  which  came  over  by  Cai)tain  Thomson,  and 
the  lending  their  Passages  to  such  Persons  as  were  desirous 
thereof  & were  capable  of  maintaining  them,  and  keeping  the 
rest  for  the  Trust.  I. thought  an  absolute  necessary  measiu'e 
for  the  service  of  the  Colony,  since  it  not  only  mcreased  it 
with  so  many  able  bodied  industrious  People,  but  it  w'ould 
have  been  a Cnielty  to  turn  the  poor  People  a starving  into 
other  Provinces,  and  have  prevented  the  being  able  to  pro- 
cure more  Germans  A thereby  augmenting  His  Majesty’s 
Subjects,  by  the  accession  of  Foreign  Protestants.  I hope 
therefore  that  this  step  w ill  be  approved  of,  and  that  you  w ill 
order  Captain  Thomson  to  be  paid  the  Pa.ssage  of  those 
Servants. 

As  I proiuis('d  to  you  when  I first  arrived  1 have  main- 
tained the  Colony  for  tin'  year,  and  think  it  w ill  come  w ithin 
tin'  lio.OdO  as  T gm'ssi'd  at  first.  I drew  upon  ^Ir.  Vertist 
wiio  had  Cash  of  mine  and  mentioned  in  y‘‘  ]a'tt<'rs  of  advice 


LETTERS  FROM  GENERAL  OGLETHORPE.  . 99 

^^-nerally,  tlie  ser\ices  for  which  those  Bills  were  dra^ni. 
The  proper  Youchers  showing  that  the  Money  was  applied 
to  the  Pubhck  Service  according  to  the  Tmstees  maxims  for 
Improving  and  Settling  the  Colony,  shall  be  sent  over  as  soon 
u.s  ever  I can  get  the  Clerks  to  draw  them  out  in  order.  But 
a journey  in  open  Boats  to  Charles  Tomti  a J oumey  by  Land 
for  several  himdi*ed  miles  over  many  wide  Bivers  to  the  far 
Indian  Nations  and  the  preparations  for  invading  the  Span- 
iards and  making  Inroads  upon  them,  have  took  up  so  much 
of  my  time  that  I have  not  been  able  to  do  the  Business  my 
self  nor  can  I prevail  Tvdtli  others  to  do  it  for  me.  If  I come 
back  alive  from  this  Expedition,  I ■^ill  labour  at  the  accounts 
and  do  not  doubt  to  settle  them  and  the  Pro\ince  upon  a 
good  foot  of  Oeconomy.  I hope  you  will  make  good  to  Mr. 
Verelst  tliose  payments  that  I have  made  here  upon  the 
Tmsts’  Acco^  and  thereby  replace  the  money  I di*ew  from 
him. 

There  vdll  be  this  year  over  & above  your  Estabhshment 
several  Expences  necessary  for  the  preser^dng  of  the  Colony. 
The  small  Garrison  of  a Captain  and  ten  men  at  Fort  Au- 
gusta will  be  necessary  to  be  continued,  since  we  cannot 
weaken  the  Begiment  by  sending  a Detachment  to  so  great 
a distance  as  300  miles.  The  Begiment  of  Foot  that  is 
here,  is  not  sufficient  to  make  Mar  in  the  Woods  by  Land 
and  overtake  Indians  or  horsemen  therefore  I have  been 
obliged  to  call  down  our  Indian  Allies  they  have  very  readily 
assisted  me,  but  whilst  they  lose  their  hunting  A Corn  season 
for  our  Defence,  we  are  forced  to  give  them  Food,  Arms,  Am- 
muiiition  A some  Cloathing  which  they  would  otherwise  buy 
witli  skins  which  they  get  by  hunting.  Their  Leaders  and 
Iiiteqweters  have  certain  allowances.  I sent  you  over  them 
for  tlie  Creeks  A Cherokees,  those  for  the  Chickesaws  Lichees 
and  Yamacraws  have  the  same. 

Horsemen  also  I am  obliged  to  raise  A have  order’d  60 
Pvangers.  Tlieir  Establishiu^*^  ^Er.  H(uion  has  with  him.  The 
S<  ttlriiieiits  must  all  have  been  destroytal  and  the  commu- 
nicatitm  between  the  Troo]>s  cut  otl‘  when  the  S]mniards 
attacked  Amelia,  if  1 had  not  armed  out  Boats,  which  I did 
hi  the  chea[)cst  manner,  taking  no  more  men  upon  hire  than 
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just  enough  to  navigate  them,  and  even  sa\dng  this  Expence 
upon  some  by  imploying  the  Trust’s  Highland  Serv'^  whom 
Mr.  M’Intosh  and  Mr.  Mackay  had  taught  to  Eow ; the  rest 
of  the  men  are  Soldiers  to  whom  we  only  allow  prov®  dui-ing 
the  time  they  are  on  board.  Thus  the  Colony  Periagua  is 
fitted  out  with  4 Guns,  rows  wdth  20  men  & canies  20  more, 
so  that  having  40  men  she  is  able  to  engage  a Spanish 
Launch  stands  only  in  the  w'ages  of  a Commander,  a Patroon 
and  six  men,  the  rest  of  the  40  being  Soldiers,  of  whom  only 
them  that  row  have  Provisions.  By  these  Boats  I have  drove 
the  Spaniards  out  of  the  Kiver  St.  John’s,  can,  w’hen  I will, 
land  in  Florida,  as  well  as  protect  this  Colony  and  Carolina 
which  without  them  would  be  entirely  exposed,  as  by  the  sad 
accident  at  Amelia,  when  we  had  only  two  Boats  in  service 
too  plainly  appeared. 

The  Forts  that  I built  were  run  to  ruin,  being  mostly  of 
earth,  having  no  means  to  repair  them  and  having  also  orders 
not  to  fortify.  Upon  the  Hostilities  being  committed,  I 
thought  I should  be  answerable  for  the  blood  of  these  people 
before  God  and  man  if  I had  left  them  open  to  be  surprized 
by  Spanish  Indians  and  murdered  in  the  night  and  their 
houses  burnt,  and  if  I did  not  take  all  proper  means  for  their 
defence  they  being  under  my  charge.  I therefore  began  to 
foidify  Frederica  and  inclose  the  whole  Town  in  which  there 
are  some  very  good  houses.  It  is  half  an  Hexagon  with  two 
Bastions  and  two  half  Bastions  and  ToAvers  after  Monsieur 
Vauban’s  method  upon  the  point  of  each  Bastion.  The 
Walls  are  of  earth  faced  Avith  Timber,  10  foot  High  in  the 
lowest  place  and  in  the  highest  13  and  the  Timbers  from 
eight  inches  to  tAveh^e  inches  thick.  There  is  a Avet  Ditch  10 
foot  wide,  and  so  laid  out  that  if  Ave  had  an  alloAvance  for  it, 
I can  by  AAldening  the  Ditch  double  the  thickness  of  the 
Wall  and  make  a covered  way.  I hope  in  three  months  it 
will  be  entirely  finished  and  in  that  time  not  only  to  fortify 
here  but  to  repair  the  Forts  on  Amelia  and  Saint  Andre avs. 
The  Expence  of  tlicsi'  small  aboA'c  mentioned  Works,  Avliicli 
is  all  that  I can  iioav  make,  Avill  not  be  great.  Frederica  Avill 
come  Avithin  .1'500,  St.  AiulreAvs  F400,  and  Amelia  FIOO.  I 
jnado  ail  Inroad  into  the  Spanish  Florida  by  the  help  of  the 
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Boats  drove  them  to  take  shelter  in  their  Forts  & kept  the 
Hfld  several  Days,  parties  of  Indians  killing  their  Cattel  tfeca. 
<*veii  to  within  a few  miles  of  Augustine,  but  could  not  pro- 
voke them  to  fight.  I am  going  to  make  another  Inroad  and 
tnist  in  God  it  wiU  daunt  them  so  that  we  shall  have  full 
time  to  fortify  and  if  the  people  of  Carolina  would  assist  us 
heartily,  w^e  might  take  Augustine,  to  which  these  frequent 
Inroads  pave  the  way,  for  they  dishearten  then’  people  make 
us  acquainted  with  the  Country  and  encourage  the  Soldiers 
.by  living  on  the  Enemy’s  Cattel  and  Provisions. 

I hope  if  the  Trustees  will  represent  the  necessity  of  the 
above  Expences  to  Parliament  the  House  w'iQ  gi-ant  to  them 
Mitficient  to  defray  the  Estimates  of  them.  Or  if  the  Parlia- 
ment thinks  this  Expence  too  much  for  the  preserving  of  this 
Colony,  I hope  they  w'iU  witlicfraw  both  the  Colony  and  the 
Regiment  since  without  these  necessaiy  preparations  they 
will  be  exposed  to  certain  Destruction. 

I am, 

Gentlemen 

Your  very  humble  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe.  - 

The  Hono^^®  the  Trastees. 

[Indorsed] 

Kec^  May  2 1740. 


general  OGLETHORPE  TO  THE  TRUSTEES.* 

29  Dec.  1739. 

Frederica  20th  December  1730. 

^b.NTLEMEN, 

^ lliere  were  00  heads  of  Germans  Servants  delivered  by 
^ ‘44.  Thomson  to  difierent  Persons  in  Georgia  upon  Credit, 
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which  I find  did  not  appear  to  the  Committee  of  Accounts  to 
be  chargeable  on  the  Trust  by  any  Evidence  by  him  pro- 
duced. 

The  first  was  a Family  of  5§  heads,  Servants  to  Mr.  Chris- 
tie, he  has  an  open  Account  with  the  Trustees  as  Kecorder 
k there  has  been  Orders  from  the  Trustees  relating  to  Serv- 
ants for  the  Magistrates  there. 

The  Second  is  one  head  delivered  to  Mr.'  Matthews,  whose 
Wife  was  Widow  of  Mr.  Musgrove,  Interpreter  to  the  Indians, 
as  She  herseK  is  now.  The  passage  of  this  Servant  was 
given  to  them  as  a Eecompence  for  Ser\dces  with  the  Indians, 
and  for  an  Indian  Servant  belonging  to  them,  killed  in  the 
Disputes  with  Watson. 

Andrew  Duche  is  tlio  I^ otter  at  Savannah  v/lio  goes  on 
very  weU.  there,  is  one  of  the  most  Industrious  in  the  Town 
k has  made  several  Experiments  which  seem  to  look  like  the 
making  of  China,  he  had  two  Servants  whom  he  breeds  to 
the  Potter’s  Trade. 

The  two  Servants  to  the  Widow  Harris  are  paid  for. 

Bailiff  Parker’s  Servant  depends  upon  the  Trustees  orders 
relating  to  the  Magistrates. 

Those  dehvered  Mr.  Bolzius  were  Famihes  in  -which  there 
were  many  unmamed  yoimg  women,  the  Congregation  of 
Saltzbm-ghers  desired  they  might  be  left  there,  there  being 
many  unmarried  men  and  no  unmaiTied  women.  They 
beheved  that  several  would  take  them  for  Wives  and  that 
such  as  did  would  pay  the  passage  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Bolzius,  to  remain  there  for  the  Tmstees  dhections,  I hoping 
they  would  apply  it  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Orphan  house 
at  Ebenezer  and  as  such  be  a useful!  Benefaction  to  the  Saltz- 
burghers.  They  amount  to  11  heads,  some  are  manied  and 
they  all  have  behaved  veiT  well,  as  Mr.  Bolzius  informs  me. 

Mr.  Fallowfield  has  been  a very  active  inhabitant  of  tlu‘ 
Colony,  has  settled  here  at  his  own  Expence,  and  expended 
a gre^at  deal  of  money,  and  was  Constable,  he  thought  he  had 
a Pretension  to  have  Servants  from  tlie  Trustees  upon  tla' 
footing  of  Constai)h‘,  according  to  former  Ldters.  l)v  which 
they  gave  Servants  to  make  up  the  time  whieli  the  Ollietus 
imployed  in  the  Publick  Service. 
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Noble  Jones  and  Mr.  Causton  undertook  to  maintain  tlieir 
Servants  and  bonded  for  tlie  pa^Tiient  of  them.  West  did 
y same  and  one  of  them  is  returned  to  y®  Trustees  being  a 
Wheelwright,  and  a necessary  man  for  their  ser\dce. 

Mr.  Mouse  has  a family  of  5 children  is  a very  industrious, 
man  and  was  the  only  Inhabitant  that  stayed  upon  the 
Island  of  Skidoway  out  of  ten  families,  therefore  the  giving 
him  Credit  for  this  Servant  I intended  to  recommend  to  the 
Trustees  as  an  Encouragement  to  Out  Planters. 

Mr.  Perkins  is  a Magistrate  of  Frederica  and  has  a Credit 
upon  the  store  upon  this  years  Establishment. 

Mr.  Hawkins  had  paid  for  his  Servants. 

Walker  works  upon  the  Fortification  and  is  willing  to  pay 
for  the  passage  of  his  Servant  out  of  his  work. 

Walset  is  a good  Planter,  has  a large  Family,  came  at  his 
own  Expence  from  Germany  and  has  a demand  on  the  Trus- 
tees for  a Debt  in  Mr.  Causton’s  time,  and  has  sixty  Bushells 
of  Corn,  ready  to  be  delivered  the  Tinstees  this  year,  and 
tliey  want  Corn  to  feed  their  Servants  and  horses. 

Upon  the  whole  at  that  time  there  was  a disgust  to  white 
Servants  aidfully  fomented  by  the  Negroe  Merchants.  The 
Trustees  had  stopped  all  Payments  and  the  People  were 
diffident  of  getting  Provisions  for  themselves  therefore  did 
not  care  to  take  Servants  least  they  could  not  feed  them.  I 
was  glad  therefore  to  get  people  that  could  feed  them  and 
take  them,  but  yet  there  remain  several  that  nobody  would 
take.  Those  I placed  in  a village,  lent  them  Provisions  and 
they  gave  their  own  bonds  for  their  Passages.  Some  of  them 
it  Ls  tnie  are  dead,  some  have  throve  and  the  Colony  is  in- 
creased by  tliat  number,  and  the  Germans  seem  to  take  more 
to  planting  than  tlie  English  do.  I should  think  therefore 
that  tliere  is  not  a better  service  can  be  done  to  the  Colony 
than  paying  the  passage  for  them,  taking  it  up  again  accord- 
Hig  as  they  can  pay  and  thereby  discharging  the  Establish- 
J.’it  nts  liere  and  k'sst'ii  the  Tni^tei'S  Iiemittam-es  so  much. 
Ihose  who  dye,  indeed,  will  be  a loss  to  the  Trust,  but  then 
hv  those  wlio  live,  the  Province  will  recpiire  so  many  planting 
l aiuilies.  The  bonds  were  continued  in  the  name  of  Captain 
lijoiiisou,  because  that  I believed  the  people  would  moro 
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willingly  pay  to  him  than  to  the  Puhlick,  and  that  he  might 
upon  his  corning  back  push  for  payment  and  he  will  give  yo\i 
an  account  of  what  Payments  he  has  been  able  to  get. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  very  humble  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe. 

P.  S.  The  necessity  of  acting  on  this 
breach  with  the  Spaniards  obliged  me 
to  take  Capt.  Thomson’s  Long  Boat  down  with 
me  & preventing  my  dispatching  him  till 
I returned  from  the  Frontiers;  so  that  he 
could  get  his  discharge  from  me  but 
this  day.  His  hands  have  been  very 
-useful!  in  helping  to  tit  out  our  Boats 
as  you  will  see  by  his  Account. 

[Indorsed]  liec'^  May  2,  1740. 


GENEBAL  OGLETHOBPE  TO  THE  TEUSTEES.^^ 

24  January  1739-40. 

Frederica  24th  January  1739-40. 

Genitemen, 

Lieutenant  HoHon  has  orders  to  raise  30  Eecruits  for  the 
Eegiment.  If  the  Trustees  would  give  passage  to  tin  nr 
Wives  it  would  be  a cheap  way  of  increasing  the  Colony  by 
30  families,  from  singh'  jinni  there  are  very  great  Incon- 
veniences and  their  being  obligcal  to  leave  their  wiv(‘s  bt'hiiul 
plunges  them  into  great  dilHculties.  I need  say  no  more  on 
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tlmt  head  but  desii*e  the  Tnist  would  give  passage  to  the 
Wives  and  Com  and  Meat  to  them  for  one  year. 

I am, 

Gentlemen 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 
James  Oglethorpe. 

The  Hono^’*  the  Trustees. 

\_In(lorse(T\ 

brought  by  Captain  Thomson  k by  him 
tlelivered  at  the  Trustees  Office  2 May  1740. 


GENEEAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  COL.  STEPHENS.* 

. , 1 February  1739-40. 

Frederica  1st  Feb^'^  1739-40. 
Sir, 

Since  the  Spaniards  began  hostilities  by  attacking  Ameba 
k murdering  the  Men  there,  I pursued  them  into  Florida, 
swt‘pt  the  River  St.  Mattlioeo  by  the  Indians  called  Alata, 
and  which  the  Spaniards  would  fain  now  call  St.  Jolm’s. 
I landed  on  the  Spanish  main  drove  in  their  Out  Guards  and 
tlie  Indians  burnt  3 Guard  houses.  I proceeded  one  day’s 
march  towards  Augustine,  stayed  3 Days  hunting  their  Cattle 
and  ravaging  the  Country,  but  could  not  provoke  them  to 
action.  Their  Horse  and  a party  of  Negi’oes  and  Indians 
once  appeared,  but  went  off  upon  a gallop  and  took  shelter 
in  tlieir  Forts.  The  Spaniards  had  in  Florida  besides  the 
I'ortress  of  Augustine,  the  Fort  of  St.  Marks,  with  a Gar- 
rison of  80  regular  Troops,  100  Spanish  Transports,  besides 
N*  ^O'ocs,  Indians  Aca.  This  Fort  lies  on  the  Day  of  Apel- 
io  hce  which  makes  the  most  Eastt*rn  part  of  the  Gulf  (ff’ 
Mexico,  and  by  it  Augustine  has  a communication  with 
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Mexico.  It  also  influences  tlie  Creek  Indians,  being  not  far 
from  theii’  To^uis.  They  liad  also  built  a new  Fort  called 
St.  Francis  de  Pupa  on  the  British  side  of  St.  Matthoeo,  or 
Alata  before  mentioned.  This  Foi*t  was  an  encroachment, 
and  built  not  long  since  to  protect  a Ferry  over  the  Biver 
Alata,  to  defend  their  Communication  with  St.  Marks  and  to 
give  them  an  Entry  into  that  part  of  Georgia  inhabited  by 
the  Creek  Indians  and  also  all  the  Northern  parts  of  Georgia 
and  Carolina  by  land,  it  being  but  5 days  Journey  from  this 
Fort  to  Mr.  Matthew’s  new  Settlement  and  that  but  two  days 
Journey  from  Savannah.  Over  against  this  on  the  south  side 
the  Alata  which  is  there  so  wide  as  to  be  no  longer  a River 
but  a Lake,  they  had  a Fort  called  Picolata  in  the  shape 
of  a Star  and  a Ferry  boat  going  fi’om  the  one  Fort  to  the 
other.  They  had  also  the  Fort  of  St.  Diogo  7 leagues  fi’om 
the  Alata  6 from  Augustine  and  3 fr-oni  the  Sea.  They  had 
another  called  Rossa  with  a Gaiiison  mostly  Indians,  another 
Chicketo  with  4 Bastions,  the  Garrison  partly  Indians  and 
partly  regular  Troops  & lies  about  a league  fr’om  Augustine. 
Another  called  Pinnion  and  they  were  building  a new  one 
of  Stone  called  Moosa  to  protect  the  Plantations  they  had 
granted  to  run  aw^ay  Negroes  who  w ere  armed  and  officered 
in  order  to  ganison  the  same.  A particular  account  of  St. 
Augustine  is  inclosed. 

On  my  first  Inroad  the  Spaniards  quitted  Moosa  and  drew' 
off  the  Negi'oes.  I sent  Lieut.  Dunbar  up  the  River  with 
tw'O  Scout  Boats  to  destroy  wiiat  Boats  the  Spaniards  had 
and  to  view'  their  Forts  and  attack  them  if  weak.  Accord- 
ingly after  12  hours  rowing  up  the  Alata  he  came  to  w'here 
it  forms  a Lake  being  in  many  places  above  2 leagues  wide 
but  straitened  in  one  by  2 Points  so  that  it  w'as  not  above 
2 miles  wide.  On  the  Northern  Point  w as  Fort  St.  Francis, 
and  on  the  Southern  Point  that  of  Picolata.  He  landed  in 
the  night  and  thought  to  liave  suiq)iised  the  hitter,  but  after 
sev(‘ral  hours  firing  and  tliree  men  being  wounded  he  found 
he  could  not  carry  it  without  Cannon,  so  returned.  On  New 
Year’s  Day  I set  out  w ith  a ])arty  of  the  Rt'gim^  accompanieil 
by  Caj)tain  Maekay,  Captain  Desbrisay,  Lieutenant  Dunl)ar 
and  Ensigns  Maekay,  Mact‘,  Sutluudand  A Maxwell  and 
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Adjutant  Hugh  ^fackay.  The  Eangers,  Fanuee  Mico  -ulth 
the  Chickesaws  and  Captain  Gray  the  Uchee  King  with  the 
Uchees  and  Hewitt  Hilly spilh  and  Santoucdiy  with  the 
Creeks  Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Jones,  one  Periagiia  13  Boats 
and  a small  Privateer  Sloop,  who  went  in  at  the  Biver  Alata. 
On  the  27th  after  ha\dng  got  over  many  difficulties  by  day- 
break the  Indians  sui-prized  and  bumt  the  Fort  of  Picolata, 
the  Spaniards  ha\dng  abandoned  it.  At  10'  the  same  day 
I landed  and  invested  Saint  Francis  de  Pupa  with  the  Indians 
and  Bangers,  and  formed  the  Begular  Troops  and  landed 
four  pieces  of  Cannon,  posted  them  and  marked  out  a Batter}' 
in  such  manner  that  they  were  sheltered  from  the  sight 
of  the  Garrison  by  the  Woods.  In  the  mean  time  the 
Indians  advanced  as  near  as  they  could  under  the  shelter 
of  trees,  some  of  which  stood  within  100  yards  of  the' Fort, 
but  in  most  places  the  ground  was  cleared  300  yards  round.' 
The  Indians  ffied  very  briskly  upon  the  Fold  and  the  Span- 
iards returned  the  same  very  hotly  till  towards  3 of  Clock 
when  their  Fme  lessened  considerably.  This  kept  the  Span- 
iards so  amused  that  they  did  not  discover  oui’  men  at  the 
Batteries  so  that  they  worked  undiscovered  till  5 of  clock 
when  the  Spaniards  began  to  tire  upon  them  but  the  Breast 
work  being  then  finished  they  did  no  mischief.  Before  sun 
set  the  Battery  fired  on  the  Fort  when  I ofiered  them  terms 
but  they  refusing  the  Cannons  fired  a second  time  which  had 
so  good  an  eftect  that  they  cried  out  for  Quarter,  became 
Prisoners  of  War  and  surrendered  the  Fort  with  two  Pieces 
of  Cannon,  one  Mortar,  three  Swivel  Guns,  150  Shells, 
a number  of  glass  bottles  fiUed  with  Powder,  and  artificial 
Fireworks,  a sufficient  Quantity  of  Ammunition,  Provisions 
<tca.  for  a long  Defence.  The  Fort  consisted  of  a strong  new 
built  Tower  about  30  foot  high  16  foot  stpiare  withhi  with 
a Manchicolis  above  which  flanked  the  foot  of  the  Tower, 
without  that  a Bampart  faced  with  Tind)er  a foot  thick  and 
12  foot  high,  filled  uj)  Avithin  side  with  6 foot  earth  but  the 
Carrison  was  very  weak  consisting  only  of  a Stu-geant,  a Cor- 
I’oral,  9 Soldiers  and  one  Indian.  The  Governour  having 
•'^ince  the  first  Inroad  Avithdrawn  the  Gari'ison  from  Picolata 
and  part  of  that  from  Pupa,  they  formerly  consisting  of 
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a Coniissioned  Officer  and  30  men.  I left  a Gamson  in  this 
Place  & have  added  to  the  Fortification  it  being  of  gi'eat 
consequence,  since  thereby  the  Communication  with  the 
Creek  Indians  is  secured  and  their  means  of  invading  by  land 
the  Northern  parts  of  the  Colony  is  taken  away,  and  if  any 
party  of  Horse  comes  from  Carolina,  they  may  be  here 
sheltered  ’till  they  be  ferried  over  and  Picolata  at  which  they 
land,  is  within  21  miles  of  Augustine,  and  the  Country 
between  is  full  stocked  with  Cattle  and  Horses. 

I have  received  some  letters  from  the  Trustees  relating 
to  the  title  of  Lands,  which  I wish  may  not  give  room  to  the 
troublesome  peoples  making  new  Cavils.  I have  not  yet  had 
time  to  consider  well  of  it,  but  think  it  would  be  right  to  take 
them  into  mature  consideration  that  at  the  same  time  they 
are  published  they  may  be  thoroughly  explained  to  the 
people,  and  thereby  Diss’entions  at  this  critical  Juncture 
be  prevented. 

I am,  Sii’, 

Your  very  humble  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe. 

I desire  you  woidd  show  this  letter 
to  Mr.  Jones.  I have  sent  Mr.  Horton 
to  England  and  Capt.  Heron  to  Charles 
Town  to  solicit  assistance  for  the 
siege  of  Augustine  & other  matters 
for  the  safety  of  the  Province. 

Colonel  Stephens. 

By  the  examination  of  the  Prisoners  which  confirms  former 
Informations ; the  Castle  of  Augustine  is  a foi*t  built  of  soft 
stones  with  four  Bastions,  the  Curtain  sixty  yards  in  length, 
the  Parapet  nine  foot  thick,  the  Bampart  twenty  foot  high, 
caseniated  umh'rneath  for  lodgings  and  arched  over  and 
newly  made  Bombproof.  There  are  fifty  pieces  of  Cannon 
mounted  in  the  Castle,  they  have  bet*n  for  some  time  wcnking 
on  a Covered  way  which  is  nut  yet  finished.  Sixteen  of  the 
Cannon  are  Brass  A some  twenty  four  Pounders.  The  Town 
is  entn'iiclu'd  with  Ten  Sali(Uit  Angles  in  each  of  which  are 
some  small  Cannon.  The  Forces  in  Florida  consist  of  by 
Establishment : 


■riiU  ^ nmh'-'J)  i3-?  I ,«!.wt  Of..  i^)..i»\  f ^rt^^^nkiioD  « 

'^.dtfwivd  hi  ^^Tfiinjs;*ih^h 

:;^Viu  ,:/ih'*^‘  fj^-  mm  mmm  ohk.^B  % \fi^  '' 

vtv#\Llvklv/  ..^f;  .♦:!,i;ivK'-:'i'  ;'^  ' 't*rm' h^ti'A- >(y.»„4')  I'lB*  l'yfc),*f»ii^*k  ' 

. '■•  ' • . L.'  ■ ■ . . t<*  ■ F -t . _ f.vt'. .,  - t r.,  r 


« Hai  us  • 

uIht  oii--t  >noi3  ^rpyiisl  &sitou  fwwoiw . d'*' I 

0^  ■sbti^<'^^.  i lo  sliKt  7iii. 

h^id  it}r  hi>ii  snM  1 :k8/.0  '^mr  u^jlqmq  em^jhdds/mS 

'■kd<iihuJihd'S  ^^ddho-;^  fi  hud^  fm(  Jx  !o  ■^MB0ot:>  Qt  maU 
V .at -:->iud  ' ^iirijcm  qhti  cmdt^ 


^ih  oJ 

i^hiMif  .oJi-p'fq  ^ 

1^"'' 

,,  '^'"-  I ' 

.,  _^  ■ ■ ■’  Ui.y'0*^  HOT;  I 

, ■ h‘:>tJoJl  .iM  :^mo\- rsM  c>^ 

' '":V^;'’d\'  ..  , %■: w - -i(A 

- !■  sr<.  'yaifK;.f^rf,.  ]'^  ■:<;;dB 

. ..^^jKKTfdi  ■:>»!)  v“i%td 

' /v' 

'.  ' ; .v  ' 1v>/to6oD' 


Turnd  urniBim  drniiW':^o^h^  mu  }o  siobnmarn/'im  7U 
ihd  3o  d :mrdhiitn^d'al. 

%Pdu  mti  irol-  itRv/  d-' 

.-y.!h:  ,io(A  7i#v,7i1wri0:-.)l  'fdi-  ..hU!i  iod  msin  •>ifi 

R^:^.,.  ifliTo  ■•  i.'--»ibt4  . feOH  ' ,^:t»<tf5|rHjI  ■):*>!  rfl;;‘i»wf«U/'  J->*il‘5'm‘>{-.i>t* 
R>  H:y>dq  'rtii  h >^njdmidi  i-*fuwj  <fv-.iv 

ji^ia  lu-ii  i'-OviH  Md>md  jov  h-.n  m-  rf-.»kl'*^  vjiiw  b’.r.r./f .'  > i.  Kt» 

X^-U)  a,7£;lv/dv:.  >';-W  Liil’Ur'  ,!^..>T  iHr.-.  ni 

'fc .itnv£ity'>  ^imyn 

■ F : : »u.KiiR^;i.lrtK5£ 


LETl’EKS  FROM  GENERAL  OGLETHORRE. 


109 


One  Troop  of  Horse 

One  Company  of  Artillery 

Three  IiiclepencT  Comp®  of  old  Troops,  each 

Two  Companies  of  the  Eegim*  of  Estui’ias 

One  Company  of  Valencia 

One  Company  of  Catalonia 

Two  Companys  of  Cantabria 

Two  Companys  of  Mercia 

Armed  Negi*oes 

Wliite  Transports  for  Labour 

Militia  of  Inhabitants  one  Company 

Indians  the  Number  uncertain 

[Indorsed] 

Brought  by  Capt.  Thomson  who  dehvered  it  at  the 
Trustees  Office  2 May  1740, 


GENEKAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  THE  TEUSTEES.* 

2 Apeil  1740. 

Charles  Town  April  2*^  1740. 

Gentlemen, 

I acquainted  you  in  my  last  of  our  taking  Fort  St.  Francis, 
since  which  we  have  had  some  fuidher  advantages.  Carohna 
has  voted  £120,000  assistance,  a Eeginient  of  Foot,  a Troop 
of  Horse  Aca.  and  the  Men  of  War  assist  in  attacking  the 
Town  and  blockading  the  Castle  of  Augustine,  I send  you 
inclosed  a Copy  of  my  answer  to  Mr.  Jones’s  Eepresentatiou 
relating  tolhe  Orphans,  and  am 
Gentlemen 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

J,\MES  OgLETHORRE. 

Tlu'  Hon’’^^-'  tli(‘  Tnistees. 

rec-'  2 June  1740. 

[Indorsed  ] 
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Copy. 

As  for  Milledge’s  brother  and  sister  I think  your  repre- 
sentation is  very  just,  that  the  taking  them  away  to  the 
Oq>han  House  will  break  up  a family  which  is  in  a likely  way 
of  li\ing  comfortably.  Mr.  "WTiitefield’s  design  is  for  the 
good  of  y®  people  and  the  Glory  of  God  and  I dare  say  when 
he  considers  this,  he  will  be  very  well  satisfied  with  the  Boy 
and  Girls  returning  to  their  brother  John  Milledge,  since 
they  can  assist  him,  and  you  may  allow  them  upon  my 
account  the  Provisions  they  used  to  have  upon  the  Orphan 
account.  Upon  this  head  I am  to  acquaint  you  that  I have 
inspected  the  Grant  relating'  to  the  Oi-phan  House.  Mr. 
Seward  said  that  the  Tmstees  had  granted  the  Orphans  to 
Mr.  TVliitefield,  but  I showed  him  that  it  could  not  be  in  the 
sense  he  at  first  seemed  to  understand  it.  It  is  most  certain 
that  Oi’phans  are  human  creatures  & neither  Cattel  nor  any 
other  kind  of  Chattels,  therefore  cannot  be  granted,  but  the 
Tmst  have  granted  the  care  of  the  helpless  Oi’phans  to  Mr. 
Whitefield  A have  given  him  500*^  Acres  of  Land  and  a power 
of  collecting  Charities  as  a consideration  for  maintaining  all 
the  Orphans  who  are  in  necessity  in  this  ProGnce,  and 
thereby  the  Trustees  think  themselves  discharged  from  main- 
taining of  any,  but  at  the  same  time  the  Trustees  have  not 
given  as  I see  any  power  to  Mr.  Whitefield  to  receive  the 
effects  of  the  Oiq'>hans  nnich  less  to  take  by  force  any 
Orphans  who  can  mamtain  themselves,  or  whom  any  other 
substantial  person  will  maintain.  The  Trustees  in  this  act 
accordmg  to  the  Law  of  England  in  case  Oiq^hans  are  left 
destitute  they  become  the  charge  upon  the  Parish  and  the 
Parish  may  put  them  out  to  be  taken  care  of,  but  if  any 
person  will  maintam  them  so  that  they  are  not  chargeable  to 
the  Parish,  then  the  Parish  doth  not  meddle  with  them,  and 
since  the  taking  away  of  the  Court  of  Mhxrds  and  Liveries 
the  Guardianship  of  Oqdians  is  in  their  next  Belation,  or 
tliemselves  at-  a certain  age  can  chuse  their  Guardians  and 
the  Jndgt's,  (dianca'llor.  Magistrates  \'ca.  have  the  sanu* 
ins])ection  over  the  efiects  and  pm-sims  of  the  Oiplians  as 
they  have  over  those  of  his  Majesty’s  other  subjt'cts,  and  tlu‘ 
efiects  and  persons  of  Oiqfiians  tire  as  much  under  the  pro- 
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Ui’tion  of  the  Laws  as  those  of  any  other  of  His  Majesty’s 
Subjects.  I send  a copy  of.  this  Paragraph  to  Colonel 
Stephens  and  think  it  would  be  right  in  you  and  him  to  give 
an  account  to  the  Tmstees  of  tliis  matter  and  of  all  other 
things  relating  to  the  Orjdian  house. 

\^Indorsed'] 

Copy  of  General  Oglethorpe’s  Answer  to 
Mr.  Jones’s  Representation  relating  to  the 
Oi-{)hans  inclosed  in  the  General’s  letter 
to  the  Trustees  dated  2 April  1740. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  THE  TRUSTEES.* 

10  April  1740. 

Savannah  10^^  April  1740. 

Gk.vU 

I was  in  hopes  to  have  saved  the  charge  of  the  Garrison 
*'f  Augusta  on  my  first  arrival  here  by  the  Regular  Troops 
for  tliat  purpose  sent  up  a second  Ensign  and  14  men 
but  tlie  Boat  being  cast  away  and  the  Ofiicer  and  most  of  the 
iiieii  being  drowned  I never  was  able  to  spare  a party  since, 
by  reason  of  the  Spanish  Alarms,  so  could  not  reduce  that 
Garrison  and  it  being  continued,  I have  been  obliged  to  pay 
p‘t<»  Mr.  Jones’s  hands  money  for  diseliargiiig  the  arrears, 
i'lul  which  I desire  you  would  pay  to  Air.  Verelst  on  my 
'U'coiint.  I shall  relieve  the  Garrison  with  the  King’s  Troops 
soon  as  the  siege  of  Augristine  is  over  and  thereby  save 
'■  i’Apence  of  tlu'  Tnistta's  men,  but  a Constable  and 
Magistrate  will  be  very  lu'cessarv  tluu’e  and  an  allowance 
tlu'in,  since  that  is  the  gveat  resort  for  the  Indian  Trade 
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and  there  is  a veiy  pretty  Town  built  with  a number  of  wliite 
families  without  any  expence  to  the  Trust  except  the  Gar- 
rison for  their  protection. 

I am 

Gent“ 

Your  very  humble  Servant 

The  Hono^^®  the  Tmstees.  James  Oglethorpe. 

[Indorsed]  rec*^  12  June  1740. 


GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  THE  TEUSTEES.* 

28  April  1741. 

Frederica  in  Georgia  28  April  1741. 

Gentlemen, 

Notwithstanding  the  sillyness  A desertion  of  some  of  our 
Inhabitants  and  the  underhand  endeavours  of  the  Spaniards 
whose  private  Agents  in  Charles  Town  have  liightned  every 

uneasyness.  The  Town  contains of  Freeholders  and 

there  is  more  likelyhood  of  planting  upon  this  Island  than 
there  has  hitheiio  been,  being  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  already  planted  besides  40  acres  of  clear  meadow 
enclosed  for  Hay  A some  teams  of  Oxen  A Horses  besidf's 
a great  many  riderng  Horses  most  of  ’em  taken  from  the 
Spaniards. 

The  desertion  of  the  people  I have  been  obliged  to  remedy 
by  fiUing  up  the  Lots  in  the  inclosed  form  and  thereby  keep 
up  the  Guard  Dutys  A Improvements.  I still  think  this 
Province  is  likelier  to  succeed  than  ever  and  to  become 
a strong  frontier  and  usefull  in  frirnishing  all  those  produc- 
tions of  warm  Countrys,  which  we  have  fr-om  the  INIediter- 
ranean  and  by  tin'  raising  of  tlnau  gives  support  to  pt*rse- 
cuted  Prot(‘stants  from  foreign  (Jountrys  and  others  who  are 
willing  to  be  industrious  and  do  not  doubt  to  accomplish  the 
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fiuln  mentioned  in  our  first  Proposals.  I have  the  more 
rtnison  to  believe  this  since  we  have  had  the  utmost  opposi- 
tion both  publick  & private  that  could  possibly  have  been 
{^iveii  by  the  Enemys  of  the  Nation  as  well  as  by  the  idleness, 
wickedness  & folly  of  our  Inhabitants  & the  jealousy  & self 
interest  of  neighbouring  Colony s.  As  God  has  been  pleased 
hitherto  to  overcome  all  these  oppositions,  I tliink  from 
thence  we  are  much  more  likely  to  succeed  than  we  were 
before  we  knew  what  opposition  we  were  to  receive.  The 
chief  thing  is  to  persevere  & go  on  steadily  in  spite  of 
calumny,  the  weak  but  poisoned  weapon  of  impotent  Ene- 
niys.  I think  stiU  as  I have  already  mentioned  the  gi’eatest 
services  that  can  be  done  is  to  send  over  manied  recmits 
with  industrious  wives,  the  next  is  to  get  the  Mess : Hopes 
to  send  the  Germans  from  Kotterdam  hither  as  they  do  to 
Pensilvania.  The  third  without  which  the  rest  is  useless 
Is  to  defend  the  place  by  Boats  mann’d  with  100  men  by  the 
Higliland  Company  for  the  Woods,  tw^o  Troops  of  Bangers 
for  the  inland  Country  and  a proper  Sloop  for  the  Coast. 
I have  been  at  the  charge  of  keeping  up  of  this  as  much  as 
I could  also  the  supporting  the  Indians  and  other  things  as 
usual  I think  no  Innovations  by  new^  Orders  or  Law  s or  by 
explanation  of  old  ones.  I do  not  doubt  God  would  bless 
tliese  endeavours  with  success.  We  want  here  some  men  fit 
for  Schoolmasters,  one  at  Frederica  and  one  at  the  Darien, 
also  a sedate  and  sober  Minister,  one  of  some  experience  in 
the  w’oiid  and  whose  first  heat  of  youth  is  over.  These  are 
things  I should  chiefiy  think  necessary.  There  are  numbers 
of  things  wiiich  I should  write  upon  but  must  refer  you 
to  another  letter  particularly  the  accounts. 

I am, 


Gentlemen 

Your  very  humble  Servant 

James  OGLEnionrE. 


the  Trustees. 


8 


rec^'  38  SepP  1711. 
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GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  H.  YEEELST.^ 

6 AIay  1741. 

Erederica  6^^  May  1741. 

Sir,  ' 

I send  yon  inclosed  the  List  of  the  Widdows  noAv  at 
Darien  and  also  the  Eeceipt  for  the  pay  of  the  Troop  of 
Higliland  Eangers.  Mr.  Mackay  who  is  'Cax^tain  of  them 
was  Ensign  and  Overseer  of  the  Works  at  St.  Andreevs  in  tlir 
Trustees-  Seiwice  and  held  that  place  with  thirty  men,  when 
the  Spaniards  attempted  the  mvasion  of  this  Province,  with 
a gi'eat  number  of  men  in  the  year  1737.  I hope  he  will 
have  aU  dispatch  in  his  affairs  having  w^aited  with  gi’cat 
patience  till  the  Commissioners  had  leasure  to  report  upon 
his  accounts.  Mr.  Jones  has  promised  to  send  the  report 
by  Capt.  Thomson  to  which  give  me  leave  to  refer  you. 

I send  also  enclosed  to  the  Tnistees  Copy  of  the  Proceed- 
ings relating  to  a Negro  Slave  seized  at  Frederica  and  soiii«' 
Examinations  wiiich  the  Germans  desired  to  be  taken  here, 
also  a Ceiiiiicate  for  the  cioathing  of  the  Eegiment  for  Mr. 
Fury. 

Doctor  HaAvkins  tells  me  that  he  has  sent  you  Vouchers  to 
prove  his  Demands  which  when  he  sent  his  last  accounts 
to  the  Trustees  he  did  not  think  it  wnis  necessary  to  trouble 
them  Avith  but  offered  them  at  Savannah.  I do  Avell  knoAv 
that  he  has  attended  the  sick  very  carefully  and  that  he  con- 
stantly Avent  up  to  Darien  Avhen  I Avas  here  and  suppose  he 
did  so  when  I Avas  not.  It  is  no  little  thing  to  go  in  open 
boats  in  all  Aveathers  near  tAventy  miles  and  no  small  expense 
to  hire  men  and  boats  but  these  things  Avill  appear  more  frdly 
from  the  evidence  he  has  sent  over  and  desire  you  Avould  put 
them  in  a clear  light  to  the  Tnrst,  for  though  he  is  very 
ca])able  of  doing  his  duty  as  Surgeon  he  is  very  ignorant  in 
accounts. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant 

James  OoLETHORrE, 

Mr.  Harman  Veridst.  • • 

rec'*  28  Sept.  1741. 
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GENER.AJ.  OGLETHORPE  TO  THE  TRUSTEES.* 


28  .June  1741. 


Frederica  28*^  June  1741. 


Gentlemen, 

Upon  hearing  of  an  iinfoilunate  accident  happened  at  the 
(fillip  down  at  the  South  end  of  the  Island  of  a quarrel 
between  Capt.  Desbrisay  & Capt.  Norbury,  I wrote  immedi- 
ately to  Lieut.  Col.  Cook  and  he  spoke  to  the  Major  who 
went  me  the  enclosed  letter  on  which  I wrote  to  Mrs.  Norbury, 
of  which  a Copy  is  Enclosed.  The  Magistrates  ordered 
a Jury  being  the  Coroners  IiKpiest  to  sit  upon  the  Body  who 
found  the  matter  Manslaughter.  One  who  was  upon  the 
(’orouers  Inquest,  went  down  to  Poi*t  Royal,  that  Mrs. 
Norluu*y  might  be  informed  of  the  whole,  and  I received 
answers  from  other  People  to  whom  I wrote  but  had  none 
from  Mrs.  Norbury. 

In  the  meantime  one  Court  Da^"  came  on  and  the  Magis- 
trates would  not  bring  on  the  Tryal  of  Captain  Desbrisay 
that  there  might  be  time  for  Mrs.  Norbury  to  send  up,  on 
"hich  Capt.  Desbrisay  apply ’d  to  be  Bailed  till  the  next 
C<airt  Day  And  on  the  1^‘  of  June  being  Court  Day  the 
iirand  Jury  found  a Bill  against  Capt.  Desbrisay  upon  which 
hi*  was  tried  and  found  guilty  of  Manslaughter.  Some  time 
after  his  Tryal,  Mrs.  Norl)ury  came  up  A I send  you  Copy 
• >f  lier  Letters  and  my  Answers  Enclosed.  She  refuses 
• to  bring  any  Evidence  against  any  Person  here  as  also  to 
eoinmence  any  Action  for  the  loss  of  Her  Husband  but 
M‘<*m.s  to  insist  upon  trying  Capt.  Desbrisay  again  in  another 
Countiy'.  The  Magistrates  offered  her  the  liberty  of  using 
any  Records  or  Evidence  of  the  former  Tryal  here,  and  to 
•‘Xaiiiine  any  person  or  to  coninieiiee  any  nexv  Suit  that  might 
bi*  lawfully  done,  but  she  seems  entirely  to  contemn  all 
•oithnritys  derived  from  tin'  Charter.  I believe  the  Magis- 
tiati's  will  .send  lionii*  the  full  Pn u'l'ediiigs  to  you.  All  the 
Culonys  in  America  try  Criminal  mattt*rs  finally  in  tin' 
Colony  A if  this  or  any  other  was  deprived  of  that  priviledge 
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the  oppression  of  twice  being  pnt  into  Jeopardy  of  tlu'ir 
Lives  & caiTving  Witnesses  so  far  upon  Expences  would  ha 
too  great  for  the  subject  to  suffer,  my  opinion  was  that  if  she 
thought  there  was  any  injustice  or  omission  of  Evidence 
in  the  Tryal  of  Capt.  Desbrisay  which  was  for  the  loss  of  the 
King’s  subject,  She  might  try  him  in  the  Colony  for  the  loss 
of  her  husband  and  being  upon  the  spot  might  have  the 
benefit  of  all  witnesses  without  expence,  but  I believe  she 
is  very  sensible  that  the  Try^al  was  very  full  and  seems  by  the 
removal  of  the  Tryal  only  to  intend  to  put  the  persons  she 
would  attack  to  expences  and  to  compass  some  other  end. 

As  the  President  of  removeing  Criminal  Tryals  after 
sentence  and  putting  men  twice  in  Jeopardy  of  their  lives 
would  not  only  destroy  this  Colony  but  also  be  an  injustice 
to  the  People  here  I must  desiie  you  would  have  this  matter 
well  enquired  into  and  would  desire  that  Mr.  Towers  and  the 
other  Lawyers  who  are  of  the  Trust  would  consider  of  it,  and 
whether  it  would  not  be  best  to  take  the  Attorney  Soliciter 
Generals  opinion  thereupon. 

The  Chaider  gives  power  to  the  Trustees  they  to  these 
Courts  to  try  aU  matters,  capital  or  not  capital  and  to  award 
execution  thereon. 

I am  ^ 

Gentlemen 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

James  Oglethoepe, 

The  hon''^^'  the  Trustees. 


[Indorsed] 

rec*^  28 
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GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  THE  TRUSTEES* 

29  June  1741. 

Frederica  29th  June  1741. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  TVTote  very  fully  to  the  Ministry  to  obtain  assistance 
for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  which  every  Day  I believe 
sliows  the  usefulness  of  it,  since  without  any  new  succours 
from  Europe  w’e  ravaged  Florida  and  besieged  St.  Augustine 
and  have  since  defended  ourselves  though  the  Spaniards  have 
r(‘ceived  gi-eat  reinforcements  fi*om  Cuba. 

The  Spanish  Emissarys  are  very  busy  in  stirring  up  Dis- 
contents amongst  the  People,  hence  their  principal  point  is 
Negroes,  since  as  many  slaves  as  there  are  so  many  Enemy s 
to  the  Government  and  consequently  Friends  to  the  Spaniard. 
Another  great  point  is  to  discourage  the  Planters  since  they 
think  if  planting  don’t  go  forw^ard  England  wdll  grow  tired  of 
supporting  the  Colony  and  then  of  course  the  Spaniards  wdll 
gain  their  ends. 

The  w^ay  to  overcome  all  this  is  to  persist  in  allowing  no 
Slaves,  encourage  the  importation  of  Germans  and  maiTied 
Ueemits  and  prevail  with  the  Government  to  answer  those 
lu'cessary  Expences  of  Rangers,  Sloops,  Boats  and  Fortifica- 
tions. In  spite  of  all  opposition  our  Vineyards  go  on  pros- 
perously and  Colonel  Stephens  will  give  you  a full  account  of 
the  silk  from  Savannah. 

I am 

Gentlemen 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe. 

The  hon*'*^  the  Trustees. 

\LuJorsc<I] 
rec'^  28  Sept.  1741. 
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GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  H.  VEEELST.* 

12  Nov.  1741. 

Fred^  12tli  November  1741. 
Sir, 

Several  Inhabitants  of  Frederica  Neighborhood  bemg 
forsvard  enough  in  their  lands  to  want  Mulberry  Trees  and 
able  to  preserve  them,  they  desired  of  me  that  they  might 
have  them  pursuant  to  the  promise  of  the  Trustees  and  Mr. 
Graham  haring  raised  on  his  Plantation  upon  the  Savannah 
Eiver  a large  nursery,  I bought  of  him  6,000  Trees  which 
were  dehver’d  & distributed  as  ^ enclosed.  I have  drawn 
for  the  amount  making  £25  : — which  I desire  you  would  pay 
and  apply  to  the  Tmstees  for  Eeimbursement  thereof.  Too- 
anohiri  returned  yesterday  mth  a party  of  Uchee  and  Creek 
Indians  from  incursions  against  the  Spaniards,  they  deliv- 
ered to  me  a Lieutenant  of  Spanish  Horse  and  another 
Horseman  whom  they  took  Prisoners  near  Augustine. 

I am  Ac., 

James  Oglethorpe. 

Mr.  H.  Y. 

X [Indorsed] 

^ rec.  4 Feb.  1741. 


GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  THE  TEUSTEES.t 

3 March  1741-2. 

Frederica  3d  March  1741-2. 

Gentlemen, 

Goveniour  Clark  Inith  for  some  years  past  laboured  to 
bring  about  one  of  tin*  noblest  designs  nnd  most  advantagt‘- 
ous  for  all  the  Eritisli  Settlements  on  the  C'ontinent  of  Amer- 
ica which  is  to  make  a ]n‘ace  btdween  all  the  Indians  that 
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aro  subject  or  under  tlie  Crown  of  Great  Britain  and  thereby 
pn'venting  their  destroying  and  slaughteiing  each  other  as 
tiny  now  daily  do,  besides  tlie  saving  so  many  lives  ct  making 
the  Western  part  safe,  it  enables  the  English  Indians  to  act 
with  more  vigour  & gi*eatei*  numbers  against  the  Spaniards 
or  any  Nation  at  war  with  us.  Those  men  who  other-wise 
would  be  f^i’ced  to  stay  at  home  for  their  own  Defence  will 
Ik*  enabled  to  leave  their  Towns  by  the  Peace.  T have  with 
much  difficulty  made  a Peace  between  the  Chickesaws,  Cher- 
okees  Creeks  but  the  great  work  of  making  a Peace  be- 
tween them  & the  six  Nations  remains  with  Governour  Clark 
to  do. 

If  the  Chickesaws  can  obtain  a Peace  with  the  Six  Nations 
wliich  are  called  the  back  Enemy,  They  will  be  secured 
against  the  French  otherwise  that  brave  People  will  be  over- 
laved  with  Numbers.  They  have  acquainted  me  that  the 
fear  of  the  back  Enemy  did  prevent  their  coming  dovii  this 
year  to  war  against  the  Spaniards,  AMiereas  last  year  they 
sent  down  forty,  And  if  the  Peace  is  made  with  the  Six 
Nations  they  -will  send  do-wn  every  year  200  to  war  against 
St.  Augustine. 

The  Cherokees  have  also  acquainted  me  that  they  are 
wured  fiom  the  back  Enemy  who  lately  killed  their  Em- 
}H‘rour  Moy  Foy.  They  will  be  able  to  furnish  2,000  men  in 
case  we  should  have  occasion  for  them. 

T shall  say*  no  more  to  you  on  this  head  since  Governour 
Cla  \ in  his  letter  speaks  so  fully  upon  it.  His  Pieasons  are 
HO  fu/  and  strong  that  I can  add  nothmg  to  the  works  of  his 
excellent  pen  therefore  send. you  the  Copy  of  his. 

As  this  Treaty  is  of  greater  consequence  to  Georgia  than 
to  any  other  Colony,  I drew'  for  TlOO  sterling  upon  Mr. 
\ t'relst  tow'ards  defixiying  the  charge  hereof,  which  I hope 
you  will  reimburse. 

We  still  keep  our  ground  and  our  Indians  continually  make 
Tnc’.fsions  up  to  tlie  Walls  of  St.  Augustine. 

t )n  1st  Feb’'-'  a Spanish  Privateer  Sloop  which  was  sent  bv 
tin*  Governour  of  St.  Augustine  to  Guarica  on  Hispaniola  for 
l‘>‘oisions,  arrived  loa(h*d  with  \\'ine,  C'lothing,  Flour  Ac.  oil 
tlie  bar  of  Augustine.  The  half  Galleys  with  200  men  went 
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out  to  convoy  her  in,  but  the  weather  blowing  fresh,  they 
went  back  again  carried  on  shore  to  the  Govemour  the 
Chief  Merchants  & the  letters  & left  the  Sloop  ttca  Pilot  to 
wait  for  and  come  in  with  the  Flood.  The  Governoiir  being 
extremely  rejoiced  at  the  arrival  of  this  succour,  ordered  the 
Cannon  round  the  works  to  be  fired  and  bonfires  to  be  made 
and  sent  out  a party  of  Indians  to  get  wood  f(;r  the  same. 
A Detachment  of  our  Savannah  Indians  fell  Upon  the  Wood 
cutters  killed  some  and  took  five  'Prisoners  whom  they 
brought  in  here  and  so  took  away  the  Bonfire  which  the 
Spaniards  might  the  better  spare  since  at  the  same  time  our 
St.  PhiUip  Guard  Sloop  came  up  with  the  Spanish  Sloop 
before  the  tide  of  Flood  was  full  made  who  took  her  and 
brought  her  in  here. 

I am. 

Gentlemen 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe. 


The  Ilon'"^^  the  Trustees. 

[Indorsed] 
rec^  23  July  1742. 


GENERAL  OGLETHOIIPE  TO  THE  TRUSTEES.^ 

28  May  1742. 

Frederica  in  Georgia 
28th  May  1742. 

Gentt.emen, 

The  mutinous  temper  at  Savannah  now  shows  itself  to  be 
fouuTit^'d  by  tlie  SpiLiiianls  and  that  the  destructiuii  of  that 
j)lace  was  ]>ut  part  of  tlieir  scheme  for  raising  a general  dis- 
turbanctj  througli  all  North  America.  Their  C'orrespondeiiee 
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with  the  Negroes  too  fatally  manifested  itseK  in  the  fires  at 
Now  York  and  Charles  Town  and  the  insurrection  of  the 
Ncgi’oes  in  Carolina  when  Mr.  Bathurst  and  above  twenty 
white  people  and  forty  Negi-oes  were  killed.  The  vigilance 
of  the  government  of  Yirginia,  New  Y^ork,  New  England  *tca. 
hath  prevented  farther  consequence  and  we  have  lock’d  them 
80  up  in  Augustine  that  they  could  not  favour  their  Bartizans 
in  those  different  Colonys.  They  found  three  insuperable 
obstacles  in  their  way  in  driving  out  the  English  from  this 
Colony,  1st  The  People  being  white  and  Prostestants  and  no 
Negroes  were  naturally  attached  to  the  Government.  2ndly 
The  Lands  being  of  inheritance,  as  men  could  not  sell  they 
w’ould  not  leave  the  Country"  so  easily  as  new  Commers  would 
do,  who  could  sell  their  Emprovements.  3rd  Distilled  Liquors 
were  prohibited  which  made  the  place  healthy.  Their  Parii- 
ziuis  laboured  to  get  those  who  perhaps  intended  no  ill  to 
bring  about  what  they  desired^  1st  To  obtain  Negioes  being 
secure  that  Slaves  would  be  either  Kecruits  to  an  Enemy  or 
Plunder  for  them.  2dly  Land  alienable  which  would  bring 
in  the  stock  jobbing  temper,  the  Derill  take  the  Hindmost. 
3d  Free  importation  of  rum  and  spirits  which  would  destroy 
the  Troops  and  labouring  people  here  as  it  hath  done  the 
Army  m Jamaica  and  Cuba  and  would  give  a reputation  of 
unhealthiness  to  the  Province.  To  bring  this  to  bare  no 
money  was  spared  you  have  had  a constant  history  of  the 
effects  of  their  bribery  from  Savannah,  when  they  found  all 
their  cunning  of  no  Effect.  They  show’d  their  last  effort  of 
imi)otant  rage  against  the  rest  of  the  Tnistees  by  scolding  A 
raising  virilent  and  malicious  lies  which  they  even  ventured 
to  print.  Every  faithful  and  honest  Magistrate  they  were 
for  destroying.  Mr.  Jones  gave  me  an  accorint  of  a design 
against  him  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed.  I sent  to  Col. 
Stephens  A ordered  such  assistance  to  be  given  him  as  he 
should  have  occasion  for,  of  which  you  will  see  the  good 
effects  by  the  enclosed.  I believe  this  will  be  the  Spanish 
hictinns  last  effort  at  Savannah  for  the  new  orders  to  th(‘  Mtai 
< J War  to  act  with  vigour  against  the  Spaniards  ainl  to  come 
to  mo  for  advice  has  given  a great  turn  to  t'Very  thing.  Now 
the  Spaniards  private  Emissarys  are  striving  to  make  the 
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people  of  Carolina  quarrel  TV'itli  the  Indians  and  I must  now 
laboui’  to  prevent  the  effects  of  their  indiscreations.  In  a 
few  days  Capt.  Dunbar  will  proceed  for  England  with  tlu' 
Spanish  prize  he  took  & I shall  send  on  board  the  Invalids 
of  the  Regiments  a Spanish  Lieutenant  & some  of  their 
Officers  taken  prisoners  by  me.  We  have  had  a crop  of 
wheat  of  about  sixty  bushels  on  the  fai*m  in  this  Island.  The 
Vines  grow  prodigiously.  We  hope  for  a gi^eat  crop  of  Indian 
com  upon  the  Island.  The  Soldiers  hold  the  spade  in  one 
hand  and  the  sword  in  the  other  and  both  successfully  for 
since  we  destroyed  seven  Spanish  Forts  in  Florida  in  the 
Campaign  against  Augustine,  we  have  held  them  into  this 
very  hour  so  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  rebuild  any  one 
of  them. 

The  Darien  Settlement  florishes  exceedingly  so  does  the 
Town  of  Ebenezer.  I shall  send  Capt.  Dunbar  a return 
of  the  improvements  in  the  Southern  part  of  this  Prorince 
which  are  really  wonderfull  considering  the  situation  and 
opposition.  * • 

I am, 

Gentlemen 

Your  most  obed^ 

humble  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe. 

The  Hon’*’"'  the  Trustees. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  THE  TRUSTEES.* 

5 August  1742. 

Duplicate. 

GENTLE^fEN, 

liiuutuiiant  Siitla'iland  wlioin  I send  t‘X])vess  will  give  vou 
an  ac»‘ount  of  the  wonderfull  nianiun’  (4od  has  been  phs-ised 
to  defeat  the  Spaniards  in  tlu'ir  insasion  of  this  Colony.  I 
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ri‘fer  you  for  particulars  to  his  account  and  must  desire  you 
to  grant  to  him  500  Acres  of  Land  which  I have  ordered  to 
Ir"  set  out  about  16  miles  fi-om  Daiien  also  500  Acres  for 
Lieut.  Charles  Mackay  who  assisted  in  the  defeat  of  the 
Spaniards  in' the  Granadeer  Savannah.  > , < * 

I am,  •'  - ■•-.-.r.  ,...r 

'Gentlemen  ’ i 

•1  1 f ' Your  most  obedient 
' > r ' : ; . > humble  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe. 
Fred^  in  Georgia  * ' -r  *'  ■ . ■. 

5th  August  1742.  . , i . 

The  Hon^*^  the  Trustees.  ' . 

[I?idor,9e(71  ‘ ' ^ 

V rec^  24  April  1743.  - ■ . « 


GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  NEW- 
CASTLE.* 

24  Nov.  1742. 


Frederica  24^’*  Nov**  1742. 

My  Lord, 

A matter  of  importance  coming  now  to  my  knowledge  and 
having  this  opportunity  of  sending  by  New  York  to  England 
I could  not  omit  acquainting  Y"our  Grace  that  a Party  of  our 
Itangers  having  been  smiuised  and  most  of  tliem  killed  by 
the  Y'amassee  who  are  Spanish  Indians  they  burnt  Mount 
^cT)tn^e  and  th(‘rel)y  opened  a passage  into  the  U])per 
^••ttlniu'nts  t>f  (b'orgia  over  the  North  Lraiieh  of  the  Alata- 
maha  Eiver.  I shall  strive  to  builtl  a stronger  place  at  that 
passage  l»ut  it  is  not  only  this  matter  and  the  conse(piences 
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of  it  that  makes  me  trouble  your  Grace  but  that  of  one 
of  our  lucbans  taken  by  the  Spanish  Indians  at  that  place 
escaped  from  them  after  they  had  held  liim  some  days  on 
their  return  towards  Augustine ; they  told  him  that  since  the 
last  invasion  and  repulse  here  the  Spaniards  had  received 
frequent  succours  of  men  by  sea  at  Augustine,  that  they  had 
lost  a great  many  men  in  their  last  attempt  which  they  were 
resolvec^to  revenge  and  that  they  expected  the  French  would 
attack  along  the  Eiver  Savannah  and  the  Spaniards  would 
take  this  Place. 

I shall  do  all  I can  to  baulk  their  Expectations  but  the 
condition  we  are  in  is  such  that  I hope  Your  Grace  will 
excuse  my  so  frequently  troubling  you  with  our  necessitys 
and  my  demands. 

It  was  with  much  difficulty  and  not  without  the  apparent 
hand  of  God  that  we  made  head  the  last  time  against  a vastly 
superior  force  and  that  with  a few  Cannon,  doubtless  they 
are  stronger  and  wdll  take  better  measures.  We  have  no 
addition  and  the  Men  of  War  have  refused  to  stay  in  this 
Port. 

I know  it  is  near  the  Enemy  but  am  perswaded  the  declin- 
ing of  danger  can  never  be  their  reason  for  choosing  a more 
distant  port,  howsoever  as  they  are  not  here  I have  been 
obliged  to  keep  the  same  Twenty  Gun  Merchant  ship  that 
did  fight  the  last  time  for  the  defence  of  the  Harbour. 

I am  forced  to  be  at  very  considerable  Expences  but  the 
sparing  of  them  would  be  very  ill  Oeconomy  since  it  would 
probaldy  be  the  loss  of  the  Country. 

Permit  me  to  acquaint  Your  Grace  that  if  this  Province 
is  conquered  by  the  Spaniards  the  Negroes  in  the  next  will 
probably  join  with  the  Enemy  A God  alone  can  tell  how  far 
alone  their  success  may  extend.  This  I can  say  that  the 
knowing  what  a terrible  consequence  the  loss  of  this  place 
would  be  has  made  me  expend  my  foi-tune  and  expose  my 
person  much  more  than  by  the  strictest  rules  of  duty  I should 
have  been  ol)liged  to  do. 

I hope  Your  Grace  will  apply  to  His  Majesty  that  this 
Frontier  mav  be  supported  or  that  I may  not  be  blamed 
if  I dye  in  an  unsucc(‘ssful  dtd'ence  of  it  for  the  being  kilhal 
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in  one’s  duty  is  all  that  the  bravest  man  or  best  officer  that 
wants  the  necessary  means  of  war  can  do. 

I am 

My  Lord 

Your  Grace’s  most  devoted 

and  obedient  humble  Serv^ 

James  Oglethorpe. 

His  Grace  '• 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

{^Indorsed^  > 

rec*^  Janry  5^*^- 


GENEK^y;.  OGLETHOEPE  TO  ANDEEW  STONE.* 

24  Nov.  1742. 

, Frederica  24*^^  Nov""  1742. 
Sir, 

The  Friendship  you  have  shewn  towards  me  on  all  occa- 
sions makes  me  give  you  this  trouble  tho’  I am  perswaded 
you  will  not  think  it  such  since  it  is  upon  a point  of  great 
ser\ice  to  the  publick.  • 

You  have  ah'eady  had  an  account  that  we  defeated  the  last 
Spanish  Invasion  beyond  all  expectation.  At  Charles  Town 
they  were  so  stupid  (not  to  say  worse)  that  they  prevented 
the  Men  of  War  from  coming  hither  tho’  I gave  them  very 
near  a month’s  notice.  If  there  had  been  but  one  twenty 
gun  ship  besides  a Merchant  Ship  of  twenty  Gims  which  was 
la*re  and  our  Guard  Sloops  they  would  have  laait  them  at  tlie 
Entry  of  the  Harboiu*  and  have  saved  the  loss  there  which 
amounted  to  at  least  20,000  £. 

We  did  beat  them  at  land  but  did  not  persue  them  so  that 
they  are  now  capable  of  undertaking  a second  Expedition, 
I have  given  notice  of  it  to  the  Men  of  War  but  can  get  none 


* P.  R.  0.  Am.  i W,  lud.  vol.  '15,  p.  50. 
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to  stay  here  and  unless  I should  punn  I can’t  say  we  have 
any  Balls  to  entertain  them  with. 

The  Detachment  from  Jamaica  is  returned  from  Charle.^ 
Town  without  ever  coming  here. 

We  have  reason  to  expect  an  Invasion  both  from  Frenc-li 

Spaniards  who  if  they  succeed  here  instead  to  push  their 
Conquest  as  far  as  Vii-ginia  and  I fear  if  this  is  destroyed 
they  may  have  too  much  reason  to  hope  for  success  all  North 
& South  Carolina  being  full  of  provisions  and  above  ten 
slaves  to  one  white  man  besides  a very  busy  Spanish  Faction 
stirring  at  Carolina. 

I must  desire  the  favour  of  you  to  put  my  Lord  Duke  in 
mind  of  obtaining  His  Majesty’s  further  orders  to  me  what 
I am  to  do  on  these  new  Emergencies  whither  I am  to  take 
the  Artillery  at  Charles  Town  whither  the  men  of  W ar  are 
to  assist  according  to  my  directions  whither  I am  pursiiaiit 
to  His  Majesty’s  former  Orders  to  continue  to  defend  His 
Dominions  as  far  as  the  Bounds  by  the  ChaHer  of  King 
Charles  the  Second  and  to  continue  hiring  of  the  Indians 
Rangers  and  Boatmen  and  in  keeping  the  Magazines  full 
of  - Provisions  whither  I am  to  finish  the  necessary  fortifica- 
tions and  orders  if  I am  not  to  act  in  this  manner  what  I am 
to  do  Muth  a single  Regiment  without  ProHsions  Fortifica- 
tions Cannon  Indians  or  Horse  in  the  neighborhood  of  a 
powerfull  Enemy  furnished  with  all. 

Pardon  me  for  troubling  you  Avith  a repetition  desiring  yon 
to  put  my  Lord  Duke  fre(iuently  in  mind  of  laying  tht‘S(' 
matters  before  His  Majesty  so  as  to  obtain  some  answer  for 
my  remaining  in  uncertainty  may  not  only  prove  fatal  to 
myself  but  very  probably  the  consequence  of  it  may  be  the 
loss  of  two  or  three  Provinces. 

I am 
Sir 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant. 

James  Oglethokpe, 

By  tliis  occasion  I send  a 
letter  reflating  to  the  same 
to  His  Grace. 
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*Viiilrew  Stone 

[Indorsed] 
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GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  DUKE  OF  NEAYCAS- 

TLE.* 

23  January  1743-3.  ' ‘ ' 

, Frederica  22*^  Jan’'^  1712-3. 

My  Lord, 

This  goes  by  Capt.  Dunbar  with  the  Prize  Sloop  taken  by 
him  which  I formerly  mentioned  to  your  Grace.  I retained 
her  here  to  help  to  make  the  defence  against  the  Spaniards, 
I send  him  to  surrender  her  to  His  Majestys  Orders. 

AVhen  I fitted  out  Privateers  at  His  Majestys  expence 
I agi'eed  and  gave  in  orders  that  the  Officers  and  Men  both 
Sailers  and  Soldiers  should  have  the  half  of  every  Prize  for 
tlieir  encouragement  and  His  Majesty  the  other  half  towards 
defraying  the  expence  of  fitting  them  out  whereby  if  we  had 
MK-eess  a fund  would  arise  for  the  increasing  Privateers  for 
guarding  this  Coast  and  annoying  the  Spaniards  and  this 
is  the  more  necessary  since  it  a])pears  by  experience  that  the 
slioals  on  this  coast  are  such  as  renders  it  very  difficult  for 
the  Men  of  War  to  prevent  suppljs  fi'om  arriring  at  St. 
Augustine  or  Privateers  from  coming  out  thence. 

Give  me  leave  to  desire  A"our  Grace  to  recommend  to  His 
Majesty  the  giving  to  the  Captors  in  the  case  of  this  present 
piize  the  Moiety  which  is  reserved  to  His  iMajesty  A I must 
tiie  sooner  desire  Y^our  Grace’s  favour  u])on  this  occasion  by 
reason  that  most  of  the  Captors  have  beliaved  extremely  well 
in  the  d('fence  of  the  Country  And  if  His  Majesty  would 
•"*  graciously  ph'ast'd  to  order  me  to  have  this  Prize  Sloop 
D paired  and  continued  in  service  she  will  be  of  gi*eat  use 


* l’.  U.  0.  .Uu.  iV  \v.  Lid.  vol.  Ji,  Cl. 


F " ,v  ■ ■ ■ ■ ,r;’  ■ 
V < . i'  iy,a;t 

: 'r.-  t 


: .•■■ih,.  ,,  - V. 

' ir  ' ' ■ ; 'if'  a'  a ' a-n  ^4.  '■  vJ 

■ 'M  > '\  a:  ■■  ! -vi;’''!.  ■■(’  -;■?  I ir*j;  /; 
‘ ■ 'a  a , a.  \ ■'  /.  » 

'V:  n>'  ^ aa  :a(.;  j.ar'>‘. 

• •■•  ••  5 - ■'/"  li-.u. :[,>:■  ivt'U  •».\'h‘j 

'•'■•■  ' ' ' ti.'i'  ih  i'-jlti 

la  Jr';  'M1  t;„  -'a  ’Ta'-'^frF'l 

" 1;,  V J1  ■ 

; ^ -1',;  lin;  m;  r..-  . : 


128 


LETTERS  FROM  GENERAL  OGLETHORFE. 


Give  me  leave  to  recommend  to  Your  Grace’s  protection 
Capt.  Dunbar  who  has  been  with  me  from  the  beginniri^ 
of  the  setting  this  Colony  and  distinguished  himself  upon 
many  occasions  in  His  Majestys  service.  I send  him  homo 
to  solicit  the  necessary  assistance. 

I am 

My  Lord 

Your  Grace’s  most  obedient' 

and  most  devoted  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe. 

His  Grace 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

[//ir/o/’.sefZ]  . 

. rec*^  April  24^^- 

. (by  Capt.  Dunbar.) 


GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  DUKE  OF  NE\YCAS- 

TLE.* 

22  January  1742-3. 

Frederica  22'^  Jan''^  1742. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Grace  will  receive  with  this  a short  account  of  the 
Proceedings  here  with  Copys  of  the  Letters  and  other  Papei*s 
proving  the  Facts  and  thereby  Your  Grace  will  find  the  ill 
Consequences  that  attended  Lieut.  Gov.  Bull  and  the  Capt. 
of  the  Men  of  War’s  neglecting  the  advices  I sent  them. 

It  was  by  the  great  Blessing  of  God  that  we  defeated  tlu‘ 
Enemy  they  liad  all  Preparations  numbers  and  time  sufticieiit 
to  have  destroyed  us  and  had  I been  as  mcredulous  and  a> 
unprepared  they  had  in  all  human  probability  not  only  con- 
quered Georgia  but  both  Carolinas  for  the  Negroes  wo.uKl 
have  certainly  revolted  and  if  the  Spaniards  had  defeated  us 
they  had  nothing  but  what  would  have  run  from  them. 


■*  p.  R.  O.  Am.  & W.  I.ml,  vol.  25,  p.  t)5. 
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I would  not  trouble  Your  Grace  Muth  these  Reflexions  were 
uot  it  necessary  to  prevent  future  ill  Consequences  by  dear 
IwMij'lit  expeneiice  I have  all  along  mentioned  how  unable 
Men  of  War  from  Charles  Tovti  were  to  come  to  our  assist- 
ance and  the  event  has  proved  the  truth  of  that  as  well  as 
of  the  Spaniards  Preparations. 

I hope  this  good  use  may  be  made  of  a bad  accident  that 
it  may  give  weight  to  the  representations  of  those  who  are 
near  danger  and  who  can  cei-tainly  perceive  the  danger  and 
take  the  measures  necessary  for  defence  sooner  than  those  at 
a distance  can. 

His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  power  his  favours  on  me 
far  above  my  Deserts  or  capacity  yet  let  me  be  never  so  per- 
sonally inconsiderable  I should  be  wanting  in  my  duty  if  I did 
not  maintain  the  character  of  General  of  his  forces  in  two 
frontier  Provinces  since  he  has  honored  me  with  it. 

It  is  the  duty  of  that  Office  and  my  standing  orders  to 
defend  the  Provinces  I saw  the  danger  every  day  more 
certain  and  too  near  to  receive  support  or  orders  fr'om 
England  on  such  an  Emergency  therefore  as  in  duty  bound 
made  aU  the  Preparations  I could,  these  occasioned  expence 
and  that  expence  was  crovuied  with  success  and  I di*ew  for 
sums  towards  defr-aGiig  it,  had  I done  otherwise  and  for  want 
of  these  necessary  assistances  of  Indians,  Yessels,  Rangers, 
Provisions,  ctca.  and  had  lost  these  Provinces  I should  have 
dt'served  to  have  answered  it  with  my  life. 

As  I had  early  intelligence  of  the  Spanish  designed  Inva- 
si<>n  I beg  leave  to  acquaint  Your  Grace  that  the  Past  is  only 
a Prelude  of  a second  Invasion  fr’oni  the  Spaniards  wliich 
i-s  to  be  supported  by  the  French. 

I must  again  soUicit  Your  Grace  to  lay  before  His  Majesty 
the  danger(3us  scituation  of  these  Provinces  and  to  move  His 
Majesty  that  a second  Battalion  may  be  added  to  the  Ih^gi- 
ia*‘iit  the  manner  of  raising  which  with  the  greatest  (economy 
t’aptain  Dunbar  can  more  fully  ex]>lain. 

.Vbsolute  nec(*ssity  obligt^s  me  to  la'juait  to  Your  Gi’act*  that 
the  many  exptmces  for  the  extraordinarys  of  the  War  are  so 
neeessary  to  bt‘  satistiod  that  these  Provinces  cannot  be  sup- 
i"trted  without  them. 
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Permit  me  to  refer  Your  Grace  to  the  enclosed  Letters  for 
furtlier  particulars. 

I am, 

Mj  Lord, 

Y"our  Grace’s  most  obedient 

and  most  devoted  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe. 

P.  S.  It  is  from  all  Quarters 
confirmed  that  the  French  and 
Spaniards  are  preparing  to 
invade  us. 

His  Grace 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  &c. 

■ - [liulorfied] 

rec'^  April 
(by  Capt.  Dunbar.) 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  LT.  GOY.  BULL.^ 

8 June  1742. 

[In  Gen.  Oglethorpe’s  of  Jaifi^'  22^^  1742-3. J 

Frederica  in  Georgia 
8 June  1742. 
Sir, 

I send  you  enclosed  Capt.  Hamer’s  account  of  the  action 
he  had  with  the  convoy  and  some  of  tlie  Trans])orts  that 
brought  the  succours  into  St.  Augustine.  Our  (iiiard 
Schooner  is  on  tht‘  Spanish  Coast  A will  probably  bring  iis 
back  some  intt'lligence.  T have  sent  the  Faulcon  Cbiaid 
Sloop  to  the  Southward.  T \\  ill  also  scud  out  the  Sloop  St. 
Phillip  to  watch  tlu'ii’  Motions  as  soon  as  I can  get  gnus, 
having  lost  several  in  a storm  which  disabhal  her  from  going 

* P.  K.  O.  .\ui.  \ W.  Iiiil.  vul.  ‘J."),  p.  (17. 


,v-;7  ,,  Wi:lTT.:U  - 

r’i'i7«'7  i'ii  tlii)'*"' 

V j'f v;(|  j-. 


•;  i 


i 


LEITERS  FROM  GENERAL  OGLETHORPE. 


131 


in  uiitill  the  iirrivall  of  those  Guns  which  I ordered  Mr. 
>fa\well  to  buy. 

You  would  be  iu  the  ri^lit  to  have  the  Militia  immediately 
reviewed  and  ready  for  service.  I expect  the  Spaniards  will 
attack  us  and  if  they  do,  doubt  not  to  give  them  a warm 
reception  and  make  them  sick  of  it,  but  if  they  should  get 
the  better  of  us,  they  will  immediately  follow  their  advantage 
and  you  may  expect  a visit  and  its  possible  they*  may  excite 
an  insurrection  amongst  the  Negroes.  I expect  you  should 
M*nd  to  Fort  Frederick  what  is  necessary  for  the  defence 

that  Place  of  which  I send  you  an  Estimate  and  one  to 
the  Assembly  to  be  laid  before  them.  If  there’s  any  trilling 
in  this  and  an  accident  thereupon  should  happen.  You  may 
<lepend  on  it  you  are  answeral)le  for  it.  I have  often  given 
notice  how  the  Place  Avas  neglected.  Some  of  the  men  in  the 
(iaiTison  were  countenanced  in  their  desertion  A harboured 
l)y  some  ill  designed  People.  I therefore  desire  you  would 
jMiblish  a Proclamation  for  the  apprehending  of  them  setting 
forth  the  Consequences  upon  those  who  receive  them.  These 
men  have  been  four  years  in  the  Regiment  and  never  at- 
tempted to  desert  till  in  Garrison  in  the  Province  of  Carohna. 
If  encouragement  be  given  them  and  no  notice  taken  of 
1 >«*scrters  there,  it  will  be  the  worse  Consequence  not  only  to 
the  King’s  Service  but  the  Defence  of  the  Province  itseK. 

I am  Sir 

Y'ours 


general  OGLETHORPE  TO  THE  COMM.YNDER 
OF  H.  M.  SHIPS  AT  CHARLES  TOWN.* 

18  .Tcnk  174-L 

I 111  General  Oglethorpe’s  of  Jan''^  2‘2d  1742-3.] 

' "I'll-  Fkelkkk'a  Isth  .bine  1742. 

Siij, 

Giir  (biard  Schooner  is  just  returned  from  otV  the  Parr  of 

* r.  K.  O.  Aia.  \ W.  IikI.  vwl.  p.  i',H. 
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St.  Auppistiiie.  Tlie  Officers  report  that  they  saw  nine  sail 
at  Anchor  without  the  BaiT  but  night  coming  on  preventtnl 
their  discovering  them  more  exactly  but  the  next  day  they 
stood  in  again  close  and  discovered  six  sail  more  making  in 
all  fifteen  sail  of  which  two  seemed  twenty  Gmi  ships  one 
large  Sloop  and  the  rest  large  Sloops  and  Schooners,  tin* 
large  Sloop  and  Schooner  chased  her  and  one  of  the  shi])s 
shewed  her  fore  Topsail.  Then-  schooner  outsailing  their 
sloop  ours  lay  l)y  for  her  upon  which  she  tacked  and  stood 
back,  the  AVeather  came  on  hazy  and  our  Schooner  ciTiized 
along  shore  and  at  the  mouth  of  St.  John’s  Iliver  discoven'd 
a Spanish  How  Galley  who  iim  in  and  was  soon  out  of  sight. 
I must  desire  the  assistance  of  His  Majesty’s  ships  in  such 
manner  as  you  shall  think  fit.  If  I was  to  advise  it  would 
be  best  to  have  some  Men  of  War  in  tliis  port  or  cniizing  to 
the  southward  of  us  when  we  may  assist  each  other  whereas 
at  present  the  Spaniards  will  engage  us  singly.  I desire  you 
would  acquaint  Governour  Bull  with  the  news  having  not 
time  to  write  at  leiiglh  we  ceidainly  shall  have  a visit.  I 
must  desire  the  favour  of  your  assistance  and  give  counten- 
ance to  the  officers.  I have  sent  up  to  get  men  <fe  guns  cic. 
for  His  Majesty’s  service. 

P.  S.  The  Bearer  Jas.  Howell  under- 
stands the  Pilotage  of  this  Port.  I send 
him  ’for  that  reason  to  wait  upon 
you  that  if  the  Men  of  War  come 
this  way  and  have  occasion  he  may 
bring  them  in.  I can  jom  them  if 
they  come  down  with  a Sloop  of 
ten  and  a Schooner  of  II  Guns. 

General  Oglethorpe  to  tlui  Comniander  of  His  Majesty’s 
Ships  at  Charles  Town, 
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GENERAL  OGLETHORPE’S  ACCOUNT  OF  THE 
SPANISH  INVASION  OF  GEORGIA  ct  REQUEST 
OF  TROOPS,  ARTILLERY  Aca.^ 

[In  General  Oglethoi'|ie’s  of  January  22cl  1742-8,] 

Frederica  IN  Georgia 
30th  July  1742. 

The  Spanish  Invasion  which  has  a long  time  threatened 
the  Colony  Carolina  and  all  North  America  has  at  last  fallen 
upon  us  A God  hath  been  our  deliverance.  General  Horca- 
silas  Goveimour  of  the  Havaimah  ordered  those  Troops  who 
had  been  employed  against  General  Wentworth  to  imbark 
with  Aidillery  and  every  thing  necessary  upon  a secret  expe- 
dition. They  sailed  with  a gi-eat  Fleet  amongst  them  were 
two  half  Galleys  carrying  120  men  each  an  18  pound  Gun. 
They  drew  but  hve  feet  w'ater  which  satisfied  me  they  w*ere 
for  this  place.  By  good  gTeat  Fortune  one  of  the  haK  Galleys 
was  wrecked  coming  out.  The  Fleet  sailed  for  St.  Augustine 
in  Florida.  Capt.  Hamer  the  latter  end  of  May  called  here 
for  InteUigence.  I acquainted  him  that  the  Succours  w*ere 
expected  and  sent  him  a Spanish  Pilot  to  shew'  him  where  to 
meet  with  them.  He  met  with  ten  sail  wiiicli  had  been 
divided  from  the  Fleet  by  storm  but  having  lost  18  men  in 
action  against  them  instead  of  coming  here  for  the  defence 
of  tliis  Place  he  stood  again  for  Charles  Town  to  repair  and 
I having  certain  advices  of  the  arrival  of  the  Spanish  Fleet 
at  Augustine  wrote  to  the  Commander  of  His  Majesty’s  Ships 
at  Charles  Town  to  come  to  our  assistance. 

I sent  Lieut.  Maxwell  wiio  arrived  there  and  dehvered  the 
letters  the  12th  of  June  and  afterwards  Lieut.  Mackav  w lio 
anived  and  delivered  letters  on  the  20th  of  June. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Cook  who  was  then  at  Charles  Town  and 
was  Engineer  hastened  to  England  and  his  son-in-law  Ensign 
Evitf  Sub-Engineer  was  also  bi  Charles  Town  and  did  not 
anive  here  till  the  Action  wais  over  so  for  want  of  lielp  I 
mvs(4f  was  obliged  to  do  the  duty  of  Engineer. 
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The  Havannah  Fleet  being  joined  by  that  of  Florida  com- 
posed 51  sail  with  land  men  on  board  a List  of  whom  is 
annexed  they  were  separated  and  I receiyed  adyice  fi-om 
Capt.  Dimbar  (wiio  lay  at  Fort  William  with  the  Guaril 
Schooner  of  14  Guns  and  ninety  men)  that  a S])anish  Fleet 
of  14  sail  had  attempted  to  come  in  there  but  being  drove 
out  by  the  Cannon  of  the  Fort  and  Schooner  they  came  in 
at  Cumberland  Sound.  I sent  oyer  Capt.  Horton  to  land 
the  Indians  and  Troops  on  Cumberland.  I folhnved  myself 
and  w'as  attacked  in  the  Sound  l)ut  with  two  Boats  fought 
mj  way  through.  Lieut.  Tolson  wiio  Avas  to  haye  suppoiied 
me  with  the  third  and  strongest  boat  quitted  me  in  the  liglit 
and  run  into  a Ei\^er  Avhere  he  hid  himself  till  next  day  Avhen 
he  returned  to  St.  Simon’s  Avith  an  account  that  I wuis  lost 
but  soon  after  found.  I Avas  arriyed  there  before  him  for 
•w'hich  misbehayiour  I put  him  in  arrest  and  ordered  him  to 
be  tryed.  The  Enemy  in  this  action  suffered  so  much  that 
the  day  after  they  ran  out  to  sea  and  returned  for  St.  Augus- 
tine and  did  not  join  their  gTeat  Fleet  till  after  their  Grena- 
diers w'ere  beat  by  Land. 

I drew  the  Garrison  from  St.  AndreAvs  reinforced  F(ul 
William  and  returned  to  St.  Simons  Avith  the  Schooner.  . 

Another  Spanish  Fleet  ap})eai’ed  the  28th  off'  the  Barr  by 
God’s  bh'ssing  upon  seyeral  measures  taken  I delayed  tlu*ir 
coming  in  ’till  the  5th  of  July.  I raised  another  Troop  of 
Hangers  Avhich  Avitli  the  other  were  of  great  seryice. 

I took  Captain  Thomson's  Shi})  into  the  Service  for  defenc*' 
of  the  Harbour.  I imbargoe’d  all  the  Vessells  taking  their 
men  for  the  service  and  gaA^e  large  Gifts  and  promis(‘s  to  the 
Indians  so  that  CAery  day  we  increased  in  numbers.  I gave 
large  rewards  to  meiiAA'lio  distinguished  themseh'es  u|)on  any 
service,  freed  the  Sej-vants,  brought  doAvn  the  Highland  (’om- 
})any  and  Com})any  of  Boatmen,  tilled  u})  as  far  as  Ave  had 
Guns.  All  tile  Vessels  being  thus  })r(*})ared  on  tin'  5th  of 
July  Avith  a leading  Gale  and  Spring  Tide'  3d  Sail  of  S})ani^h 
Vessels  run  into  the  Harbour  in  liiu*  of  Battle. 

We  (.’annonaihal  them  very  hotly  from  the  Ship])ing  A' 
Batterys.  Tlu'V  t)\ice  attein])t(al  to  board  Ca|)t.  3’lioniS()ii 
but  Avert'  re}»ids«Hh  Tht'V  also  atttaiqttetl  to  board  tht‘ 


Mkm0  ,i|>.  ^0i-s0fi 


^ ^ ma^  «A  ilQil  im  ' 

^jSr  ,^‘vS«#l|l«>«iJi  ■^•]iN»t9«»t#.'.|w»'  .V  f |^i|''|€"', 

^|M»ai^^gi|,.4t«^  <ii^.4wiMB.<*fNW  ™' 


' ‘Vfti*ffY^i ''  r'  ' '' 


, j'WP* 

»|a«^ 

p jiaow'  ft  ,i|H| 


Kililw'vt*.''' 

IIP 


LETTT:nS  EROM  GENERAL  OGLETHORRE. 


135 


SflHXRier  l)ut  were  repulsed  l>v  Capt.  Dunbar  with  a Detacli- 
iiieiit  of  the  Regiment  on  board. 

I was  with  the  Indians  Rangers  and  Battery’s  and  some- 
times on  board  the  ship  and  left  Major  Heron  with  the  Regi- 
ment. 

It  being  impossible  for  me  to  do  my  duty  as  General  and 
1>(‘  eoiistantly  Avith  the  Regiment  therefore  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  tor  His  Majesty's  service  to  have  a 'Lieut.  Colonel 
present  which  I was  fully  convinced  of  by  this  day’s  experi- 
ence. I therefore  a})pointed  Major  Heron  to  be  Lient. 
(‘olonel  and  hope  that  Your  Grace  A\dll  move  His  Majesty  to 
be  pleased  to  appriAve  the  same. 

The  Spaniards  after  an  obstinate  Engagement  of  four  hours 
in  which  they  lost  abundance  of  men  passed  all  our  Batterys 
and  Shipping  and  got  out  of  shot  of  them  toAvards  Frederica. 
Our  Guard  Sloop  Avas  disal)led  and  sunk  one  of  our  Batterys 
blown  up  and  als(A  some  of  our  Men  on  board  Capt.  Thomson 
upon  AA'hich  I called  a Council  of  War  at  the  head  of  the 
Regiment  A\diere  it  Avas  unanimously  resolved  to  march  to 
Frederica  to  get  there  before  the  Enemy  and  defend  that 
Place.  To  destroy  all  the  Provisions,  Vessells,  Artillery  Ac. 
at  St.  Simon’s  that  they  might  not  fall  into  the  Enemy’s 
Ijands. 

This  was  accordingly  executed  having  first  draAvn  all  the 
Men  on  slnuir  Avhich  before  had  defended  the  shipping.  I 
myself  staid  till  the  last  and  the  Avind  coming  fortunately 
about  I got  Capt.  Thompson’s  Ship  our  Guard  Schooner  and 
our  Prize  Sloop  to  sea  and  sent  them  to  Charles  Toaaui.  This 
I did  in  the  face  and  spite  of  thirty  six  sail  of  the  Enemy  as 
for  the  rest  of  the  Vessells  I could  not  save  them  therefore 
was  obliged  to  destroy  them. 

T must  recomend  to  His  Majesty  the  ^Merchants  Avho  are 
''Ullortu's  thereby  since  their  loss  Avas  in  great  measure  the 
pivserving  the  Province. 

arrived  at  Er(Mhu‘ica  and  the  Emuny  landed  at  St. 
•'million’s. 

Du  the  7th  a Party  of  theirs  marched  toAvards  the  Toavii 
^'ur  Uaiig('rs  discovtu-tal  tlu'in  [ind  brought  an  account  of  their 
March  on  Avhich  1 advanced  Avith  a j)arty  of  Indians  Rangers 
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and  the  Highland  Company  ordering  the  Eegiinent  to  follow- 
being  resolved  to  engage  them  in  the  Detiles  of  the  Woc^ds 
before  they  could  get  out  and  form  in  the  open  Grounds.  I 
charged  them  at  the  head  of  our  Indians  Highland  Men  ami 
Hangers  and  God  was  pleased  to  give  us  such  success  that 
we  entii-ely  routed  the  first  party  took  one  Captain  prisoner 
and  killed  another  and  persued  them  two  miles  to  an  o])en 
Meadow  or  Savannah  upon  the  edge  of  which  I posted  tlma* 
Platoons  of  the  Regiment  and  the  Company  of  Highland 
foot  so  as  to  be  covered  by  the  woods  from  the  Enemy  who 
were  obliged  to  pass  thro’  the  Meadow  under  our  fire.  This 
disposition  was  very  fortunate.  Capt.  Antonio  Barba  and 
two  other  Captains  with  100  Grenadiers  and  200  foot  besides 
Indians  and  Negi’oes  advanced  from  the  Sj)anish  Camp  into 
the  Savannah  with  Huzzah’s  and  fired  with  gi’eat  spirit  but 
not  seeing  om*  men  by  reason  of  the  woods  none  of  their 
shot  took  place  but  oins  did. 

Some  Platoons  of  ours  in  the  heat  of  the  fight  the  air 
being  darkened  with  the  smoak  and  a shower  of  rain  falliiig 
retired  in  disorder. 

I hearing  the  Firing  rode  to^vards  it  and  at  near  two  miles 
from  the  place  of  Action  met  a great  many  men  in  disorder 
who  told  me  that  ours  were  routed  and  Lieut.  Sutherland 
killed.  I ordered  them  to  halt  and  march  back  against  tlie 
Enemy  which  orders  Capt.  Demere  and  Ensign  Gibl)nii 
obeyed  but  another  Ofiicer  did  not  but  made  the  best  of  Ids 
way  to  Town.  As  I heard  the  fire  continue  I concluded  our 
Men  could  not  be  quite  beaten  and  that  my  imediate  assist- 
ance might  preserve  them  therefore  spurred  on  A arrived  just 
as  the  fire  was  done.  I found  the  S})aniards  intirely  route hI 
by  one  Platoon  of  the  Regiment  under  the  comand  of  Lieut. 
Sutherland  and  the  Highland  Company  under  the  Comand  of 
Lieut.  Charles  Mackay. 

An  Officer  whom  the  Prisoners  said  was  Capt.  Don  Antoni<> 
Barba  was  taken  Prisoner  but  desperately  wounded  and  two 
others  were  prisoners  and  a guait  many  dead  u})oii  the  spot, 
Lieut.  Sutherland,  Lieut.  Charles  Mackay  and  Serj*  Stuart 
having  distinguished  themselvt's  u[)on  this  occasion  I ap- 
pointed Limit.  Sutlierland  Brigadi*  Major  and  Serj^  Stuart 
second  Ensign. 


'i 


LEnTlRS  FROM  GENERAL  OGLETHORPE. 


137 


Capt.  Demere  and  Ensign  Gibbon  being  arrived  with  the 
men  they  had  rallied  Lieut.  Cadogan  ’vnth  an  advanced  party 
of  the  Eegiment  and  soon  after  the  whole  liegiment  Indians 
and  Rangers  I marched  do^vn  to  a Causeway  over  a Marsh 
very  near  the  Spanish  Camp  over  which  all  were  obhged  to 
pass  and  thereby  stopt  those  who  had  been  dispersed  in  the 
tight  in  the  Savannah  from  getting  to  the  Spanish  Camp. 
Ha\Ing  passed  the  night  there  the  Indian  scouts  in  the  morn-^ 
ing  advanced  to  the  Spanish  Camp  and  discovered  they  were 
all  retired  into  the  ruins  of  the  Fort  and  were  making  In- 
treiichments  under  shelter  of  the  Cannon  of  the  ships.  That 
they  guessed  them  to  be  above  4000  men.  I thought  it  im- 
prudent to  attack  them  defended  by  Cannon  with  so  small  a 
number  but  marched  back  to  Frederica  to  refr’esh  the  Soldiers 
and  sent  out  Pailys  of  Indians  and  Rangers  to  harrass  the 
Enemy.  I also  ordered  into  aiTest  the  Officers  who  com- 
manded the  Platoons  that  retired. 

I appointed  a General  Stall*  Lieut.  Hugh  Mackay  and 
Lieut.  Maxwell  Aids  de  Camp  and  Lieut.  Sutherland  Brigade 
^lajor.  On  y®  Ilth  of  July  the  Great  Galley  and  two  little 
ones  came  up  the  river  towards  the  Town.  Me  tired  at  them 
vith  the  few  Guns  we  had  so  warndy  that  they  retired  and  I 
followed  them  with  our  Boats  till  they  got  under  the  Cannon 
of  their  ships  which  lay  in  the  sound. 

Having  intelligence  from  the  S})anish  Camp  that  they  had 
lost  4 Captains  and  upwards  of  ‘200  men  in  the  last  Action 
besides  a great  many  killed  in  the  sea  light  and  several  killed 
in  tlie  night  by  the  Indians  even  within  or  near  the  Camp  and 
that  they  had  held  a Coiuicil  of  War  in  which  there  were 
great  divisions  insomuch  that  the  Forces  of  Cuba  separated 

from  those  of  Augustine  and  the  Italick  Regiment of 

Dragoons  separated  from  them  both  at  a distance  from  the 
r<‘st  near  the  Woods  and  that  there  was  a general  Terror 
amongst  them  upon  which  I was  resolved  to  beat  u])  their 
Quarters  in  the  night  and  marching  d(nvn  with  the  largest 
Onily  of  men  1 could  makt'  1 halttnl  w itliiii  a iiiiK*  and  a half 
of  tlieir  Camp  to  foiun  intending  to  leave  the  Troo[)s  there 
till  I had  well  rt'conitred  the  Fiumiy's  disposition. 

.V  Friuic-h  Man  who  without  my  knowledge  was  coim‘  down 
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amongst  tlie  Volunteers  fired  Ids  Gun  and  deserted.  Our 
Indians  in  vain  persued  and  could  iu)t  take  1dm.  Upon  this 
concluding  v e were  discovered  I divided  the  Dmins  in  dificr- 
ent  paids  and  heat  the  Grenadiers  march  for  about  half  an 
hour  then  ceased  and  we  marched  back  with  silence. 

‘The  next  day  I prevailed  with  a Prisoner  and  gave  him  a 
sum  of  money  to  carry  a letter  privately  and  deliver  it  to  that 
French  Man  who  had  deserted.  This  Letter  was  wrote  in 
French  as  if  fi-oni  a friend  of  his  telling  him  he  had  received 
the  money  that  he  should  strive  to  make  the  .Spaniards  be- 
lieve the  English  were  weak.  That  he  should  undertake  to 
pilot  up  their  Boats  and  Galleys  then  bring  them  under  the 
Woods  where  he  kneAv  the  Hidden  Batterys  were,-  that  if  he 
could  bring  that  about  he  shoidd  have  doulfie  the  reward  he 
had  already  received.  That  the  French  Deserters  should 
have  all  that  had  been  promised  to  them.  The  Spanish 
Prisoner  got  into  their  Camp  and  was  iniediately  carried  be- 
fore their  General  Don  Manuel  de  Montiano.  He  was  asked 
how  he  escaped  and  whither  he  had  any  letters  but  denying 
his  having  any  was  strictly  searched  and  the  letter  found  and 
he  upon  behig  pardoned  confessed  that  he  had  received 
Money  to  deliver  it  to  the  Frenchman  for  the  letter  was  not 
\ directed.  The  Frenchman  denied  his  knowing  anything  of 
the  contents  of  the  Letter  or  having  received  any  Money  or 
Correspondence  with  me,  notwithstanding  which  a Council 
of  A\  ar  was  held  and  they  deemed  the  French  ]Man  to  be  a 
double  spy  but  General  Montiano  would  not  sutler  him  to  be 
executed  having  been  imployed  by  him  however  they  ini- 
bargued  all  their  Troo})s  and  halted  umler  Jekvl,  they  also 
confined  all  the  French  on  board  iml>arked  with  such  j)re- 
cipitation  that  they  left  behind  them  Cannon  i^’ca.  and  those 
dead  of  their  wounds  unburied.  The  Cuba  Stpiadron  stcxal 
out  to  sea  to  the  number  of  *20  sail  General  Montiano  with 
the  Augustine  Scpiadron  returned  to  Cumberland  Sound 
hanng  burnt  Caj)tain  Horton’s  houses  Ac.  on  Jekvll.  I witli 
our  boats  followed  him.  1 disco\ert‘d  a great  many  sail  iindta’ 
Fort  St.  Andrews,  of  whic-h  eight  a])])t\ai-ed  to  me  ])lain  l)iit 
being  too  strong  for  nu‘  to  attach  1 simt  the  Scout  Boats 
back. 
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I went  witli  iny  own  Cutter  A'  landed  a ^lan  on  Cumber- 
land who  carried  a letter  fi'om  me  to  Lieut.  Stuart  at  Fort 
William  with  orders  to  defend  himself  to  the  last  extremity. 

Having  discovered  our  Boats  ct  believing  we  had  landed 
Indians  in  the  night  they  set  sail  with  gi’eat  haste  in  so  much 
that  not  ha\dng  time  to  iinbarque  they  killed  40  horses  which 
they  had  taken  there  and  bunit  the  Houses.  The  Galleys 
and  small  Craft  to  the  number  of  tifteen  went  thro’  the  inland 
WaterdPassages.  They  attempted  to  land  near  Fort  William 
but  were  repulsed  by  the  Bangers  they  then  attacked  it  with 
( 'annon  and  small  Ai’ms  from  the  Water  for  three  Hours  but 
tlie  place  was  so  bravely  defended  by  Lieut.  Alexander 
Stuart  that  they  were  repulsed  and  ran  out  to  sea  where 
twelve  other  sail  of  Spanish  Yessells  had  lain  at  Anchor 
without  the  Barr  during  the  Attack  without  stirring  but  the 
Galleys  being  chased  out  they  hoisted  all  the  Sails  they  could 
and  stood  to  the  Southward.  I followed  them  with  the  Boats 
to  Fort  William  and  fr’om  thence  sent  out  the  Bangers  and 
some  Boats  who  followed  them  to  Saint  Johns  ljut  they  went 
off  rowing  and  sailing  to  St.  Augustine. 

After  the  news  of  their  defeat  in  the  Grenadier  Savannah 
arrived  at  Charles  Town  the  Men  of  War  and  a number 
of  C^arolina  People  raised  in  a hurry  set  (jut  and  came  off 
this  Barr  after  the  Spaniards  had  l)een  chased  quite  out 
of  this  Colony  where  they  dismissed  the  (kirolina  Yessells 
and  Capt.  Hardy  promised  in  his  Letters  to  cruize  off  St. 
Augustine. 

We  have  returned  thaidvs  to  God  for  our  deliverance  have 
set  all  the  hands  I possibly  could  to  work  upon  the  Fortifica- 
tions and  have  sent  to  the  Northward  to  raise  men  ready  to 
form  another  Battallion  against  His  ^fajesty’s  Orders  shall 
arrive  for  that  purpose.  I have  retained  Thompson’s  ship, 
liave  sent  for  C’annon  Shott  itc.  for  Provisions  and  all  kinds 
of  stores  since  I expect  the  Enemy  Avho  (tho'  greatly  tt‘rrifi(Hl> 
lost  but  few  ^len  in  comparison  of  tlieii-  grtait  numln'rs  us 
•''oon  us  they  havt‘  recovert'd  tlnnr  fright  will  attack  us  with 
more  caution  and  luhttu*  discipline. 

I ho])e  His  Majesty  will  a]q)i‘ove  tlu‘  nu'asim^s  1 havt‘  taken 
ami  I must  imtrt'ut  ^Our  Grace  to  lay  my  humbh*  it‘([m'st 
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before  His  Majesty  that  he  would  be  gi*aciously  pleased  t«)  ; 

order  Troops,  Aitillery  and  other  iieeessarys  sufficient  for  ^ 

the  defence  of  this  Frontier  and  the  neighbouring  Provinces 
or  give  such  directions  as  His  Majesty  shall  think  proper  and 
I do  not  doubt  but  with  a moderate  support  not  only  to  he  i 
able  to  defend  these  Provinces  but  also  to  dislodge  the 
Enemy  from  St.  Augustine  if  I have  but  the  same'  numbers 
they  had  in  this  ex})edition.  ' 1 


GENEKAL  OGLETHOKPE  TO  THE  COMMANHEP 
OF  HIS  MAJESTYS  SHIPS  AT  SEA,  SENT  BY 
LIEUT.  MAXWELL.-  14  July  1742. 

[In  General  Oglethoiy^e’s  of  22  January  1742-3.] 

Frederica  14*^  Jidy  1742. 
Sir, 

The  Spanish  Fleet  is  locked  in  this  Harbour  and  veiy  weak 
in  Shipping  and  Gunns  being  but  one  20  Gun  ship  one  10 
Gun  Schooner  A the  rest  Ships  of  six  or  eight  Guns  ill  fitted, 
One  Galley  with  a large  Gun  I think  a twelve  poimder  m her 
Prow  with  some  half  Galleys. 

God  has  given  us  Victory  over  them  in  two  Engagements 
bv  Land  and  the  Galley  and  half  Galleys  attempted  tin' 
Town  by  water  and  were  repulsed.  I am  extremely  glad 
of  your  arrival  since  I believe  you  will  be  able  to  destroy  the 
whole  Spanish  Fleet  I send  out  Capt.  Win.  Morgan  to  Pilot 
you  over  the  Barr  if  you  think  proper  to  come  in.  I shall 
attack  the  Sjianiards  by  land  wlieiiever  you  attempt  it. 
I should  not  take  upon  me  to  advise  you  who  knows  so  much 
better  the  sea  affiiirs  but  in  my  opinion  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  His  ]\ra]Vsty’s  St'rvica'  and  our  own  Honour  to  attack 
them  both  by  sea  and  land  and  I think  the  lu^st  method 
would  be  to  conu‘  in  as  tluw  did  with  a hauling  Gale  sinct‘ 
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the  upper  part  of  tlie  Harbour  is  entirely  in  our  power 
whereas  it  was  not  in  theirs.  I ^^■ill  make  three  Smoaks  in 
the  heart  of  the  Island  to  shew  that  we  are  ready.  I have 
three  strong  Boats  which  carry  about  thii’ty  men  each  who 
will  meet  and  assist  you  as  soon  as  you  are  come  by  the 
Spanish  Fleet  and  come  to  the  bottom  of  the  Harbour. 
If  you  see  an  English  Jack  hoisted  upon  the  Sea  Shore  you 
may  know  it  to  be  us  if  it  is  proper  I wdl  also  hre  a Platoon 
near  the  Jack  and  make  two  smoaks. 

I am  Sir  in  hopes  of  seeing  you  soon  and  accomphshmg 
one  of  the  most  noble  things  that  has  been  done  this  war 
which  will  redound  to  your  eternal  Honour  as  well  as  to  the 
service  of  your  King  and  Country. 

I am  &c.  ' : 

P.  S.  Mr.  Maxwell  is  my  Aid-de-Canip  and  Lieut,  in  the 
liegiment,  Capt.  Morgan  is  Master  of  the  St.  Phihp  Guard 
Sloop  for  the  defence  of  this  Province  in  His  Majesty’s 
serGce.  If  the  Guard  Schooner  Wallver  is  with  you  I desire 
you  would  send  her  in  at  the  North  End  of  the  Island  to 
this  Town  and  she  with  our  Boats  can  certaudy  destroy  their 
Galleys  and  all  their  rowing  Craft. 

Co})}'.  Letter  Loni  General  Oglethorpe 

To  the  Commander  of  His 
Majesty’s  Ships  at  Sea. 


GENEIUL  OGLETHOBPE  TO  THE  Till  STEES.* 

12  FEBiirAUY  1742  3. 

Frederica  Fel/^'  1742-3. 

tlRMLi-LMEN, 

I received  yours  from  Mr.  Martin  of  the  10‘’‘  of  August  to 
sure  it  was  very  right  that  a Hearing  should  be  had 


K 


k'  VJ 


*»#  rnm  '^  mm 




;IS"SS8^' , 


'VI' 


7>5 

i's  •,  ti 


;;i 


'■^iilij^  int' 


P.l 

(«i 


'4> 


t 


V;'-,'< 


m 


U-W^ 


<A') 


m 


142 


LETTEKS  FROM  GENERAL  OGLETHOi’.rE. 


relatiijg  to  Stephens  but  I think  it  was  unfortunate  that  that 
hearing  slioukl  be  at  a time  when  the  necessary  defence  of 
the  Colony  ol)liged  every  man  of  worth  to  be  here  present 
and  as  there  was  none  in  England  the  Folly"  as  well  as 
improbabihty  and  falsehood  of  his  assertions  could  not 
appear.  A mistake  both  in  the  charge  and  defence  nm  thro' 
the  whole.  It  was  Villainy  in  liim  and  it  was  natm-al  for  our 
Council  to  l)e  incited  by  making  a defence  against  His  charge. 
This  mistake  is  S})eaking  of  Savannah  as  if  it  was  the  whole 
Province  of  Georgia  whereas  the  district  of  Savannah  is  but 
a small  portion  of  it.  The  ProHnce  extends  beyond  the 
Mississippi  Westward  beyond  Frederica  Southward  and 
the  Tnistees  Orders  are  obeyed  in  every  part  of  it  except  at 
Savannah. 

It  was  not  till  after  the  War  obliged  us  to  be  upon  the 
Frontier  that  the  Laws  for  the  welfare  of  the  Colony  and  tlu‘ 
Trustees  Orders  were  (bsobeyed  at  Savannah.  There  has 
been  since  my  coming  away  nothing  but  continual  complaints 
between  the  Magistrates  and  Inhabitants  and  between  each 
other.  These  disputes  have  been  artfully"  kept  up  by"  the 
Spanish  Emissaiys  of  whom  it  seems  too  apparent  young 
Stephens  is  one.  It  was  near  as  good  to  them  to  draw  off  a 
man  fi'oni  this  Colony  as  to  get  one  to  Augustine.  Since  this 
Spirit  has  been  stirring  the  Town  District  of  Savannah  has 
decreased  daily  in  men.  I lind  they  say  at  the  Barr  they 
diank  rum  })ublickly,  I l)elieve  it  may  at  Savannah  have 
been  drank  ])lentifully,  l)y  the  great  sickness  and  mortality 
there,  but  here  there  has  been  no  such  thing  and  the  people 
have  been  healthy. 

The  Mortality  in  America  is  chietly  owing  to  distilh'd 
Licpiors,  the  mixing  with  Water  makes  them  less  hurtfid  but 
is  very  far  from  making  them  wholesome. 

At  St.  Andrews  where  no  distilled  Liipiors  were  drank  tlu'y 
lost  out  of  two  Coiiipanys  of  100  men  each  but  thrt'e  and  at 
Port  Boyal  when^  rum  was  drank  we  lost  out  of  om'  ('om- 
)*auy  l)('tw(M‘ii  forty  and  fifty  in  onr  year  and  1 can  assure 
you  if  Ibini  is  allowtal  in  anv  shaju*  liere  the  Soldiers  will  be 
unfit  for  action  and  the  hihabitants  tor. labour  A’  sicknesst's 
will  be  as  fatal  as  at  Jamaica  v hich  will  be  then  imputed  to 
the  Climate. 
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As  for  tlie  Magistrates  being  unable  to  enforce  the  Laws  it 
is  the  fault  of  such  Magistrates.  I am  sure  here  the  Laws 
;ire  strictly  put  in  execution.  Besides  the  health  of  the 
IV'ople  the  consumption  of  Beer  and  Wine  is  greatly  more 
beneficial  to  Trade  than  distilled  Liquors.  They  employ 
more  sliipping  Beer  is  the  manufacture  of  Britain  imploys 
many  hands  who  pay  Bents  and  Taxes.  Wine  comes  from 
Madeira  and  is  paid  for  by  English  Goods  and  this  imploys 
the  poor  English  Manufacturer  and  the  impoiding  of  Molasses 
which  is  the  material  for  small  Beer  here  is  much  more 
beneficial  to  the  Sugar  Colonies  than  the  importing  of  Bum 
since  Bum  is  a Comodity  that  will  sell  any  where  as  well  as 
in  this  Colony  but  Molasses  is  a Drug  of  but  httle  vent 
elsewhere. 

I am  of  opinion  that  this  is  the  Crisis  and  upon  the 
Measures  taken  depends  the  Fate  not  only  of  this  Colony 
but  in  a gi*eat  measure  of  North  America  also  the  impoidance 
is  now  proyed  by  the  great  Armament  of  the  Spaniards  dis- 
a[)pointed  by  the  resistance  they  met  with  here.  It  is 
impossible  to  adyise  what  should  be  done  at  the  distance 
between  this  and  Europe  before  one  can  send  oyer  a Proposal 
have  it  debated  and  receive  an  answer  the  executuu>;  of  it 
b(‘comes  out  of  season.  Two  Battallit)iis  and  a small  Squad- 
ron with  Mr.  Yernon  would  at  first  have  taken  Carthagena, 
KXM)  men  after  they  were  i)re})ared  could  not  do  it. 

The  httle  strength  I had  if  they  would  have  joined  me  in 
March  would  have  reduced  Augustine  but  they  Avoidd  not 
foiue  up  from  Carolina  till  May  and  in  that  space  the  half 
Galleys  were  arrived  andother  preparations  made  which 
rendered  the  entei})rise  impracticable.  The  same  is  in  Ci\Il 
as  in  Military  Afiairs,  the  encoTiragenfi  of  cultivation  by 
bnemium  if  piomised  after  planting  time  is  usGess.  A num- 
ber of  Magistrates  neci'ssiiry  among  4 or  dUOO  people  are  a 
misance  if  reduced  to  100. 

Iliesi'  are  only  instances  to  ])rove  a gt'iieral  ])roj)osition 
’oir  important  point  now  is  to  defend  tin*  Pro\  im-(‘  against  a 
“Hiimrous  emmiy  or  else  all  eulti\ation  must  caaist*  or  which 
r-'  Worst*  be  bein'ticial  to  an  EiieniV.  If  tht*  Govt'vnmtuit 
thinks  })roper  to  hast*  the  Colony  vigorously  dt'leiuh'd  1 could 
'Wtli  great  ease  havt*  all  tlu^  inq)royt'nu'nts  carried  on. 
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The  first  Measures  for  us  as  Tnistees  to  take  is  after  sup- 
poi*ting  Religion  to  encourage  Marriage  and  the  rearing  up 
of  Children.  Here  are  a gi-eat  number  of  manied  people 
and  yet  there  is  now  in  this  place  only  above  700  men  more 
than  there  are  Women  most  of  these  would  marry  if  they 
could  get  Wives.  The  sending  over  single  Women  without 
Familys  that  could  protect  them  might  be  attended  with 
Indecencys  but  the  giving  passage  to  the  Wives,  Sisters  and 
Daughters  of  Recinits  and  a small  maintenance  till  they  go 
on  board  woidd  be  a remedy  to  this  and  much  the  cheapest 
way  of  peopling  the  Country  since  after  their  arrival  they  are 
no  further  expense  for  their  Husbands  can  maintain  them. 

We  have  found  also  that  the  married  Soldiers  live  easiest 
many  of  them  having  turned  out  very  industrious  Planters. 
The  next  thing  is  protecting  the  Magistrates  in  the  execution 
of  the  Laws  and  at  the  same  time  protecting  the  people  from 
their  insolence  litigiousness  and  extortion  in  the  shape  of 
Fees.  Next  in  persevering  and  encoiu*aging  the  Europe ‘kind 
of  agriculture  as  Vines,  Silk,  Olives  &c.  all  which  by  experi- 
ence we  know  thrive  in  the  Country.  Accidents  and  the  War 
has  prevented  a large  increase  of  them  but  the  keeping  out 
of  Slaves  and  peopling  the  Country  with  labouring  Hands 
fr-om  Europe,  perticularly  fr’om  Germany,  which  is  the  conse- 
quence thereof,  will  soon  make  Wine  and  Silk  the  staple 
Comodity  of  this  Country  since  most  foreign  Protestants  are 
accustomed  to  either  the  one  or  the  other  produce  but  it  is 
needless  to  talk  of  these  things  if  the  Country  is  exposed  to 
the  Enemy.  The  sufferings  of  the  People  here  have  been 
veiy  great  by  the  late  Invasion  and  it  is  natural  to  believe 
that  Peo}>le  will  not  carry  on  Cultivation  in  so  exposed  a 
scituation. 

I think  it  would  not  only  be  a very  just  A chantable  but 
also  a highly  coniendable  ste])  in  the  Trust  to  become  their 
Advocates  many  of  whom  have  lost  their  all  by  the  Enemy 
and  most  of  w lioiu  voluntarily  d(*stroyed  tlu'ir  whole  for  fear 
it  shoidd  he  heiieffeial  to  the  Enemy. 

I alnaidy  grow  tedious  shall  thend'ore  r<d‘er  you  to  Capt. 
Dunbar  for  a full  acc'ouiit  of  all  things  here. 

As  I hope  we  shall  succeed  in  our  applications  and  have 
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such  assistance  as  will  put  this  place  in  a posture  of  defend- 
ing itself  it  will  then  be  absolutely  necessary  that  Vessels 
should  be  encouraged  to  come  over  with  Passengers  as 
servants  to  Frederica. 

Labouring  hands  are  much  wanting  and  there  are  many 
who  are  able  and  willing  to  pay  their  passage  for  them. 

The  Palatines  have  hitherto  been  found  the  best. 

I am 

Gentlemen 

Your  most  obed* 

humble  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe, 

[Indorsed^ 

rec^  24  April  1743, 


GENEKAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  DUKE  OF  NEWCAS- 
TLE.* 

■ 14  February  1742-3. 

Frederica  14^^  Feb""^'  1742-3. 

My  Lord, 

Frequent  delays  having  happened  gives  me  an  opportunity 
of  acquainting  Your  Grace  that  every  day  confirms  the 
imminent  danger.  I am  like  to  bear  the  hrst  brunt  therefore 
tliiiik  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  Your  Grace  therewith  that  you 
may  lay  the  same  before  His  iMaji'sty.  I must  also  di‘sire' 
that  you  would  move  His  ^lajesty  that  he  would  be  graciously 
pl*‘ased  to  grant  such  assistance'  as  He  sliall  think  prope'r. 

In  the  pri'St'iit  scituation  I am  in  I sliall  do  the  bi'st  I can 
but  have  rtaison  to  apprt'lu'iid  tlie  Avorst  ot‘  conse'qiu'iices 
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from  the  gi-eat  numbers  of  the  Enemy  if  I have  not  timely 
support. 

I am, 

My  Lord 

Your  Grace’s  most  obed‘ 

humble  Servant 

James  Oglethorpe. 

[Indorsed'] 

E April  24«^- 
(By  Capt.  Dunbar.) 


GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  ANDEEW  STONE.- 

16  Febkuary  1742-3. 

Frederica  in  Georgia  Feb^’^  1742-3. 
Sir, 

There  being  repeated  advices  of  the  Spanish  Litentions 
privately  countenanced  by  the  French,  to  make  a strong  push 
in  North  America,  and  but  too  much  reason  to  imagine  that 
they  have  a Faction  in  some  of  the  Provinces,  makes  me 
obliged  to  send  over  Capt.  Dunbar  to  solicit  my  affairs  in 
England,  and  for  proper  support.  I must  desire  the  favour 
of  you  to  give  him  your  Coimtenance  and  to  introduce  him 
to  my  Lord  Duke,  and  to  esteem  what  he  says  as  coming 
from  me,  I having  impowered  him  to  })resent  such  ^Memorials 
as  is  proper  in  my  behalf.  If  I dare  presume  farther  on 
yoiu  friendship  I should  desire  you  to  instmct  him  how  to 
act  towards  obtaining  assistance,  which  if  we  have  not  we 
must  certainly  perish. 

I am 

Sii- 

Your  most  obedient 

huml)lc  Servant 

Jam  es  O ci  lk  r 1 1 o k it:  . 

Andrew  Stone  EscC*- 
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[^Indorsecl  \ 

E AprU 

(By  Captain  Dimbar.) 

[A<ldrtnfied]  To  Andrew  Stone  Esq 

Member  of  Parliament,  West. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  DUKE  OF  NEWCAS- 
TLE.* 

22  February  1742-3. 

Frederica  22'^  Feb’^^  1742-3. 

My  Lord, 

Notwithstanding  the  large  Paeqnet  I troubled  Your  Grace 
with  a new  accident  forces  me  to  write  again. 

The  Spaniards  from  Augustine  have  sent  a Sloop  with 
a Flag  of  Tmce  to  Charles  To’v\ti  & the  Lieut.  Governour 
and  Managers  there  have  not  only  suffered  them  to  come 
over  the  Barr  but  given  them  liberty  to  go  about  the  Town 
and  jdlowed  an  exchange  of  Prisoners.  This  may  be 
attended  with  the  most  dangerous  consequences  for  many 
of  those  Prisoners  Avhom  I sent  up  in  the  late  Invasion  were 
Pilots  & they  have  had  the  hberty  there  to  stroll  about  the 
Country  therefore  if  they  return  to  Augustine  they  can  give 
better  information  than  any  spies  as  well  as  be  Guides  to 
them. 

I sent  up  to  the  Lieut.  Governom*  not  to  take  this  step  but 
1 fear  he  will  neither  take  my  advice  or  obey  my  Oi-ders 
being  strangely  changed  (by  what  motive  I can't  tell)  for 
of  late  hi*  has  pr('ten(h'd  that  th(‘v  were  in  no  a]quadiension 
of  the  Spaniards  even  when  tluy  wt're  in  possosion  of  this 
Inirbour  A refused  to  send  nu‘  s(Uiie  of  the  18  pound  C^iniion 
'vliieh  lay  ustdess  at  Charlt's  Town. 
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Tliis  Flag  of  Tmce  looks  as  if  they  wanted  Intelligence; 
and  were  ready  for  an  Enterprize. 

Capt.  Dunbar  has  some  Prisoners  and  amongst  them  a 
Lieut,  of  Horse  if  .Lieut.  Southerland  whom  I sent  Express 
should  be  taken  as  it  is  reported  tliis  w'ould  furnish  an 
Exchange. 

A Spanish  Captain  taken  Prisoner  here  in  the  Invasion 
desii'ed  I would  forward  the  inclosed  to  Spain.'  Your  Grace 
will  be  Judge  how  far  it  is  proper.  He  is  himself  Infirm  and 
has  a family  at  Augustine  and  desired  I would  not  send  him 
over  since  it  was  probable  he  might  not  have  lived  to  have 
been  exchanged  he  therefore  with  the  rest  of  the  prisoners 
remains  here  for  His  Majesty’s  orders. 

I am 

My  Lord 

Youi*  Grace’s  most  devoted 

& most  obecP  Servant. 

[Indorsed] 

K 24'^  Aprd. 

By  Capt.  Dunbar. 


GENEEAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  H.  YEEELST.* 

23  Feb.  1742-3. 

Frederica  22'^  Feb""^  1742-3. 

Sir, 

I desire  you  would  recommend  to  the  Tnistees  Thomas 
Sumner  who  has  behaved  very  well  here  who  goes  over  with 
an  intention  to  come  back.  If  he  ccv*  bring  over  Servants  as 
h('  intends  I bt'li(‘ve  ln‘  niight  bring  a valuabh'  bi-aiudi  of  the 
Timber  Trade  here.  I tluu’efore  should  wi.sh  the  Trustees 
would  give  him  ])assag(*  for  sanu‘  servants  in  cast‘  tln'v  send 
over  any  Vessels  which  would  be  much  better  for  the  peo})le 
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tlian  sending  them  free  since  they  would  have  no  House  to 
cover  them  or  person  to  take  care  of  them  whereas  he  hath 
tM)th. 

It  was  he  whom  I sent  to  build  the  Light  House  which  he 
executed  in  10  months  and  is  by  much  the  best  building 
of  that  kind  in  America. 

I shall  say  no  more  on  this  occasion  but  am, 

Youi-  very  humble  S&rv* 

James  Oglethorpe. 

To, 

Mr.  Harman  Verelst 

at  the  Georgia  Office 

London. 


[Tnthrsetl']  Eec^^  27^  April  1743. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  DUKE  OF  NEi;\’CAS- 
^ TLE.^ 

12  March  1742-3. 

From  the  Camp  on  the  River  St. 
Math.eo  or  St.  John’s  in  Florida 
12^^  March  1742-3. 

My  Lord, 

HaHng  MTote  at  large  to  Your  Grace  by  Capt.  Dimbar, 
I shall  only  trouble  Your  Grace  vdth  what  has  happened 
since. 

I prevailed  with  tlic  Creek  Indians  to  send  a large  Party 
of  their  Warriors  to  join  me.  The  Spaniards  at  Augustint^ 
Were  so  streiigtluu](‘d  by  tlu'  Troops  left  tlier(‘  after  tlie  Inva- 
sion of  Georgia  amongst  which  were  the  Dragoons  of  tin' 
Regiment  of  Italiea  that  they  re[)ulsed  all  the  Partys  of 
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Indians  that  I could  send  out  against  them.  I also  had 
Intelligence  of  a strong  party  of  Men  marching  towards  tin* 
Eiver  St.  Matthieo.  As  I concluded  this  was  to  enlarge  their 
Quarters  ready  for  the  reception  of  the  next  body  of  Troops 
that  they  expect  in  the  Spring  from  the  Havannah  and  with 
w'hich  they  propose  to  invade  aU  North  America  and  to  begin 
with  the  Conquest  of  Georgia  and  Carolina.  I therefore 
thought  the  best  measiu'es  I could  take  was  to  oppose  them 
in  time  and  myself  in  person  to  lead  the  Indians  and  dispute 
with  them  the  Field  before  their  Troops  came  from  Cuba. 
I therefore  vith  a Detachment  of  the  Highland  Company  of 
the  Kangers  and  of  the  Regiment  landed  in  the  night  in 
Florida  A had  such  success  that  the  Indians  advanced  undis- 
covered A attacked  the  Spaniards  A killed  iq^wards  of  forty 
of  them  but  one  of  theii’  own  party  being  killed  they  would 
give  no  Prisoners  Quarter  therefore  I have  no  intelligence. 
I march  tomoiTow  and  if  I have  success  I trust  in  God  I 
shall  be  able  to  force  the  Spaniards  once  more  to  take  shelter 
in  theii-  Tovm  which  I shall  look  upon  as  a gi'eat  point  gained 
since  it  will  delay  their  intended  operations  and  give  heart  to 
our  Indians  and  keep  them  steady  to  His  Majesty’s  Interest 
wFo  were  a good  deal  staggered  by  some  strange  step  taken 
by  the  Lieut.  Governour  of  South  Carolina  which  Capt. 
Dunbar  will  inform  Your  Grace  of  but  any  success  I can  now 
have  will  be  only  putting  oil'  for  a short  time  the  fatal  blow 
which  must  attend  ,the  vast  preparations  making  at  Cuba 
if  we  are  not  strongly  and  speedily  sup])orted. 

I should  think  myself  inexcusable  if  I did  not  inform  Your 
Grace  of  the  dangerous  scituation  of  His  Majesty’s  Colonies 
as  well  those  two  under  my  charge  as  those  neighbounng  to 
them.  I dare  not  at  present  write  more  perticularly  least 
this  should  fall  into  the  Enemy’s  hands. 

Not  having  time  to  transcribe  Paragraphs  of  them  I inclose 
two  letters  to  Y"our  Grace  which  I just  now  received  they  con- 
taining adGces  of  consequence.  I am  with  profound  respect. 
My  Lord,  Your  Grace’s  most  devoted 

A most  obed^  Serv^  James  Oglethorpe. 

His  Graci' 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

[Lahrstd]  R July  7^’" 
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GEXERAL  OGLETHOEPE  TO  DUKE  OF  NEWCAS- 
TLE.- 

21  March  1742-3. 

Florida  on  the  Eiyer  St.  Math^o. 

21«*  March  1742-3. 

My  Lord, 

I am  to  acquaint  Your  Grace  '^'itli  the  success  of  His 
Majesty’s  Amis.  The  Spaniards  have  quitted  the  Field  and 
are  retired  into  St.  Augustine.  The  Troops  made  a very 
extraordinary  March  in  four  days  of  ninety  six  miles  for  so 
many  it  is  from  this  place  to  St.  Augustine  A back  again  Sc 
this  we  pei-formed  without  leaGng  one  sick  man  behind  us 
and  the  whole  party  is  in  health  and  strength. 

I hear  from  all  hands  that  there  is  a strong  body  of  Troops 
ill  Augustine  and  can  hardly  conceive  the  reason  of  their 
behaviom*  and  precipitate  retreat  from  numbers  so  much 
inferiour  to  them  unless  they  have  orders  from  their  Court  to 
preserve  their  strength  entire  for  the  mtended  Invasion. 
I did  all  I could  to  cfraw  them  to  action  and  having  posted 
the  Grenadiers  c^'  some  of  the  Troops  in  ambuscade  advanced 
myself  vith  a very  few  men  in  sight  of  the  Town  intending 
to  skirmish  Sc  retire  in  order  to  draw  them  into  the  Ambus- 
cade but  they  were  so  meek  that  there  was  no  provoking 
them.  fc, 

The  Indians  advanced  so  nimbly  as  to  get  up  with  a party 
of  the  Enemy  k killed  above  40  of  them  under  the  Cannon 
of  the  Town. 

I am,  My  Lord,  Y^our  Grace’s  most  devoted 

k most  obd‘  Serv*- 

James  Oglethorpe. 

[Lidorfied]  E July  7^'*- 
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GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  DUKE  OF  NEW- 
CASTLE.^ 

22  April  1743. 

Frederica  22d  April  1743. 

My  Lord, 

A very  extraordinary  transaction  that  lias  happened  in 
Carolina  obhges  me  to  trouble  A"our  Grace  since  if  proper 
remedies  are  not  applied  the  consecpiences  may  be  detri- 
mental in  the  highest  degree  to  His  Majesty’s  affairs  in 
America. 

As  I am  always  willing  to  put  the  best  Construction  upon 
every  Man’s  actions  I would  not  trouble  Your  Grace  witli  the 
conduct  of  the  Lieut.  Govemour  of  Carolina  and  his  advisers 
before  the  last  Invasion  because  I beheved  it  proceeded  fi*oni 
ignorance  and  that  I should  be  able  to  prevent  then’  Actions 
doing  any  liuid  to  His  Majesties  serHce.  The  Spaniards  are 
now'  preparing  (as  Advices  from  all  sides  say)  for  an  Expe- 
dition from  the  Havannah. 

In  their  last  Invasion  of  this  Province  one  of  our  Chief 
advantages  lay  in  their  w'ant  of  Pilots  and  Guides.  The 
Governour  of  Augustine  has  sent  a Spanish  Vessell  to  Charles 
Town  to  exchange  Prisoners  many  of  w'honi  are  Pilots  by 
water  or  Guides  by  land.  Lieut.  Governour  Bull  suffered 
this  Yessell  which  w'as  commanded  by  Don  Domingo  de  la 
Croix  one  of  the  S})aniards  best  Pilots  to  go  over  and  conse- 
quently know  the  Barr  of  that  Town  and  ventured  to  receive 
Messages  fr*om  His  Majesties  Enemys  w'ithout  acquainting 
the  General  who  comands  in  Chief  His  Majesties  Forces  in 
that  Pro^'ince.  He  also  received  Alexander  Paris  who  piloted 
the  Spaniards  into  St.  Simon’s  Harliour  in  the  last  Invasion 
and  he  walks  about  Charles  Town  at  full  liberty. 

These  Pilots  may  be  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  the 
Spaniards  in  the  ensuing  Expedition  if  designed  against  ns 
.since  it  lays  our  harbours  open  and  maki\s  tin*  fastnessixs  of 
our  Woods  less  advantagt‘ous.  AVhat  makes  this  step  nion* 
t'xtraordiiiarv  is  that  many  of  thmii  W(‘re  prisoiuns  taken  by 
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nie  or  ransomed  by  me  from  tlie  Indians  whom  I sent  up  to 
Charles  Town  least  they  should  escape  in  the  late  Invasion, 
and  at  that  place  they  gave  them  liberty  of  going  about  by 
which  means  they  may  have  been  acquainted  vdth  the  weak- 
ness of  the  Country  and  the  disposition  of  the  Negroes.  One 
Piisoner  sent  into  Augustine  is  equal  to  five  or  six  delivered 
in  Spain  since  every  recruit  to  that  Garrison  costs  the  Crown 
of  Spain  between  foidy  and  fifty  Pounds  sterling. 

Every  advice  I send  up  they  slight  so  far  that  tho’  I sent 
notice  to  Charles  Towm  that  the  Spanish  Armada  for  the 
Invasion  w^as  actually  arrived  at  Augustine,  the  Lieut.  Gov- 
emour  not  only  treated  the  Advices  'with  contempt  but 
talked  in  such  a manner  of  them  that  Capt.  Frankland  in 
the  Pose  went  to  his  Station  at  Providence  & no  assistance 
anived  here  tiU  eleven  days  after  the  Spaniards  w^ere  beat 
out  of  this  Province  -wdiicli  was  very  near  two  months  from 
the  first  adGces. 

The  fr'equent  hindrances  he  gave  to  my  buying  things 
necessaiw^  for  the  defence  and  to  the  Planters  who  were  will- 
ing to  join  me  and  many  other  peidiculars  I shall  not  trouble 
Your  Grace  '^*ith,  but  this  is  not  out  of  any  disregard  to  me, 
he  professing  a personal  attachment  and  even  gratitude  to 
me  for  solliciting  and  carrying  over  his  Commission  of  Lieut. 
Governour  without  suffering  him  even  to  pay  the  Fees. 

A very  odd  kind  of  man  one  Pryber  was  taken  by  the 
Incbans  and  brought  hither  prisoner.  He  has  been  for  some 
time  solliciting  them  to  fall  iq)on  the  English.  The  perticu- 
lars  are  in  the  Paper  inclosed. 

I must  desire  Your  Grace  that  I may  have  Instructions 
what  I am  to  do  m both  these  Cases.  I must  also  intreat 
Your  Grace  to  move  His  Majesty  for  succour.  The  mclosed 
shew  the  designs  of  the  S})aiiiards  and  advices  fr-oni  all 
Quarters  agi'ee  that  there  is  a powerful  Armament  making 
in  the  Kavannah  and  it  is  said  to  be  designed  against  this 
Place  and  the  rest  of  His  Majesties  Dominions  upon  tliis 
Continent. 

I am,  ^ly  Lord 

Your  Grace’s  most  devoted 

and  most  obd^  StuT* 

James  OGLETHoimE. 
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[^Indoj'sed^ 

R July  29tli. 

From  Capt.  Dimbar. 


GENERAL  OGLETHORPE  TO  THE  TRUSTEES.^ 

10  Jr>TE  1743. 

Frederica  lOtli  of  June  1743. 

Gentlemen, 

The  people  of  the  French  Chiu’ch  at  Savannah  having 
desired  of  me  that  the  Rev'^  Mr.  Chifielle  might  assist  them 
in  Spiritual  Matters  and  that  his  Charges  of  Boat  hire  c<:c. 
for  coming  from  his  residence  at  Purisburgh  to  Savannah 
might  be  defr-ayed,  I did  allow  thereof  and  it  appears  unto 
me  by  the  annexed  A other  eridence  that  the  said  Mr.  Cliif- 
felle  has  done  his  duty  for  five  years  and  upwards  And  that 
the  sum  of  Twenty  one  Pounds  sterling  may  be  a reasonable 
allowance  for  his  Charges  Ac.  and  that  the  said  sum  of 
Twenty  one  Pounds  is  due  unto  him  by  the  Honourable  the 
Tnistees  for  establishing  the  C^d.ony  of  Georgia  in  America 
and  therefore  recommend  the  same  for  payment. 


Signed 


James  Oglethorpe. 


To  the  Honourable 
The  Trustees  for  establishing 
the  Colony  of  Georgia  in  America. 

A True  Copy,  John  Dobell. 

Not  seeing  any  cause  of  objection,  I humbly  submit  it  to 
the  Honourable  the  Trust  for  their  direction. 

Mill.  Stephens. 


P.  K.  O.  li.  T.  vul.  p.  lOS. 
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CiEXEKAI.  OGLETHOEPE  TO  DUKE  OF  NEW- 
CASTLE.^ 

24  August  1744. 

My  Lord, 

I have  frequently  applied  to  Your  Grace  myself  as  well  as 
hy  Letter  to  acquaint  you  of  the  danger  of  the  Provinces 
w here  I have  the  Honour  to  command.  I particularly  repre- 
sc*nted  long  ago  to  Your  Grace  the  want  of  Artillery  as  well 
as  Powder  in  Georgia,  as  also  the  necessity  of  supporting  the 
Indian  Nations  of  whom  I have  one  Chief  with  me,  and  the 
htmefit  of  getting  them  to  assist  in  the  War.  I farther  ac- 
quainted Your  Grace  of  what  I thought  necessary  for  the 
tlefence  of  Carolina  and  Georgia  from  the  Experience  gath- 
ered by  near  ten  years  spent  in  those  Provinces  as  well  as 
from  the  etforts  of  a Spanish  Invasion  of  much  larger  Force 
than  that  Enemy  can  now  make.  I have  received  no  Answer 
to  those  Proposals  but  hear  that  measures  entirely  opposite 
are  to  be  pursued  and  which  I think  would  be  detrimental 
and  can  be  proved  to  be  of  no  manner  of  service  but  a useless 
Expence. 

I have  received  the  enclosed  Advices.  Your  Grace  will  be 
tlie  best  Judge  what  credit  to  give  to  them.  I have  the  Ship 
Success  which  mounts  upwards  of  Twenty  Guns  ready  to 
take  in  Stores  and  carry  over  the  Indian  Chief  who  can  raise 
Several  himdred  xndian  Warriours  if  Your  Grace  moves  His 
Majesty  that  in  time  we  might  have  Ailillery  and  Powder 
sent,  this  will  be  a proper  occasion.  Whatever  may  be  the 
Event  I have  not  in  any  shape  neglected  making  all  applica- 
tions, so  that  I cannot  be  blamed  for  any  Loss  that  may 
h;i])pen. 

I am 
My  Lord 

with  profound  respect 

Your  Grace’s  most 
olualitmt  liuinbh' 

Jam ks  Og lethorpe. 

24th  August  1744. 

His  Grace  Duke  of  Newcastle. 


156 


LETTERS  FROM  GENERAL  OGLETHORPE. 


P.  S.  I find  bv  the  Enclosed  the  Letters  I sent  to  Geor^nu 
were  not  received  and  I hear  from  other  Hands  that  some 
were  Intercepted  at  Charles  Town. 

I MTote  to  the  Secretary  at  AYar  the  enclosed  Letter  upon 
which  he  told  me  to  acquaint  ATour  Grace  it  was  properly  in 
Youi’  Province,  I therefore  enclose  the  whole  to  Your  Gracv. 
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SIR  JAMES  WRIGHT  TO  EARL  OF  HAETMOUTHA 

20  December  1773. 

Savannah  in  Georgia  the  20*^  Dec.  1773.f 

8. 

My  Lord, 

I have  now  the  Honor  to  Transmit  Your  Lordship  my 
Iteport  in  Answer  to  the  several  Queries  Relative  to  the  State 
of  this  ProGnce,  in  which  I have  not  Attempted  a Pompous 
desciiption  or  Account  of  the  Country  . Arc.  but  Conlind 
myself  to  the  more  Substantial  A Material  Facts  Avhich  fi’om 
the  best  Informations  I have  been  able  to  obtain,  and  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  A Judgement  I have  Truly  Stated, 
:utd  hope  the  same  will  prove  Agreeable  to  His  Majesty’s 
lioyal  intention,  and  a Satisfactory  Account  of  the  Present 
State  of  things  in  this  Province. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Great  deference 
My  Lord  your  Lordships 

Most  obhg’d  A most  obed^  Serv** 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth 
Ac  Ac  A'c. 


* P.  R.  0.  .Vm.  .V  W.  1ml.  vol. 


t R.  •Jith  Fel).  1774. 
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EEPORT  OF  SIR  JAMES  WRIGHT  ON  THE  CON- 
DITION OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  GEORGIA,  ON 
20TH  SEPT.  1773.^ 

t Answers  to  tlie  Heads  of  Inquiiy  relative  to  tlie  present 
State  and  Condition  of  the  Province  of  Georgia  in  obedience 
to  His  Commands  signilied  by  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth 

His  Maj‘^‘®  Principal  Secretary  of  State  and  received  the 
Foui’teenth  of  September  1773. 

Answer  to  the  lirst  Querie. 

The  Province  of  Georgia  is  situated  to  the  Southward  of 
South  Carolina  upon  the  River  Savanah  which  is  the  North 
Boundary  of  the  Province  and  extends  Southwardly  as  far 
as  the  River  St.  Mary  which  is  the  South  Boundary  between 
Georgia  and  East  Florida.  Tybee  Inlet  at  the  entrance 
of  Savanah  River  lyes  in  the  latitude  of  thirty  one  and  tifty 
five  North  Lat : and  Longitude  of  Eighty  West  fi-oin  London 
and  Cumberland  Sound  or  the  Inlet  at  the  Entrance  of  St. 
Mary’s  is  computed  to  be  an  hmidred  Miles  South  of  Tybee 
Inlet  and  in  the  longitude  of  80  West  from  London. 

The  Lands  in  general  on  the  Sea  Coast  are  low  A flat  and 
rise  gi’adually  as  you  go  back  into  the  Country,  but  no 
remarkable  Hills  till  you  get  back  Westerly  or  West  and  be 
South  a])out  100  miles  from  Savanah  when  you  come  to  very 
hilly  stony  ground.  The  Nearest  Mountain  is  at  Chote  a 
Cherokee  Town  al)out  45  Miles  al)ove  the  Indian  Boundary 
Line,  settled  at  the  Congress  held  with  the  Cherokees  and 
Creeks  on  the  third  of  June  last  And  the  Blue  or  Ap|)elachee 
Mountains  are  supposed  to  be  about  55  miles  beyond  Chote. 
The  soil  u]M)n  all  tlie  Rivers  and  m the  swamps  is  strong 
rich  and  fertile  and  in  gemu'al  has  a black  or  loamy  im^uld 
;it  the  to})  with  a rich  blue  clay  underneath  but  these  lands 
are  intermixed  with  very  huge  ridges  of  Pine  Barn'ii  Land 
and  not  worth  cultivation  which  grt'atly  inquah's  tin*  .stltling 
of  the  Province  and  often  occasions  tlu'  IMantations  to  be  at 
a very  eonsidcrablo  distauci*  from  each  otlu'r. 

* H.  i>.«i  t to  tlio  harl  of  I inrtiiiontti  on  Suinlry  gin  rirs  t»«*nt  nu>.  Ja. 

|lu  Sir  Janu’s  Writitit’s  tNu.  s.i  of  -ioth  D«rr.  lT7;t.| 

t 1*.  U.  O.  Am.  .SL;  W.  Iml.  No. 
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The  Climate  in  point  of  health  is  by  no  means  bad,  in  the 
fall  of  the  year  there  often  is  mtermitting  Fevers  with  Agnes 
uiid  sometimes  stubborn  and  putrid  Fevers  and  in  tlie  "Winter 
Si‘ason  Pleurisies  Peripneumonies  and  other  disorders  com- 
mon in  all  these  Country s.  In  January,  February  and  March 
common  "Winter  "W^eather  and  sometimes  intensely  cold  and 
the  Mercury"  in  the  Thermometer  has  been  down  at  20,  but 
usually  from  25  to  30.  From  the  latter  end  of  Mareh  to  the 
end  of  May  very  pleasant  agi’eeable  clear  weather.  From 
the  end  of  May  to  the  end  of  September  clear  weather  but 
excessively  hot  and  often  close  and  sultry  for  as  the  To^tl  is 
settled  up  Savanah  Piver  about  15  miles  from  the  sea  we 
have  no  sea  breezes,  the  Thermometer  in  the  Summer  months 
rises  to  92  and  very  seldom  higher  but  usually  fi-om  80  to  92 
and  during  these  months  Squals  of  "Wind  and  Pain  are  very 
common,  with  sharp  thunder  arrd  lightening.  From  the  end 
of  September  to  the  end  of  December  is  generally  very 
pheasant  clear  cool  weather.  We  have  no  constant  or 
])eriodical  rainey  seasons,  tho  often  more  in  July  and  August 
than  at  other  times. 

The  Latitude  . and  Longitude  of  Tybee  Inlet  has  been 
settled  by  good  obserwations  by  his  Majesty’s  Surveyor 
Cfeneral  of  this  Province  and  East  Florida,  as  weU  as  by 
^1‘veral  other  persons. 

Answer  to  the  Second  Query. 

Tire  present  Boundaries  of  this  Province  are  North  on  the 
most  Northern  stream  of  Savanah  Piver  as  far  as  the  Head 
<*f  the  said  Piver  and  from  thence  Westward  as  far  as  his 
Majesty’s  Territoiies  extend,  on  the  East  by  the  Sea  Coast, 
from  the  said  Piver  Savanah  to  the  most  Southern  stream 
the  Piver  St.  Mary,  including  all  islands  within  twenty 
i'‘.igU(‘s  of  the  coast  lying  between  the  said  Pivers  Savanah 
and  St.  Mary  And  on  the  South  by  the  said  Piver  St.  Mary 
as  far  as  the  head  thereof  and  from  thence  Westward  as  far 
->s  His  ]\I;ijesty’s  Tt'rritoih's  extimd  by  the  North  Bouinlarv 
hiur  of  Jhast  and  West  I'lorida.  Our  j)ri'S(uit  Indian 
boundary  Ijiiit‘  bt‘tw(HUi  Savanah  Piver  and  Ogiadiee  Piver 
**xtt‘iuls  back  from  tht‘  Siai  Coast  including  tlu‘  Iatt‘  cctled 
Lands  about  230  3Iiles  in  a strait  Line.  But  the  Lower 
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Boumlary  Line  cross  from  Ogecliee  to  the  Alatamalia  on 
Ogechee  Liver,  I believe  does  not  exceed  110  iNliles.  At  tin 
Alatamaha  Liver  not  above  70  Miles  and  at  St.  Maiy’s  Li\ n- 
I suppose  not  above  45  or  50  Miles  from  the  Sea. 

I don’t  know  that  there  is  any  doubt  or  dispute  at  present 
about  oiu’  Boimdaries  either  with  the  adjoining  Provinces  or 
with  the  Indians. 

Answer  to  the  third  Quere. 

The  extent  of  the  Province  along  the  Front  or  Sea  Coast 
from  Savanah  Liver  to  St.  Mary’s  Liver  is  computed  to  b<- 
about  one  hundred  Miles  as  the  Coast  lyes,  but  less  in  a 
direct  line  from  Tybee  Inlet.  The  distance  back  up  Savanah 
Liver  and  from  the  head  of  St.  Mary’s  Liver  is  as  far  as  His 
Majesty’s  Tenltories  extend  wliich  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
determme,  but  the  size  and  extent  within  the  Boundary  Lines 
settled  with  the  Indians  is  as  above  and  has  been  computed 
by  His  Maj*-'®  Surveyor  General  to  contain  about  6,695,4*2!! 
Acres,  as  follows  Yiz^  = Amount  of  Lands  ceded  in  the  time 
of  the  Trustees  to  General  Oglethorpe  1,152,000  Acres. 

Additional  Cession  to  me  at  the  CongTess  in  November 
1763,  2,408,800  Acres. 

Addition  made  by  the  extension  of  this  Province  fr-oni  tlie 
Liver  Alatamaha  to  the  Liver  St.  Mary  computed  at  998,400 
Acres. 

Additional  Cession  20,000  Acres  in  1766. 

x4dditional  Cession  at  the  Congi’ess  held  at  Augusta  the 
third  of  June  1773—2,116,298  Acres. 

In  all  within  the  Indian  Boundary  Line  supposed  to  be 
6,695,429  Acres. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  with  any  precision  what  })art  of  the 
above  Lands  are  actually  cultivated  and  improved,  but  from 
the  best  calculation  tliat  can  be  made,  there  is  not  less  than 
fourteen  hundred  settlements  or  Plantations  containing  dif- 
ferent (Juantitys  of  Improved  Lands  in  the  whole  not  more 
than  120,000  acres.  And  here  I must  observe  that  on  tlu’ 
wlioh‘  (luaiitity  of  93,1)00  Acres  of  Land  granted  to  tin'  In- 
habitants  of  South  Carolina  in  1763,  tlun'i'  is  not  abovt‘  three 
or  four  Setth'iinuits  at  tin'  most,  just  as  1 wrote  tln>  Lords  of 
Trade  in  the  year  17(73  I was  sure  would  be  the  case. 
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The  Titles  to  about  140,015  Acres  are  held  under  the 
Trustees  originally  nominated  for  settling  this  Colony.. 
There  is  one  Barony  of  12,000  Acres  held  or  claimed  under 
H Patent  fi’om  the  late  Lords  Proprietors  of  the  Province  of 
South  Carolina.  And  the  above  93,000  Acres  under  Grants 
from  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina  as  aforesaid  And  all 
the  rest  are  held  under  Grants  from  his  late  and  present 
Majesty  witnessed  by  the  respective  Governors  of  this 
Province.  And  here  I must  beg  leave  to  observe  that  by  a 
report  made  to  me  by  his  Majesty’s  Surveyor  General  in  June 
1765  which  I transmitted  to  the  Board  of  Trade  he  deemed 
P’’’'  parts  of  the  Lands  not  then  gi-anted  to  be  Pine  Barren 
and  bad  Lands,  and  I really  believe  he  may  be  right  in  liis 
calculation.  The  Quality  and  Proportion  of  the  good  and 
bad  Lands  contained  in  the  late  Cession  from  the  Beports 
made  to  me  by  many  and  fr’om  my  own  Observation  on  my 
late  Tour  thro  the  gi’eatest  part  of  it  Judge  to  be  at  least 
if  not  three  parts  of  it  very  fine  Land. 

Answer  to  the  Fom-th  Quere. 

The  Piincipal  Eivers  are  Savanah  Kiver,  which  extends 
back  into  the  Country  a North  west  and  Northerly  course  to 
Augusta  about  three  hundred  miles,  altho  by  Land  not  above 
140.  And  above  Augusta  it  extends  above  200  Miles  into  the 
Cherokee  Country  and  is  said  to  interlock  with  the  Tanassee 
River  a Branch  from  the  Ohio,  but  does  not  join  it,  pretty 
large  Trading  Boats  go  to  Augusta,  but  no  large  Boats  can 
go  above  that  on  account  of  a ridge  of  rocks  and  untill  they 
are  removed,  it  is  only  naGgable  for  Canoes.  Great  Ogechee 
River  the  mouth  of  which  is  about  twenty  Miles  to  the 
Southward  of  Savanah  River.  This  is  a very  fine  River,  is 
at  present  navigable  for  Vessels  of  150  Tons  about  30  Miles 
and  for  small  Craft  and  Boats  about  70  ^liles  and  by  opening 
some  Ridges  and  Sto})pages  may  be  navigable  for  Boats  a 
great  way  further  up  And  extends  in  the  whole  about  170 
.^liles  back  from  th(‘  St-a  Coast,  that  is  in  a Strait  I.ine  by 
l-.and,  but  may  be  ;U)0  by  wat('r. 

Metlway  Ui\er  about  niiu'  or  ten  miles  to  the  Southward 
of  Gi**at  Ogeclua*  Uiver  on  which  stands  tlu‘  Town  of  Sun- 
11 
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is^ifi.rrou  wliicli  is  a Sea  Port,  this  Pviver  does  not  ox- 

Low^\\^iteJ  tend  above  eight  or  ten  Miles  into  the  C(nintry  above 
Ti'des"aud  the  Towii  aiid  then  nins  into  creeks.  It  is  a vci  v 
good  Lilet  and  carrys  15  feet  xvater  up  to  the  Town, 
mouses’?  which  is  about  twelve  miles  from  the  Sea. 

Sapeloe  Piver  is  about  eighteen  miles  to  the  Southward  of 
Medway  and  is  a very  fine  Iidet  but  does  not  extend  many 
miles  back  into  the  Country. 

The  Alatamaha  Kiver  lyes  about  Ten  miles  S'*  of  Sapeloe 
is  a very  good  Iidet  with  fourteen  to  fifteen  feet  water  at  higli 
Water  Common  Tides,  and  when  in,  fi'om  three  to  six  fathom 
water,  and  extends  back  into  the  Country  in  a strait  Line  by 
Land  about  100  iMiles,  but  much  more  by  AVater.  AMien  it 
Forks — the  Xorth  Fork  or  Branch  of  which  is  call’d  Oconee 
Piver  and  the  South  Branch  is  Ccilld  Oakinul[)ee  Piver  and 
which  Branches  extend  a vast  way  into  the  Country  and 
turn  Southerly  towards  tlie  Creek  Nation.  The  next  Inlet  is 
St.  Simons  alamt  ten  miles  to  the  Southward  of  the  Alata- 
inaha  the  North  Braiu'h  from  which  runs  up  to  Frederica 
which  is  about  Ten  miles  from  the  Sea  and  where  General 
Oglethoi’])e’s  Pegimeiit  used  to  be  garrisoned,  this  Piver  has 
a Communication  with  the  Alatamaha  Piver  and  the  Naviga- 
tion up  to  the  Town  is  sufficient  for  a forty  gun  ship. 

The  South  Branch  or  Piver  from  St.  Simon’s  Inlet  runs  l»y 
the  Place  reserved  and  laid  out  for  a Town  by  the  name  t»f 
Bninswick.  Tliis  is  a most  pleasant  situation  on  liigh  land, 
lying  Ten  Miles  from  the  Sea  and  there  is  on  the  Bar  at  Low 
AVater  seventeen  feet  and  at  high  water  Common  Tides  about 
twenty  three  feet  and  which  de])th  it  carries  far  up  the  Piver 
all  along  l)v  the  intemhal  Town. 

There  is  a vast  Body  of  very  fine  Lands  on  the  Alatamaha 
Piver  Turtle  Piver  and  some  other  small  Pi  vers  or  C’reeks, 
and  I firndy  believe  that  within  thirty  Alih's,  say  fiftt'eii  ndles 
on  each  side  and  twt'uty  miles  back  from  this  place,  there  is 
Pice  Land  enough  if  ])r(,)pm-ly  settled  and  im])rovt‘d  to  make 
1()(),()I)0  baJ'i  els  of  Hire,  and  as  this  Spot  is  ^ rry  near  tin 
Center  of  tlu'  Frovima‘  on  tlie  Sea  ('oast  I eonceivt'  in  proct'ss 
of  tinn‘,  it  will  beeonn'  a considera bli‘  ^kown. 

Little  Satilla  Pivm'  Iy('s  about  eight  mih's  to  the  Southwanl 
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of  Turtle  River  and  is  of  no  great  extent,  a salt  water  River 
and  nins  back  about  thirty  miles. 

Great  Satilla  River  lyes  about  Ten  Miles  to  the  Southward 
of  Little  Satilla  and  runs  back  about  one  hundred  miles  and 
lias  a great  deal  of  very  good  land  on  its  Banks  and  the  Tide 
ebbs  and  Hows  about  seventy  miles. 

Crooked  River  lyes  about  Ten  Miles  to  the  Southward  of 
Great  Satilla  River  and  does  not  extend  far  back— is  a Salt 
Water  River  of  little  or  no  consequence  but  that  of  Water 
carriage  to  the  Plantations  which  may  be  settled  upon  it. 
And  St.  Marys  River  lyes  about  Five  Miles  to  the  Southward 
of  Crooked  River  and  has  very  good  navigation.  The  Bar  is 
at  the  Inlet  by  Cumberland  Island  is  an  exceeding  good  and 
safe  Bar  and  has  seventeen  feet  water  at  high  water  common 
Tides  and  the  River  jcontinixes  to  be  deep  and  navigable  for 
large  Vessels  about  twenty  miles  and  may  be  for  small  Craft 
and  Boats  much  further,  but  as  this  River  is  at  the  exti’eam 
paid  of  the  Province  and  we  have  no  Settlements  above  forty 
miles  in  a direct  hne  from  the  Sea  it  is  not  so  well  known  as 
many  of  the  other  Rivers  but  it  is  said  to  how^  about  Eighty 
Miles.  And  here  I must  remark  that  the  Courses  of  all  the 
Principal  Rivers  is  from  West  to  North  West,  but  this  River 
after  you  get  about  Seventy  or  Eighty  Miles  uj3  turns 
Southerly.  About  live  miles  up  the  River  I have  made  a 
Reserve  of  four  hundred  Acres  of  Land  for  a Tovti  if  at  any 
time  hereafter  it  may  be  thought  expedient  to  settle  one,  it  is 
a small  Blulf,  at  which  at  Low  Water  there  is  fifteen  feet 
water  and  in  the  bed  of  the  River  from  three  to  five  fathom, 
this  I saw  sounded  myself. 

Answer  to  the  fifth  Quere. 

The  Principal  Harbours  are  Savanah  on  the  Bar  of  which 
call’d  Tybee  there  is  three  fathoms  and  a half  water  at  low 
^'at(>r  or  better.  And  up  the  River  to  the  Town,  there  is  in 
;..''*m*nil  about  thirteen  feet  water  at  high  Water  common 
lydes,  but  there  being  three  sand  banks  in  different  Places 
di*Trfort‘  ;it  ])res(‘iit  and  untill  tlu'v  are  removed  Vt'ssels  at 
tin'  Town  do  not  load  deepi'r  than  from  tw(*lve  to  thirtm'U 
I'  ct  and  tlien  are  obligi'd  to  fall  down  to  Cockspiir  t(»  take  in 
dir  ivs^t  of  their  loading.  But  for*  a more  circumstantial 
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account  of  this  Inlet  I beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  Inclosed 
sketch  mark’d  A No.  1. 

Tliere  is  at  present  no  other  Port  in  this  Provmce  but  8a- 
vauah  and  Sunbury,  the  situation  of  which  and  depth  of 
water  I have  mentioned  ui  my  answer  next  preceding.  But 
when  the  Country  increases  a little  more  and  Settlements  arc 
made  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Brunswick  that  will  certainlv 
be  the  most  convenient  in  point  of  Navigation  Aca.  Aca.  Aca. 

There  is  very  safe  and  good  anchorage  at  all  these  places. 

Answer  to  the  Sixth  Quere. 

Since  the  Surrender  of  the  Charter  by  the  Tnistees  the 
Constitution  of  tliis  Government  is  established  by  and  de- 
pends upon  his  Majesty’s  CV)nimission  and  Instmctions  to  his 
Governor,  l)y  which,  he  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council 
and  the  House  of  A.■^send)ly  (to  consist  of  a certain  number 
to  be  elected  by  the  Freeholders  as  tlieir  Bepresentativesi  or 
the  Major  part  of  them  is  empowered  to  make  Laws,  Statute 
and  Ordinances  for  the  Public  Peace  Wellfare  and  good  Gov- 
eninient  of  the  Province  and  the  Inhabitants  thereof,  whic-li 
Laws  Aca.  are  not  to  be  repugnant  but  as  near  as  may  be 
agi*eeable  to  the  Laws  and  Statutes  of  Great  Britian.  And 
the  Governor  as  his  Majesty’s  Bepresentative  and  the  otlier 
Branches  of  tlie  Legislature  are  presumed  to  be  an  E])itonie 
of  the  Parliamentary  Constitution  of  Great  Britain.  And 
here  I must  beg  leave  to  observe  that  the  right  of  the 
Council  to  sit  as  an  Ci)per  House  being  now  denied  in  the 
Neighbouring  Province,  much  will  dej)end  on  His  Maje.sty'.'' 
determination  on  that  matter  and  if  it  be  against  that  riglit 
I am  very  a])prehensive  that  disagreeable  consecjuences  may 
attend  it. 

There  is  a C’ourt  of  Cdiancery  and  a Court  of  Generid  and 
Common  Pleas,  also  a Court  of  St‘ssions  or  Oytu*  and  Term- 
iner and  Geiun’al  Gaol  Delivery.  The  Buh's  and  Mtdhod  <>t 
Proceeding  in  all  which,  are  as  lu'ar  as  may  be,  agreeabh*  to 
those  in  use  and  practice  in  His  Majesty's  Sevei-al  Courts  in 
Gi‘eat  Britain. 

Answt'rs  to  th(‘  seumth  and  ('ighth  (^)iu‘ies,  as  they  in  soim 
degrcH*  seem  cniilK'ctt'd. 

The  Trade  of  this  Provinct‘  is  principally  with  Great 
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liritiiin  from  whence  we  are  snpplved  with  Liimens  and 
Woolens  of  all  Sorts,  Ironware  of  all  sorts  Hats,  Shoes, 
Stockings  and  all  sorts  of  Apparel.  Tea,  Paper,  Paints  and 
a gi-eat  variety  of  other  articles ; and  altho’  the  Negroes  are 
brought  here  immediately  from  Africa,  vet  the  Returns  in 
payment  for  them  are  made  to  Great  Britain,  so  that  that 
may  also  be  deemed  as  a part  of  our  Trade  with  Great 
Britain,  to  which  place  we  export  Deer  skins.  Rice  Indico 
Naval  Stores  and  Sundry  other  Articles.  The  annual  amount 
of  our  Im])oi-ts  from  Great  Britain  is  comjmted  at  £76.322 
on  an  average  for  three  years  past  besides  the  NegToes  im- 
ported which  in  the  last  year  amounted  to  twenty  thousand 
pounds.  And  our  Exports  to  Great  Britain  only  in  the  year 
1772  amounted  to  £68.688.10.2  sterling.  And  be.sides  this  we 
art;  supplyed  with  Rum  and  Sugar  from  the  West  Indies  and 
also  \Gth  Rum  Flour  and  Biscuit  and  other  Provisions  Aca. 
from  the  Northern  Colonys.  To  the  West  Indies  we  send 
Rice,  Com,  Pease,  Lumber,  Shingles,  Cattle,  Horses  and  Live 
Stock  also  Barrelled  Beef  and  Pork.  But  .the  Noilhern 
Trade  is  an  injurious  trade  as  they  take  of  but  little  of  our 
j»roduce  and  drain  us  of  every  trifle  of  Gold  A Silver  that 
is  brought  here,  by  giving  a pri(‘e  for  Guineas,  Moidores 
•Tohannes’s  Pistols  A'  Dollars  far  al)ove  their  real  and  intrinsic 
value,  so  that  we  can  never  keep  any  amongst  us.  There  is 
hrlonging  to  this  Province  that  is  owmal  and  part  owned 
licre,  live  ships,  one  snow  seven  Brigantines,  thirteen  sloops 
and  schooners  and  ten  coasting  vessels,  in  all  to  the  amount 
of  nineteen  hundred  and  nimdy  tons  and  trading  Boats  that 
go  up  our  Rivers  and  to  which  may  belong  about  Two  hun- 
<lred  and  twelve  seafaring  iiK'ii.  And  we  have  entered  and 
cleared  at  the  Custom  House  in  the  Port  of  Savanah  for  the 
last  year  one  hundred  and  sixty  one  sail  of  Vess(>ls  of  ditfer- 

* lit  sorts  and  at  Sunbury  fifty  six,  in  tlu‘  whoh'  two  hundred 
and  seventeen,  the  Tonnage- of  which  is  computed  at  12,121 
I'ons,  and  in  all  which  Vi'ssi'ls  tluav  may  be  em])lo^•M  st'ven- 

'11  hundred  seafaring  men.  In  tin*  yi'ar  17()1  we  only 

* ntenal  and  cleared  in  the  whoh‘  Ih'ovincc'  forty  five  vesst'ls, 
dif  whole  Tonnag(‘  of  which  amounted  only  to  1604  Tons 
fioiii  which  the  incnaise  of  the  Traih'  and  Produce  of  this 
Province  .suice  that  time  is  most  evident. 
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Answer  to  tlie  Ninth  Quere. 

For  this  1 must  refer  to  the  account  and  Report  made  to 
me  bj  the  Custom  House  Officers  for  this  Port  and  here^vitii 
transmitted,  B.  No.  2. 

Answer  to  the  Tenth  Quere. 

The  Methods  are  by  taking  care  that  the  Custom  Houso 
Officers  do  theii-  duty,  that  the  Master  of  every  Vessel  imme- 
diately on  his  arrival  waits  on  the  Governor  ^Gth  his  Manifest 
and  then  goes  directly  to  the  Custom  House  When  the  Officers 
send  a Waiter  on  board  who  stays  till  the  ship  is  unloaded, 
and  in  general  the  Laws  of  Trade  and  NaHgation  are  as 
duely  and  regularly  attended  to  and  observed  as  it  is  possible 
to  do.  This  is  the  method  observed  at  the  Port  of  Savanali 
and  at  Sunbury  the  Capt.  goes  immediately  to  the  Collector 
who  observ^es  the  same  method  as  at  Savanah  and  upon  tlie 
whole  I beheve  there  is  very  little  contraband  Trade  or 
smugghng  carried  on  here,  there  may  be  some,  but  I believt* 
of  no  great  consecpience  and  as  the  Province  and  People 
increase  illicit  Trade  may  also,  and  they  have  gi'eat  oppor- 
tunity as  the  Ports  are  not  immediately  on  the  Sea  Coast 
and  there  are  many  Rivers  and  Inlets  into  which  Vessels  may 
run  and  land  goods  before  they  come  in  sight  of  the  Towns. 
The  Custom  House  Officers  at  Savanah  have  complained  to 
me  that  the  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  will  not  allow 
them  a Boat  and  hands  and  that  if  they  were  to  hear  of  any 
illicit  Trade  or  Landing  of  Goods  at  any  Inlet  or  in  any 
Creek  &c.  before  they  could  get  a boat  and  hands,  it  woukl 
be  too  late  to  detect  and  seize  them.  Wherefore  I should 
suppose,  such  Trade  if  attempted  might  be  more  effectually 
prevented  if  a Custom  House  boat  was  allowed.  And  as  tin* 
Officers  have  returned  me  what  they  call  a Political  Rei)ort 
or  Estimate  of  Loss  to  the  Revenue  by  illicit  Trade  I think 
it  my  duty  to  transmit  it,  altho’  I look  upon  the  same  to  be 
chimerical  and  very  erroneous.  See  C No.  3. 

Answer  to  the  eleventh  Qiuu-e. 

The  Staple  Comniotlitys  are  Rice,  Indic('»,  Deer  Skins,  Ra^^ 
Silk,  Pitch,  Tar,  Turpentine,  Beef,  Pork,  Indian  Corn,  Pt  aM*. 
Tobacco,  Staves,  Shingles,  Lumber  of  all  Sorts,  and  we  ha\e 
a great  dt*al  of  tine  livt‘  oak  for  vShip-Piiildij.'g  and  Hemp  n'iH 
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very  M'ell,  Imt  little  is  planteJ  as  yet.  And  besides 
these,  C’attle,  Horses  and  live  stock  is  exported  to  the  West 
Indites.  And  also  Bees  Wax,  Bt'aver  Skins  Aca.  A"ca.  The 
amount  of  the  whole  Exports  annually  for  five  j ears  past  on 
an  Average  is  £101,240  Sterling. 

Answer  t(’>  the  Twelfth  Quere. 

I know  of  no  Mines  discovered  or  opened,  but  I should 
rather  suppose  in  the  back  aiul  mountainous  parts  of  the 
Province,  there  must  be  mines  of  some  sort  or  other  And  on 
my  late  Tour  I discovered  a great  Quantity  of  extraordinary 
fine  Iron  ore — I believe  of  the  Bic-hest  and  best  quality. 

Answer  to  the  thirteiaith  (Juere. 

I suppose  the  number  of  Whites,  ^len,  Women  and  Chil- 
dren in  the  whole  Province  niay  l>e  eighteen  thousand  and 
upwards.  And  the  number  of  Blacks  is  computed  at  fifteen 
thousand. 

Answer  to  the  Fourteenth  (^uere. 

In  the  year  1761  the  whole  Number  of  AVhite  Inhabitants 
amounted  to  no  more  than  six  thousand  one  hundred.  The 
Increase  therefore  since  that  time  is  eleven  thousand  nine 
hundred.  The  Reast^ns  of  this  Increase  are  principally  the 
great  inducement  people  have  had  to  come  and  settle  in  a 
ProHnce,  where  they  could  get  fi-esh  and  good  Lands  at  a 
moderate  piice  and  ])lenty  of  good  range  for  Cattle  Horses 
and  Hogs  and  where, they  ^^'ill  not  be  so  much  pent  up  and 
confined  as  in  thick  settk'd  Countrys. 

Answer  to  the  fifteenth  (^uere. 

The  number  of  ^lilitia  say  effective  white  men  from  sixteen 
to  sixty  years  of  age,  according  to  the  several  Returns,  made 
to  me  lately  by  the  Otficers  amount  to  two  thousand  eight 
hundi-ed  and  twenty  eight  in  the  whole  Province  And  the 
Otficers  are  all  commissioned  by  the  (Governor,  and  obliged 
by  the  La^f  of  the  Province  to  furnish  and  pnn  ide  themselves 
with  arms,  ammunition  and  accoutrements  of  every  kind  and 
to  muster  and  ext'rc-ise  six  times  in  the  year  and  as  nuudi 
ottiit'r  as  the  CloVt'inor  may  order  and  tlirc'ct.  And  tlu‘  (lov- 
‘•rnor  is  empow(‘r(‘d  to  ordm*  them  out  as  occasion  may 
i>*(piire  to  rep(41  all  Emmiit's,  Invasions,  Insurrections,  Re- 
bt‘lli()iis,  A*'-  For  a mort*  particular  account  of  which  I b<‘g 
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leave  to  refer  to  the  Militia  Law  at  large  which  I assented 
on  the  twenty  ninth  day  of  September  last  and  which  is 
preparmg  to  transmit  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  Plantation,-,. 

Answer  to  the  Sixteenth  Quere. 

The  Forts  are  as  follows  Yiz^:  Fort  George  on  the  Island 
of  Cockspnr  opposite  to  Tybee  Island  being  at  the  entrain-.' 
of  the  Eiver  Savanah  and  a very  necessary  post  as  it  is  tin- 
Key  to  our  Poid  and  may  command  aU  Vessels  that  come  in 
or  go  out;  Enforce  due  obedience  to  the  Laws  of  Trade  and 
our  Provincial  Laws  And  in  case  of  ’War  prevent  Eneinit  - 
Privateers  from  cuting  out  and  carr^dng  off  our  shipping  <n- 
from  coming  up  the  Eiver  to  plunder  This  Fort  wa> 

built  in  the  Year  1762  being  mud  walls  faced  Avith  Palmettor 
Trees,  but  is  noAv  almost  in  ruins  for  as  it  stands  on  a point 
of  Land  exposed  to  the  Easterly  winds  from  the  Sea,  it  is 
\ery  lyable  to  suffer  by  the  sea  beating  and  washing  against 
it  wdien  there  is  strong  Easterly  Winds.  On  the  inside  is  a 
Caponiere  Avhich  serves  for  Officers  Apartments  and,  in  lim 
of  BaiTacks,  it  used  to  be  gamsoned  by  an  Officer  and  l\ni 
INIen  but  noAv  as  it’s  almost  in  ruins  there  is  only  an  Offirt-r 
and  three  Men  just  to  make  Signals  Ac^-  I look  upon  thi^ 
Fold  or  having  a proper  Fort  at  this  Place  to  be  of  the  utmost 
consequence  and  shall  propose  building  a neAv  Fort  of  Tabl)\ , 
but  as  our  property  is  yet  small  and  our  Taxes  pretty  high,  I 
doubt  much  whether  the  Province  can  afford  to  go  to  tin* 
expence  of  building  a Proper  Fort.  I am  well  informed  Hint 
in  South  Carolina  the  Capt.  of  Fort  Johnson  (which  is  near 
the  Entrance  of  the  Harbour  and  ansAvers  the  same  puqiost-s 
that  Fold  George  is  intended  to  do)  is  paid  Tavo  himdred 
pounds  sterling  per  annum  by  His  Majesty  out  of  the  Quit 
Eents  and  if  His  Majesty  Avould  be  graciously  pleased  to 
permit  that  to  be  done  here,  it  Avould  be  a great  encourag<“- 
ment  and  inducement  to  the  Legislature  to  raisetand  grant 
money  for  building  a iicav  Fort. 

Fort  Halifax  in  the  Toavii  of  Savanah  built  in  the  Years 
1759  and  1760  made  of  Plank  till'd  in  Avith  Earth  ami  four 
Caponiers,  one  at  each  Corner,  this  is  totally  down,  exerpt 
two 'of  the  Caponiers  A imh‘cd  Avonld  lu'  of  little  um*. 

Fort  Frederick  at  Frederica  built  liy  General  ( )ghdhor[‘e 
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w hen  he  had  a Regiment  there.  There  is  still  some  Remains 
of  good  Taliby  IValls  <fcc^  but  there  has  been  no  men  there 
since  the  Independent  Company  were  broke  in  the  Year  1767^ 
And  is  now  going  to  decay  very  fast. 

Fort  Augusta,  in  the  Town  of  Augusta  built  with  three 
inch  plank  but  now  going  to  decay,  there  having  been  no  men 
or  garrison  kept  there  since  April  1767  when  the  Rangers  in 
tliis  Province  were  broke. 

Foil  Bamngton  on  the  Alatamaha  River  a large  Capoinere 
inclosed  round  with  Punchions,  not  gamsoned  since  the 
Rangers  were  broke  and  now  going  fast  to  decay. 

Answer  to  the  Seventeenth  and  Eighteenth  Queres  which 
seem  to  be  connected. 

The  several  Nations  of  Indians  in  this  Province  and  in  the 
adjacent  parts  or  neighborhood  are  the  Chactaws  Creeks, 
Chickesaws,  Cherokees,  and  Catawbas.  The  Chactaws  from 
the  best  account  consist  of  about  two  thousand  five  hundred 
Gim  men  or  Electives  and  as  it  is  generally  calculated  that 
niiiongst  the  Incbans,  their  Women  and  Children  do  not  ex- 
ct*ed  two  to  one  man  or  fr*om  to  two  to  three  therefore  I reckon 
tliem  at  two  to  one.  Say  7500. 

The  Creeks  have  four  thousand  Eliective  or  Gun  Men  and 
consequently  the  whole  may  amount  to  twelve  thousand. 

The  Chickesaws  have  four  hundred  and  fifW  Eliective  or 
(hui  Men  A may  in  the  Avliole  amount  to  thirteen  hundred  A 
fifty. 

The  C'hei-okees  have  three  thousand  Gun  men  and  in  the 
^^hole  may  imount  to  nine  thousand. 

The  Cati  vbas  are  a small  parcel  of  Lidians  and  I suppose 
don't  exceed  three  hundred  men  women  A children  But  as 
they  lye  on  the  borders  of  South  A North  Carolina  I can't 
be  certain  of  the  exact  number.  All  these  Nations  or  Tribes 
<»f  Indians  are  in  peace  A friendship  with  his  Majesty's  sid)- 
jects  in  this  and  the  adjoining  Provinces.  I tirmly  believe 
many  of  them  are  very  well  disposed  through  iiirfi/iufiwi  but 
< hirflij  l}n-(tn(fh  iitit  !\‘st  as  they  cannot  now  l)c  supphanl  with 
Anns,  Ammunition  and  Goods  from  the  French  ami  S[)an- 
J'Ods  as  formerly  and  have  no  resource  but  tin*  English  and 
tin  y Well  kiJo\\  tliat  a total  sto[)j)agt‘  of  the  Trade  with  them. 
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would  reduce  them  to  the  greatest  necessities,  they  see  w.- 
are  increasing  dayly  and  that  it  is  now  too  late  for  tht*m  t.. 
do  anything  effectual  against  the  white  people;  The  CretT- 
say  they  might  easily  break  up  and  niin  this  Province  an.} 
even  distress  the  Province  of  South  Carolina.  But  in  th. 
end,  it  would  turi]  to  their  own  ruin  likewise.  Consideration- 
of  this  sort  weigh  with  some  of  the  most  sensible  and  ] un- 
dent. But  I am  Avell  sjitistied  at  the  same  time  that  tlun  *- 
are  a gi-eat  many  amongst  them,  probal)ly  the  greatest  pai  t 
of  them  Avho  would,  and  are  disposed  to  proujote  a AVar  at 
all  Hazards  and  Events,  and  tliey  certainly  are  a most  ba>»* 
treacherous  people  and  in  whom  you  can  have  no  contidenc<- 
or  dependence.  I now  speak  cliiefly  of  the  Creeks.  Tin- 
Cherokees  I think  are  half  a Century  before  the  Creeks, 
they  are  nmch  more  civilized  and  I believe  better  disposed 
yet  still  they  are  Savages.  The  Chactaws  &:  Chickesaws  are 
at  so  gi’eat  a distance  and  our  intercourse  so  little  and  seldom 
that  I can’t  take  upon  me  to  say  any  thing  of  them  fi-om  in\ 
owm  knowledge. 

Answer  to  the  Nineteenth  (^uere. 

The  Beveime  arising  within  this  Government  is  the  King''^ 
Quit  Bents,  And  what  is  raised  annually  by  a Tax  on  Houses. 
Lands,  Negi-oes,  Money  at  interest,  Stock  in  Trade  and  some 
other  small  articles.  Also  by  a Duty  on  Bum  Ac**  from  tlie 
West  Indies  A Northern  Colonys. 

And  the  Bevenue  raised  by  the  Province  is  applyed 
towards  the  su])port  of  Government — Xiy/-  To  defray  tlie 
expence  <f  holding  the  General  Courts  and  other  Article" 
as  a])pea'j  by  Copys  of  two  last  Estimates  made  out  by  m*’ 
and  herewith  transmitted,  one  for  the  Year  1770  and  tli<‘ 
other  for  the  year  1778  which  is  in  fact  for  three  years  or  in 
part  for  three  years  as  there  was  no  Tax  raised  in  1771  ami 
1772. 

The  Sum  raised  for  the  Year  1700  was  three  thousand  ami 
forty  six  pounds  sixttM'ii  shillings  Sterling  and  raiscnl  aii'l 
a[)[)ro])riati“d  as  mmitioiu'd  in  the  Tax  Law  for  that  A ear. 
transmitted  to  the  Boaid  of  Tiad(‘. 

The  Sum  rai.sed  for  tlu*  Year  1770  was  three  thousand  thn 
huiidrt'd  ami  fifty  live  Pounds  nine  shillings  and  one  fartliing 
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>tprling  and  raised  & appropriated  as  mentioned  in  the  Tax 
Lfiw  for  that  Year,  transmitted  to  the  of  Trade. 

The  Sum  raised  for  the  Year  1773  is  Five  thousand  one 
hundred  and  twenty  one  Pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  ten 
ptMioe  halfpenny  steii:  and  raised  & appropriated  as  men- 
tioned in  the  Tax  Bill  for  this  Year  assented  to  by  me  the 
twenty  ninth  day  of  September  last  and  which  will  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Board  of  Trade  as  soon  as  the  Laws  can  be 
copyed  and  got  ready  And  to  all  which  I beg  leaye  to  refer 
for  a more  particular  account  of  these  matters  and  answer 
to  this  Quere.  But  here  I must  obserye  that  there  is  no 
standing  annual  Beyenue  but  the  Dutys  on  West  India  and 
other  Goods  and  on  Seasoned  Negroes,  and  the  Import  on 
Shipping,  all  the  other  part  of  the  Pieyenue  depends  on  the 
Tax  bill  which  is  past  annually  and  is  for  raising  more  or  less 
according  as  the  Exigencies  of  Goyernment  may  require 
Sometimes  for  Building  and  Eepairing  Forts,  a Court  House 
and  other  Public  Buildings  as  occasion  may  require.  N B. 
I supjmse  oui-  Annual  Tax  in  future  Ordinary  and  Extraor- 
dinary will  not  be  less  than  from  three  to  four  thousand 
pounds  SterP  pr  ann:  and  many  other  things  would  haye 
been  proHded  for  in  this  Year’s  Tax  had  it  not  been  swelled 
so  much  by  proHding  in  part  for  the  Expences  of  Three 
Vt'ars. 

Answer  to  the  Twentieth  Quere. 

The  Ordinary  Expences  of  Goyern^  will  appear  by  the 
INtimates  now  transmitted  and  those  annexed  to  the  three 
last  Tax  Bills  as  mentioned,  and  as  aboye  The  Extraordinary 
Ex])ences  of  Goyern*  are  casual  and  I humbly  conceiye  can- 
not be  knoym  till  they  happen,  But  I am  hopefull  next  year 
something  will  be  done  towards  building  a Fort  at  Cockspur, 
and  building  a Goal,  estaldishing  a nightly  Watch  in  the 
lown  of  Sayanah — And  which  last  will  then  I j)resume 
l“a-ome  a constant  annual  expence. 

Answer  to  tlie  Twenty  First  QiU're. 

d’lie  Civil  Establishnu'iits  are  the  Governor  appointed  by 
lli'^  Majesty — Salary  One  thousand  [)ounds  Sterling 
annum — Perquisites  on  an  average  for  three  Years  Three 
l'Undi-t*d  and  ninetetui  pounds  annum.  Se(*r<‘tary  James 
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Habersham,  Salary  one  liumlred  pounds  Steii"  ann: 
of  Otitice  three  hundred  tV  forty  one  pounds  And  Fees  to 
Ditto  on  Eecording  all  Deeds  and  Conveyances  as  dii'ectt  ti 
by  a Law  of  the  Province  amounts  to  ^ ann : one  hundivtl 
and  thirty  one  ])ounds  Sterling — Out  of  which  a Deputy  and 
Clerks  and  all  Expeiices  are  paid  by  him,  amounthig  to  thivr 
hundi’ed  A fifty  pounds  'p)  ann:  appointed  as  above. 

Anthony  Stokes  Chief  Justice,  Salary  Five  luiiub-ed  pounds 
Sterl"  aim: — Perquisites  or  Fees  of  Office  Five  hundred 

and  twenty  pounds  Sterling. 

Eeceiver  General  of  the  Quit  Kents,  S^  Patrick  Houstown 
Baronet,  Salary  One  hundred  pounds  Sterling  ann :,  Gros> 
Fees  of  Oifice  Seventy  one  pounds  ann:  Appointed  by  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury. 

Surveyor  General  Henry  Yonge,  Salary  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  SterP  "g  aim:.  Gross  Fees  of  Office  three  hun- 
di’ed  and  seventy  three  pounds  annum — Appointed  by  the 

Lords  of  the  Treasury. 

Attorney  General  Cdiarles  Pryce,  Salary  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  Sterling  annum — Fees  of  Office  on  Prosecu- 
tions and  every  kind  of  Busines  Two  hundi*ed  and  fifteen 
pounds  sterP  annum.  Appointed  in  obecbence  to  His 
Maj^*'’®  Koyal  Sign  Manual.  N B.  Mr.  Pryce  having  been 
some  time  in  England  by  leave  of  absence  from  His  Maj*'- 
James  Hume  acts  as  Attorney  General  by  Commission  fr'oin 
me  durmg  the  absence  of  Mr.  Piyce. 

The  Provost  Marshall  Samuel  Smith,  a])pointed  as  above. 
The  Patentee  resides  in  England  and  has  a Salary  of  om* 
hundred  pounds  sterP'  ann : — The  acting  Provost  ^Marshal 
who  does  the  busines  is  allowed  a Salary  by  the  Province 
of  tliiidy  pounds  Sterl:  ann:  for  attending  and  taking  all 

Elections,  Summoning  Jurys  Ac'*^  And  by  his  Account^ 
rendered  me  the  neat  proceials  are  two  hundred  and  (dglit\ 
pounds  Sterl:  X B.  This  Office  is  atteiuhal  with  much 
trouble,  fatigue  and  riscpu*.  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  Jana  " 
Edwai’d  Powell  not  worth  above  Ten  Pounds  Y aim:  ap- 
pointed by  the  Clov*’-  Ki  gister  of  the  Admiralty,  William 
S))t‘iici‘r,  not  wortli  above  Twelve  Pounds  ann  : appoiiitc'i 
bv  the  Gov'-  iNfarshal  of  tlu'  Admiraltv,  Andrew  Elton 
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Wells,  not  worth  above  Fifteen  Pounds  aim : appointed  by 
the  Gov’"'  Clerks  of  the  Crown  and  Pleas,  Henry  Preston 
and  Charles  Prj^ce  Jun^  no  Salarv',  Fees  of  Office  Six  Imn- 
ilred  and  thirteen  Pounds  Sterl  ann : Appointed  by  the 
Ctovernor  in  obedience  to  the  King’s  Sign  Manual.  Publick 
or  ProHncial  Treasurer,  no  Salary,  l)ut  is  allow’d  a Com- 
mission of  Five  Ct.  on  the  Tax  received,  this  has  generally 
amounted  to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds' Sterl : 
annum:  but  may  be  more  or  less,  according  to  the  Taxes 
raised,  and  the  profits  depend  much  on  the  Assemldy.  Fees 
of  Office  for  other  business  Eighty  three  Pounds  ^ ann: 
Appointed  by  the  Governor.  Collector  of  the  CHistoms  at 
the  PoH  of  Savanah  Alexander  Thompson,  Salary  Sixty 
Pounds  Sterl  Fees  of  Office  Two  hundred  and  ninety  eight 
poiuids  ann : Appointed  by  tlie  Lords  of  the  Treasmy  and 
Commissioners  of  the  Customs. 

Comptroler  and  Searcher,  William  Brown,  Salary  as  Comp- 
troler  Fifty  pounds — Fees  of  Office  as  ditto  Seventy  Pounds 
— Salary  as  Searcher  Thirty  Pounds,  Fees  of  Office  Ninety 
jnnuids  ^ aim : Appointed  as  the  Collector.  N B.  Xs  these 
Gentlemen  are  very  particular  in  their  returns  I send  the 
original  accoimts  signed  by  them. 

Collector  at  the  Port  of  Sunbury  James  Kitchen  Salary 
Sixty  Five  Pounds  Sterl — Fees  of  Office  Ninety  Pounds — 
Appointed  as  the  Collector  at  Savanah.  Comptroler  and 
Si-aivher  Isaac  Antrobus,  Salary  Sixty  pounds.  Fees  of  Office 
Sixty  Pounds,  appointed  as  above. 

Naval  Officer,  William  Haven  no  Sallarv,  Office  Fees  One 
hundred  and  fifty  four  Pounds  seven  shilhngs  Sterl  ann : 
appointed  by  tlie  Governor  in  obedience  to  liis  Maj^-  '^  Boyal 
Sign  Manual.  Tho’  lu're  I must  obs<*rve  that  the  appomt- 
ment  of  tliis  Office  is  in  tlu‘  Governor  by  Act  of  Parliament. 
As  the  Pres(‘iit  Navjil  Otlicer  is  very  particular  in  his  return 
1 transmit  the  Original. 

Besides  the  above  there  is  some  Country  Waiters,  (Vnii))- 
trolcrs,  Inspt'ctors  of  Ibaii}),  Tobac-co  A'c.  A'c.  and  trifling 
Offiu-i*rs  of  Very  litth‘  conse([ueiic(‘  or  profit  ap|)oint''  liy  the 
( iov‘- 

Tlu're  are  also  three  Assistant  dndges  who  sit  with  the 
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Chief  Justice  but  have  no  Salary  or  Perquisites  <fc 
appoinb^  by  the  Gov’^  during  pleasure. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Coimcil  xy.exander  IVylly,  no  Sall.n  v 
Fees  on  attending  in  Council,  entering  all  Minutes  an<i 
making  a Fair  Copy  to  transmit  Forty  six  Pounds  four  shij- 
lings  Sterl:  Perquisites  on  drawing  Petitions  for  Laini. 
Reading  them,  Swearing  the  Partys  and  entering  all  Ordn  ^ 
thereon,  also  on  hearing  Caveats  and  Comitersigning  ali 
Grants  one  liuncb’ed  thirty  four  pounds  four  shillings  A'  >i\ 
pence.  To  Ditto  as  Clerk  of  the  Upper  House  Salary  pai.i 
by  the  Province  Thirty  pounds  ^ aim  : Allowed  for  OfHiv 
business  say  for  the  attending  the  Upper  House  Entermg  tli. 
Journals  and  making  a fair  copy  to  transmit,  a sum  not 
exceeding  Forty  pounds  ann ; is  generally  provided  in  tin 
Estimate,  but  may  be  more  or  less,  and  if  more,  it  is  provide- 1 
for  the  next  year,  out  of  which  Clerks  & all  Expences  are 
paid  by  him.  Appointed  by  the  Governor.  N B.  Thi> 
Officer  depends  pretty  much  on  the  Assembly  to  provide  for 
or  not. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Assembly  Richard  Cuningham  Crook, 
Salary  allowed  by  the  CroMU  Twenty  Pounds.  Allowed  hv 
the  Assembly  for  Office  business,  Say,  Attending  the  House. 
Entering  & CopGng  the  Journals  &c^  one  hundred  A eighty 
one  pounds  Sterl:  out  of  which  Clerks  A all  Expences  are 
paid  by  him.  Appointed  by  the  Governor,  But  depends  on 
the  Assembly  to  provide  or  not  for  all  but  the  above  Twenty 
Pounds. 

There  are  no  Military  Officers  in  this  Province,  except  the 
Ca{)tain  of  Ford  George,  James  Edward  Powell,  who  i> 
appointed  by  the  Govoraor  A paid  Ten  Pounds  month  by 
the  ProGnce. 

Also  the  Officers  of  a Troop  of  Rangers  now  raising  for 
the  protection  of  the  Settlers  on  the  Lands  latelv  ceded  t»> 
his  Majesty. 

Tin*  Otheei's  of  tile  Begiimuit  of  Foot  iMilitia  who  ha'* 
mutlitu-  pay  nor  ptuipiisitt's  I presume  are  not  meant  to  1" 
returned. 

There  is  also  an  Indian  Intirprt'ter  ^It>ses  Num*s  who  i" 
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Hllowetl  Fifty  Pounds  ^ ann : out  of  the  Contingent  Money 
granted  by  Parliament  but  no  Fees  or  Perquisites. 

All  which  I humbly  Certify  according  to  the  best  of  my 
kiKJwledge  and  belief. 

Savanah  in  Georgia  the  20th  of  December  1773. 

Ja.  Wright. 


\ 

.\n  Account  of  the  Number  of  Vessels  whicli  are  owned  or  part 
owned  in  the  Province  of  Georgia  with  the  Tonnage  thereof ; 
or  as  near  as  can  be  taken,  Vizr : 


Custom  House  Savannah  the  18th  October  1773. 


Alexander  Thomson, 

CoU>^- 


Wm.  Brown, 
Compt**  A Searcher. 


'n 


An  Account  of  tlie  Imj)ort'^  into  the  Fort  of  Savannali  in  (Jeor^ia  from  Foreign  Plantations  between  the  5th  January  1772 

and  tlu*  5th  of  January  1773 
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GEOEGIA. 


AN  ESTIMATE  OF  THE  NECESSARY  CHARGES  OF  GOVERN- 
MENT IN  THE  PROVINCE  OF  GEORGIA  COMMENCING  THE 
29th  SEPTEMBER  1770  AND  ENDING  THE  20th  SEPTEMBER 
1773. 


FOE  DEFR.\YING  THE  EXPENCE  OF  HOLDING  THE  COCTRTS  OF  OYER  AND  TERMINER,  VIZ  : 

To  the  Chief  Justices  Account  for  holding  Seven  Sessions 68.  7.2 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  for  do 73.  6.6 

To  the  .Attorney  General’s  Acct.  No.  1 and  2 98.10.73^ 

To  the  Provost  Marshal  for  Summoning  Juries  &c.  3 Years 90 

To  Lewis  Johnson  Esqr.  for  maintenance  of  Prisoners 8.13.4 

To  Matthew  Roche  E.sqre  for  ditto  in  part 73.  5.2 

To  the  Cryer  and  Keeper  of  the  Court  three  years 30 

To  James  Whitetieid  Coroner  No.  1 and  2 17.  1.8 

To  George  McIntosh  Escp  for  holding  inquests' 3 

To  Robert  Baillie  Esc^r.  for  d 1.10 

To  Doctr.  George  Fraser  for  attending  Coroner 6.  6 27.17.  8 

To  the  Estate  of  Wm.  Grieme  deceased 42.  8.10 

To  the  Cryer  of  the  Court  his  act 2.  6.10  514.16.  l>i 

FOB  DEFRAYING  THE  EXPENCE  OF  HOLDING  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Upper  House  three  Years  Salary. 

To  the  Estate  of  Chas.  Wattson  deceOvSed 7.10.  0 

To  the  present  Clerk 82.10  90 

To  the  present  Clerk  for  Incidental  Business 336.11.  9 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Commons  House  of  Assembly  three  Years  Saly 

To  the  Estate  of  John  Simpson  deceased 22.10 

To  the  present  Clerk 67.10  90 

To  the  Secretary  for  Incidental  Business 165.  9.  8 

To  the  Messenger  of  the  Upper  Hoiis^  three  Years  Salary 75 

To  the  Messenger  of  the  Lower  House  his  Salary 75  832.  1.5 

1346.17.  6>i 

FOB  CONTINGENT  SERVICES. 

For  Negroes  Executed,  Vizr  : 

To  Mary  Maxwell  for  one  Negroe  executed 25 

To  John  Gleu  Esqr.  Do.  Do 30  65 

For  apprehending  Offenders  per  account  delivered .....189.  5.  6 

For  Repairs  of  public  Buildings  pr.  Do.  30.  9.  3 

For  Expence  of  E.xpres.ses  p*  Ditto 9.10 

For  the  Expence  of  running  Township  Lands  &c.  ^ Acct 41.  6.  9 

For  several  Incidental  Charges  acct 435  . 0.  1 

To  Repairs  of  Fort  George  "fi  .Account 14.16.  3 775.  7.10 

To  the  Register  of  Grarit.s  account 20. 10.  8 

For  Gov.  Ellis's  Annuity  three  Years loO 

To  the  PnbUck  Commis.sary  3 Vears  Salary 60 

For  the  Garrison  at  Fort  George  r*  acct 414 

lor  sinking  Certihcati  s issued  in  the  Vear  1761  for  building  the  Fort  at  ('ocksi)ur  472.  8.  1}^ 
To  reimburse  the  Treiisnrer  the  .Monies  a<lvauced  for  the  support  of  the  Watch 

Company  in  Savannah 580.19.  9 

£38'J0.  3.11 

Csonlly  raised  for  encouragement  of  Pilots  £170  annum 

To  the  Otficers  of  the  Court  ot  Over  and  Terminer  for  one  Sessions. . 
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LETTERS  FROM  SIR  JAMES  WRIGHT. 


To  the  Estate  of  John  Simpson  deceased  for  maintaining  Prisoners. . 

To  the  remainder  of  Matthew  Roche  Es<j.  Acco:  for  ditto 

To  the  Coroner 

For  Fin^  and  Candle  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly 

For  Incidental  business  done  by  Charles  Watson  deceased 

The  same  dime  by  John  Simps,  m deceased  as  Clerk  of  the  Lower  House 

The  same  to  l>e  done  by  the  present  clerk  of  the  Upper  House 

The  same  done  and  to  be  done  by  the  present  Clerk  of  the  Commons 

House 

To  the  Door  Keepers  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Houses 

To  several  Accots.  delivered  in  and  no  Sums  chai’t'ed 

To  several  At'cots.  fi>r  bounties  on  Flour  and  Hemp  and  for  inspectg  ' 

Flour  and  Tobacco 

To  the  Secretary  for  Incidental  Business  to  l>e  done 

S.%VA.SN\H  IN  CtKOBOI  A 
Coiu'cil  Chamber 

the  5th  of  March  177:i. 

In  Sir  James  Wright’s  of  the  20th  Deer.  No.  8. 


AN  ACCOUNT  iW  THE  INCOME  OF  THE  COLLECTOR  OF  HIS 
MAJESTY'S  CUSTO.MS  AT  THE  PORT  OF  SAVANNAH  IN 
GEORGIA  IN  THE  YEAR  lTT-2. 


£ sh.  <1. 

For  Fees  on  Entering  A:  Clearing  1(51  Vessels  from  this  Port  between  the 

.5th  of  Janry.  1772  and  the  5th  of  January  1778 2.57.12 

For  Fees  paid  by  tlie  Merchants:  for  Entries.  Oaths,  New  Registers.  Draw- 
back Certitieates  \c 40.  8 

abt.  as  near  a Clalculati.'n  as  Can  l>e  ma.le  of  the  Fees 208 

For  Collectors  Sailary.  as  is  established (50 

In  all £:k58 

Out  of  which  .leduct  Commissions  to  theC.dlector’s  .\gent  for  receiving  his 

Sailary  fn  .5  r*  Cent 3 

.\nd  the  Wages  of  2 Clerks  in  the  Oftice  (having  no  allowance  for  Clerks) 11.5  118 

.S>  that  the  Collect.'r  s net  Income  for  1772  was  about i240 

N.  B.  The  present  Colle.  tor  was  api>oint<  .1  b_\  Warrant  from  the  Right  HonMe  the  I.onl-  • ' 
the  Treasury  in  July  1772 — but  did  not  receive  his  d.'putation  from  the  Houble  the  Coiiiini'- 
aioners  of  His  Majesty's  Customs  in  America,  untill  the  2.5th  of  January  1773  at  which  turn 
he  Wius  sworn  in  and  coinmenceil  to  act  in  Otlice. 

Alkxandkk  TH.'-M'SIN. 

Collr. 


Custom  Hou.se  Savannah  the  1 ah  Octr.  1773. 
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AX  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  INCO^IE  OF  THE  COMPTROLLER  OF 
HIS  MAJESTY'S  CUSTOMS,  AT  THE  PORT  OF  SAVANNAH  IN 
GEORGIA  IN  THE  YEAR  1772. 


£ 8h.  d 

For  the  Fees  of  Office 70 

For  Sailary,  as  is  Established 50 


In  all  (haveing  no  allowance  for  a Clerk) 


£1-20 


N.  B.  The  Searcher  has  acted  in  the  above  Quality  since  the  Death  of  Mr.  Russel  in  1769 — 
by  permission  of  the  Honorable  Board  of  Commissioners  in  North  America. 

Custom  House  Savannah  the  18th  Octr.  1773. 

. Wm.  Brown, 

\ Acting  Comptroller. 


AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  INCOME  OF  THE  SEARCHER  OF  HIS 
MAJESTY'S  CUSTO:\lS  AT  THE  PORT  OF  SAVANNAH  IN 
GEORGIA  IN  THE  YEAR  1772. 


For  the  Fees  of  Office 90 

Fur  Sallary,  as  is  Established 30 

In  aU  {k  have  no  Allowance  for  Water  Incidents) £120 


N.  B.  The  Searcher  was  appointed  by  Warrant  from  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  in  1766. 

Custom  House  Savannah  the  18th  Octr.  1773. 


WiLLM.  Brown. 

Searcher. 
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LETl’EIlS  FKOM  8IR  JAMES  'SVIIIGHT. 


GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  DAET- 

MOUTH." 

24  ArorsT  1774. 

No.  20.  Savannah  in  Geokgia  tlie  2Ith  of  Aug.  1774. 
My  Lokd, 

In  mine  of  July  tlie  25tli  No.  *23  A August  the  18tli  No. 
24  I aeqiniinted  Your  Lordship  that  I should  give  you  a full 
aceount  of  the  Conduct  and  Proceedings  of  the  Liberty 
People  hei(%  as  soon  as  I knew  for  certain  what  they  did  oi 
meant  to  do,  and  I mentioned  that  some  Papers  were  i)rc- 
paring  by  which  I believed  it  would  appear  that  these  Eesolu- 
tions  were  not  the  voice  of  the  People,  but  unfairly  A 
insolently  made  by  a Junto  of  a very  few  only,  but  which 
Papers  are  not  yet  Completed. 

every  thing  my  Lord  was  done  that  could  be  thought 
of,  to  Fru.strate  their  attempt,  but  this  did  not  totally  Prevent 
it,  they  have  been  strongly  invited  by  the  Carolina  Sons  of 
Liberty,  who  have  been  Suffered  to  do  whatever  they  Pleased 
without  the  least  Murk  of  Disopprobotion  or  attempt  to  vhrrk 
them,  that  I have  heard  of,  and  now  again  my  Lord,  as  in  the 
time  of  the  Stamp  act,  I am  to  be  Eetlected  upon  A abused 
for  opposing  the  Licentiousness  of  the  People  and  its  thrown 
out  “ IP/'//  our  ( rorn  uor  do  so  d‘  -v>,  when  the  People  in 

Co  roll  no  hore  (/one  Greoter  Letufths  thou  we  ho  re  oud  the  Gor- 
Gruor  hos  not  token  oitij  noto-e  e/'  ItP  In  short  my  Lord  at 
such  times  as  these,  if  a man  has  resolution  A integrity 
Enough  to  stand  forth  and  attempt  to  do  his  Duty  its  like 
being  set  u])  as  a mark  to  be  Shot  at  and  liaising  tin* 
Ees(‘ntment  of  great  numbers  against  him.  However  altho 
this  is  very  disagrta'al >le  T sliall  not  Eegard  it. 

I have  been  Infoninal  of  another  Summons  A Meeting  t«> 
be  in  St.  John's  Paiisli  on  the  30th  instant  and  my  Lord  a> 
long  as  these  kind  of  Suniinoiiscs  and  Meetings  are  Suthn-cd 
a Private  Man  to  tak(‘  u])on  him  to  SuinFiions  a Whole 
Proviiua*  to  Consult  upon  and  Ib'dress  Public  Crit'vanco 

r.  U.  O.  .Via.  \ W.  lud.  \ol.  ‘JJ.'), 
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1 apprehend  there  will  be  nothing  but  Cabals  <fc  Combina- 
tions and  the  Peace  of  the  Province  A’  minds  of  the  People 
f()utinually  Heated,  Disturbed  S:  distracted  and  the  Procla- 
mation I Issued  against  them  is  termed  arhifrarf/  ct*  ojjprtKsire 
i('  iui  attempt  to  debar  them  of  their  notand  and  Lair/itl  Eiyhts 
(f-  pririlerfeH.  In  short  inv  Lord  if  these  Calls  Sc  meetings 
are  considered  as  iJbyal  d*  improper  it  will  require  the  inter- 
position of  hiffher  antho}'itj/  to  remedy  the  Evil,  for  the 
executive  Powers  of  Government  in  the  Colonies  are  too 
Weak  to  rectify  such  abuses,  and  Pr(')secutions  Avould  only  be 
Laughed  at  and  no  Grand  Jury  Avou'd  line  a Bill  of  Indict- 
ment and  the  Persons  ordering  A'  carrying  them  on  Probably 
Insulted  and  abused. 

And  now  I am  mentioning  these  matters  Permit  me  my 
Lord  to  say  Iioav  things  apj)ear  to  me,  and  I conceive  that 
the  Licentious  Spirit  in  America  has  received  such  Counte- 
nance A Encouragement  from  many  Persons,  Speeches  and 
declarations,  at  the  time  of  the  Stamp  Act,  and  CA'er  since  in 
Great  Britain  and  has  noAv  gone  to  so  great  a lenglh,  and  is 
at  such  a height,  that  neither  Coercive  or  Lenient  measures 
will  settle  matters  and  restore  any  tolerable  Degree  of 
(Nmliality  Sc  Harmony  Avith  the  Mother  Country,  and  in 
shoil  things  and  circumstances  in  America  have  increased 
so  fast,  and  at  this  time  so  amazingly  exceeded  AAdiat  at  the 
tii'st  Settling  and  Planting  the  Colonies  could  Possibly  have 
I '('<‘11  Sup])osed  or  expected,  and  Americai  is  noAv  become,  or 
Iiidis})utablv  ere  long  Avill  be,  such  a vast,  PoAverfnll  A: 
opulent  (k)untry  or  Dominion,  that  I Humbly  ConceLe 
in  order  to  Eestore  Sc  Establish  Beal  A'  Substantial  Harmony 
atlcction  A'  Confidence  A'  that  Great  Britain  may  receive  that 
beiietit  Sc  advantage  which  She  has  a Bight  to  expect  from 
tile  C\)lonies  it  may  be  found  advisable  to  settle  tlu‘  Line  Avith 
Tospect  to  Ta.rnfiith  ({'c  by  some  new  mode  or  (\mstitution, 
and  AAnthout  Avhich  my  real  and  candid  opinion  is,  that 
lioAvever  matters  may  In*  got  oAer  at  ]>resent  A'  whati'ver 
a{)p('arance  tlnu-e  may  be  of  amity  A'  union  tlie  Flanit'  will 
only  be  smothered  for  a time  A*  bn\ak  out  again  at  some  future 
day  tnth  more  I lolence. 

But  be  tln'st‘  things  as  tlnw  may  I doubt  not  but  your 
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Lordship  will  judge  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  they  arr- 
brought  to  a Point  Clearly  Setled  and  Estabhshed  .so//,. 
hoic  or  other,  and  not  Suffered  to  remain  as  they  are.  Noth- 
ing but  Jealousies  Eancour  and  iU  Blood;  Law’  k no  Law. 
Government  <fe  no  Government,  Dependence  and  Inde])eiul- 
ence,  if  I may  be  allow'ed  the  expressions  and  everythiiiL: 

unhinged  and  Bunning  into Confusion,  so  tha4  in  short 

a Man  hardly  knows  what  to  do,  or  how’  to  act  and  its  a most 
Disagreeable  State  to  one  who  Wishes  to  Support  Law  Gov- 
ernment k Good  order  k to  discharge  his  Duty  with  Honor 
and  integrity. 

I beg  Pardon  My  Lord  for  Presuming  to  Touch  on  this 
Grand  k very  Delicate  Point,  but  Trust  that  my  Zeal  for  His 
Majesty’s  Service  ct  to  Discharge  my  Duty  in  every  Respect 
with  the  Utmost  integiity  will  Plead  my  excuse.  But  my 
Lord  if  any  alteration  should  be  thought  of,  Yet  Previous  to 
any  thing  of  this  kind  intire  Submission  k obedience  to  the 
Sovreignty  of  Great  Britain  and  Satisfaction  for  all  Private 
Damages  k Injuries  ought  to  be  exacted  k fully  Complied 
with  in  k by  all  the  Colonies. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem, 

My  Lord,  Your  Lordship’s 
most  Obliged  and 

most  Obed^  Hble  Servant 

Ja.  Wright 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  kc  <tc  kc. 


[Indor.sefJ] 

R 26th  October. 
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(;OY.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  DAET- 

MOUTH.^* 

17  June  1775. 

Xo.  49.  Sav.  in  Georgia  the  17  of  June  1775. 

• 

My  Lord, 

It  gives  me  much  concern  to  acquaint  Your  Lordship  that 
on  Thursday  the  13th  Inst,  the  Liberty  Folks  here  assembled 
in  the  To^\*n  of  Sav.  and  put  up  a Liberty  Tree  and  a Flagg 
and  in  the  Evening  paraded  about  the  Town  I am  informed 
to  the  number  of  300,  some  say  400.  The  pretence  of  the 
Meeting  was  to  enforce  their  proscription  against  the  four 
persons  mention'd  in  the  Affidavits  inclos’d  in  my  last,  but  no 
outrage  was  committed,  as  two  of  them  were  really  going 
away  before  they  were  proscrib'd  and  the  other  two  fell  on 
some  method  of  making  their  Peace  with  them. 

This,  happened  My  Lord  on  the  1st  day  of  the  Meeting  of 
the  Couii;  of  Sessions,  wlien  the  Chief  Justice  gave  an  excel- 
lent charge  veiy  pro])erlv  adapted  t(^  the  j)resent  times. 
However  the  Liberty  Tree  and  Flagg  were  kept  up  from 
Tuesday  Morning  till  now  and  is  still  living  in  contempt  and 
defiance  of  the  Court  and  of  all  Law  and  Government  and 
which  here  as  Avell  as  elsewlu're  seems  now  nearly  at  an  end 
And  it  has  been  debated  whether  or  not  to  stop  the  Coui’ts 
and  shut  up  the  PoH  but  this  I am  assuied  is  laid  aside  for 
the  present  although  very  probably  will  be  resumed  hereafter. 
Eut  they  have  entereil  into  an  Association  as  Your  Lordship 
will  see  by  the  inclosed  Paper  and  whatever  is  agreed  upon 
by  the  Continental  CN)ngress,  will  undoubtedly  be  ado])ted 
and  earned  into  execution  here,  and  will  meet  with  little  or 
no  opposition,  for  those  who  disaj)prove  of  these  things  and 
wish  well  to  Government  say  “ M hy  shouhl  they  expose  their 
lives  and  prop<u-ties  to  the  resentment  of  the  peo])le  when  no 
Mipj)ort  or  protection  is  given  them  by  Govt'rnnuuit " And 
tlierefore  they  find  it  most  pnident  to  waive  (')pposition  and 
remain  quiet. 
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? 


ff 


I 


s 

\ 


184 


Letters  from  sir  james  wright. 


Your  Lordship  will  see  that  there  is  soon  to  be  Meetiairs 
in  every  part  of  the  Pro^^nce  and  at  Savanah  on  the  ‘iiJ 
inst.  in  order  to  choose  Delegates  to  meet  in  Provincial  Con- 
gi-ess  at  Savanah  on  the  4th  of  July,  at  which  Meetihij 
I suppose  they  will  entirely  approve  of  whatever  may  lu* 
determined  upon  by  the  Continental  Congi-ess  And  as  tlu  v 
see  by  my  letter  to  Your  Lordship  of  the  24  Aug.  1774  Yn. 
26  which  has  been  puhUshed  that  I mention  the  bad  coust^- 
quences  of  these  Meetings  and  Cabals  and  find  that 
Notice  has  been  taken  of  these  matters  and  nothing  done  to 
prevent  them  they  presume  that  they  are  either  not  unlawhil 
or  that  there  is  no  power  to  prevent  them  and  Proclamations 
Ac.  are  only  laughed  at  and  I must  beg  leave  to  repeat  that 
Your  Lordshq^  cannot  possibly  conceive  the  dangerous  con- 
sequences of  suffering  the  Governor’s  letters  to  be  made 
public  and  it  is  just  hanging  them  out  and  exposing  them  to 
the  resentment  of  an  enraged  people  who  are  ready  to  tear 
any  man  to  pieces  who  writes  anything  contrary  to  their 
opinions  or  in  opposition  to  their  measures  or  schemes. 

I have  laid  a state  of  the  proceedings  of  all  the  Liberty 
People  before  His  Maj^''’^  Council  and  desired  their  opinions 
and  advice  what  was  proper  to  be  done.  AVhether  any  Ijegal 
steps  or  whether  by  Proclamation  to  take  notice  of  their 
conduct  and  point  out  the  illegality  and  dangerous  conse- 
quences of  such  proceedings,  AVhen  all  that  were  present 
(six)  were  unanimous  in  opinion  “that  no  Legal  ste})s  should 
be  taken  because  as  things  are  circumstanced  no  prosecutions 
would  prove  effectual  and  it  would  only  exasperate  and 
inflame.  They  were  also  clearly  of  opinion  that  issuing  such 
a Proclamation  would  only  be  held  in  contempt  and  expose 
the  weakness  of  the  executive  powers  and  that  unsupported 
as  we  are  A threatned  from  the  next  Province,  they  advised 
that  no  steps  whatever  should  be  taken,  but  to  represent 
a state  of  all  their  transactions  and  facts  to  Your  Lordship  ’ 
Which  I have  done  in  my  last  letter  No.  4S,  And  now  in  this 
letter,  this  is  very  ijnUin'j,  And  it  is  huml)ly  submitted  to 
Your  Lordship  what  is  most  proper  to  be  done  and  necessity 
seems  to  recpiire  that  it  be  spi'etlily. 

AVe  have  accounts  fi'om  Carol ina  that  they  have  agived  to 
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raise  hvo  Eegiments  of  foot  of  750  each  and  one  of  horse 
of  500. 

Mt  Lord  I presume  again  to  repeat  my  humble  request  to 
have  leave  to  return  to  England,  and  have  the  honor  to  be 
with  perfect  esteem  My  Lord,  Your  Lordship’s 

most  obliged  &:  most  obed^  SeE 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  &c  <tc  &c. 

[Indorsed] 

^ E 27th  July. 

[In  Gov.  Wright’s  No.  49.] 

A number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  and  district  of 

f 

Savaimah  and  also  of  several  other  parishes  within  this 
Province  having  assembled  together  and  taking  into  consid- 
eration the  alarming  heigh th  to  which  the  present  contest 
bt'tween  Great  Britain  and  America  is  risen  and  reflecting  on 
the  danger  of  instigated  insurrections  among  themselves 
were  of  opinion.  That  pmdence  and  common  safety  suggest 
the  immediate  adoption  of  some  measures  within  this 
Province ; They  therefore  entered  into  and  subscribed  the 
following  Association  Being  persuaded  that  the  salvation 
of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  America  depend  under  God  on 
the  tirm  union  of  the  Inhabitants,  in  its  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  measures  necessary  for  its  safety  and  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  preventing  the  anarchy  and  confusion  which 
attend  the  dissolution  of  the  powers  of  government;  AVe 
freemen,  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  Province  of 
Georgia,  being  greatly  alarmed  at  the  avowed  design  of  the 
Ministry  to  raise  a revenue  in  America  and  shocked  by  the 
bloody  scene  now  acting  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  Do,  in 
the  most  solemn  manner,  resolve  never  to  become  Slaves, 
and  do  associate  under  all  the  ties  of  religion,  honour  and 
love  to  our  country  to  adopt  and  endeavour  to  carry  into 
execution,  whatever  may  be  recommended  by  the  Continental 
Congress  or  resolved  upon  by  our  Provincial  Convention  that 
shall  be  appointed  for  the  })urpose  of  })reserving  tnir  C'onsti- 
tution  and  opposing  tiie  exc'cution  of  tln‘  several  arbitrarv 
and  o})pressive  Acts  of  the  British  Parliament,  until  a recou- 
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ciliation  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  on  constitutional 
principles,  which  we  most  ardently  desire,  can  be  obtaim-d . 
and  that  we  ^^•ill  in  all  things  follow  the  advice  of  om*  Gemn  al 
Committee  to  be  appointed^  respecting  the  purposes  aforesaid 
the  preservation  of  peace  and  good  order  and  the 
of  individuals  and  piivate  property. 

And  also  came  into  the  folh^wing  Resolves 

First,  That  the  foregoing  Association  be  strongly  recann- 
niended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  parishes  and 
districts  within  this  ProGnce ; and  also  that  a Committee  ])♦• 
appointed  among  themselves  to  carry  the  said  measures  into 
execution. 

Second,  That  it  is  highly  expedient  that  a General  Pi-ovin- 
cial  Congress  be  held  at  Savannah  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
July  next  and  that  it  be  recommended  that  each  Parish  ami 
district  elect  Delegates  to  attend  the  same. 

Third,  That  the  inhabitants  of  this  Town  and  District 
meet  at  Savannah  on  the  twenty  second  day  of  June  instant, 
to  choose  Delegates  to  attend  in  the  ProDiicial  Cougi-ess  and 
also  to  elect  a Committee  for  enforcing  the  foregoing  Associa- 
tion. 


By  Order  of  the  Meeting 

N.  W.  Jones,  Chairman. 

Extract  from 

The  Georgia  Gazette,  No.  610 

Wednesday  June  14  1775. 
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GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  DAET- 

MOUTH.* 

17  June  1775. 

Savanah  in  Georges  the  17th  of  June  1775. 

No.  50. 

Mv  Lord, 

I have  lately  received  a letter  from  General  Gage  of  which 
the  inclosed  is  a Copy,  and  the  situation  of  affairs  here,  being 
so  much  altered  vdthin  these  six  weeks  past  and  the  number 
so  small,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Council  in  General  and  in 
which  I concur  that  sending  for  so  few  would  answer  no  good 
piir|)ose  but  might  inflame  the  whole  Province,  and  altho’  an 
100  men  1*2  or  15  months  ago  would  have  done  it  is  not  the 
case  now,  and  that  they  would  be  lyable  to  continual  insults 
iiaving  no  Fort  or  other  place  of  shelter  whatever;  And  there- 
fore it  was  judged  most  advisable  not  to  send  for  any,  at  least 
till  we  know  the  result  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  see 
how  things  are  like  to  go  on,  so  that  this  matter  My  Lord  has 
not  been  made  public,  And  the  Cniizer  Your  Lordship 
mentions  in  yom*  Letter  No.  18  I have  not  yet  heard  any 
thing  of,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council  my  Lord  seem  to 
l>e  of  opinion  that  less  than  500  will  not  be  sufficient  or 
effectual,  and  that  unless  our  Neighbours  are  kept  at  home  its 
difficult  to  say  what  number  might  be  sufficient  and  that 
there  should  be  two  sloops  of  war  or  one  sloop  and  an  armed 
Schooner,  but  really  My  Lord  these  armed  Schooners  are  so 
^^rnall  that  they  are  of  very  little  use. 

.Vnd  we  are  also  of  opinion  that  a Fort  should  be  erected 
I OR  some  proper  part  of  the  Common,  with  buildings  and  bar- 
I rucks  suitable  for  such  number  of  men,  as  it  may  be  thought 

\ necessary  to  send,  if  any  should,  And  then  the  Governor  and 

^ OlUecrs  would  be  in  a state  of  security,  M'hereas  now  they 

^ '‘re  and  must  be  ex])osed  to  every  kind  of  insult  and  violence 

, die  people  may  choose  to  offer  them. 

P.  R.  O.  .Ua.  & W.  IiKl.  vol. 
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I have  the  honor  to  be  with  perfect  esteem,  My  L«u  . 
Your  Lordship’s 

most  obliged  and  obed*  Servant 

Ja.  Wright. 

P.  S.  I should  hope  this  letter  may  not  be  made  public,  a. 
I’m  sure  it  would  give  gi*eat  offence.  ^ 

[Indorsed] 

R 27  July. 

(1  In  closure.) 

[In  Sir  Jas.  AVright’s  letter  No.  50.] 

Copy  of  General  Gage’s  letter. 

received  29  May  1775. 

Boston  16  April  1775. 

Sir, 

I am  to  acquaint  you  that  I have  received  His  Majesty^ 
Orders  to  send  to  Your  Province  from  the  Garrison  of  Sr 
Augustine  a Detachment  of  100  men  and  Officers  in  Propor- 
tion. I now  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  you  Orders  to  thr 
Commanding  Offcer  for  that  purpose,  which  please  to  forwaol 
as  soon  as  convenient  and  wherein  you  will  see  the  Comniaiul- 
ing  Officer  of  the  Detachment  will  be  ordered  to  consult  voi. 
upon  the  means  he  may  be  employed  most  usefully  for  Hi' 
Alajesty’s  service.  You  will  be  so  good  as  give  him  sm  1. 
directions  as  may  put  him  in  the  way  of  getting  to  you  a- 
soon  as  may  be. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  Ac 

Thus.  Gage. 
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<;OV.  SIR  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  DART- 
MOUTH.^ 

20  June  1775. 

So.  .")1.  Sav.  in  Georgia  20  June  1775. 

My  Lord,  ' 

Tlie  Liberty  people  liave  noAV  got  another  pretence  for 
misiiig  men,  they  assert  that  Mr.  Stuart  the  Superiuteiidant 
has  been  eudeayouring  to  raise  the  Cherokee  Indians  to  come 
.lown  against  them,  this  they  alledge  that  they  haye  got 
undoubted  proof  of,  and  all  he  can  say  will  not  conyince 
tlirm  to  the  Contrary,  his  Friends  in  Charles  Town  gaye  him 
a hint,  and  he  left  that  and  came  here  but  they  sent  some 
of  their  party  here  Avho  haye  so  hiHam’d  A enrag’d  our 
l’eo])le,  that  he  did  not  think  himself  safe,  and  His  Maj- 
esty’s armed  Schooner  St.  John  haying  put  in  bom  Proyi- 
dtuiee,  he  went  on  board  her  A I suppose  by  this  time  is 
Niild  for  St.  Augustine.  And  seyeral  Boats  full  of  men  fiom 
the  (-arolina  side,  haye  been  down  at  our  Inlet  some  days, 
the  Accounts  ditter  as  to  No.  some  call  them  50  others  80  all 
Well  A completely  arm’d.  Some  alledge  their  intention  was 
seize  on  Mr.  Stuart  which  yery  probably  was  part  of  their 
♦Trand,  But  I belieye  they  haye  another  pomt  in  yiew  and 
tliat  is  8 Vessel  Is  l )eing  expected  here  bom  London  and  a 
'•oiisiderable  quantity  of  Gun  Powder  being  on  board  for  the 
Indian  Trade,  they  intend  to  seize  on  that  A carry  it  to  Caro- 
lina and  this  is  certainly  in  their  power  to  do  and  its  not 
possible  to  preyeiit  it,  if  attempted  and  one  of  these  Vessells 
o rived  here  on  Saturday  tlie  18th  inst.  A'  the  Capt.  one  A.sh 
informs  me  that  seyeral  Boats  lay  off  a little  way  fnun  him  A 
diat  (uie  with  y>  or  4 men  came  on  board  and  one  of  them 
inquir’d  whether  he  had  any  Gun  Powder  on  board  and  on 
allowing  his  C'oekets  and  their  finding  he  had  none  they 
!iav('d  V(‘ry  eivilly  and  went  away,  but  made  gi'«'at  iii([uii-y 
•dtor  another  ship  one  51aitlaml  who  has  a largt*  quantity 
"f  Cum  Pow(h“i-  on  bomd  and  it  is  said  tlu‘V  intmul  to  watcdi 

i 

I 

t 

i 


i*.  i;.  Aixi.  \ w . hui.  M'l, 


i”.  _ ^ 


r^£A^r 


^.TKMaTr’' 

fei 


rr  "i 


,' ' 'iw*.  ^>!iiif.-..' ' 


.yo;) 


yMMf  _.,CPI10U.  / 


vrrrt.-rfl  ^%-i  . J.. .,i>v ..¥-»■  .'»■.  'v^;'^’ 


-i,  Ij.jW  '■' 

L*vV\  ^■^.■'•-4-A  J4-  A.*  vl.^  :' «,.--v^vi. f''”f'^  ^l’_  -*  . >r  •5.#,’/?  . ■tP 


%%M8di  ’i44tfo-«i toiMja  „.-d£,  wj,  »si>.«... 


ij ' tel'  0t>te6jt  -,t«i|j 


“"®“  ««  ?ra^  m^loi^J-iai  5r  «qtt  han  iinil 

*:»"':'<^^~®*''**®l!..?^  ^"'i'ff»  ’yj«tm.»#^  li  loOTOTf’o*  ;»1«K>’j^h(. 


ATr.'.>.  „.  ^ , ^r  .'■■  \H--...  «.  ’V«-^'*3r^4J'jwV  .lal  ,tf  i 4j%  V ■ — 


tWW/sJ 


;;W^- 

\tL*.:l’*uS.iai^. ".  Jk''*"  4,  t»tii  4' 


¥ 


W' 


190 


LETTERS  FROM  SIR  JA3£ES  WEIGHT. 


our  Inlet  till  the  others  come  and  to  take  out  all  the  Gun 
Powder  And  if  that  is  the  case  I am  much  afraid  it  will  em- 
baiTass  us  with  the  Indians  for  they  have  for  some  time  beinj 
very  impatient  for  their  usual  supplys  and  in  order  to  pacifv 
them  I have  told  them  that  the  difierence  we  had  with  them 
last  year  prevented  the  Merchants  from  sending  for  good.>, 
that  none  was  vTote  for  till  after  our  disputes  were  settled  in 
Oct^  last  and  that  it  takes  a great  while  for  ships  to  carry 
letters  and  orders  from  hence  to  England  and  that  then  tlu' 
goods  would  be  to  make  (I  told  them  this  to  gain  time)  and 
afterwards  be  sent  here  and  that  sometimes  ships  have  very 
long  passages  and  we  could  not  depend  on  a supply  till  late 
in  the  summer  and  with  this  they  were  tolerably  well  satished, 
but  if  they  are  no\v  disappointed  they  will  conclude  we  have 
some  design  against  them  and  I can’t  tell  what  may  be  the 
consequence  for  they  are  a very  jealous  suspicious  people 
and  as  they  have  been  told  by  the  Chickesaw'  Indians  tliat 
the  White  people  are  going  to  join  the  Chactaws  against  them 
it  may  confirm  that  report  and  thus  Your  Lordship  sees  tlie 
state  we  are  in  in  every  respect  and  no  King’s  Sloop  or 
Cruizer  heard  of  yet.  By  the  inclosed  Paper  Your  Lordship 
will  see  the  extraordinary  Kesolves  by  the  People  in  Charlotte 
Town  Mecklenburg  County  and  I should  not  be  surprized  if 
the  same  should  be  done  every  where  else. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  with  perfect  esteem  My  Lord 
Your  Lordship’s 

most  obliged  and 

obedient  Servant 

Ja.  Wright. 


[In(^orserl^ 

R 27th  July. 
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CfOV.  SIE  J.iS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  DAET- 

MOUTH.* 

8 .July  1775. 

No.  52.  Savanah  in  Georgli  the  8th  July  1775. 

My  Lord, 

I had  the  lioiior  to  write  Lordsliip  very  fully  in  my 

Letters  Nos.  47,  48,  49  50  & 51  all  which  I Confirm  and  begg 
Leave  to  refer  Your  Lordship  to  those  Letters  for  the  State 
of  Atfairs  in  this  Province  at  that  Time,  Since  which  a Pretty 
Extraordinary  Procedure  has  happened  at  the  Port  of  Sun- 
hiiry  for  the  Particulars  of  wliich  Y^our  Lortlship  will  Please 
to  be  referred  to  the  Inciosd’  Copys  of  the  depositions  of  Mr. 
Kitchen  the  Collector  A Mr.  Antrobus  the  Comptroller  A 
Searcher  at  that  Port  this  Matter  I laid  before  the  Council 
whose  Opinions  A Advice  your  Lordship  will  see  by  the 
Extracts  of  the  Minutes  of  Council  of  the  4th  Inst. 

I wrote  Your  Lordship  in  my  Letter  No.  51  that  our  Inlet 
was  Guarded  by  Boats  with  Many  Aim’d  Men  fiom  Carolina, 
Since  which  several  have  gone  down  there  fi'oni  Savanah : all 
waiting  the  Arrival  of  a Ship  Expected  from  London  with 
dun  Powder,  it  is  said  to  seize  upon  the  Gun  Powder,  those 
from  Carolina  to  take  tlie  Gun  Powder  out  belonging  to  the 
Ijiliabitants  of  their  Province  ami  those  from  hence  to  take 
"Ut  the  Powder  belonging  to  the  mhabitants  of  this  Province, 
;it  least  this  is  what  is  given  out.  And  Capt.  Grant  hi  His 
Majestys  Arind  Schooner  having  calld  in  here  The  Liberty 
Gentlemen  have  fitted  out  a Schooner  some  say  with  8 A 
xoine  with  10  Carriage  Guns  Many  Swivels  A 50  Men.  Capt. 
Grant  is  saild  A no  Vessel  sent  here  yi^t  by  Admiral  Graves 
And  when  in  C'ouncil  on  tlie  4 Inst.  Miv  Baillie.  tin'  (’oininis- 
>'ary  (in  wliost‘  Cliarge  the  Guns  Ac.  be.lonj^diig  to  His  Majesty 
urn  cnnie  there  A Inform’d  nit‘  that  a Grt*at  Alany  Peo])le 
■■^«  re  taking  A Carrying  away  some  uf  the  Guns,  Ciirriagt's, 
•Shot  Ac.  lor  the  Particulars  of  which  1 bt'gg  leave  to  referr 
t*'  the  Inciosd  Copys  of  .Vfhdavits  aiul  to  the  Inciosd  Extract 
'^'f  the  Alinute  of  Council  Kelative  thereto. 
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And  Mv  Lord  I have  Just  been  informd  that  Mr.  Barnard 
Elliott  (a  Capt.  in  the  Troops  Raising  by  South  Carolina  i is 
in  the  back  Parts  of  this  ProAunce  Inhsting  Men  without 
having  made  the  least  AppHcation  to  me,  or  taking  am 
Notice  at  all.  Am  also  Informd  that  the  Committee  in 
Charles  Town,  or  Council  of  Safety  (as  they  call  themselves* 
it  is  not  Certain  which  have.  Appointed  three  Persons  a> 
Superintendants  or  Managers  of  the  Indian  Affairs  in  tin- 
Creek  Country,  and  also  three  to  Manage  the  Indian  Altai i < 
in  the  Cherokee  Country,  which  Matters  I also  Laid  befor** 
the  Council  and  Your  Lordship  will  see  their  Opinions  A 
Ad\ffce  by  the  Inclos’d  Extract  of  the  Minutes  And  thus 
Your  Lordship  sees  that  the  Powers  of  Government  aiv 
wrested  out  of  mv  Hands,  that  Law  & Government  are  nearly 
if  not  quite  annihilated  ct  a mere  Nominal  Governor  can  lu- 
of  little  use  & to  me  a most  disagi’eeable  Situation  &:  its  not 
in  my  Power  to  Su])port  either  any  Longer,  the  Principal 
Reasons  of  this  Great  <k  sudden  Change  A falling  off‘,  I gave 
Your  Lordship  in  the  aboye  Letters  referrd  to.  And  Yonr 
Lordship  will  best  Judge  what  is  Necessary  or  Proper  to  Ix' 
done.  My  Lord  Pardon  me,  but  the  more  I think  of  the 
Present  State  of  Affairs  between  Great  Britain  &:  the  Colonies, 
the  more  I am  Convinced  of  the  Propriety  of  what  I men- 
tioned in  mv  Letter  of  the  24  of  August  No.  26. 

The  Provincial  Congress  is  now  sitting  here  And  Yesterday 
I reed  the  Inclosd  Application  from  them  to  which  Your 
Lordship  will  see  mv  Answer  and  had  I not  done  so,  I Pre- 
sume they  would  (as  in  other  Provinces)  have  Appointed  oiu‘ 
themselves.  I am  Informd  Delegates  are  chosen  to  Proceed 
Immediately  to  Philadelphia  and  that  our  Ports  S:  Courts 
are  to  be  shut  up,  which  I believe,  altho  I C’annot  Positively 
assert  it,  as  Nothing  is  yet  Publishd  or  made  Public. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  £st(‘em 
My  Lord,  Your  Lordship's 

most  oblig’d  A most  obed‘  Serv^ 

Ja.  AVkight. 

The  Ead  of  DartTuouth  A'c  Ac. 

[ ludovst'd  \ 

R 19th  August. 
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[In  Sir  James  Wright’s  (No.  52)  of  8th  July  1775.] 
Gkokgia, 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  James  Wright  Bart  Captain  General 
(iDvernor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  His  Majesties 
siiid  Province  Chancellor  and  Ordinary  of  the  same 

May  it  Please  Your  Excellency 

The  Provincial  Congress  deeply  concerned  at  the  Present 
Alarming  State  of  Affairs  and  distresses  of  America,  humbly 
re(|eiist  that  Y^our  Excellency  would  Appoint  a day  of  Fast- 
ing and  Prayer  to  be  Observed  throughout  this  ProGnce, 
That  a happy  reconciliation  may  soon  take  Place,  between 
America  and  the  Parent  State,  And  that  under  the  Auspicious 
Keign  of  His  Majesty  and  his  Descendants  both  Country s 
may  remain  United,  AYrtuous,  Free  and  happy  untill  time 
shall  be  no  more. 

By  order  of  the  Congress 

Arch""  Bullock  President. 

Dated  in  Provincial  Congress  ) 
the  7th  day  of  July  1775.  f 

My  Answer,  Gent^'- 

I have  taken  the  Opinion  of  His  Ylaj*-'”  Council  relative  to 
tlie  request  made  by  the  Gent“  who  have  assembled  together, 
by  the  Name  of  a Provincial  Congress,  and  must  Premise 
that  I cannot  C’onsider  that  Yleeting  as  Constitutional,  But 
as  the  request  is  Expressed  in  such  Loyal  and  Dutifull  Terms, 
and  the  Ends  proposed  being  Such  as  Every  Good  Man  must 
most  ardently  wish  for  I will  Certainly  appoint  a Day  of 
Fasting  and  Prayer  to  be  Observed  throughout  this  Province. 

Ja.  Wright,  Sav"  7th  July  1775. 

To  Stephen  Drayton  JuiF  and  the  other  Gentlemen  who 
waited  on  the  Governor. 
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GOV.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  DAKT- 

MOUTH.” 

10  July  1775. 

No.  53.  Savanah  in  Georgia  the  lUth  of  July  1775. 

My  Lord, 

Since  Writing  niy  Last  of  the  8th  Inst.  Capt.  Maitlaiul 
Arrivd,  the  Warlike  Schooner  fitted  out  as  Mentioned  bt'foii 
went  to  Sea  and  met  with  tlie  Ship  about  4 Leagues  from  lb*- 
Bar  Condiictd  her  in  it  then  took  out  all  the  Gun  Powder  nn 
Board  Amounting  to  about  Six  Tons  as  the  Capt.  tells  me  anfi 
which  is  now  in  the  Hands  of  the  Liberty  Peo])le  here  who 
Forcibly  Hold  it  against  the  Owners.  The  Capt.  is  going  to 
make  a Protest  against  them  which  if  done  before  the  Yess.  i 
(by  wliich  this  is  to  ge>)  Sails,  I shall  send  Y^our  Lordshi])  a 
Copy  of  it  for  your  more  Particular  Information.  I am  also 
to  Acquaint  5rour  Lordshij)  that  the  Sandwich  Packet  Arri\ cl 
at  Charles  Town  on  the  second  Inst.  When  Yonr  LordsnijO 
Letters  and  those  from  Mr.  Pownall  A indeed  every  Lette  r 
(.lirected  to  me  both  Public  A Private  were  seized  iq)on  A 
opeud  in  Charles  Town  A on  the  Evening  of  the  8th  Inst. 
I receiv’d  them  seald  up  again  by  the  Deputy  Post  MastcT 
General  in  Charles  Town  and  Indors’d  thus  “Opemed  by  tin- 
Committee  of  Inspection  at  (fiiarles  Town”  G.  Rou[)ell. 

I must  also  Acc[uaint  Your  Lordsliip  tliat  a Committee' 
from  the  Provincial  Congiess  now  sitting  here,  was  stmt  to 
the  Post  Office,  Who  Order’d  the  Deputy  Post  Master  here, 
not  to  send  me  any  of  my  Lettt'rs,  but  aftcT  the  Congress  had 
Deliberated  on  the  Matter,  a Mt‘ssage  was  sent  to  the  Po>t 
Master  that  he  might  delivcu-  them.  And  I accordingly  rt‘cei\d 
them  aftei'  about  an  Hour's  Detention  so  that  Your  Lord>lii[ 
sees  there  is  an  End  of  all  ( ’orrespondence  And  I cannol 
Atteni[)t  to  send  any  Answers  to  Your  Lordships  ladtc'is  in 
Future*  from  Hence  by  the  Post  to  Charles  I\*wn  in  order  to 
go  by  the  Packed,  for  were  I to  do  it,  they  woidel  Ce'itainl' 
beAnterce'pti'd.  The'  la'tte'is  now  re'ceivd  freun  Vour  Lordshii’ 
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art’  only  the  Original  and  Duplicate  of  Your  Lordships  Cir- 
fular  Letter  of  the  15th  of  April  last,  signifying  His  Majesty’s 
rit*asure  that  the  orders  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
King’s  Forces  in  America,  And  Under  him  of  the  Major 
( f enerals  A Brigadier  Generals,  Shall  be  Supreme  in  all  Cases 
nl.’itive  to  the  Operation  of  the  the  said  Troops  A be  Obeyed 
Accordingly,  Which  will  Certainly  be  duly  Observed  by  me. 

It  being  Impossible  My  Lord  for  me  to  submit  to  these 
daily  Insults,  I must  again  request  His  Majesty  will  be 
(iraciouslv  Pleasd  to  Give  me  Leave  to  return  to  England. 

5H  Lord  I Cannot  vHte  with  Freedom  or  have  Several 
things  to  say.  God  Grant  Conciliatory  Measures  may  take 
I 'lace.  And  I Conceive  there  is  not  an  hour  to  be  lost,  the 
Srate  of  Affairs  will  not  Admit  of  the  least  delay. 

I am  this  Moment  Informd  that  the  Congress  intend  to 
Raise  300  Men.  Mr.  Habersham  is  gone  to  Philadelphia  for 
the  recovery  of  his  Health  and  I begin  to  think  a Iving’s 
Governor  has  little  or  no  business  here. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  Avith  gi-eat  Deference 
My  Lord  Your  Lordship’s 

most  Obliged  and  Obedient  Hl)le  SerA'* 

Ja.  Wright. 

Ihe  Earl  of  Dartmouth  Ac  Ac. 

[ TmlorfiefT] 

R 19th  Aug^- 


(iOV.  SIR  JAS.  "UTilGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  DART- 
MOUTH.*- 

11  Jr  LA’  177a. 

Savax.ui  in-  Gkokoia  th('  11  of  July  1775. 

Lord, 

H.aving  M rote  lour  Lordship  V(‘rv  fully  by  the  last  Cnnv('y- 
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ance,  I have  little  to  add,  Imt  that  the  ship  with  the  Gmi 
Powder  beiiij:^  Arrived,  the  Liberty  Folks  have  Seized  ii})uu 
the  whole  aiiioiintin^  to  about  Six  Tons. 

M auv  Pjetty  Extraordinary  things  are  Talkt  of  as  inteiuh'd 
to  be  done  by  tlie  Ck>ngress.  Amongst  others  to  liaise  thi(M> 
hundred  Men  and  to  Issue  Money  to  Pay -and  Support  them 
Ac.  of  all  which  I shall  (as  it  is  rny  duty  to  do)  take  care  to 
give  Your  Lordship  a True  Account  as  soon  as  their  Proceed- 
ings are  made  Public. 

Pray  God  Grant  a ha})])V  and  speedy  reconciliation. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  perfect  Esteem,  My  Lord, 
YT)ur  Lordshi})'s 

most  obliged  and  obedient  Seiv* 

Ja.  tv  right. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  Ac  Ac. 

[ TnAorse^l] 

K 19th  Aug^ 


GOV.  Sill  JAS.  TVHIGHT  TO  SEC’.  LOPiD  DAKT- 

MOUTH.- 

18  .Ti'i-V  177o. 

No.  54.  S.WANNAH  IX  Georgia  the  iHth  of  July  1775. 

My  Lord, 

On  the  Pltli  instant  the  Provincial  CV)iigress  .sent  me  an 
Address  of  which  the  Inclosed  is  a Gopy  and  which  I c-on- 
ceive  ('outains  two  or  thrct*  (’harges  against  im*  Viz:  that 
I would  not  allow  the  Assembly  to  nu'ct  or  sit  in  ordt'r  to 
take  Measui'cs  for  tin*  Kedress  of  Gri(‘vam‘cs. 

And  tliat  1 ha\t'  .M isiepreseiitctl  tin'  State  of  tlie  Province 
for  that  it  a})j>ears  from  tin*  Extiacts  of  my  letters  which 
liavti  been  Publishi'd  tliat  1 rather  meant  to  favour  the 
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I)t‘sij;(ns  of  the  Minister  than  to  Give  an  Impartial  Aceonnt 
nf  the  Real  State  of  things. 

And  that  I have  Given  Prejudicial  Information  against 
many  Persons  in  this  Province. 

This  Address  My  Lord  I laid  before  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Conncil  and  the  Extracts  of  my  Letters  which  have  been 
Published  were  all  read  Viz  : *25  July  71,  18  August  24  August 
18  October  A the  18  of  December  74  and  they  were  all 
rnanimous  in  opinion  that  there  is  not  any  Just  or  real 
cause  or  Grounds  for  the  said  Accusations  and  that  the 
Several  Matters  mentioned  in  the  said  Letters  are  consistent 
with  Truth  and  that  there  is  no  ^lisrepresentation  whatever, 
and  for  Your  I.ordship's  more  j)articular  Information  I beg 
leave  to  refer  to  the  Inclosed  Minutes  of  Council  and  to 
Observe  that  the  Reason  of  the  Prorogation  in  Nov^  Avas 
because  the  Situation  of  Affairs  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  Colonys  Avere  then  in  a very  uncertain  state.  The  Peti- 
ti(ui  of  the  Continental  Congress  to  His  Majesty  Avas  not 
then  got  home,  and  a New  Parliament  to  meet  in  Dec^  and 
being  hopefull  that  the  Events  of  those  A’ery  ^Material  Cir- 
cumstances would  be  knoAvn  toAvards  tlu‘  End  of  Januarv  it 
w;is  thought  advisable  to  Postpone  the  Meeting  of  the 
Assembly  till  that  time,  and  it  was  Ac'cordingly  Prorogued  to 
the  17th  of  Januarv  at  Avhich  time  it  wms  most  ardently 
wished  that  the  I'jiper  and  LoAver  Houses  of  Assembh' 
should  State  their  Grievaiices  or  su]'»posed  Grievance's  in 
Recent  and  Pro])er  Pe'titions  to  the*  (Town  ami  Parliament, 
and  for  which  purpose  some  Pe'titions  were  given  in  to  the 
House*  of  Assembly  8igne‘d  by  a great  many  very  res])ectable 
Persons  Avhich  were  tre*ated  with  Contt'ui})! : And  as  Soon  as 
they  met  a Message  was  Se'iit  from  the*  E])]i(*r  House*  desiring 
a (’onference  Avith  the  LoAve*r  House*  on  those  matters,  but 
wh(*n  th(*y  juet  to  Confer  the  LoAve*r  House*  aaouUI  not  agrt*e 
to  anything,  and  the  Affair  dropt  and  I se^on  discove*red  there 
w;is  M Petition  from  tlie  Provincial  ( 'ongr«'ss  re'ady  to  Pivse'ut 
the  House  and  tliat  a Membe*r  had  it  in  his  Poe'kt't  for  tliat 
I'Ui'pose',  and  I Avas  Ave*ll  Inform'd  tliat  tln*y  had  got  everv 
thing  prepared  ready,  ^Motions  and  Re'solve*s  all  in  Avriting 
•'4'proving  of  the  Resolutions  of  the*  Contim*ntal  CemgTe'ss  in 


f! 

I ' ■ ' 


i 


198 


LETTERS  EROi>t  SIR  JAMES  WRIGHT. 


Sept,  and  Oct*'  and  that  they  were  to  a])prove  of  the  Proceeil- 
iiigs  of  the  Congiv.ss  here  in  January  and  to  send  Delegates 
to  meet  in  May,  all  these  things  I had  Information  of,  aini 
the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  well  knew  were  mean’t  to  la- 
proposd  and  no  doubt  but  they  would  haye  been  carried  and 
therefore  by  theu*  Unanimous  0})inions  and  adyice  1 
Adjou}*ned  them  from  the  10th  of  February  to  the  9th  of 
May,  by  which  time  we  Expected  to  know  the  Final  Deter- 
mination of  Parliament  relatiye  to  American  Aliairs,  and 
After  this  Adjournment  some  of  them  gaye  out  that  they 
woidd  not  meet  or  do  any  business  in  May,  and  as  I really 
wished  them  to  meet  and  to  do  business  at  that  time  I with 
the  adyice  of  the  Council  Issued  a Proclamation  calling  them 
to  meet  and  do  business,  and  when  I meant  to  take  some 
notice  of  Your  Lordship’s  Letter  relatiye  to  the  Eesolutions 
of  the  House  of  Commons  Ac.  Ac.  and  that  they  shoidd  dis- 
patch some  of  the  most  Material  Proyincial  Business,  aiul 
on  the  9th  of  May  some  of  them  met  but  made  no  House 
and  adjoiu-ned  to  the  10th  and  on  the  10th  some  met  but 
made  no  House  and  adjourned  to  the  11th  and  on  the  11th 
some  of  them  met  but  made  no  House  and  adjourned  over 
to  Monday  the  loth  which  was  a thing  they  had  no  right  to 
do,  and  considered  as  an  Insult ; Especially  after  being  Par- 
ticularly called  by  Proclamation  and  l>eing  Informed  by 
many  that  they  did  not  intend  to  make  a House  at  all,  I met 
the  Council  upon  it,  who  were  unanimously  of  Opinion  fr-om 
Avhat  they  had  heard,  and  had  actually  passed  that  they  did 
not  intend  to  make  a House  or  do  business  and  advised  me 
to  Prorogue  them,  Avhich  I accordingly  did,  and  Yet  they 
Pretend  I would  not  allow  the  House  to  sit  or  take  up  their 
Grieyances  as  a Legislatiye  Body,  or  the  legal  Eepresenta- 
tives  of  the  People,  Avhen  the  Fact  is  clearly  otherwise  or  as 
is  here  stated,  and  although  I would  not  Condescend  to  take 
any  Notice  of  this  Address  Yet  I think  it  my  Duty  to  Lay 
the  whole  behn-e  Y(mr  Lordship. 

On  the  13  instant  at  night  tAvo  Gentlemen  came  here  from 
Charles  Town  sent  as  I was  informed  by  the  Council  of 
Safety  there  and  they  haye  Prey  ail’d  on  the  Congress  to  let 
them  have  oUUO  weight  of  the  Gun  Powder  and  which  they 


t «ie  i»mw;  iMSTnu 


6«sw  O^te  (aA*to^;:»i^»lq5i«fe,^ 

........ , . '■“■  ...  “ 


:‘v| 


M9(i*riiS»0*fMfl 


ik{j&  tm  WWfioM  #1 


.1 

,.  1>.W  .,«,*io*  l0'.’i»W»l'  > 

-f■‘|:f®  .TJRiC*'S,?i 

^ '.{law.  ,8iiisfiA.|^;M38iai  •i<j'^-l(oiJiataiiii'  ' 

'’‘^^*fe?*®  '%  «»<»  -ioJ^  . 

„,  axai^iffeag  -wlJM  aaiioa. 

\»aBt>H"c>a“»fc«aj  ho^I 

^4*«f  i«Hi|:»ap^  ;IJ0I  «i}*  w.  .I«rt,  <&=» 

fe>«wi»oyj«  fcwa  ai«ttoH,5a  afjjuK^' 

trf  ,l%w  ,&' ^aii  ■ 7«fo«oJ(|..i  aj  ” 


K 


•'iD^  8^^^  ijtoA*  ;lrB4i«Ki83  Ula«ial.  lui  m ;fe<(«  ,of» 

*M.{.  ahaX'.MA«f  ; ...  .■  ii'.  t .Y  Y >»  - xm-'^r  m ... 


J7»«  I *«t  j W*  Yffiain 

bw6  s-ww  iwqii;  liaiijfod^^ 


.&*%: ^^^tsm  Ms&Mid' 

aut  feajsiv^a  i)fl«  «8e«ij»H<(  of>  to  ya»oH  I »jl*fit  oh  basrfiii  iaa 

,x....rA  A^^sjr'*'  f.  . r>r"  r t ^ k ,.  »■.  ...  ftO  . ■■-_  t* 


bf 


fott^  td. 


■'•®4.■.«^i  t Jo  8'>iJt.K  .Toa' 


,!5t  i «l|i»9«,.‘5wf  .%«>hw«-.» 

M oi  y/ih 

^^ili  i>0jS  llflTtl  Arf'l  Wk  f<lrkb.>j  .flUWL*  ......la 


Jo  ^ifgtiJW^OiWd  $vi4 


LETTERS  FROM  SIR  JAMES  ^nilGHT. 


109 


away  with  them,  and  I am  Informed  that  Some  of  the 
I.iiHTtv  People  here,  Assisted  in  Putting  on  board  the  Vessell 
»h«  V came  in  a brass  field  Peice  and  Carriage  belonging  to 
His  Majesty,  this  I did  not  hear  of  till  Afterwards,  but  if 
I hail  I could  not  have  Prevented  it. 

I understand  the  Congress  have  agreed  to  send  2000  weight 
id  (iun  Powder  into  tlie  Indian  Country  as  a Present  from 
die  Peojde  and  it  is  Particularly  Agreed  that  the  InditUis  be 
Acijuainted  that  it  is  not  from  the  Kivtf  or  from  Govcnnntnf 
.»r  from  the  S>ii>ennie)nkinf  or  from  the  Trnder.s  but  from  the 
(}f  the  Province  and  I am  much  xCfraid  this  will  raise 
Strange  Ideas  amongst  the  Indians  and  l)e  attended  with  very 
had  consequences.  They  have  appointed  here  what  they  call 
♦ Council  of  Safety  and  very  nearly  followed  the  example  of 
tiie  Carolinians  Except  as  to  liaising  an  Army,  it  was  pro- 
jMised  to  raise  3o0  men  but  after  great  debates  that  was 
canned  in  the  Negative  and  this  Province  having  now  Join’d 
'*ith  the  others,  I am  well  Informed  that  the  Gentlemen  who 
came  from  Carolina  Assured  the  Congress  here,  that  if  they 
"liould  on  any  Account  want  Assistance  they  should  Imniedi- 
ttely  have  it  to  the  amimnt  of  1000  men.  I am  Humbly  to 
quest  that  His  Majesty  will  be  Graciously  pleased  to  Give 
nil-  leave  to  return  to  England  in  order  to  Resign  the  Goveni- 
meiit. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord,  Your  Lordship's 

most  obliged  and  obedient  Servant 

Ja.  IVrioht. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  Ac.  Arc.  Ac. 


R 10th  Oct(d)er. 
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GOY.  SIR  JAS.  YRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  DART- 
MOUTH.* 

29  July  1775. 

No.  55.  Savannah  in  Georgia  the  29tli  of  July  1775. 

My  Lord, 

Since  my  last  of  the  18tli  instant  No.  54  the  Council  of 
Safety  as  they  Call  themselves,  have  in  a Solemn  Maiiiit  r 
forbid  the  Rector  of  the  Parish  to  preach  any  more  in 
Church,  and  he  has  been  so  much  threatened  that  on  the  •25ih 
instant  he  left  the  to^\'n  and  went  over  into  Carohna,  tl-t 
reason  given  for  this  is,  because  he  refused  to  Preach  a St'i- 
mon  and  observe  a East  which  had  been  directed  by  tlu 
Continental  Congress,  to  be  observed  throughout  all  tlit* 
Colonies,  and  has  Reflected  on  the  Conduct  of  the  Americans. 
xAnd  My  Lord  on  the  24th  instant  about  9 OCTock  at  Night 
I heard  a very  great  Huzzaing  in  the  Streets  and  on  Sendiii;,: 
out  found  they  had  seized  upon  one  Hopkins  a Pilot  aiul 
were  Tan’ing  and  Feathering  him,  and  Soon  after  th(‘v 
brought  liim  in  a Cart  along  by  my  House  and  such  a Horrid 
Spectacle  I really  never  Saw,  they  made  the  Man  Stand  u}> 
in  a Cart  with  a Candle,  in  his  Hand  and  a gi'eat  maii\ 
Candles  were  Carried  round  the  Cart  and  thus  they  went 
through  most  of  the  Streets  in  town  for  upwards  of  three 
Hours. 

And  on  Inquiring  what  he  had  done,  I was  Informed 
that  he  had  behaved  disrespectfully  towards  the  Sons  of 
Liberty  and  Drank  some  Toasts  which  gave  great  otleiice. 
but  for  Your  Lordship’s  more  Paidicular  Information  in  both 
these  Matters  I inclose  a Copy  of  the  Athdavits  of  the  Part  v- 
and  the  News  Paper  and  I must  at  the  same  time  observe 
that  I cannot  believe  this  Conduct  is  Promoted  or  x\]>proved 
of  by  the  People  in  General,  but  oidy  by  some  very  Vioh'iit 
ones  amongst  them  aiul  the  iMob.  Your  J^ordship  will  h‘ 
the  best  Judge  what  is  most  Proper  to  be  done,  but  1 h» 
leave  again  most  heartily  to  wish  tliat  Conciliatory  Mea>ui  t ^ 
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iiiav  Speedily  take  place  or  total  Ruin  and  Destruction  will 
soon  follow,  and  America  Lost  and  Gone. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordship’s 

most  Obliged  and  most  Obed*^  BeiW* 

Ja.  WrighT; 

P S.  1st  of  Aug®^  The  Delegates  went  away  for  Philadelphia 
yesterday.  I forgot  to  mention  that  the  Committee  here 
take  upon  them  to  Order  Ships  and  Yessells  that  anive  to 
Depart  again  without  sutiering  them  to  come  up  to  the  To^\ti 
and  unload.  Some  they  admit,  some  they  Order  away  Just 
as  they  please  and  exactly  Copy  after  Carolina,  and  are 
making  a very  Rapid  Progress  in  the  execution  of  their 
Assumed  Powers.  c£10,000  Sterling  is  to  be  Issued  in  Notes 
or  Certificates  and  Your  Lordship  will  see  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Congress  by  the  Inclosed  News  Paper,  and  beg  I Leave 
to  Repeat  that  no  Correspondence  is  safe,  I dare  not  Venture 
a Single  Letter  by  the  Post  to  Charles  Town,  for  the  Packet 
or  to  send  any  to  Y^our  Lordship  but  under  Cover  as  Private 
Letters.  No  Sloop  of  V ar  or  Cniizer  is  come  yet. 

J.  W. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  Ac.  Ac.  A. 

\^Indorfied] 

R 10th  OcP- 

[In  Sir  Jas.  Wight’s  (No.  55)  of  29th  July  1775.  ]* 

Georgia.  The  Deposition  of  John  Hopkins  of  the  Town  of 
Savannah  ^Mariner  taken  on  Oath  the  twenty  fifth 
Day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  five  before  the  Honourable  Anthony 
Stokes  E^cp'*’  Chief  Justice  of  the  Province  afore- 
said. 

Tliis  De])omait  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists 

Almighty  God  maketh  Oath  and  saith  That  about  nine  of 
tlu‘  Cl(jck  in  the  Evening  of  the  twenty  fourth  Instant  as  this 
I'fponent  was  sitting  at  supper  with  his  family  there  came 
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to  this  Deponent’s  House  a nnniher  of  Persons  fsome  wvi  p 
in  disguise)  and  opened  the  door.  That  Joseph  Reynolds  of 
Savannah  Bricklayer,  Oa]J.  ]\IcCluer  Capt"  Banner  at 
Present  of  Savannah  Mariners  laid  hold  of  this  Deponent, 
without  saying  anything  to  him  That  as  soon  as  the  aforesaid 
People  laid  hold  of  this  De})onent  a gi*eat  number  nislied  in 
& himied  this  Deponent  out  of  his  house  led  him  to  the 
out  side  of  the  Town,  That  they  Consulted  to  'tar  <fe  feather 
him  but  the  Majority  resolved  to  Garry  him  to  a nu^re  public 
place.  Accordingly  they  led  this  Deponent  into  the  mithile 
of  the  square  near  to  the  Dial  in  Savannah  A striped  this 
Deponent  of  his  Jacket  A'  Shirt  and  with  gi*eat  reluctance 
left  the  rest  of  his  Apparrel  on  him  And  then  they  })roceeded 
to  tar  and  feather  this  Deponent  And  immediately  put  this 
Deponent  into  a CaiT  A Carted  him  up  A'  down  the  Streets 
of  Savannah  for  upwards  of  three  Horn's  in  the  Above  Con- 
dition That  during  the  aforesaid  Time  they  Carted  this  De- 
ponent to  the  Liberty  tree  And  there  swore  they  would  hang 
him  That  the  said  Banner  said  “he  was  rather  fat  But  He 
would  go  up  the  tree  A'  hang  this  Deponent”  That  the  said 
Banner  fuiTher  said  “ that  unless  he  would  diink  “ Damnation 
to  all  Tories  A Success  to  American  Liberty”  he  should  be 
hung  immediately,  which  request  this  Deponent  was  obliged 
to  Comply  Avitli,  that  they  continued  to  abuse  this  Deponent, 
gave  him  a great  Deal  of  ill  Langnage  A'  upbraided  him  witli 
his  Conduct  That  some  one  or  other  said  That  if  they  Could 
lay  hold  of  the  Parson  they  would  put  him  along  side  of  tlii> 
Deponent  in  the  Cart,  That  this  Deponent  also  heard  said  in 
the  Mob  that  Mr.  Smith  should  be  next  And  that  they 
intended  to  Continue  on  untill  they  had  Tarred  A feathered 
all  the  Tories  or  Words  to  That  Effect,  That  this  Deponent 
saw  in  the  Aforesaid  Mob,  together  with  the  Persons  afore- 
mentioned, Thomas  Lee  Carpenter  John  S])encer  Carpent»‘r, 
Alexander  Phomix  Merchant  Ambrose  Wright  Planter 
Samuel  Wells  Mariner  Francis  Arthur  (^f  Savannah  Surveyor. 
Oliver  Bowen  iMei’cdiant  .)(din  iMcCluer  A Capt.  iMcCluer 
Joseph  Habtu'sham  A Fraiuds  Harris  Gentleman  (Jnintin 
Pooler  Merchant  (’apt“  Hawkins  Marim'r  A Thomas  Hamil- 
ton Butcher  A several  others  tlmt  this  D(‘ponent  cannot 
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recollect  That  between  the  Hours  of  Twelve  & One  of  the 
dock  at  Midnight  they  discharged  this  Deponent  at  the 
Vciidue  House  with  orders  to  beg  “all  America  pardon.” 
Sworn  the  Day  A Year  ) John  Hopkins. 

Aforesaid  f 

Anthony  Stokes. 

I desire  that  a Warrant  may  Issue  against  the  abovenamed 
Joseph  Ee^niolds  of  Savannah  Bricklayer  A Capt“  George 
Jhunier  Mariner  A against  none  of  the  other  persons. 

John  Hopkins. 

A true  Copy.  Preston  A Pryce. 

fin  Sir  James  Wright’s  (No.  55)  of  29tli  July  1775.*] 
Georgia  ss. 

The  Reverend  Haddon  Smith  Rector  of  the 
Parish  of  Christ  Church  being  duly  sworn 
saith, 

Tliat  on  Saturday  the  Twenty  second  Day  of  this  Instant 
July  about  nine  of  the  Clock  in  the  forenoon  some  Gentle- 
men came  to  this  Deponent’s  House  at  the  Parsonage.  That 
this  Deponent  being  up  Stairs  in  his  Chambers  sent  down 
word  immediately  to  desii’e  the  Gentlemen  to  walk  in  A he 
would  wait  upon  them.  That  before  this  Deponent  came 
down  Staii’s  he  heard  some  one  of  them  to  say  “We  cannot 

alk  in”  or  words  to  that  purport.  That  this  Deponent 
then  concluded  who  they  were  A went  down  directly  to  them. 
I hat  this  Deponent  saw  standing  in  the  Porch  of  the  House 
Peter  Tarling  of  St.  John’s  Parish,  Jonathan  Cocliran  of 
Saint  Andrews  Parish  Planters,  Edward  Teefair  of  Savannah 
Merchant,  George  Walton  of  Savannah  Esc^*"^  A:  Oliver  Bowen 
of  Savannah  Merchant  A some  others.  That  the  afore.said 
Peter  Tarling  held  a written  Paper  in  his  hand  and  read 
from  it  to  this  Deponent  the  following  words  “Sir  from  Your 
('onduct  in  disobeying  the  Orders  of  the  Congi-ess,  You 
•Of  ih fined  an  Enemy  to  Aiiu'rica  A by  Orih'r  of  the  Com- 
Juittee  We  are  to  inform  you  that  you  are  to  bt‘  sutl’ered  no 
iongm*  to  officiate  in  tliis  Town”  or  Weirds  to  that  Etlect, 


j.  5‘;>  i.il^l^rM  ill.  i*w)irv‘’“ 

....  . ...  ... . .^,  A 


■45: 

^f<l:’  -te.  x^  «-.  , 

y b®OTifn9'/od«  sift  Ja^gi*  ituim'/f.  i ihdi  s-desL  I 


_T»I  - -'-'  ® '’^I^I  rs.ta  -iJk..^*/  /.  JIH 


.•fp' 


■Ik.. 


OT  x;I«£44€8  liil(,3<5  ,oK)  a*»dgW89wi.^;^^^  ^ ■ 


4i* 


»?? 


. . ®*  mlMB.  6as?»7«a'’-edT:-...||*^  :,ii  t ■*» 

s'B.ri.r,  e'jiSiiloqsQ  aiift'ol  sutiw  osm^.^ 


m ,aUiw  ctl  «^«Ijasf)  sift  ewifedi'd*  yklsifwij^  friov* 

uoqorVas  fetoow 

■fl  iQi|fia|y//‘'  3o«9iio  ‘iUS  iwwad  W tniaig  r#al) 


.,r»b' 


iitmn<i&a  aidit  tiMif  Jnxfuiq  ijidspi  j^ott  io  "ax  jUuVA 
“'  , a?^  5i  W*r|t»%®rf*  M)nbttC»  o»).ft  S 

wwoir  sa»  |i>  dom^  9tb  ai  guifcoals  •«b«  iiwaoqsa  aixftfliMlTj™ 
v „,  \t  &*ky««f»oO  aodi^a»l  ,i{my,S;.«’«,IoT.  ,iS'‘  Io  gailwT  lolo'ir 

iSTsla^Sdsh^q  «W0il*ttA  initJi'‘% 

■ flswoir  xoyilO  A '"^'d  iLawui  fh&lo  aotln'ff  rjgiooO.JBBdo  wK  f 


Wf<»o  »woam  iambrnUMuixd^aii  lt>i 


H..:m  ^ .,...  ... 

13^  %^xolixWq4  tft  9^  a«y41mfei>i>'j‘iirjoi<u  olVk  aW^lJou*'* 

iTt^--";^  ^ — i-~j^......- ‘' 


M 


m 


LKTTI5US  FROM  SIR  .TAMES  M*RiGttt. 


That  the  aforesaid  Peter  Tarlin^  haveing  read  the  paper 
abovemeiit'^  he  together  M'ith  the  rest  of  the  Persons  iinine- 
diatelv  went  away  witliont  giving  this  Depoinnit  an  (^ppm- 
timity  to  reply  or  ask  for  the  Paper  since  which  this  Deponent 
hath  not  thought  himself  safe  in  doing  his  Duty  as  Pector. 

H ADDON  Smith. 


Sworn  the  2oth  Day  ) 
of  July  1775.  f 
before 


Anthony  Stokes. 


A True  Copy 

Preston  A PitYCE. 


GOV.  SIK  JAMES  WRIGHT  TO  SEC  LORD  DART- 
MOUTH.^ 

7 Arorsr  177.5. 

No.  56. 

Savannah  in  Georgia  the  7th  of  August  1775. 

My  Lord, 

It  Gives  me  great  Concern  that  every  letter  I now  write  to 
Your  Lordship  is  to  Give  you  accounts  of  the  very  illegal. 
Insolent  and  Dangerous  Transactions  of  the  Libeily  Peo]ilc 
here.  On  the  2d  Instant  a Complaint  was  made  to  the  Cliit'f 
Justice  against  Ebeiiezer  McCarty,  Florence  Mahoney  aiul 
Wm.  Davis,  and  on  takhig  Attidavits  against  them,  it  a])j)ear- 
ed  amongst  other  Matters  that  the  said  McCarty  had  been 
Inlisting  im*n  in  this  Town  for  one  of  the  Carolina  Regiments, 
and  on  a Warrant  being  Issued  and  the  Partys  l)eing  A]>prc- 
hended,  the  said  McCarty  was  l)y  the  ('hief  Justice  C'oni- 
mitted  to  Goal  as  not  Bailable  ; and  on  tin'  5rd  Instant  a 
AVrit  of  Habi'iis  ('or])us  was  a])plit‘d  for  in  bt'half  of  the  said 
McC  'arty,  when  on  In'.aring  he  was  remanded  as  in')!  Bailabh'. 
And  that  Evening  a great  Numlu'r  of  Peo[)le  Assembh’il 
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toi;otlier  and  went  to  tlie  Goal  and  forced  it  open  and  took 
out  the  said  McCarty  who  was  Immediately  Set  at  Large, 
tin*  Pai*ti(tulars  of  all  which  Matters  yill  more  clearly  appear 
to  Your  Lordship  by  the  Inclosed  Athdayits.  And  on  the  5th 
iiist.  he  went  through  the  town  with  a Drum  Beating  up  for 
men ; and  passed  Close  by  the  Chief  Justices  door,  also  came 
very  near  my  house,  unparalled  Insolence  my  Lord ! and  this 
is  the  Situation  his  Majesty’s  Government  is  reducuid  to  in 
the  Proyince  of  Georgia. 

I Omitted  to  Mention  before  that  they  took  Possession  of 
the  Pul) lick  Magazine  to  put  the  Gun  Powder  in,  and  Ap- 
pointed a Guard  to  Protect  it  an  Olhcer  who  they  call 
('aptain,  and  I am  told  20  men,  and  who  still  Continue  to 
Guard  it  Day  and  Night. 

I must  also  Accpiaint  your  Lordship  that  throughout  the 
Province  every  Method  has  been  used  to  Cot/fjtell  the  People 
to  Sign  tlie  Association  ; and  those  who  Decline,  they  threaten 
to  Proscribe,  and  for  fear  of  that,  and  losing  their  Property, 
or  having  it  Destroyed;  Great  Nund>ers  have  been  Intimi- 
dated to  Sign,  and  I Suppose  by  far  the  greater  Part  of  the 
Province  have  Signed  it,  indeed  it  is  said  there  are  few  in  the 
(Muntry  who  have  not.  In  the  Parish  of  St.  Philip  I am 
Informed  the  Committee  have  Proscribed  one  Doctor  Traill 
for  Refusing  to  Sign  the  Association,  he  is  a very  Sensible 
(’lever  Man  and  in  very  Good  business,  but  they  have  ordered 
liim  to  Depart  the  Province  in  Eight  days,  and  there  is  now' 
a plan  Cam  ing  on  to  Wrest  the  Command  of  the  Militia  out 
of  my  Hands,  but  tliis  Probably  Avill  be  the  Subject  of  my 
m;xt  Letter. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Great  Deference  ' 

My  Lord  Y*our  Lordship’s 

mo.st  obliged  obedient  Servant 

Ja.  WRKiHT. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  Ac,  Ac.  Ac. 
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GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  DAETMOUTH.^ 

16  August  17To. 


Savannah  in  Georg lv  the  16th  of  Aug*-  1775. 

My  Lord, 

I had  the  Honor  to  receive  Your  Lordship’s  Circular  lett^v 
of  the  22nd  of  May  With  an  Account  of  the 'Death  of  tlu^ 
Queen  of  Denmark,  and  Inclosing  the  Gazette  Containing  the 
Orders  for  Mourning,  Which  I have  directed  to  be  Observe*  1 
here — And  the  Account  Your  Lordship  is  pleased  to  Give  of 
the  Health  of  His  Majesty  and  the  rest  of  the  Eoyal  Family, 
must  gi-eatly  Alleviate  the  aitiiction  of  that  Event. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord,  Your  Lordship’s 
most  obliged  and 

most  obedient  Hble  Seiwant 

Ja.  Wright. 


The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 


[Indorsed^ 

E 10th  Oeb*- 


GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  DAET- 

MOUTH.t 

17  August  1775. 

No.  57.  Savannah  in  Georgia  the  17th  of  Aug*-  1775. 
My  Lord, 

On  the  13  instant  I had  the  Honor  to  receive  the  Duplicate 
of  your  l.ordsliip's  Ictt*'!-  of  the  3d  of  May  No.  20,  the  Origi- 
nal of  which  must  have  been  Stop't  by  the  Committee  in 
C’harles  Town,  when  tlu'V  open'd  all  the  letters  by  the  May 
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Packet,  as  all  others  will,  if  they  can  Lay  their  Hands  upon 
them. 

If  any  fuilher  apphcations  are  made  by  Midshipmen  who 
may  have  xlcted  as  Masters  of  any  of  the  King’s  Ships,  I 
shall  direct  them  to  Apply  first  to  the  Lords  of  the  xVdmn-alty 
for  a Certificate,  as  Mentioned  in  Your  Lordship’s  letter. 

I Observe  what  your  Lordship  is  pleased  to  Say  with 
respect  to  my  Conduct  in  Endeavouring  to  prevent  the  Con- 
tagion from  Spreading  in  this  Province,  and  would  to  God  it 
had  been  in  my  Power  to  have  done  so,  but  it  was  not,  as 
Your  Lordship  will  Perceive  by  mv  several  letters  Xos.  48, 
49,  50,  51,  52,  58,  54,  55  and  56,  and  to  which  I beg  leave  to 
refer  for  the  Particulars  of  what  has  happened  here  since 
the  4th  of  June.  And  my  Lord  I am  now  again  constrained 
to  write  your  Lordship  a failher  Disagreeable  Account  of  the 
Proctjedings  of  the  Congi'ess  and  Liberty  People  here.  The 
Coiigi'ess  my  Lord  Determined  that  no  Mihtia  Officers  should 
remain  but  such  as  Signed  the  Association,  and  Directed 
that  the  Captains  of  the  Mihtia  should  order  Musters 
throughout  the  Province,  and  that  any  of  the  officers  that 
might  refuse  to  Sign  the  Association,  should  not  be  suffered 
to  act  any  longer,  but  that  the  People  should  Elect  others  in 
their  Places.  And  on  the  8th  instant  I received  an  xYpplica- 
tioa  fi*om  the  Committee  of  Safety  as  they  Call  themselves, 
a Coiy  whereof  is  Inclosed,  on  which  I ordered  the  Council 
to  be  Summoned  to  meet  on  the  15th  instant  when  I laid  the 
'^aid  Application  before  them  with  some  letters  I had  received 
from  several  of  the  Officers  a Copy  of  which  1 now  Inclose 
your  Lordship — these  officers  belong  to  the  three  Town  or 
^8avaiinah  Coinpanys — and  for  Yh)ur  Lordship’s  more  Partic- 
lar  Information  I also  Inclose  a Copy  of  the  Proceedings  in 
Council  on  this  occasion;  and  thus  vour  Lordship  sees  how 
they  are  going  on  Inu'e,  and  the  Sc*heine  and  Attempt  to 
^D-est  the  Command  of  the  ^lilitia  out  of  my  Hands,  and  it 
L said  th<‘  Committee  of  Safety  are  to  Give  Commissions  to 
tlu‘  IVople  who  are  to  C'hose  Offiet'is  in  tlu'  Poom  of  those, 
"ho  refuse  to  Sign  the  Association,  but  tliis  my  Lord  I can- 
not Yet  Assert  Although  I htlieW'  it  to  be  true. 

e have  received  an  Account  here  that  an  Armed  Yessell 
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or  two,  fitted  out  from  Charles  Town  Proceeded  to  the  Bar 
of  St.  Augustine  and  there  met  with  a Yessell  Bound  to  that 
Port,  which  had  a great  Quantity  of  Gun  Powder  and  IGiit:''' 
Stores  on  Board,  part  of  which  had  been  sent  on  shore  but 
that  they  took  out  of  her  15,000  weight  of  the  Gun  Powde  r 
which  they  had  Landed  Safe  at  Beaufort  Port  Eoyal  Soutli 
Carolina,  the  Conduct  of  the  People  here,  is  most  Infamous, 
one  Sheftall  a JeAv  is  Chairman  of  the  Parochial  Committer 
as  they  call  themselves  and  this  Fellow  Issues  Orders  to 
Captains  of  Yessells  to  depart  the  King’s  Port  without  Land- 
ing any  of  their  Cargoes  legally  Imported.  And  fresh  Insults 
continue  to  be  ofiei-ed  every  day,  and  no  Sloop  of  AYar  ar- 
rived yet. 

• My  Lord  I mentioned  in  my  last  some  means  used  to  com- 
pell  People  to  Sign  the  Association,  and  those,  Anth  Tarring 
and  Feathering  and  the  SJifjl/t  Punishment  of  Ordering  any 
that  Befuse,  to  quit  their  Habitations  on  a few  days  Xotici- 
are  executed  Avitliout  any  Hesitation ; and  one  Mr.  BroAvn  a 
Young  Gentleman  avIio  appeared  a little  Active  in  opposing 
the  Liberty  People,  has  been  most  Cnielly  Treated  in  the 
ToAvn  of  Augusta,  and  he  having  threatened  to  get  a party 
and  take  satisfaction,  the  Ofienders  liaised  a Number  of  Men 
in  the  Country,  and  Avrote  to  Savannah  to  the  Council  of 
Safety  for  Assistance,  and  a Party  of  the  Grenadier  Com- 
pany, and  some  of  the  Light  Infantry  Company  aaLo  Signed 
the.  Association,  set  cnit  from  hence  to  Augusta  the  ninth 
Instant,  Avitliout  any  Application  to,  or  Authority  from  nu\ 
but  I am  Avell  Informed  Avere  ordered  to  do  so  by  the  Couiu-il 
of  Safety,  and  its  said  they  by  Persuasions  and  threats.  Pre- 
vail’d on  a Gresit  Number  of  People  to  Join  them  as  they 
went  through  the  Country,  and  Avhat  Outrages  or  Acts  of 
^ ioleiice  they  may  Commit  before  they  return,  its  difiicult 
to  say,  though  as  I am  just  Informed  that  ^Ir.  BroAvn  has 
retired  into  Carolina,  Probably  nothing  iiniA'  hapju.'n.  . but 
my  Lord  are  these  things  to  be  sntlertal  in  a British  Govt'in- 
immtV  I am  really  tired  my  Lord  of  stating  i'rlmund  Finl-'' 
and  couhl  add  inort',  but  that  T may  not  ovm-  Burden  vour 
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lordships  Patience  I shall  Conclude,  and  have  the  Honor  to 
subscribe  myself 

Your  Lordship’s 

most  obliged  and  obedient  Servant 

Ja.  Wright. 

[^Indorsed] 

E 10th  OcP- 


GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  DAET- 

MOUTH* 

16  September  1775. 

No.  58.  Savannah  in  Georgia  the  16th  of  SepP  1775. 
My  Lord, 

Since  my  last  Nos.  54,  55,  56  and  57  by  way  of  Livei’pool, 
nothing  veiy  material  has  happened,  but  the  Liberty  People 
are  still  going  on  in  the  same  way,  and  m Consecpience  of 
tlie  Inclosed  I am  informed  that  Officers  have  been  Chosen 
by  every  Company  of  Militia  in  the  Province,  Some  who  had 
Commissions  have  been  Elected,  and  many  new  ones  chosen, 
so  that  these  Peojde  having  Signed  the  Association  will  now 
be  considered  by  the  Provincial  Congi-ess  and  the  other 
Bodys  as  under  their  Authority  and  Direction  and  not  the 
Kings  or  mine,  in  short  my  Lord  the  whole  Executive  Power 
is  Assumed  by  them,  and  the  King’s  Governor  remains  httle 
Else  than  Nominally  so.  I am  well  Informed  that  (me  Kirk- 
land in  South  C’arolina  to  whom  Mr.  Drown  (mentioned  in  my 
last)  had  applied  for  Protection,  on  hearing  of  the  Cruel  and 
Inhuman  treatment  Brown  met  with  at  Augusta,  Sent  to  the 
Et‘()ple  of  that  Place,  and  tlin'atened  to  Resent  that  treat- 
ni*‘iit  unless  Some  of  tlu‘  RingU'aders  were  Delivered  up  to 
lustice,  on  which  its  said  lU'ar  200  men  in  that  Ncigldamr- 
hond  are  gone  into  Carolina  in  Pursuit  of  Kirkland,  and  that 

* P.  K.  O.  Am.  ii  \V.  lucl.  vol.  2'M. 
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these  People  are  in  the  Pay  of  the  Council  of  Safety  Ikti*. 
out  of  the  X10,()()0  Sterhng  I wrote  Your  Lordship  bcfni, 
they  had  resolved  to  make  and  Issue,  this  my  Lord  is  siiic* 
the  affair  I mentioned  in  my  former  relative  to  Mr.  Brown, 
so  that  Your  Lordship  sees  the  great  and  Criminal  Strid.  ^ 
they  are  making  in  Subversion  of  Law  and  the  King’s  (b.\- 
emment  and  Establishing  one  of  their  own,  and  this  m-w 
Government  Seems  to  me  to  be  on  the  Following  Plan,  tin 
Provincial  Congi’ess,  a kind  of  Legislature  in  the  respect! vi* 
Pro\dnces,  subject  to  the  Controid  and  Direction  of  the  (’on- 
tinental  Congress  which  is  the  Supreme  Legislature  and  Gt)v- 
eniing  Power,  over  the  whole  Continent. 

The  Council  of  Safety  Seems  to  be  the  Executive  Branch 
in  each  Colony,  Subject  to  the  Provincial  CongTess,  and  tin- 
General  and  Parochial  Committees  Dispense  Law,  and  Exer- 
cise the  Powers  of  the  Several  Courts,  just  as  it  seems 
in  their  own  7>//cv,  for  how  far  they  have  any  Begard  to  the 
true  Principles  of  Either  Law  or  Equity ; your  Lordship  v ill 
Judge  from  the  folloAving  case,  which  was  determined  two  or 
three  days  ag(j  only,  Yiz,  a Ship  arrived  here  from  Seiu'gal, 
■wdth  a Cargoe  of  204  Slaves,  the  Captain  was  immediately 
ordered  not  to  ])roceed  to  Town,  or  to  Attempt  to  land  any 
of  the  Negroes  without  lei»*'e  of  the  Committee,  and  he  was 
then  Directed  to  Petitu)n  the  PaiH)chial  Committee  which  he 
did,  and  Although  he  had  not  only  Law,  but  many  Equitabh 
and  Substantial  reasons  on  his  side,  yet  he  w as  Ordered 
depart  the  Port  immediately  on  which  he  by  Petition  appealed 
to  the  General  Committee,  and  they  Affirmed  the  Orders  of 
the  Parochial  Committee,  and  the  Ca})tain  is  Compelled  to 
proceed  to  Sea  just  at  the  Eejuinox,  which  may  be  the  los> 
of  the  lives  of  numbers  of  them  as  we  often  have  very  Tem- 
pestuous wt'atlnn-  at  this  Season,  and  iudi'ed  the  Vessell  and 
Cargoe  may  Probal)ly  be  lost,  and  all  l\*rish,  and  if  not  th* 
Poor  Creatures  are  so  dispirited  at  the  thoughts  of  being 
earned  to  s(‘a  again  that  they  are  growing  sickly  and  many 
of  tlnmi  will  c«'rtaiidy  dye  frefoit'  they  can  gi-t  into  another 
Poll.  Th(i  C’aptain  intmids  hjr  St.  Augustine  if  tlu‘  wtaither 
p(*rmits  and  at  lu-st  snp])os(‘s  tin'  l^oss  to  tlu'  owiieis  will  hr 
near  if  not  quite  300U  Stt'iiing.  It  seems  Strange  Mv  l.oih 
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and  I cannot  help  lamenting  that  I can  get  no  kind  of  Intel- 
ligence from  General  Gage,  none  since  the  29th  of  April,  and 
many  False  Eeports  are  Spread  here  respecting  Engagements 
or  Pretended  Engagements  always  to  the  dishonor  and 
Defeat  of  the  King’s  Troops  which  have  the  worst  Effect 
Possilde,  T\ith  the  People,  and  I remain  wholly  in  the  Dark. 

I complained  of  this  to  General  Gage  and  also  Admiral 
Graves  by  letters  of  the  27th  of  June,  which  went  by  His 
Majesties  Ship  Scorpion,  but  I have  received  no  answers  yet, 
nor  have  I heard  any  thing  of  the  Sloop  of  War  which  A^our 
Lordship  long  ago  mentioned  to  have  been  ordered  here,  and 
which  I also  mentioned  to  the  Adnifral,  in  short  my  Lord  I am 
in  a most  disagreeable  situation. 

Since  the  Port  has  been  shut  up  the  People  in  the  Back 
Country  declare  that  no  Process  shall  be  Executed,  as  your 
Lordship  will  see  by  the  Copys  of  Depositions  now  Trans- 
mitted and  the  General  Committee  sent  for  all  the  Attomies 
last  Saturday  and  Kecomuiended  it  to  them  not  to  Issue  any* 
more  AVrits  or  Process  and  told  them  if  they  did  not  comply, 
that  they  would  call  the  ProGncial  Congress  to  compell  them 
to  do  it,  and  the  Attornies  were  to  give  their  answer  as  this 
day. 

I have  often  wished  for  the  Honor  of  a Conversation  vith 
Your  Lordship,  I could  have  said  much  that  there  is  no 
writing  and  Possibly  might  have  given  some  useful  hints. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Y^our  Lordship’s 

most  Obhged  and 

most  Obedient  Servant 

Ja.  Wright, 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  A"c.  Ac.  Ac, 

[ /;a/omv7] 
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GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  DAET- 

MOUTH.* 

33  September  1775. 

No.  59.  Savannah  in  Georgia  the  23rcl  of  Sept""  1775. 
My  Lord, 

On  the  17th  instant  a Vessel!  amved  here  from  Londun, 
one  Eainier  on  Board  of  which  was  250  baiTells  of  Gun 
Powder,  gi-eat  part  of  it  I am  Informed  is  His  Majestvs, 
being  the  Annual  Present  for  the  Indians  sent  out  to  Mr. 
Stuart  the  Superintendant,  and  the  rest  is  the  Property  of 
Persons  Concerned  in  the  Indian  Trade,  the  whole  of  whieh 
Immediately  on  the  Ships  arriyal  at  Tybee  was  seized  u})ou 
and  taken  out  by  the  Liberty  People  here  and  brought  up  to 
town  in  Great  Triumph,  and  is  Forcil)ly  kept  from  Mr.  Stuart 
and  the  owners,  who  meant  to  send  it  into  the  Indian 
Country — and  from  seyeral  Accounts  I haye  lately  receiveil 
I am  yery  Apprehensiye  it  will  be  Impossible  to  satisfy  tin* 
Creek  Imbans  and  kee})  them  quiet  if  they  are  not  speedily 
supphed  as  usual.  I am  well  informed  that  the  Council  of 
Safety  as  they  call  themselyes,  giye  . out  that  they  have 
receiyed  an  Answer  to  their  Talk  sent  to  the  Cherokees,  by 
which  those  Indians  declare  that  they  will  haye  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Dispute  between  Great  Britain  anel  the  Colonys  but 
that  if  tliey  do  interfere  at  all,  it  shall  be  in  l)elialf  of  the 
People  here,  who  they  know  and  not  for  the  White  People 
over  the  Great  Water  who  they  know  nothing  about,  had  the 
Sloo})  of  War  Your  Lordship  mentioned  so  long  ago,  been 
sent  here  then,  it  would  not  have  been  in  their  j)ower  to  have 
taken  away  any  of  tlie  Gun  Powder  out  of  any  of  the  Ves- 
sells,  but  she  is  not  yet  come,  and  I dont  lu‘ar  of  a Ship  of 
War  on  the  whole  Coast  to  the  Southward  of  Virginia,  only 
a TritHing  Sloo])  or  two. 

I can  only  liifonn  Your  l.ordship  of  Faets,  which  1 haN« 
faithfully  done  and  shall  eontinm*  to  do,  as  long  as  its  in  niN 
power.  Wind  Puunedy  tlu'se  Evils  may  rtuiuire,  is  for  the 
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wlsiloni  of  my  Superiors  to  determine,  Imt  I must  beg  leave 
tu  add,  tliat  from  the  situation  of  Affairs  here,  no  time  should 
he  lost,  it  is  really  a Wretched  State  to  be  left  in,  and  what 
its  impossible  to  submit  to  much  longer.  Government  totally 
Annihilated,  and  Assumed  by  Congresses,  Councils  and  Com- 
mittees, and  the  gi-eatest  Acts  of  Tyranny,  Oppression,  Gross 
Insults  <fec.  Ac.  Ac.  commited,  and  not  the  least  means  of 
Protection,  Support,  or  even  Personal  Safety,  and  these 
almost  Daily  Occurences  are  too  min^h  my  Lord. 

And  I must  not  Omit  to  Acquaint  Ahiur  Lordship  that  we 
have  no  Goal  or  Prison  of  any  kind  that  will  Confine  a Man 
an  hour,  unless  loaded  with  Irons,  had  this  ProGiice  (happily 
for  the  People)  Continued  in  a State  of  Duty  and  Obedience 
to  Government,  I am  Persuaded  the  Assembly  would  have 
Provided  for  Building  one,  But  since  things  have  taken  a 
Be  verse  turn  it  is  not  now  to  be  Expected,  and  therefore  it 
is  submited  to  Your  Lordship  whetlier  it  may  not  be  Proper 
to  Empower  me  to  order  one  to  be  Built  without  Delay,  a 
(h)od  and  Effectual  Goal  will  certainly  be  Necessary,  let 
tilings  Terminate  as  they  may,  for  even  if  a Conciliatory 
Plan  (which  is  much  to  be  wished  for)  should  finally  take 
l‘lace,  I presume  it  will  not  be  without  Exceptions  and  that 
it  may  be  thought  Expedient  to  make  some  Examples.  If 
one  is  Ordered  to  be  Built,  I think  it  would  be  better  on 
some  Part  of  the  Common  than  in  the  Town,  but  in  that 
<’ase,  I must  Observe,  that  there  is  a Law  which  was  Passed 
the  9th  of  June  1761  by  which  the  Common  is  appropriated 
to  Public  uses,  and  it  is  declared  that  it  shall  not  be  aliened 
or  Granted  away,  and  which  Law  is  still  in  force,  and  if  a 
Fort  is  ordered  to  he  Built,  it  must  be  on  some  Part  of  the 
Common. 

Ill  the  Toum  my  Lord  there  is  a Lot  by  that  Law  Appro- 
I'l  iated  for  Building  a Goal  upon. 

I have  the  Honor  to  lie  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord,  ITour  Lordship's 

most  Obliged  and 

most  Obedient  Servant 

Ja.  Wright. 
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P.  S.  Inclosed  are  some  Depositions 
relative  to  the  Taking  away 
the  Gun  Powder  out  of  Maitland’s 
Ship,  which  Could  not  be  got 
Sooner,  the  Eeason  is  Mentioned. 

[^Indorsed'] 

E 22nd  November. 
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GOV.  SIK  JAS.  AYKIGHT  TO  SEC.  DAETMOUTH.^ 

28  September  1775. 

No.  60.  , 

Savannah  in  Georgia  the  26th  of  Sept^  1775. 

My  Lord, 

At  the  Eequest  of  Mr.  Eobert  Smith  I Transmit  Your 
Lordship  the  Inclosed  Depositions  of  Mr.  Smith  and  several 
other  Merchants.  I have  Perused  the  same,  and  many  things 
therein  are  consistent  with  my  own  knowledge,  and  those 
that  are  not  altogether  so,  I firmly  believe  to  be  True. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord,  Your  Lordship’s 

most  Obliged  A 

most  Obedient  Servant 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

[Indorsed] 

E 21st  November. 
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GOV.  SIK  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  DAET- 

MOUTH,“ 

14  October  1775. 

No.  61.  Savannah  in  Georgia  tlie  14th  of  OcV  1775. 

My  Lord, 

Since  my  last  a Party  of  tlie  Back  Country  People  went 
armed  to  a small  Stockade  F(u-t  on  the  Ceded  Lands  wliich 
was  Gamsoned  by  a Party  of  the  Eangers,  and  Compelled 
the  Commanding  Ohictn-  to  deliver  it  up  to  them,  and  they 
then  Immediately  Sent  a Messenger  Express  to  the  Council 
of  Safety  here,  to  acquaint  them  what  they  had  done,  and 
receive  their  Directions,  and  those  People  Ordered  them  to 
Deliver  up  the  Fort  again  to  the  Othcer  and  return  to  their* 
habitations,  and  it  is  this  day  reported  that  another  Small 
Fort  on  those  Lands,  has  also  been  taken  from  the  Eangers 
who  Garrisoned  it,  but  this  I have  not  yet  received  an 
Authentic  account  of,  altho’  I suppose  it  is  true. 

and  in  slioil  my  Lord  the  Poison  has  Infected  the  whole 
Province,  and  neither  Law,  Government,  or  Eegular  Au- 
thority, have  any  Weight  or  are  at  all  attended  to. 

On  the  25  instant  my  Lord  an  Impriry  was  made  whether 
the  Vessell  with  the  Negroes  (mentioned  in  my  letter  No.  58) 
was  Sailed,  and  she  jiaviiig  been  Prevented  from  Sailing  by 
contrary  winds  and  bad  weather  it  was  hinted  by  2 of  the 
General  Committee  that  if  another  A})plication  was  made, 
Po.ssibly  they  miglit  be  Sutiered  to  land  and  an  application 
was  accordingly  made  and  the  next  day  the  26th  a Permit 
was  sent  down  by  the  General  Committee,  to  their  Otlicer  to 
let  the  Negi’oes  be  brought  u}),  and- on  the  2Sth  they  were 
landed.  Sevtnal  had  Dvt'd  in  the  mean  tiiiie,  and  Jnanv  ^Vere 
then  unable  to  Stir,  and  the  Cargo  in  General  I Siq)})ose  one 
third  less  in  value  than  when  the  Vessell  arrivial,  and  thus 
L)iir  Lordship  siH'S,  how  tin*  Kings  Port  and  mens  Property 
ale  in  the  Absolute  powtn*  of  these  Peo})le,  Wliether  this 
proceeded  from  a Motive  of  Humanity  or  wlu'ther  from  an 
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Apprehension  of  the  Consequences  of  being  hereafter  Called 
to  an  Account,  or  what  other  Keason,  I cannot  Say. 

TMiatever  Letters  Your  Lordship  may  have  thought  Propta* 
to  write  to  me  by  the  July  and  August  Packets,  Still  remain 
with  Lord  Wm.  Campbell,  on  board  his  Majesty’s  Sloop 
Tamer,  and  I Can’t  Say  how  much  longer  they  may  Continue 
there,  for  his  Lordship  Cannot  send  them  to  me,  nor  have 
I any  method  of  Sending  for  them  with  Safety.  I Presume 
His  Majesty’s  Cruizer  which  was  ordered  to  this  Prorince  in 
Februaiw  last,  has  been  Employed  much  more  for  His  MujcHttfs 
Service  Elsewhere,  than  She  could  have  been  here  in  Prevent- 
ing the  Gun  Powder  fi'om  being  taken  away  in  the  manner 
Your  Lordship  has  been  Informed  of,  and  Griung  other 
Assistance  which  She  might  Probably  have  done.  Inclosed 
your  Lordship  wiU  receive  one  of  the  Congress  Bills  as  they 
^ are  Called,  there  are  Many  Denominations  of  them  from 
five  Pounds  Downwards  and  each  Denomination  is  Signed  by 
Different  Persons  aU  Members  of  the  Provincial  Congi-ess, 
and  who  in  this  Instance  Your  Lordship  Sees,  Assume  the 
whole  and  Complete  Legislative  Power  of  the  three  Branches. 

I am  Informed  that  by  the  last  Post  fr*om  Charles  Town  a 
letter  came  fr*om  the  Continental  Congress,  Inclosing  a Talk 
from  them  to  all  the  Indians  upon  the  Continent,  it  is  Called 
a Peace  Talk,  Explaining  the  Nature  of  the  Dispute  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  and  desiring  the  Indiaus  to 
remain  quiet,  that  they  want  none  of  their  assistance;  and 
directing  the  Council  of  Safety  here,  to  appoint  Persons  to 
go  amongst  the  Indians,  and  to  watch  the  Superintendant’s 
Deputys  and  if  they  find  any  of  them  Attempting  to  stir  up 
the  Indians,  to  seize  upon  them  and  send  them  to  Tovm,  to 
the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  Province,  in  which  such  Deputy 
may  be  apprehended.  I have  not  seen  this  Talk,  but  I know 
the  Council  of  Safety  A People  here,  have  already  takt  ii 
upon  them  to  send  Several  Messages  and  Talks  to  the 
Indians,  and  in  Short  all  Powers  are  assumed  and  taken  fr<uii 
the  King’s  Governors  and  otlua*  Olticrrs. 

The  General  Court  was  held  on  the  10th  instant  when  Tt*n 
of  the  Jurors  refused  to  be  sworn,  and  some  of  them  behavod 
very  Lisolently  and  the  next  day  three  more  of  them  also 
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Ti  fused  to  be  sworn,  as  Your  Lordship  will  see  by  the 
Inclosed  Copys  of  the  Orders  of  Court,  and  on  which  occasion 
ilu'  Chief  Justice  I am  Informed  behaved  extremely  well  and 
spoke  in  a veiy  Spirited  and  Proper  manner,  all  the  Assistant 
Judges  were  absent  as  they  frequently  are,  indeed  Mr.  Jones 
Is  extremely  ill,  and  had  the  others  been  present  their  Cast  is 
such  that  the  Chief  Justice  could  have  expected  no  Assistance 
from  them. 

There  was  Intention  to  have  Prevented  the  Court  from 
sitting  or  doing  any  Business  at  all,  but  it  did  not  take  effect 
then,  and  really  my  Lord  there  is  hardly  a shadow  of  Gov- 
eiTiment  remaining.  I wTote  Your  Lordship  before  in  what 
manner  the  Command  of  the  Militia  was  Wrested  from  me, 
tliey  have  not  yet  attempted  to  obstruct  the  Court  of 
Chanceiy,  but  Except  that,  I have  scarce  any  Power  left,  but 
ProGng  Wills  and  Granting  Letters  of  Administration. 

With  Great  Deference  to  Your  Lordship  surely  its  Impos- 
sible that  these  things  can  be  Suffered  to  Continue,  or  that 
any  Gentleman  can  Submit  to  them,  and  I Presume  full  and 
Clear  Instructions  will  be  sent  what  course  to  take  in  every 
respect,  to  reduce  this  Province  and  People  to  Due  Obediance 
to  the  King’s  Authority,  Law  and  Government. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be 

My  Lord,  Y"our  Lordship’s 
most  Obhged  and 

most  Obecbent  Humble  Servant 

Ja.  Wright. 

P.  S.  My  Lord  last  week  Mr.  Clement  Martin  one  of  the 
Council  dyed,  so  that  if  Mr.  Elliot’s  Seat  is  not  vacant,  there 
is  now  a Vacancy  for  Mr.  TattnaU  if  Your  Lordsliip  approves 
of  him. 

[^Indorsed] 

E 8 Febmary  1776. 
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GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  DAET- 

MOUTH.* 

1 November  1775. 

No.  62.  Savannah  in  Georgia  the  1st  of  Nov'’  1775. 

My  Lord, 

My  last  letter  to  Your  Lordship  No.  61,  ha\dng  been  sent 
by  a Friend  by  way  of  Charles  Town,  and  it  being  Doul)tfull 
whether  he  may  be  able  to  get  it  safely  put  on  board  the 
Packet  or  other  Vessell,  I now  Inclose  Your  Lordship  a Co}>y 
of  it.  Smce  which  things  have  remain’d  tolerably  quiet  in 
this  Town,  but  the  People  in  the  Back  Parts  of  the  Province, 
foUovdng  the  Example  of  others,  are  forming  Cabals,  and 
setting  up  for  themselves ; they  give  out,  that  there  is  a new 
Government  now,  and  that  no  Application  is  to  be  made  to 
me,  but  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  and  I am  Informed  that  a 
Party  of  about  30  men,  are  gone  out  against  an  Indian  Town 
on  the  Oak-Mulgee  Eiver,  they  say  that  those  Indians  have 
Stoln  several  Horses  from  them,  and  they  are  gone  to  obtahi 
restitution,  or  satisfaction,  and  that  if  the  Indians  do  not 
give  it,  or  resist,  they  will  kil]  them : and  if  any  such  thing 
should  happen,  I apprehend  that,  with  the  Litemiption  given 
to  the  Trade  by  the  last  Congress  and  Committees,  will  most 
probably  Involve  us  in  a War  with  the  Indians,  so  that  Your 
Lordship  sees  we  are  in  a WofuU  Plight  every  way. 

I Inclose  your  Lordship  a Copy  of  a Talk  I lately  received 
from  the  Creek  Indians  and  had  one  much  to  the  same  Pur- 
pose from  the  Cherokees  and  my  letters  from  Mr.  Taitt  aiul 
others  all  agree  that  if  the  Indians  are  not  Immediately  sup- 
plied with  Ammunition,  and  the  Trade  opened  as  usual,  it 
will  be  Impossible  to  restrain  them,  on  which  I Jiulgtal  it 
highly  Expedient  that  the  Committee  People  who  art‘ 
Possessed  of  all  the  Powder  and  Ball  in  the  Province  shoidd 
know  what  Accounts  I rec(‘iv('d  nnd  sent  foi-  '2  of  them  as 
Private  Persons  and  Accpiainted  tlnmi  fully  of  all  my  Tntelli- 
gtmce,  in  tlu‘  ])resence  of  M(‘ssrs.  ( Irahani  and  Johnstoin'  - 
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of  His  Council,  and  they  said  they  were  ver^'  Clearly 

of  opinion  Tvdtli  me,  that  the  Indians  ought  to  be  Supplied 
with  Ammunition,  and  the  Trade  go  on  as  usual,  and  that 
there  is  a Necessity  for  it  and  I have  heard,  but  Can’t  say 
with  Certainty  that  it  will  be  so. 

Ten  days  ago  I had  an  account  of  the  Death  of  Mr.  Hab- 
ersham one  of  His  Maj^^’^  Council  and  Secretary  of  this 
Pro\Tnce  and  I have  Appointed  Mr.  John  Hume  to  be  Secre- 
tary, he  is  a relation  of  mine,  a firm  friend  to  Government 
and  a Person  that  Mr.  Knox  has  some  knowledge  of.  I well 
know  my  Lord  that  all  Officers  in  this  ProGnce,  have  always 
been  appointed  by  the  Crown,  Except  the  Treasurer,  but  my 
Lord  I hope  I may  not  be  thought  to  mention  it  from  selfish 
\iews,  when  I say  that  I Conceive  it  will  be  found  Necessaiy 
to  give  the  Governors  more  Influence  than  ever  they  had,  and 
I dont  know  any  way  it  can  be  easier  and  more  Effectually 
done,  than  by  permitting  them  to  appoint  or  recommend 
Gentlemen  who  are  Friends  to  Government  to  fill  up  all 
Offices,  as  they  become  Vacant,  and  I the  rather  hope  your 
Lordship  vill  Consider  this  as  Proceeding  fr*om  a Zeal  for  his 
Majesty’s  SerGce,  when  Tour  Lordship  is  Pleased  to  Kecollect 
tliat  I have  requested  his  Maj^^"’^  leave  to  Kesign  the  Govern- 
ment and  therefore  cannot  Expect  to  continue  much  longer 
here,  and  for  the  Yacancys  in  the  Council,  I would  beg  leave 
to  recommend  Josiah  Tattnall,  Sfr  Patrick  Houston  (was  it 
not  for  the  distance  he  lives  from  Savannah)  Lachlan 
McGillivray  and  Charles  Wm.  Mackinen,  these  are  Gentlemen 
who  I think  are  all  Proper  Persons  to  be  of  the  Council. 

The  Inclosed  Copy  of  a Dissent  I Transmit  to  your  Lord- 
ship  at  the  request  of  Several  of  the  Gentlemen  who  have 
Signed  it,  and  who  wish  to  be  knovTi  to  be  Friends  to  Gov- 
ernment, and  Good  Order.  My  letters  from  your  Lordship 
by  the  July  and  xUigust  Packets,  and  also  by  the  September 
Packet,  if  she  is  arrived,  still  remain  with  Lord  AVm.  Camp- 
bell on  Board  the  Sloop  of  Y'ar  in  Bebellion  Load,  nt'ar 
Charles  Town.  The  new  Provhicial  Congress  is  to  meet  here 
»'ii  the  loth  inst.  and  whether  any  lu'w  or  viohnit  Besolutions 
may  be  then  Entered  into,  1 cannot  Jinlge,  but  whatever  they 
may  be,  I shall  aiapiaint  Ymir  Lordship  tlunt'with  as  soon  as 
they  are  made  Public. 
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I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord,  Your  Lordship’s 
most  Obliged  and 

most  Obedient  Hum^^®  Serv‘d 

Ja.  Wright. 

Tlie  Earl  of  Dartmouth  &c.  &c.  &, 

P.  S.  3d  of  Nov.  Last  night  Mr.  Jones  one  of  the  Council 
and  Treasurer  of  this  Prortnce  Dyed,  and  I intend  to  appoint 
Lewis  Johnston  to  Succeed  him  as  Treasurer,  and  hope  your 
Lordship  will  have  no  Objection  to  his  Continuing  in  that 
Office,  he  is  a worthy  Man,  a Staunch  Friend  to  Government, 
and  has  a very  numerous  Family.  Mr.  Knox  knows  him. 

J.  W. 

[Indorsed]  . 

R 29th  Febmary  1776. 
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GOY.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  THE  LORDS  OF  TRADE. 

3 November  1775. 

Savanah  in  Georgia  the  3rd  of  Nov.  1775. 

My  Lords, 

Since  I did  my  self  the  Honor  to  write  to  your  Lordshij^s 
la.st,  Mr.  James  Habersham,  Mr.  Clement  Martin  and  Mr. 
Noble  Jones,  three  of  His  Majesty’s  Council  of  this  Prortuce, 
have  dyed,  and  Mr.  Grey  Elliott  being  in  England  on  Leave 
of  absence,  as  mentioned  in  my  last,  there  now  remains  here 
only  James  Mackay,  James  Edward  Powell,  John  Graham, 
Lewis  Jolmson,  James  Read,  Henry  Yonge,  Anthony  Stokes 
and  Janies  Hume. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  gi'eat  Tnith  and  Regard, 

My  Lords  Your  Lordships 
most  obliged  and  obed‘  Serv^ 

Ja.  Wright. 


* r.  R.  O.  Gfurym.  B.  T.  vol.  ;J3. 
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Tbe  Eiglit  Honorable 

Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations. 
[Lidorsed] 

I.  12.  \ 

Kead  March  5,  1776. 


GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  DAET- 

MOUTH.* 

16  Nov.  1775. 

No.  63.  Savannah  in  Georgia  the  16th  of  Nov""-  1775. 
My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship’s  letter  of  the  5th  of  July  No.  21, 1 did  not 
receive  till  the  7tli  iiist.  Lord  William  Campbell  sent  it  to  a 
Friend  of  mine  in  Charles  Town  who  had  no  safe  opportunity 
of  forwarding  it  before  and  it  gives  me  great  concern,  that 
Your  Lordship  would  so  soon  after  the  date  of  that,  receive 
accounts  that  at  length  the  Peo|)le  here  had  broke  out,  and 
adopted  many  of  the  same  measures  that  our  Neighbours  had 
done  before  and  that  all  my  Letters  to  your  Lordship  from 
tlie  beginning  of  June,  have  been  tilled  with  accounts  of 
Criminal  Facts  and  Offences,  Committed  fr-om  time  to  time 
since  then.  This,  My  Lord,  I saw  Coming  on  Suddenly,  and 
Swiftly,  fr-om  the  Moment  the  Accounts  came  of  the  lii-st 
Skirmish  near  Boston  on  the  19th  of  April. 

I observe  what  your  Lordsliip  is  Pleas'd  to  Mention  with 
respect  to  His  Majesty's  tirm  Eesolution  that  the  most  vigor- 
ous Eff'orts  Should  be  made  botli  by  Sea  and  Land,  to  reduce 
Ids  Eebellious  Subjects  to  Obedience,  and  of  the  Scpuuh'ons 
b«*  Stiitioiied  at  the  l)ifft‘reiit  Places  51  eiitiomul.  But  5Iy 
Ford  its  much  to  be  lamt‘ut(‘d  that  thes('  ( )}u‘rations  did  not 
taki*  Place  Sooma-,  and  that  a more  formidabh*  Forct\  was 
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not  sent  at  first,  for  time  has  been  Given  to  the  Americans  to 
unite  more  firmly,  and  to  take  every  advantage,  and  Prepare 
to  oppose  His  Majesty’s  Forces,  and  I do  not  yet  hear  of  a 
King’s  Ship  to  the  Southward, — It  is  great  Goodness  in  His 
Majesty  to  order  the  Commanders  of  His  Ships,  to  receive 
on  Board  and  Protect,  any  of  his  officers,  who  may  be  com- 
pelled by  the  Violence  of  the  People,  to  seek  for  such  an 
Asylum.  And  which  your  Lordship  knows  long  before  this, 
was  much  wanted,  but  alas,  in  Some  of  the  Colonies  its  too 
late,  for  all  the  King’s  Officers  in  Charles  ToAvn  are  Prisoners 
Already,  and  no  body  knows  how  soon  they  may  be  so  here, 
and  no  Ship  seen  or  heard  of  yet,  although  ordered  last  Feb- 
ruary, and  the  Officers  and  Friends  of  Government  look  upon 
themselves  as  deserted  and  Given  up,  A they  are  daily  falling 
off,  and  taking  that  Course,  which  they  think  may  afford 
them  a Temporary  degree  of  quietude,  whereas  could  they 
have  had  Sufficient  Protection  and  Support  thmgs  would 
never  have  gone  the  Lengths  they  have,  and  even  still,  if 
Proper  Succour  came.  Great  Xumbers  would  Face  about,  but 
they  now  begin  to  Despair,  as  its  not  in  my  Power  to  give 
them  any  Positive  assurance  that  any  such  thing  can  be 
depended  upon,  not  having  had  the  Honor  of  a line  from 
your  Lordship  since  that  of  the  5th  of  July. 

I omitted  to  mention  in  my  last  My  Lord,  that  a Small 
Vessell  from  New  York  was  seized  by  the  Custom  House 
Officers  for  Breach  of  the  Laws  of  Trade,  and  Condemned 
in  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  the  Register  was  Lodged  in  the 
Custom  House,  and  a great  number  of  the  Committee  People 
After  demanding  it  and  beeing  refused,  went  to  the  Custom 
House  and  Broke  open  Several  Locks  and  after  Searching  a 
good  while  for  it  and  not  finding  it,  the  Officers  for  their  own 
Safety  thought  it  most  Prudent  to  deliver  it  up,  and  it  was 
given  back  to  the  Master,  who  Immediately  went  off  with  the 
Vessell,  there  beeing  nothing  here  to  Stop  her.  but  for  your 
Lordship’s  more  Particular  Information  I enclose  two  Affi- 
davits, and  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  I.ord 

Your  Lordshi])s  most  Obliged 

and  obedient  Servant 

Ja.  Wright, 
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P.  S.  In  my  last  I acquainted  Your  Lordsliip  vdth.  the 
l)eatli  of  Mr.  Habersham,  and  that  I had  appointed  Mr. 
J(»hn  Hume  Secretary,  also  with  the  death  of  Mr.  Jones,  and 
tliat  I intended  to  Appoint  Mr.  Lewis  Johnson  Treasurer, 
and  which  I have  since  done.  I also  recommended  these 
Gentlemen  to  your  Lordships  Favoiu,  and  Mentioned  the 
Necessity  of  more  Inhueiice  being  put  into  the  Hands  of 
Governors  than  heretofore.  Mr.  Knox  knows  both  these 
GeiitL  and  can  Satisfy  any  Inqumes  your  Lordship  may  be 
Pleased  to  make. 

and  for  the  Vacancys  in  the  Council,  I begged  Leave  to 
recommend  Josiah  Tattnall,  Sir  P.  Houston  (were  it  not  for 
the  distance  he  hves  from  Savannah)  Lachlan  McGillwray, 
and  Charles  William  MacEdnen,  as  Proper  Persons. 

[Imlorsed] 

K 6th  February. 

\ 


GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOKD  DAET- 

MOUTH.* 

9 December  1775. 

No.  64.  Savannah  in  Georgl\  the  9th  of  Dec**-  1775. 

My  Lord, 

As  I mentioned  in  a former  letter  the  Provincial  Congress 
met  here  on  the  16th  ult  A have  Sat  every  day  since. 

The  tirst  Material  thing  that  was  Published  was  on  the 
• likli  of  Nov**-  wlien  with  an  intention  to  shut  up  the  Courts 
<»f  Justice,  a Pesolve  of  which  tlu'  inclosed  is  a Copy  was 
>'<‘nt  round  to  all  the  Attornies  at  Law,  and  on  Tuesday  the 
•'th  inst.  an  Fdict  a })iinted  Co))y  of  which  is  Inclostwl,  was 
''••rvial  on  all  the  Attornii*s,  and  i\lr.  Hnine  the  Attoriu'V 
Gciicial  not  lhi\ ing  obedience  to  tlui  said  ^Jandate,  was  on 
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the  6th  Inst,  served  with  an  Order  to  attend  the  Congress,  a 
Copy  whereof  is  also  Inclosed,  and  on  not  attending  a AVar- 
rant  was  Issued  against  him,  and  he  was  Apprehended  ;unl 
Carried  before  them,  when  not  acknowledging  or  submittinu' 
to  their  Authority,  he  was  dismissed,  and  it  was  some  tinu- 
Debated  whether  he  should  not  be  delivered  over  to  the  Mub, 
to  be,  I Presume,  Tom  to  Peices.  however  at  length  as  a 
matter  of  Great  Humanity  and  Tenderness,  they  condescend- 
ed to  order  him  out  of  the  Pro\ince  \\*ithin  a Month,  a Co])v 
of  which  order  A^our  Lordship  Tvill  also  receive  Inclosed. 
And  on  the  5th  inst.  the  Chief  Justice  having  declared  from 
the  Bench,  that  if  any  Client  complained  to  the  Court,  that 
his  Attorney  delayed  liis  Cause,  under  Pretence  of  the  Pveso- 
lution  of  the  People  who  Call  themselves  a Congress,  and 
Proved  such  Complaint  he  would  Strike  such  Delinquent 
Attorney  off  the  Roll,  and  Complaint  being  made  to  tin* 
Congress  against  him,  on  the  6th  inst.  he  was  served  with  a 
Resolve  of  the  Congi’ess  a Copy  of  which  your  Lordship  has 
alsb  Inclosed,  with  the  Chief  Justices  letter  to  me  on  that 
occasion,  and  thus  your  Lordship  sees  the  Distress  the  Kings 
Officers  and  friends  of  Government  are  di'ove  to  in  tliis 
Province,  and  no  Ship  of  War  or  any  Protection  afforded  as 
yet,  and  I am  really  of  opinion  my  Lord  that  if  no  Support 
or  Protection  comes  here  very  soon,  that  every  officer  and 
friend  of  Government  will  either  be  forced  out  of  the  Prov- 
ince, or  must  submit  to  worse  fate,  and  it  is  confidently 
reported  A I believe  it  to  be  tmth.  that  the  Continental  Con- 
gress has  ordered  3000  men  to  be  Immediately  Raised,  ‘20<)n 
to  assist  the  Carolinians  against  any  of  his  Majesty’s  Troo]>s, 
when  any  come  there,  and  1000  to  be  sent  here ; so  that  wi* 
shall  be  in  a tine  situation,’ unless  assistance  should  happily 
come  before. 

Your  Lordship  will  Probably  have  heard  that  about  o 
weeks  ago,  a Party’  was  sent  by  the  Liberty’  People  in  Charlf> 
Town,  to  seize  on  one  Cunvngham  an  Activt*  ^lilitia  Oflic<T 
in  the  Back  Parts  of  South  ('aroliiia,  that  they  actually  di-1 
so,  and  took  him  out  of  his  own  Hous(\  and  (\-in’ied  him  t<> 
Cdiarh's  Town,  when*  lu*  was  by  tlu*  ('ommittee  committt  3 
to  Close  Contiuenu'ut,  without  Pen,  Ink,  Paper,  Ac.  and  on 
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this  being  known  in  the  CoimtiT,  a Brother  of  Cun^Tigham’s 
raised  a Considerable  Party  of  Men  and  Seized  upon  about 
1000  weight  of  Gun  Powder  and  3000  weight  of  Bullets 
which  was  carrjdng  in  some  Waggons  under  an  Escort,  some 
say  as  a Present  to  the  Cherokee  Indians  some  say  to  be 
distributed  amongst  the  Back  Country  Liberty  People,  how- 
ever upon  the  Account  of  this  Beaching  Charles  Town,  a 
Coll.  Thompson  with  his  Begiment  of  Bangers  in  the  Caro- 
lina Pay,  was  sent  out,  and  orders  to  the  Militia  Colonels  to 
Kaise  and  Draft  the  Militia,  and  Proceed  to  take  Cunyngham 
and  the  leaders  of  his  Party,  and  bring  them  to  Charles 
Town,  but  before  Thompson  got  there  Cunyngham  who  it  is 
said  had  raised  at  least  1200  A some  say  2000  Men,  who  call 
tliemselves  Boyahsts,  had  Marched  against  and  attacked  a 
Major  AVilliamson  of  the  Liberty  Party  in  a Fort  at  Ninety 
Six.  It  is  said  the  Attack  begun  on  Satuirlay  Night  the  25 
Ult  and  Lasted  till  Tuesday  Night  following,  when  William- 
son w*as  obhged  to  Surrender.  I wiU  not  attempt  to  say  on 
what  terms  or  Conditions,  as  the  Beports  ar  Various,  this 
Chcumstance  were  there  any  Kings  Troops  in  Front,  might 
Prove  very  Fortunate,  and  be  attended  with  the  best  Conse- 
cpiences.  But  my  Lord  as  they  can  have  no  Effectual  Sup- 
port, I fear  they  wdl  at  length  be  overj^owered.  What-  Great 
Pity  it  is  that  none  of  his  Majesty’s  Troops  are  yet  arnved 
in  South  Carolina,  for  I am  clear  that  there  woidd  be  a very 
Powerfull  Division  in  that  Province,  but  I apprehend  that 
may  be  weakened  and  prevented,  before  any  thing  gets  there 
to  support  or  cooperate,  and  here  my  Lord  we  are  in  the 
Same  Predicament,  with  respect  to  South  Carolina,  I doubt 
not  but  your  Lordship  will  be  very  circumstantially  Informed 
by  Lord  Wm.  Campbell,  but  as  I know  the  Situation  his 
hordship  is  in,  and  that  Probably  he  may  not  have  an  oj>por- 
t unity  of  Writing  or  Conveying  intelligence,  I have  Just 
Mentioned  the  Accounts  received  here,  which  Possibly  may 
not  be  Exactly  the  Case.  I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Per- 
Esteem 

My  Lord  Your  Lordships 
most  obhged  and  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

Ja.  Wright. 


15 
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P.  S.  lltli  December  On  Saturday  Night  the  Proviiu  iul 
Congress  after  settling  a Council  of  Safety  and  (xeiicia; 
Com^^  Broke  up.  The  Parochial  ConF**^  was  fixed  before,  aiui 
thus  the  New  Goveniment  is  Again  Estabhshed. 

The  most  Material  Transactions  of  the  Provincial  Congia 
were  What  I have  Mentioned  relative  to  the  Courts,  and  som. 
Begulations  of  the  Militia,  but  I Can’t  yet  Learn  the  Paitir- 
ulars,  as  they  Endeavour  to  keep  every  thing  as  Secret 
Possible,  and  I am  Informed  the  last  Resolve,  is  to  Abide  l)\, 
and  Enforce  Whatever  the  Continental  Congress  may  agrt  t 
upon  or  order.  The  Report  of  1000  Men  Coming  here,  Gain> 
Credit  and  its  Said  they  are  Expected  in  January. 

J.  W. 

[Inflorsed\ 

R 6th  February. 


\ 

GOV.  SIK  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  DART- 
MOUTH.* 

11  Dece.mbek  1775. 

No.  66.  Savannah  in  Georgia,  the  11th  of  December  177'> 
Mv  Lord, 

Having  already  wrote  Your  Lordship  very  fully  by 
Conveyance  in  my  letters  No.  68  A 64,  to  which  I begg  leave 
to  refer,  I have  now  only  to  Accpiaiiit  your  Lordship  that  tN\  o 
days  ago,  I had  the  Honor  to  receive  the  Dui)licate  of  your 
Lordships  letter  of  the  Second  of  August  Covering  the  Leave 
of  Abs(‘iiee  wliieli  His  Majesty  has  luam  i\Iost  Graeioii>l.' 
Pleased  to  grant  me,  and  of  which  I ri'tain  a Gratefull  Sense, 
and  return  Your  Lordship  my  b»*st  thanks.  1 observe  your 
I.oi-dsliip  reet*i\(al  my  Li'ttms  »if  llie  26tli  of  61ay,  Lti- 
A 20th  of  Jum*,  wrott'  Just  at  the  beginning  of  our  Trans- 
gressions. No  Ship  of  War  is  yet  ai'iLt'd.  'I'lie  Contiuit.''  "1 
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vour  Lordships  letter  I have  not  as  yet  Communicated  to  any 
Body  but  Mr.  Graham  and  for  Many  Reasons  we  have  Con- 
cluded to  take  no  Notice  of  it,  for  some  time,  Especially  as 
the  Originals  are  not  yet  come  to  Hand,  but  as  I had 
Mentioned  my  having  AYrote  for  leave  to  return  to  England, 
I find  all  the  Kings  Officers  and  Friends  to  Government  write 
for  my  Continuance  Amongst  them,  and  I am  well  Informed 
and  have  been  told  by  Several  of  the  Liberty  People  That 
they  in  General  Express  great  Concern  and  Uneasiness  at 
My  Intention  of  LeaGng  the  Province  at  Present,  at  the  Same 
time  many  on  both  sides  think  I might  be  of  more  Sendee  in 
England  than  here. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord,  Your  Lordship’s 

most  obliged  and  Obed^  Servant 

« Ja,  Wright. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

\ E.  6th  Febniary. 


GOV.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  DART- 
MOUTH.” 

19  December  1775. 

No.  66.  Savannah  in  Georgia  the  19th  of  December  1775. 
Lord, 

Since  my  last  two  of  the  People  who  went  from  hence  as 
Delegates,  are  returned,  and  it  is  Said  they  liave  brought 
Plank  Commissions  from  the  Contiiiental  C’ongrt'ss,  to  be 
tilled  up  l)v  the  Council  of  Safety  here,  to  Officers  for  a Regi- 
nnait  of  what  they  Call  ProvinOals,  which  is  to  be  Raised 
f<»r  this  Province,  to  Consist  of  Eiglit  Coinluinys  of  75 
Ih  ivates — Say  6(M)  Rank  and  tih*  in  a Reginnmt,  and  if  tliev 
Cant  tind  men  Enough  in  this  Province  for  those  that  are  to 
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be  hei-e,  then  they  are  to  be  Completed  from  North  Caroliiiii 
and  Virginia,  and  three  Kegiments  are  to  be  Raised  in  tli. 
Same  way  for  S‘^  Carolina,  these  are  the  Last  Accounts  and 
I beheye  Tnie. — and  thus  your  Lordship  Sees  they  are  Prt*- 
paiing  thoughout,  to  Support  their  Usuiped  PoAvers,  and  to 
resist  the  Kings  Troops,  "Wheii  any  may  be  Sent. — and  as 
I apprehend  tliat  Lord  Wm.  Campbell  may  not  haye  any 
023portunity  of  Writing  to  yom-  Lordship,  I thinh  it  my  Duty 
to  Mention  this,  and  also  to  Accpiaint  I’our  Lordship  tliat 
I am  well  Inhjrmed  from  a Gentleman  of  undoulited  Veracity 
and  a Friend  to  Goyernment  in  8”  Carolina,  that  when  their 
Proyincial  Congress  fleets  on  the  first  of  February  next  their 
Principal  business  then  will  be  to  Form  a Constitution  and 
to  Elect  a Goyernor  and  all  other  Officers,  but  whether  this 
is  in  Virtue  of  Orders  from  the  Continental  Congi’ess  or  not. 
he  could  not  Learn,  if  it  be,  I Presume  it  may  be  General, 
and  eyen  if  it  be  not  a General  Regulation,  Yet  if  Such  a 
thing  be  done  in  Carolina,  What  the  Consequence  of  Such  a 
Precedent  may  be  Elsewhere,  I will  n<jt  take  u})on  me  to  Say. 

In  this  Prcjyince  my  Lord  we  are  more  unhap}>ily  Circum- 
stanced, than  in  any  other,  for  there  are  yery  few,  Men  of 
real  Abilities,  Gentlemen  or  Men  of  Property  in  their 
Tribunals. 

The  Parochial  Committee  are  a Parcel  of  the  LoAvest 
People  Cdiietly  Carpenters,  Shoemakers,  Blacksmiths  A c with 
a Few  at  their  Head  in  the  General  Committee  and  Council 
of  Safety,  there  are  Some  better  Sort  of  Men  and  Some  Mer- 
chants and  Planters  but  many  of  the  Inferior  Class,  and  it  i*^ 
really  Terrible  my  Lord  that  Such  People  Should  be  Suffered 
to  Oyerturn  the  Cdyil  Government  and  most  arbitrarily  deter- 
mine upon,  and  Sport  Avith  Other  Mens  Liyes  Libertys  aiul 
Pro[)ertys, 

I doubt  not  but  your  Lordship  Avill  most  Sensibly  feel  the 
Situation  we  are  in,  and  that  Ave  Shall  not  remain  much 
Longer  in  this  Distressful!  Condition. 

I haye  the  Honor  to  be  Avitli  Perfect  Esteem, 

]\r\’  Lord,  Your  Loi'dships 

most  Obliged  and  Obtul*  S«‘ry‘ 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  Ac.  Ac,  Ac.  J.\,  Wright 
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P.  S.  I nmst  Humbly  request  tliat 

this  letter  may  not  be  publisliecl. 
Xo  King’s  Ship  Arrived  here  yet. 


\^lndoi'sed] 

K 6th  Febmar}’. 


GOV.  SIK  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  DAET- 

MOUTH.“ 

3 January  1776. 

Savanah  Ds  Georgl\  the  3d  of  January  1775. 
My  Good  Lord, 

Mr.  Hume  the  Attorney  General  will  have  the  Honor  to 
dehver  this  to  your  Lordship,  he  is  a Nephew  of  mine,  and  a 
Young  Man  of  Great  Veracity,  also  one  of  His  Majesty's 
Council,  has  been  Privy  to  every  Transaction  here,  and  on 
whose  Information  in  every  Respect  your  Lordship  may 
intirely  rely.  Since  the  return  of  two  of  the  Delegates  it  is 
said  as  soon  as  their  Regiment  is  raised,  they  Avill  Levy  a 
Tax  of  T50,000  Sterling  on  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province, 
it  being  their  Quota  of  the  General  Continental  Expence 
already  incuiTed,  and  that  if  any  refuse  to  ])ay  their  Propor- 
tion they  will  seize  on  their  Estate  and  sell  them  for  any 
thing  they  will  fetch,  this  is  Publickly  Declared  and  if  they  are 
Determined  to  do  it,  I dont  see  how  it  will  be  possible  to 
prevent  them. 

They  Say  that  now  they  have  gone  so  far,  that  ntuther 
Fortune  or  liives  an*  to  \)v  regardcal,  and  that  tljey  will  go 
every  Length,  but  still  if  w<‘  had  Proper  Siq)port  and  Assist- 
ance, I think  Numl)ers  would  Join  tin*  Kings  Standard,  but 
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no  Troops,  no  Money,  no  Orders,  or  Instructions  and  a AViM 
Multitude  gathering  fast,  what  can  any  Man  do  in  sucli  i 
Situation?  no  Arms,  no  Ammunition,  not  so  much  as  a Shij. 
of  War  of  any  kind  and  the  Xeiglibouring  Province  at  tin- 
same  time  threatning  A'eugeance  against  the  Friends  of  Gov- 
ernment and  to  Send  1000  Men  to  assist  the  Liberty  Peo})l»-. 
if  they  want  Assistance,  all  these  things  My  Lord  are  reallv 
too  much,  they  have  also  Public kly  Declared  that -every  Alan 
shall  sign  the  Association  or  leave  the  Province,  that  is 
private  Persons,  But  that  no  Kings  Officer  shall  be  Suffia-M 
to  go,  they  will  take  care  to  Prevent  any  of  them  from  stirring. 

Surely  My  Lord  His  Majesty’s  Officers  and  Dutifull  A- 
Loyal  Subjects  will  not  be  Suffered  to  remain  under  STich 
Cruel  T}Tanny  and  Oppression.  Altho’  -I  write  this  as  a 
Private  letter,  I mean  it  for  Your  Lordships  Public  Informa- 
tion, tho’  not  to  be  Pubhshed ; but  made  use  of  as  Your 
Lordship  may  see  fit,  and  some  things  I have  not  Chose  to 
Commit  to  wilting  but  have  desu’ed  Mr.  Hume  to  Communi- 
cate them. 

I must  not  omit  to  Acquaint  your  Lordship  that  early  in 
July  Lord  Wm.  Campbell  sent  a Messenger  here,  to  let  me 
know  he  was  going  to  dispatch  the  Scorpion  Sloop  of  AVar  to 
Boston,  and  that  if  I had  any  letters,  he  would  forward  them 
TNuth  his  own,  and  I supposing  it  to  be  an  intire  safe  oppoi- 
tunity,  vTote  to  the  General  and  Admiral,  Copys  of  which  I 
sent  Y"our  Lordship  some  time  ago.  But  the  Alessenger 
proved  a AMlain,  and  Carried  my  Packet  to  the  Committee, 
instead  of  Lord  AA"m.  and  they  opened  my  letters  and  ke}it 
them,  and  T\Tote  others  in  my  name,  of  a quite  diflertmt 
Import,  this  I have  but  very  lately  Discovered  but  is  Cer- 
tainly fact.  I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem, 
My  Lord 

Y’’our  Lordships 
most  Obliged  and 

Obedient  Servant 

Ja.  AVuioHr. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  kc.  Y'C.  Y'C. 

\^Indors€(l\ 

K 14th  Alarch. 
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GOV.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  DART- 
MOUTH.- 

3 January  1776. 

No.  67.  Savannah  in  Georgia  the  3d  of  January  1776. 
My  Lord, 

I wrote  your  Lordship  fully  on  the  State  of  Affairs  in  this 
Province  of  the  9th  11th  A 19th  Ult.  Nos.  64,  65  A 66  by  a 
Vessell  which  saild  from  hence  the  24th  Ult.  the  Contents  of 
all  which  I now  Confirm,  the  Americans  my  Lord  Elate  with 
Success,  and  having  met  with  what  they  call  no  Op})osition, 
tlio  they  have  been  Declared  Rebels  by  Parliament  12 
Months  ago,  now  Say  Great  Britain  Cannot  reduce  tiiein, 
and  that  if  their  Towns  Ac.  are  Destroyed  A they  Obliged  to 
retire  Back,  they  will  tyre  out  Great  Britain ; and  She  must 
be  Ruined  with  them,  that  they  will  be  Safe  in  the  Back 
Country,  being  now  sure  of  the  Canadians  and  aU  the 
Indians.  I Inclose  your  Lordship  some  Papers  in  which  you 
will  see  something  of  the  Proceedings  and  Spirit  of  the 
People  here,  but  as  Mr.  Hume  the  Attorney  General  mentioned 
in  my  Letter  No.  64  goes  in  the  Vessell  I now  Write  by, 
I have  less  Occasion  to  be  Particular,  as  he  will  be  able  to 
give  your  Lordship  a Circumstantial  Account  and  to  answer 
any  Inquiries  your  Lordship  may  think  Proj)er  to  make. 
I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem,  My  Lord,  A'our 
Lordships 

most  Obliged  and  Obedient  Servant 

Ja.  Wright. 

Tlie  Earl  of  Dartmouth  Ac.  A'c.  Ac. 

f Ltdorsed  ] 

R 29th  February. 


* P.  R.  O.  Am.  A:  W.  Ind.  vol.  ‘2:17. 
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GOV.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GER- 

MAIN.* 

26  March  1776. 

No.  3.  On  Board  His  Majesty’s  Ship  Scaeborogh 
AT  CocKSPUR  26th  March  1776. 

My  Lord, 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Graham,  One  of  the  Council  of  this 
Pro\dnce,  I take  the  Liberty  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  That 
by  the  burning  of  the  Ship  Inverness  by  the  Rebels  (in  ordtn- 
as  I aprehend  to  prevent  the  Ship  & Cargo  from  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  Kings  Officers)  he  has  suffered  an  exceed- 
ing gi’eat  Loss,  the  particular  causes  & reasons  of  tliis 
Mischief,  Mr.  Graham  has  got  drawn  up  at  large  and  authen- 
ticated before  a Notaiy  Publick,  and  also  the  Value  of  his 
Effects  on  board — and  has  also  got  proper  Certificates  fi’oni 
the  Kings  Officers  who  were  upon  the  Service  of  getting  the 
Rice,  from  before  the  Town  as  mentioned  in  my  last  letter — 
In  Justice  to  Mr.  Graham  I cannot  ommit  assuring  Your  Lord- 
ship  That  he  is  a most  firm  friend  to  Government  and  has 
suffered  gi-eatly  fr*om  the  Resentment  of  the  Rebels  besides 
the  above  Loss,  and  has  been  under  the  necessity  of  leaving 
his  Family  and  taking  refuge  here  for  six  weeks  past  and  is 
now  in  the  gi'eatest  difficulty  and  distress  imaginable,  And  I 
hope  for  Your  Lordships  Pardon  when  I Presume  to  mention 
Mr.  Graham  as  a Person  well  deserving  Countenance  Protec- 
tion and  Rehef. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

most  Obed*  Hble  Serv* 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Right  Honorable  Lord  George  Germain  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

R lltli  May. 


P.  R.  O,  Am.  A:  W,  lutl.  vul.  237. 
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CfOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  DAET- 

MOUTH.* 

10  March  1776. 

On  Board  his  Majesty’s  Ship  Scarborough 
No.  70.  AT  CoCKSPUR  IN  THE  EiYER  SaYANNAH  IN  THE 

Province  of  Georgly  the  10th  of  March  1776. 

My  Lord, 

I did  myself  the  Honor  to  write  to  Yom*  Lordship  of  the 
20th  of  January  No.  68  & of  the  27th  of  Febrnary  No.  69 
and  in  my  last  Inclosed  yoim  Lordship  a Copy  of  a letter 
I wrote  from  hence  on  the  13th  of  Eeb^^’  to  his  Majesty’s 
Council  at  Savannah,  to  be  Pubhshed  to  the  Congress  & 
People  in  General,  also  an  Answer  sent  by  the  Congi-ess  to 
the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  and  Copys  of  letters  wrote  by 
me  to  General  Clinton  on  the  21st  & 27th  of  February  Con- 
taining as  near  as  in  my  Power  to  do,  a State  of  the  Situation 
of  Affairs  in  this  Province,  and  to  which  I beg  leave  to  refer 
your  Lordship,  and  I am  now  to  Acquaint  youi-  Lordship 
that  Capt.  Barkley  who  Commands  the  King’s  Ships  here 
Viz : the  Scarborough  of  20  Guns,  Tamer  of  16  Guns,  Chero- 
kee of  10  Guns,  and  the  Hinchinbrook  Schooner  of  8 Guns, 
and  Major  Grant  who  Commands  about  Two  Hundred  of 
Light  Infantry  A Marines  on  Board  two  Transport  Ships, 
one  of  which  Mounts  16  Guns  Determined  to  go  up  to  the 
Town,  with  such  Yessells  as  could  be  Lightened  so  as  to  be 
Carried  up,  in  order  to  Endeavour  to  bring  away  Several 
Merchant  Ships  which  had  Deer  Skins  A Eice  on  board,  and 
which  had  been  detained  a great  while  by  the  Eebels. — the 
intention  of  this  Manoeuvre  Your  Lordship  will  see  by  a 
(’opy  of  a letter  which  I wrote  to  three  of  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  Council  who  hapj'tened  to  be  down  here  on  the  1st  instant ; 
wliich  is  now  Inclosed  with  tlieir  Answer  to  it.  this  Expedi- 
tion My  Lord  is  now  over,  and  they  are  returned  with  14  or 
lo  Merchant  Ships  and  Yessells  of  one  sort  or  other,  and 
on  Board  of  which  there  is  about  1600  Barrels  of  Eice.  it 
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w^as  attended  witli  very  little  Loss,  I think  on  the  Side  of  th.* 
Kings  Troops  none  are  hurt:  only  four  Sailors  Avounded 
of  them  very  Slightly,  and  on  the  part  of  the  Relxdsl  heliev,- 
only  1 or  2 Wounded,  the  Keljels  Burn’t  a Ship,  a Brig  A 2 
Small  Vessels  ^ have  detained  3 or  4 more  whicdi  vere  s<» 
Situated  that  they  could  not  be  brought  away, — and  now  mv 
Lord  I find  myself  imder  the  necessity  of  giving  Your  Lord- 
ship  a Short  Sketch  of  the  distresses  this  Province  has  l)ecn 
Precipitately  forced  into,  by  the  arrival  of  the  Kings  Ships  A 
Troops — the  first  of  which  came  on  or  about  the  16th  of 
Januai^’,  for  till  then  my  Lord,  tho’  Labouring  under  tlir 
Tyr*anny  Y oppression  of  Congi'esses  Ac.  Yc.  <.Vc.  Yet  the 
Lives  of  the  Kings  Officers  & Friends  to  (Tovernment  did  not 
appear  to  be  in  any  Immediate  Danger,  & they  Enjoyed  tlit‘ 
Possession  S:  use  of  their  Property.  Your  Lordship  will 
Judge  of  the  Cniel  State  & Situation  we  are  reduced  to,  the 
Bebels  Encoimaged  & Exulting,  theii*  Numbers  in  ^ about 
Towui  increased  according  to  the  best  Information  I can  (h*t 
to  about  800  men  in  arms,  about  200  of  their  Begiment  or 
Battalion  already  Inlisted  and  daily  increasing,  a Consider- 
able paid  of  my  Propeily  seized  upon  and  the  Negi-oes  Em- 
ployed in  throwing  up  and  making  Military  works  in  and 
about  the  Town,  the  Kings  Officers  and  friends  to  Govern- 
ment Some  seized  upon  and  kej)t  Prisoners  and  others  hiding 
and  oldiged  to  desert  their  familys  Y Pro])erty  to  Save  tlieii 
Lives  A Libeiiies  and  Some  threatened  to  be  Shot  wiienevor 
met  with,  wiiich  distresses  my  Lord  I humlrly  Conceive  would 
not  have  happened,  had  no  Kings  Ships  or  Troops  come  Inu  c. 
untill  fheir  wuis  sutfjcienf  to  reduce  the  Bebels  (ft  once.  3Iajor 
Grant  is  under  the  necessity  of  returning  to  Boston  witli  tin- 
Troops  under  his  Command,  but  Capt.  Barkley  has  agreed  to 
Stay  here  awhile  for  our  Protection  and  to  keep  this  Port 
from  falling  into  the  Hands  of  the  Bebels  till  we  hear  fi-oin 
General  Clinton,  wiiether  any  assistance  is  like  to  be  s('iit 
liere  by  him  nr  not,  and  which  I am  Tnipati(mtly  Ex]H'ctinu' 
The  C’arolinians  have  sent  600  of  flair  li'opU'  to  rciuforc. 
and  assist  the  Pco])le  here,  and  wlio  now  are  ]>iitting  the 
Town  in  the  best  State  of  Defence  and  resistance  which  tie  > 
Possibly  can,  and  I am  Pei'suadial  w ill  ( )j)poso  any  Troop> 
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which  may  be  sent  against,  or  Attempt  to  take  Possession  of 
the  Town,  and  force  them  from  it,  and  the  Carohna  People 
SUV  that  if  they  are  attack’ t and  Drove  from  Charles  Town 
they  will  come  here,  and  jom  the  People  and  make  a Stand 
in  this  Province.  If  General  Clinton  sends  Troops  I shall 
think  it  my  Duty  to  Continue  here  for  some  time,  but  if  none 
are  to  come  I dont  see  how  I can  Possibly  be  of  any  Material 
Service  either  to  His  Majesty  or  the  Provmce. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord,  Your  Lordships 

Most  obhged  and  Obedient  Servant 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

Duplicate,  the  Original  forwarded 

to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth.  Ja.  Wright  19th  March  76. 

R.  6th  June. 


GOV.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GER- 
MAIN.* 

13  March  1776. 

On  Board  His  Majesty’s  Ship  Scarborough 
Duplicate.  at  Cockspur  in  the  River  Savanah  in  the 
Protoce  of  Georgia  the  13  of  March  1776. 

^Iy  Lord, 

This  Day  I had  the  Honor  to  receive  Your  Lordships  Cir- 
cular Letter  of  the  10th  of  Novem^  last,  Notifying  that  his 
I Majesty  has  l)een  Graciously  Pleased  to  Ap})oiiit  your  Lord- 

r ‘^idp  to  be  one  of  his  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  A to 

'■"luiuit  to  y(»ur  Lordshi})s  care  the  Dispatch  of  such  business 
I as  relates  to  his  Majt'stys  Colonies,  and  Directing  me  to 

: address  My  Dispatches  in  future  to  your  Lordship. 


* P.  U.  O.  Am.  vt  W.  lucL  vol.  iM. 
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I beg  your  Lordship  will  be  Pleased  to  permit  me  to  otf^r 
you  my  very  Sincere  Congratulati(3iis  on  this  Most  Dis- 
tinguished Mark  of  his  iMajt‘sty’s  Loyal  Favor,  and  to  assniv 
your  Lordship  that  I shall  Punctually  obey,  and  to  tla* 
utmost  of  My  Power  Execute  any  Commands  I may  receivr 
& have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

most  Obedient  Humble  Servaint 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Eight  Honorable 

Lord  George  Germain  <tc.  &c.  &c. 

[Indor.sed] 

E 6th  June. 

(Dup — Orig^  not  reced.) 


GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  G.  GEK- 

MAIN.* 

14  March  1776. 

On  Board  his  Majesty’s  Ship  Scarborou(jh 
Duplicate  at  Cockspur  in  the  Eiver  of  Savannah,  in  the 
Province  of  Georgia  the  14  of  March  1776. 

My  Lord, 

Yesterday  I had  the  Honor  to  receive  Y"our  Lordship" 
Circular  Letter  of  the  23  of  Dec.  Last,  with  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament for  Prohiliiting  all  Trade  A intercourse  with  th«- 
Colonies  therein  Mentioned,  and  YY)ur  Lordshi})  may  lia^  c 
the  firmest  relyance  that  I shall  to  the  utmost  of  my  Po\n‘  r 
Promote  the  Execution  of  the  Same,  but  alas,  what  can  bt 
done  in  a Provinrt*  in  arms  A Et‘bt41ion  almost  througliouE 
and  whcrt*  they  liavc  l)it)Vc  away  tlu'ir  Governor  and  3bm\ 
Kings  Otficers,  and  liave  now  Sevi'ral  others  Confined  Clo>‘- 
Prisoners, — and  things  have  gone  to  such  a Length,  that 
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I cannot  now  See  any  Probability,  nor  do  I expect  that  any 
acts  of  benexolence  by  bis  Majesty,  or  the  Parliament,  will 
be  Kegarded  or  have  any  Effect,  Untill  Accompanied  wntli  a 
Sufficient  Force  to  Keduce  the  Eebels. 

I shall  Certainly  Give  every  assistance  A information  I 
Possibly  can,  to  the  Commissioner  or  Commissioners  who 
may  be  Appointed  Pursuant  to  the  said  Act  of  Parliament : 
But  my  Opinion  is,  that  Force  only  can  now  Pave  the  way 
for  the  Good  ends  Proposed  by  the  Powers  intended  to  be 
Given  to  the  Commissioners. 

Your  Lordship  will  see  the  Present  State  of  affairs  here 
fi'om  the  Liclosed  Letters  addressed  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth k which  have  remained  by  me  some  time  for  want  of 
an  Opportunity  of  forwarding  them. 

This  Ship  Proceeds  to  Day  by  Way  of  North  Carolina  k 
Virginia  and  I expect  an  Opportunity  will  offer  by  way  of 
Boston  in  3 or  4 Days  by  which  I shall  do  myself  the 
Pleasure  to  give  your  Lordship  a Further  Account  of  any 
thing  which  may  Occur. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem  My  Lord, 
Your  Lordships 

most  Obed*^  Hble  Servant 

Ja.  Wright.  , 

The  Eight  Honorable  Lord  George  Germam  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

[^Indorsed] 

E 6th  June. 

(Duphcate — Orig^  not  reced.) 
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GOY.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GER- 
MAIN.* 

14  March  1776. 

No.  1.  On  Board  his  Majesty’s  Ship  Scarborough 

DupKcate.  at  Cockspur  in  the  Rr^er  Savannah  in  the 
Province  of  Georgl\  the  14th  of  March  1776. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordships  Letter  of  the  23rd  of  Dec’’-  No.  1,  I hail 
the  honor  to  receive  Y'esterday  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberhiiid 
Packet,  That  from  Mr.  Pownall  of  the  7th  of  November  with 
the  Sundry  Papers  Transmitted,  is  not  yet  come  to  hand, 
which  gives  me  much  Concern,  as  I remain  Greatly  in  the 
Dark  vdth  respect  to  the  Operations  intended  and  so  abso- 
lutely Necessary  in  the  Southern  Pro\inces.  Sir  Peter  Parker 
wdth  the  Armament  have  not  yet  appeared  on  this  Coast. 

I Observe  what  your  Lordship  is  Pleased  to  Mention  with 
respect  to  Mr.  Green. 

I had  on  hearing  of  Mr.  Habersham’s  Death  appointed  Mr. 
John  Hume  to  be  Secretary,  and  taken  the  Liberty  to  recom- 
mend him  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  and  which  Letter  I pre- 
sume would  come  to  Your  Lordships  Hand,  but  not  ha^ing 
the  happiness  to  be  personally  known  to  your  Lordship  I 
camiot  Presume  to  Expect  your  Lordship  may  Condesceiul 
to  ap}>rove  of  my  Recommendation,  yet  would  hope  the 
reason  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  Lord  Daidmouth  might 
have  Some  Weight  with  Your  Lordship  tV  I will  be  Answer- 
able  for  Mr.  Humes  Loyalty  A Good  Conduct  A 
I have  the  honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

most  Obetlient  Humble  Servant 

Ja.  Wright. 

Tlie  Right  Honorable  Lord  Gemge  Germain  A'c.  A'c.  Ac. 

R 6th  June.  (Duplicate — Orig^  not  reced.) 
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GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  [SEC.  LOED  G.  GEE- 

MAIN.]* 

20  IMarch  1776. 

On  Board  his  Majesty’s  Ship  Scarborough 
No.  2.  AT  CocKSPUR  in  the  Eiver  Savanah  in  the 

Province  of  Georgia  tlie  20tli  of  Marcli  1776. 

My  Lord, 

I have  now  the  honor  to  Transmit  Your  Lordship  a Dupli- 
cate of  a Letter  of  the  10  mst.  the  Original  of  which  was 
Addi*ess’d  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  Inclosing  a Copy  of  a 
letter  I had  Wrote  to  such  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council 
as  had  taken  Shelter  down  here,  and  to  Mr.  Stuart  the  Super- 
intendant,  who  happend  to  put  into  this  port,  in  his  way  to 
meet  General  Clinton  at  Cape  Fear,  and  a Copy  of  which 
with  their  Answer,  and  of  a Letter  I wrote  to  Capt.  Barkley 
A'  Major  Grant,  on  that  Subject. 

I now  also  inclose  Y^our  Lordship  Copys  of  My  Letters  of 
the  13th  A:  14th  inst.  I look  upon  this  Province  My  Lord, 
to  be  now  totally  under  the  Influence  and  Dii’ection  of  the 
(’arolina  People,  who  have  had  Possession  of  the  Town  of 
Savanah  for  three  Weeks  past,  and  I am  well  Informed,  that 
tlie  armed  People  in  this  Province  have  most  of  them  left  the 
Town,  and  that  Part  of  them  have  been  throwing  up  Works 
at  a Town  or  Village  calld  Ebenezer  Situated  on  Savanah 
River  about  26  Miles  Above  the  Town  of  Savanah  and  the 
Carolina  People  Give  out  that  if  they  are  drove  fi’om  their 
own  Town  they  wdl  retire  into  this  Province  A join  the 
People  here  in  making  a Stand  of  Defence. 

We  continue  to  be  in  the  Greatest  distress  Possible  and  on 
the  12th  hist,  the  C’ouncil  of  Safety  at  Savanah  Publi.shed  an 
Edict  against  all  wIkj  had  left  the  Town  A retired  on  Board 
any. of  the  Ships  for  Protection  I have  not  been  able  to  get  a 
t’opy  of  this  but  two  Cb‘iith‘meii  of  V(‘racity  v ho  Saw  A lu'ad 
it,  Informed  me  it  declarcal  that  all  such,  and  those  who  may 
thereafter  leave  the  Town  A go  on  Board  any  of  the  Ships 
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shall  be  deemed  Enemies  to  the  Cause  of  American  Libert  \ 

& not  under  the  Protection  of  the  Council  of  Safety  but  Con- 
sidered as  Out  Lawed. 

I must  Acquaint  your  Lordship  that  while  the  Kings  Ship- 
& Vessels  were  near  the  Town  of  Savanah  three  of  th** 
Kebels  were  seized  upon,  Viz  Ramond  Demere,  a Plant*  r. 
one  Daniel  Roberts  dissinting  Preacher  and  a Lieut,  in  on* 
of  the  Rebel  Companys  & Joseph  Rice  who  was  Emplovt-.i 
by  the  Rebels  in  a Boat  kept  on  Savanah  River,  in  order  t*» 
obtain  Intelligence  A to  Prevent  any  Private  Communication 
Between  the  Tovui  A the  Ships  at  Cockspur,  in  the  ni<^'ht 
time. — and  Immediately  on  this  being  known  the  ReboK 
seized  upon  James  Edward  Powell  Anthony  Stoks  arni 
Josiah  Tattnall  three  of  the  Council  and  upon  John  MuUoyn* 

Lachlan  McGillwray  A William  McGill wray  Esq^-  and 

Warded  and  Hugh  Inglis  Masters  of  Ships,  and  also  Seizn-l 
upon  them  Ships  A Cargoes,  and  made  Strict  Search  for  ]^lr. 
Graham  and  several  others,  who  kept  out  of  the  way,  and 
threatened  to  send  aU  these  Prisoners  to  Cambridge  in  tin* 
Massachusetts  Government,  if  Demere,  Roberts  A Rice  wer** 
not  set  at  Liberty,  and  I must  beg  leave  also  to  acquaint 
Your  Lordship  that  several  Merchants  A other  Friends  to 
Government,  who  were  become  very  obnoxious  to  the  Rebt  ls. 
because  they  would  not  join  them  A take  arms  against  their 
King  had  been  obliged  to  leave  Savanah  Privately  A Serk 
Refuge  down  here.  And  upon  the  MJiole,  on  the  request  of 
the  Gentlemen  who  were  in  Confinement,  it  was  thought  ail- 
visable  to  agi’ee  to  Liberate  the  three  Rebels,  who  are  noin* 
of  them  men  of  any  Consequence,  on  the  following  Tenii" 
Viz  that  all  the  above  named  Gentlemen  Should  be  Set  at 
liberty,  and  return  to  their  o^^^l  houses,  if  they  Choose  it,  «>n 
their  Parole  not  to  have  any  Connection  with  the  Kiii'-'" 
Ships  or  Troops  in  this  Province  and  that  the  Safety  of  tlu  n‘ 
Persons  A Property  should  be  secured,  as  far  as  the  Present 
Council  of  Safety  (as  they  are  called)  or  any  Future  ('ouin  ii 
of  Safety  or  Congress,  may  have  it  in  tlu'ir  Pow  er  to  Prott  * • 
tlu'm,  with  faberty  to  such  of  tlu*ni  as  may  choose  it,  to  g‘‘ 
on  Board  the  Ships  at  C’oekspur  A take  their  A}>parel  Pro- 
visions A anv  thintr  Else  that  tlu*v  mav  think  Keeessarv  for 
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their  Voyage,  if  they  are  disposed  to  leave  the  Province,  also 
upon  Condition  that  any  of  the  Gentlemen  now  dowm  here, 
who  are  reputed  to  be  Friends  to  Government  & have  not 
taken  up  Arms,  Shall  be  Intitled  to  the  same  Conditions  as 
are  stipulated  for  the  Gentlemen  now  in  confinement,  and 
have  full  Liberty  to  return  to  their  Respective  homes  if  they 
choose  so  to  do. 

The  above  terms  were  agreed  to.  Except  as  to  Some  part 
of  those  who  had  Retired  to  Cockspur. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

Most  Obedient  Humble  Servant 
^ Ja.  Wright. 

P.  S.  26th  March.  Yesterday  an  Attempt  was  made  on 
Tybee  Island,  Vliere  the  Rebels  Expected  to  find  me  on 
Shore,  with  several  Officers  and  Gentlemen,  but  happily  none 
%vere  on  Shore  from  the  Ships,  but  four  or  five  Gentlemen 
belonging  to  the  Town,  who  happened  to  be  there,  they  took, 
and  carried  away — Some  Marines  were  also  on  Shore  Cutting 
wood  A a Ship  carpenter  was  there,  one  of  which  was  killed 
A three  Wounded  so,  that  its  thought  they  cannot  recover, 
and  they  Burnt  three  Dwellmg  houses,  the  party  is  said  to 
have  concisted  of  100  Men  well  armed  and  mostly  Rifienien, 
Dressed  and  painted  like  Indians,  and  it  is  Positively  assert- 
ed that  some  Indians  were  with  them. 

Things  My  Lord  are  growing  worse  every  hour  and  I fear 
assistance  is  at  a great  Distance  yet.  the  man  that  was  killed 
they  Scalp't. 

J.  W. 

[InrIormJ] 

R 6th  June. 
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GOV.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GER* 

MAIN.- 

27  March  177G. 

On  Board  his  Majesty’s  Ship  Scarborough 
No.  4.  AT  CoCKSPUR  IN  SaVANAH  RiYER  in  THE  PROV- 

INCE OF  Georgia  the  27tli  day  of  March  177(3. 

My  Lord, 

At  the  Earnest  request  of  Messrs.  Jackson  A McLean,  I 
have  taken  the  Liberty  to  inclose  ITour  Lordship  a Copy  of 
their  Letter  and  Memorial  to  me,  and  in  Common  justice  to 
those  Gentlemen,  I can  not  Omit  acquainting  Your  Lord  Ship, 
that  they  have  always  been  A noAv  are,  tirni  Friends  to  Gov- 
ernment, that  they  have  Certainly  been  very  Great  Sutferers. 
and  that  I really  beheve  the  Contents  of  their  Memorial ; 
far  as  relates  to  themselves,  to  be  strictly  true,  as  to  the 
other  persons,  it  may  not  be  so  proper  for  me  to  say. 

I must  also  beg  Leave  to  observe  to  Y"our  Lordship,  that  I 
Conceive  it  vill  be  necessary,  and  for  his  Majesty’s  Service, 
that  some  trade  be  Carried  on  with  the  Indians,  for  nothing 
but  that,  and  Presents,  can  Influence  them,  the  Observation 
in  the  Memorial  with  respect  to  which,  is  Certahdy  Just,  and 
whoever  can  do  this,  in  the  Greatest  extent,  I apprehend  will 
stand  fairest  to  prevail  on  the  Indians. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  great  deference 
My  Lord,  Your  Lordships 

most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Right  Honorable  Lord  George  Germain  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

\In<lor-sei1\ 

R 6th  June. 
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GOV.  SIK  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  G.  GEE- 

MAIN.* 

26  April  1776. 

No.  5.  Halifax  the  26tli  of  April  1776. 

My  Lord, 

On  the  21st  Instant,  I Arrived  here  in  his  Majesty’s  Ship 
Scarborough  where  I had  the  honor  to  receive  a Duplicate  of 
a Cii’cular  Letter  fi'om  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  of  the  28th 
of  October  1775,  also  his  Lordship’s  Circular  Letter  of  the 
8th  of  November  75,  also  a Duplicate  of  Mr.  Pownall’s  Letter 
of  the  7th  of  November  75,  inclosing  Copys  of  Letters  from 
his  Lordship  to  Major  General  Howe  of  the  22nd  of  October 
and  to  Governor  Martin  of  the  27th  of  October  & 7th  of 
Novend^er  and  to  Lord  Wm.  Campbell  of  the  7th  of  Novem- 
ber 75  which  several  Letters  fidly  disclose  to  me  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Armament  proposed  against  the  four  Southern 
Colonies,  but  My  Lord  I am  much  afi-aid  that  Sir  Peter 
Parker  A the  Ships  under  his  Command  are  not  yet  arrived 
at  North  Carolina,  at  Least  we  have  not  heard  that  they  are. 

I have  already  Acquainted  Your  Lordship  with  the  Occa- 
sion of  My  LeaAung  Savanah  A Inclosed  Copys  of  Several 
I.etters  that  passed  between  me  A the  Council  A Captain 
Barkley  A Major  Grant  at  Cockspur  also  of  a Letter  I Avrote 
to  General  Clinton,  fi-oni  AApich  Your  Lordship  Avould  see  the 
state  and  situation  of  affairs  in  Georgia  A South  Carolina — 
When  I left  Saviinah  from  many  Accounts  I had  received  my 
full  Expectation  Avas  that  the  Kings  Ships  A Troops  Avhich 
Avere  then  arrived  at  Tybee,  Avere  come  to  our  relief  and 
assistance,  and  that  I should  liaA’e  returned  to  SaAmnah  in  48 
Hours,  after  I left  it,  but  I have  already  giA^en  your  Lordship 
an  account  of  their  Eirand  A my  Giievous  disappointment, 
it  Avas  then  Concluded  that  the  Shi]is  in  their  Avay  to  Boston 
^lioud  call  off  the  Entraiua'  of  Ca]>e  Pear  Eiver,  tliat  I might 
liave  a (Vinversation  with  Gmu'ral  C’linton  A either  stay  there 
or  proe(‘ed  to  Boston  according  to  the  Plan  he  iniglit  have 
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determined  upon.  But  when  we  came  near  that  Inlet,  th.- 
w'eather  was  not  favourable  & Dilticultys  arose.  I tlu-n 
found  my  Self  under  the  Necessity  of  writing  a Letter  to 
General  Clinton  a Copy  of  which  I now  Inclose,  and  the  St. 
La^^Tence  Schooner  was  sent  to  cape  fear  Avith  it,  & Avith 
orders  from  Captain  Barkley  to  wait  till  Sir  Peter  Parker 
AniA'ed,  for  an  ansAver  & then  proceed  to  Boston  Avith  it. 
And  when  Ave  anived  oft*  Cape  Codd,  the  Entrance  into  Bos- 
ton Bay,  we  met  with  his  Majesty’s  Ship  Milford  Capt.  Buit, 
who  Informed  us  that  General  HoAv^e  had  Evacuated  Boston 
& that  the  Avhole  army  & the  Admiral  Arc.  Avere  all  gone  for 
Halifax,  and  to  Avhich  place  Ave  Avere  then  under  the  Necessity 
of  Proceeding. 

And  as  I iioav  find  from  General  Howe,  that  it  is  aaEoIIv 
uncertain  whether  any  Troops  aaMI  go  to  Georgia  or  not,  I 
have  determined  to  Avait  some  time  in  hoj>es  of  hearing  fi-oni 
General  Clinton,  and  if  he  should  write  me  that  he  intends 
any  Operations  against  Georgia,  I shall  then  return  thei(', 
but  if  any  accident  should  prevent  my  hearing  from  him  in  a 
Reasonable  time  or  if  he  Acquaints  me  that  no  Operations 
are  meant  to  be  canied  on  against  that  ProA'ince,  I shall  then 
(under  his  Maj*'’®  leaA^e  of  absence)  Proceed  to  England  as  I 
cannot  in  that  case  return  to  Georgia  Avith  safety.  A:  if  then* 
coil’d  not  be  of  any  kind  of  use  to  his  Maj.  Seiwice  or  the 
ProAince  A:  I am  very  happy  to  find  General  HoAves  A:  other 
opinions  coincide  Avith  my  oAvn  in  this  Particular. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  Avith  Perfect  Esteem, 

My  Lord,  Your  Lordships 

most  obliged  and  obecbent  Servant 

Ja.  Wright. 


li  Gth  June. 
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SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  [SEC.  LORD  G.  GERMAIN.]^ 

8 Oct.  1777. 

Somerset  Street  Stli  October  1777. 

My  Lord, 

HaHng  yevj  lately  received  letters  of  the  26tli  J uly  from 
St.  Augustine,  I take  the  liberty  of  communicating  to  your 
Lordship,  such  intelligence  as  they  contain,'  wliich  comes 
from  different  hands,  but  the  principal  is  from  Mr.  Wm. 
Broym  late  acting  Comptroller  and  Searcher  at  the  Port  of 
Savannah  in  Georgia,  a person  whose  veracity  is  unquestion- 
able, and  is  in  substance  as  follows : — 

“ Soon  after  the  Skirmish  at  Nassau,  four  hundred  Recruits 
for  the  Georgia  Battallions  arrived  at  Savannah  from  North 
Carolina  & Virginia,  but  a repoid  prevailing  there,  that  they 
were  soon  to  be  employed  in  another  attempt  against  East 
Florida,  one  half  of  them  deseided  and  the  rest  were  sta- 
tion’d at  Fort  Barrington,  where  the  Small  Pox  A Measles 
earned  off  a great  many — 

“ On  the  appearance  of  some  Cruizers  off  Tyby  the  Sim- 
bm*y  Galleys  were  ordered  to  Cockspur  with  all  the  Cannon 
that  could  be  spared  fr-om  that  Quarter — 

“About  a hundred  of  the  Upper  Creeks  were  lately  at 
Augusta,  and  enterd  into  a kind  of  Treaty  with  the  Rebels, 
and  recovered  back  seven  of  their  People  who  were  Prisoners 
at  Savannah. 

“All  Communication  l)etween  Florida  A Georgia  is  entirely 
cutt  off,  and  sonie  days  ago  a Gang  of  Indians  came  into 
Augustine  with  a Scalp  but  not  known  whether  Friend  or 
Foe. 

“ They  hope  something  is  intended  against  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia  next  Winter  and  lament  its  not  being  done 
sooner — 

“ Lachlan  McIntosh  (the  Ptebel  General  in  Georgia)  is  in 
eontinenient  for  killing  Gwiniu'tt — (reorge  Mcvlntosli  (a  grtait 
Rebel)  being  informed  there  was  an  intention  to  st'iid  him  to 
the  Northward  to  !»<'  tried  for  si‘lling  Provisions  for  the  use 
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of  the  Gamson  at  St.  Augustine  has  absconded  and  a Party 
of  Soldiers  are  living  at  free  Quarters  on  his  Plantation. 

'■“WiUiam  McIntosh  (a  grejit  Promoter  of  the  Rebellion) 
Tvdth  his  Negi’oes  had  got  over  the  River  Altamaha  (supposed 
on  his  way  to  Florida)  but  was  pursued  and  overtaken  and 
his  NegToes  ail  carried  back,  he  escaped  himself,  but  has  not 
been  heard  of  since,  and  its  supposed  was  either  in  the 
Woods  or  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians. 

“ The  Carolinians  taking  the  advantage  of  the  disputes  in 
Georgia,  the  Death  of  Gwinnett,  and  the  disgrace  of  the 
Mclntoshes,  who  all  riolently  opposed  the  former  Attempt  to 
unite  Georgia  to  Carolina,  mean  to  rerive  the  matter,  and  to 
send  General  Moultrie  to  enforce  it,  if  they  cant  otherwise 
accomplish  it — 

“ Robert  Baillie  (a  warm  Friend  of  Government)  is  in  con- 
finement at  Savannah 

“Advertisements  are  put  up  throughout  Georgia  requiring 
all  xlbsentees  to  return  and  xlppear  within  six  Months,  and 
ordering  all  Persons  to  take  the  Netc  State  Oaths  within  that 
time,  and  those  who  refuse  it,  are  to  depart  the  Frnri)t(r  d’ 
America,  and  in  default  in  either  case,  their  Prc^perty  t(^  l)e 
confiscated,  and  one  Gentleman  Avrites,  that  he  should  not 
be  at  all  suiq)rized  to  hear  of  a Revolt  in  Georgia. 

“xA.  Privateer  supposed  to  be  the  Comet  of  Cliarles  Town 
lately  chased  a Vessell  into  St.  xlugustine  A a])])ear’d  again 
yesterday  A accounts  from  Georgia  mention  that  a Privatetn* 
from  Sunburry  of  Ten  Guns,  lately  took  five  Prizes,  two  of 
which  were  earned  safe  in — 

“SuUivan’s  Island  is  now  so  strongly  fortified  that  nothing 
under  a SeA^enty  Gun  ship  can  lye  before  it — 

The  above  I believe  to  be  in  general  true  and  thought  it 
necessary  that  A'our  Lordship  should  be  acapiainted  tlieiv- 
with — and  My  Lord  from  the  di\'isions  and  distracted  State 
of  the  People  and  Things  in  Georgia,  it  seems  the  most  favor- 
aide  o]q)ortunity  of  reducing  tliat  Province  to  his  Alaj*-'  ■* 
Obedience — Your  Ijordshi})  Avill  \)v  pleastul  t(»  rt‘menil)er  that 
when  the  Attt‘iii])t  was  made  in  January  last  to  prevail  on  tlie 
Georgians  to  agree  to  an  Fnion  Avitli  Carolina,  and  that  tin* 
two  Provinces  should  in  future  be  considered  as  one  State  as 
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they  call  it  Mr.  Drayton  threw  out,  that  it  was  in  the  Power 
of  Carolina  to  romfirl  Georgia  to  suhinit — on  which  if  they 
had  not  immediately  decamj)ed,  he  and  his  Colleagues  would 
haye  been  Tarred  Sc  Feather’d — and  many  of  the  Principal 
Inhabitants  then  declared  that  if  force  was  used  by  Caro- 
lina— they  would  send  to  Goy.  Tonyn  for  assistance  Sc  submit 
to  Great  Britain  rather  than  to  the  Proyince  of  Carohna — 
and  now  your  Lordship  sees  that  the  Carolinians  taking  the 
adyantage  of  the  weakness  of  the  Georgians  occasioned  by 
their  Diyisions,  are  renewing  that  scheme  and  with  an  inten- 
tion to  carry  their  Point  by  Force. 

From  all  which  there  seems  to  be  a Probability  that  the 
Peo})le  in  general  may  l)e  disposed  to  return  to  their  Alle- 
giance, especially  if  they  had  any  Assistance  and  a proper 
person  to  apply  to — and  having  had  a full  conversation  with 
Mr.  Graham  on  this  subject,  he  is  very  villhig  to  return  to 
America  in  order  to  be  in  the  way  to  obtam  such  intelligence 
as  can  be  depended  upon  of  the  true  state  of  affairs  in 
Georgia,  and  if  he  goes  first  to  Penzacola  Sc  from  thence  to 
St.  Augustine  he  wiU  V)y  that  means  have  an  Opportunity 
of  seehig  Mr.  Stuart  and  of  liaGiig  a full  and  clear  state  of 
the  disposition  of  the  Indians  and  of  knowing  what  assist- 
ance is  to  be  expected  fr-om  him  and  what  number  of  them 
or  others  he  may  have  it  in  his  Power  to  Lead  or  send  into 
Georgia  or  South  Carolina  if  necessary. 

And  if  it  should  unfortunately  happen  that  Sir  Wm.  Howe 
cannot  send  a sufficient  force  next  Winter  to  reduce  So.  Car- 
olina and  Georgia,  yet  if  there  should  be  a disposition  in  the 
Inhabitants  of  Georgia  in  general  to  shake  off’  the  Tyranny 
of  the  Hebei  Powers  and  submit  to  His  Maj.  authority  in 
such  case  a Foriv  added  to  what  may  be  spared  from 

the  Garrison  of  St.  Augustine  and  raised  within  the  Province 
of  Georgia — together  with  such  Indians  and  others  as  ^Ir. 
Stuart  may  be  able  to  carry  or  send — there  is  great  reason 
to  Conclude  that  the  Proviiu'O  of  Georgia  might  be  rt'coyenal 
from  the  Ih'bels — and  reductal  to  His  Maj''"*  obeilimice — But 
in  order  to  hold  it  against  So.  Carolina — it  will  b(‘  neca'ssavy 
that  a Twenty  Gun  Ship  or  a Frigatt‘  be  station'd  at  Cock- 
spur  near  Tyby — Two  Sloops  of  War  in  Savannah  Liver  and 
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one  at  Sunbury — And  as  some  works  must  be  constructed  at 
Savannah  an  Engineer  and  some  Cannon  & Ordnance  Stoi  t 
Ac  small  arms,  Ammunition  Ac.  for  such  of  the  Inhabitants 
as  may  be  vdlHiig  to  arm  in  support  of  Goyernment  and  tlu  ir 
Liberties — and  also  such  as  may  be  raised  there  will  h, 
necessary  to  be  furnished — and  if  tliese  Matters  are  approve(  i 
off,  I would  also  propose  to  go  out  myself  and  join  in  tie- 
Undertaking  having  proper  Instiiictioiis  and  authorities  giviai 
me  for  that  pm-pose. 

I beg  leave  to  congTatulate  Your  Lordship  on  the  vei  v 
agi’eeable  accounts  received  yesterday  which  lay  a foundation 
for  expecting  gi-eat  and  decisive  Events,  and  what  I cjiniiot 
doubt  but  Your  Lordship  will  very  soon  have  a Conlirnia- 
tion  of 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

most  obliged  and  o])edieiit  Serv* 

Ja.  Wright. 


[Imlorsed] 

II  same  day. 


SIR  JAS.  AYRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  GEO.  GERMAIN.^ 

6 Jan  CARY  1779. 

Somerset  Street  Gth  of  January  1779. 

My  Lord, 

I have  taken  the  Liberty  to  Inclose  YTour  Lordshi})  a 
Memorial  from  myself  and  Some  other  Gentlemen  who  Hum- 
bly hope  Your  Lordship  will  be  Pleased  to  Approve  of  it,  and 
to  give  the  Necessary  Orders  for  the  Protection  of  tlnnr 
Property,  and  Relief  in  the  Premises. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
M}’  Lord,  ATour  Lordships 
most  Obliged 

and  Obedient  Serv^ 

Ja.  Wrk;ht. 

The  Right  Honorable  Lord  George  Gt'rniain  Ac  Ac  Ac 
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[In  Sir  James  Wriglit’s  of  6tli  January  1779.] 

To  tlie  Eiglit  Honorable  Lord  George  Germain  His 
Majesty’s  PiTucipal  Secretary  of  State  for  North  America,  Ac. 
Ac. 

The  Memorial  of  Sir  James  Wright,  Bart.  Governor  of  the 
ProHnce  of  Georgia  and  several  other  Gentlemen  late  In- 
liabitants  of  that  Province  and  others  who  have  Property 
therein 
Sheweth, 

That  several  of  Your  Memorialists  who  were  Officers  of 
the  Crown  in  the  Province  aforesaid  on  account  of  their  Zeal 
for  the  Support  of  His  Majesty’s  xAuthority  & Government 
there,  and  for  the  active  paid  they  took  in  Opposition  to  the 
Rebellion,  when  it  first  broke  out,  rendered  themselves 
obnoxious  to  the  Rebels,  and  have  since  at  different  times 
been  under  the  Necessity  of  quitting  that  Province  and 
leaving  their  Property  which  is  very  Considerable  behind 
them  at  the  Mercy  of  the  Rebels. 

That  in  March  last  the  Rebel  Powers  there  pass’d  a Bill  of 
Attainder  against  Y^our  Memorialists  and  many  others  by 
which  they  are  adjudged  Guilty  of  High  Treason  against  the 
State  of  Georgia  in  adhering  (as  they  call  it)  to  and  giving 
Aid  and  Comfort  to  their  Enemies  His  Majesty  and  His  Loyal 
Subjects. 

That  Y'our  Memorialists  are  subjected  to  the  Pains  of 
Death  if  they  return  to  that  Province  and  all  their  Lands 
Negi-o’s  and  Estates  were  by  the  said  Law  Confiscated  and 
declared  forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  State  of  Georgia  and 
were  Ordered  to  be  sold  in  October  last. 

That  Y^our  Memorialists  understand  a Body  of  His  Maj- 
t'stys  Troops  are  sent  to  the  Province  of  Georgia  aforesaid 
in  Order  to  reduce  the  Rebels  there  to  His  ^lajesty’s  Obtnli- 
ence  which  gives  them  the  gi’eate.st  satisfaction,  as  they  have 
not  tlu‘  least  doubt  of  the  success  of  His  ^Majesty’s  Arms 
agjunst  that  Province;  nor  but  that  the  same  being  subilued 
and  h(‘ld  will  ])iove  an  A.sylum  for  such  of  His  Majesty’s 
Subjects  in  the  Adjactmt  Provima's  as  still  retain  their 
Lovaltv,  and  that  when  it  is  clearly  known  Georgia  is  to  be 
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held,  Such  Xumhers  will  resort  thereto  and  join  His  Majest\ 
Standard  as  will  gi*eatly  Facilitate  the  Beduction  of  th. 
Province  of  South  Carolina,  a matter  it  is  Hunihlv  Conceive-.  1 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  Great  Britain  and  towar»l>» 
CiTisliing  the  Spirit  of  the  Rebellion  in  General  in  America 

That  A^our  Memorialists  xApprehend  on  His  Majest\  >- 
Troops  taking  Possession  of  Georgia,  gTeat  Numbers  of 
Negro’s,  as  well  belonging  to  ATom'  Memorialists  as  to  th. 
Rebels,  will  endeavour  to  join  the  Kmg’s  Troops  in  Expecta- 
tion of  being  declared  and  made  free  and  of  getting  off  th. 
Province  in  the  Shipping;  this  AA>ur  Memoriahsts  have  th.- 
greatest  reason  to  believe  will  be  the  case,  because  in  Maiv'h 
1776  wiien  A^om-  Memoriahst  Sir  Janies  iVright  and  soiu. 
other  of  A^our  Memorialists,  had  taken  refuge  on  board 
Alajesty’s  Ship  Scarbro’  at  Cockspur  m Georgia  there  earn.- 
there  at  different  times  betwixt  twxi  and  three  hundred 
Negi’oes  who  sayd  “they  w^ere  come  for  the  King”  and  that 
wRen  the  King’s  Ship  Transports  and  several  Alerchant  Ship- 
wiiicli  w'ere  then  there  sail’d  Rom  thence  all  the  saidNegroo 
dispersed  themselves  on  board  the  Transports  and  Merchant 
Ships  and  were  carryd  away  in  the  same  and  totally  lost  t" 
theii’  Owners. 

MTierefore  Your  Memorialists  (lieing  very  great  Sufferers 
as  Your  Lordship  w'ell  knows)  Humbly  pray  that  direction> 
may  be  sent  to  the  Officers  commanding  His  Alajesty’s  Troop- 
and  Navy  in  the  Province  of  Georgia  that  all  such  Negi'oe^ 
as  belong  to  any  of  them  or  to  other  known  Friends  to  Gov- 
ernment, wiiich  may  go  over  to  the  Army  or  on  Board  any  of 
the  Ships ; may  be  taken  care  of  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  tli.* 
several  Owuiers,  and  that  they  may  on  request  be  deliveicl 
back  to  their  Lawful  Attorneys,  and  that  Orders  may  b.* 
given  to  the  Masters  of  Transpoii  Ships  if  any  such  Negi  oc- 
should  go  on  Board  their  Yessells,  that  they  shall  not  con- 
ceal, detain  or  attempt  to  cany  them  away  Init  deliver  tlnnn 
U])  to  tin*  Attorn*-ys  of  the  Owners  of  tin*  said  N<‘gr(U's  And 
Your  M(‘morialsts  furth(*r  hopt*,  as  they  havt*  already  sutlbn 
extremely  by  the  Rebtds  that  diri'ctions  may  also  be  givt*n  to 
the  Commanding  Officer,  to  prev(*nt  as  farr  as  possible,  aiiN 
injury  or  damage  being  d(Hie  by  the  Army  to  any  of  tin  ii 
Property. 
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iUl  which  is  Humbly  Submitted  to  Your  Lordship’s  Con- 


sideration. 

Ja.  Wright, 

JosiAH  Tattnall, 

John  Graham, 
Antthony  Stokes, 
James  Hume, 
Jam.  E.  Powell. 

A LIST  OF  THE  OFFICERS  OF  HIS  MAJESTY’S 
PROVINCE  OF  GEORGIA  AND  THEIR  PRESENT 
PLACES  OF  RESIDENCE.^  [Feb.  1779.] 

Governor — Sir  James  Wight  Baronet — London. 
Lieutenant  Governor — John  Graham  EscY — London. 

James  Mackay  Esq.  South  Carolina. 

James  Edward  Powell  Esq.  London. 

Grey  Elliot  Esq  London. 

,,  .,  I Lewis  Johnson  Esq.  Georgia, 

ounci . Stuart  Esq.  (Superin tendant)  East  Florida. 

Anthony  Stokes  Esq.  London. 

James  Hume  Esq.  London. 

Mosiah  Tattnall  Esq.  London. 

Secretary  A Register  of  Grants — James  Thompson  Esq. 
London. 

Receiver  General — Sir  Patrick  Houston — Georgia. 

King’s  Treasurer,  Lewis  Johnson  Esq.  Georgia. 

Treasurer  for  the  Ceded  Lands — John  Graham  Esq. 
London. 

Clerk  of  the  Council — xVlexander  Wylly  Es([,  St.  Augustine. 
Messenger — Robert  Rotten,  Georgia. 

Door  K('eper Georgia. 

Ch'rk  of  the  Commons  House  of  Assembly — William 
Stephens,  S(nitli  Carolina,  a Rebel. 

Surveyor  General,  Idiillip  Yonge  Esq*‘  S\q)[)os('d  to  be  in 
St.  Augustine. 
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Deputy  Auditor — Grey  Elliot  Esq.  London. 

Chief  Justice — Anthony  Stokes,  London. 

Assistant  Judges — All  dead  except  James  Deveaux  who 
in  Georgia  and  I belieye  a Eebel. 

Attorney  General — Charles  Pryce  Senior  Esq.  Parson- 
Green  near  London. 

Protempore  James  Hume  Esq.  London. 

Sen’^  Joint  Clerk  of  the  Crown  and  Pleas— Dead. 

Jun’*  Joint  Clerk  of  the  CroMui  and  Pleas — Charles  Pryc*- 
Jun^  Esq.  Went  to  Georgia  last  year. 

Master  in  Chancery  yacant.  • . 

Eegister  in  Chancery — Charles  Pryce  jun**- 

Judge  of  the  Court  of  Yice  Admiralty — James  Edward 
Powell  Esq.  London. 

Register  yacant. 

Marshal — James  Whitfield  in  Georgia  a Rel)el. 

Collector  of  Sayanah — Alexander  Thompson  Esq — Edin- 
burgh. 

Comptroller  and  Searcher — William  Browne  Esq.  St. 
Augustine. 

Collector  of  Sunbury — James  Kitching  Esq.  Hayerfordwt*st 
Pembroke  str. 

Nayal  Officer — Stephen  Hayen  a youth  supposed  to  be  in 
Georgia. 

Comptroller  of  Sunbury — Isaac  Antrobus — Residence  nn- 
knowTi. 

Commissary — George  Baillie  Esq.  trading  between  Georgia 
and  the  Bahamas. 

Lidian  Inter})reter — Moses  Nunes — Georgia. 

Goyernor's  Secretary  for  making  out  Licences  to  Indian 
Tradei’s — George  Spencer — a Rebtd. 

Harbour  Master  for  Sayanah — George  Finch — lately  at 
Jamaica. 

Captain  of  the  Scout  Boat — Capt.  Lightenstone,  Pilot  to 
Comm<)dore  Paikca*. 

Caj)tain  of  the  Fort  at  Cockspur  - Janies  Edward  Po\\»  ll 
Esq.  London. 
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ATTORNIES  AT  LAW. 

I iipprelieiid  all  of  them,  except  Mr.  Hume,  Mr.  Henry 
Yoiige  and  Mr.  Itobinson  have  taken  the  Oaths  to  the  Con- 
gi’ess. 

The  Names  of  several  who  have  been  driven  from  Georgia 
and  do  not  hold  any  Office  there. 

John  MuUiyne  Escp""  Providence  in  the  Bahamas. 


I George  Barry  Esq’^®  Do 

B Henry  Y'onge  juffi  Esq^  Saint  Augustine. 

K Phillip  Moore  Esq”'  do 

m Mr.  Panton  do 

i Mr.  Moss  do 

Mr.  Wood  do 

Mr.  J enkins — London . 


Wilham  McGillixTay  Esq,  a Captain  in  the  Army  on  half 
Pay — London. 

Mr.  Kincard — London. 

Mr.  Clark,  London. 

Mr.  Inglis,  Scotland. 

Mr.  James  Johnston — West  Indies. 

Mr.  Joseph  Farley  Antigua. 

John  Simpson  Esq — London. 

Captain  Lyford  (formerly  Pilot  at  Tybee)  St.  xlugustine. 

Names  of  some  Gentlemen  in  Creorgia  who  are  supposed  to 
be  East  Friends  to  Government  ^ 

Doctor  John  IiAvin 
Doctor  Trail 
Mr.  William  Telfair 
Mr.  James  Mossman 
Mr.  George  Jamieson 
Mr.  Bobert  Bied. 
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GOV.  SIK  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GEll- 

MAIN.* 

31  July  1779. 

Duplicate. 

No.  1.  Savanah  in  Georgia  the  31st  of  July  1779. 

My  Lord, 

I arriv’d  here  the  14th  Inst,  but  Lieut.  Col.  Prevost  who 
had  an  Appointment  from  the  Kings  Commissioners  as  Lieut. 
Gov’’  being  out  of  Town  Establishing  a Post  near  Pryan> 
Cow  Pen  about  20  Miles  from  Savanah  I omitted  to  Resume 
the  Government  till  Monday  the  20  after  his  return  to  town, 
and  altho  I did  not  find  the  Province  by  any  means  in  tluit 
State  of  Security  wliich  I expected  yet  as  an  Opinion  Piv- 
vail’d  that  on  the  Estabhshment  of  that  kind  of  CiHl  Gon- 
ernment  which  was  done  by  Col.  Campbell  in  March  hmi. 
The  Pro\ince  and  People  had  been  restord  to  the 
• Peace  & Considered  themselves  to  be  so  in  every  respect.  A 
that  the  restraining  Act  was  totally  set  aside  and  disregards*  i 
— I say  My  Lord  finding  things  thus  Circumstanced  I judg'i 
it  Proper  to  Publish  the  Kings  Commissioners  Proclamation 
which  I had  been  intmsted  vfith,  in  Confirmation  of  wliat 
had  been  done  before,  A in  order  to  prevent  any  disputes  vy 
6 inconveniences. 

But  My  Lord  I am  sorry  to  be  under  the  Necessity  of 
delaying  to  Issue  Writs  of  Election  for  some  time  for  by  tin' 
Expedition  into  S'’  Carohna  the  Possession  A hold  of  tlii- 
Province  has  been  very  much  interruptd  weaken’d  A redui-  d 
A I am  inform’d  by  several  sensible  A"  Good  Men  here  was  in 
great  danger  of  being  totally  lost,  but  on  the  Propriety  <'f 
the  Expedition  A'  the  ConstHjuenees  attending  it  I shall  m-t 
PresuTue  to  givt‘  any  Opinion  A as  a Considerable  Part  c)f  tin 
Army  is  now  Return’d  here  1 hope  w(‘  jire  in  a State  <>f 
Safety  and  shall  st'izt*  the  very  tirst  .Moment  that  otleis  1<  ; 
Issuing  V rits  of  Idt'ction  with  any  dt'gn'e  of  Propriety,  a- 
untill  that  is  done  our  Etlbrts  to  rt'-establish  Solid  Goveiu* 
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ment  & good  order  I Conceive  can  be  but  Fable.  I found  a 
body  of  about  70  Creek  Indians  liere,  who  had  been  with 
the  Army  in  Carolina,  they  did  not  seem  to  be  well  Pleas’d 
but  I thmk  they  will  now  go  away  Pretty  well  satisfied  and 
luive  told  me  that  if  they  are  wanted  at  any  other  time,  they 
will  Come  on  notice,  but  as  I understand  the  Indians  are 
(bnsiderd  as  in  the  Military  Line  or  department  I shall  not 
Presume  to  say  more  than  that  I thmk  those  People  might 
be  Employ’d  to  gi*eat  advantage. 

Inclosd  is  a Memorial  of  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Exposd 
State  of  Sav.  River,  with  Gen.  Prevosts  <k  Sir  James  Wallaces 
Letters  to  me  thereon  also  an  Address  from  a No.  of  the 
Principal  Inliabitants  of  Sav.  with  my  Answer  to  it,  but  Not- 
withstandhig  which  I find  several  of  the  Leading  Rebels  are 
very  busy  in  keephig  up  the  Expiring  Flame  of  Rebellion 
that  there  are  yet  Many  here  who  if  they  had  an  Opportunity 
would  adhere  to  the  Independant  Scheme.  I shall  look  with 
the  utmost  Anxiety  and  Impatience  for  the  Troops  from  New 
York  and  hope  they  will  be  m our  Neighborhood  early  iii 
October,  for  till  then,  as  the  Troops  that  were  here  are  so 
much  Scatterd  about,  I shall  not  Consider  this  Province  as 
safe. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  v.Ith  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

most  Obhged  A Obed^  Serv* 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Right  Hon^'®  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Maj.  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  N^  America  Ac. 

Ac.  Ac. 

\In(Jorsc(l\ 

R.  Sept.  23d.  By  Col.  Prevost. 

Duphcate.  Orig'  not  rec'^- 
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GOV.  SIK  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  G.  GEU. 

MAIN.- 

31  July  1779. 

Duplicate. 

No.  2.  Sav.  in  Georgia  the  31st  of  July  177U. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship  may  Possibly  Eemember  that  I had  tl>. 
Honor  of  a Short  Conversation  ^\dth  you  Eelative  to  tin 
Negi'oes  avIio  might  Come  into  this  Pro'vdnce  or  be  brought  in 
and  my  Lord  on  my  Arrival  I found  vast  numbers  of  Negro.  •> 
here,  I am  Informd  & believe  I may  venture  to  say  somt-  nr 
several  Thousands.  I found  a great  number  had  been  CaptiirM 
by  the  King’s  Army  and.  brought  m,  that  the  Indiaus;  Ini,! 
Captur’d  in  Carolina  A brought  here  upwards  of  140.  Tlmr 
several  People  had  been  Commissiond  or  Authorisd  to  Act  as 
Volunteers  without  any  pay  or  Emolument  but  that  of  Pluu- 
der,  who  had  taken  up  great  Numbers  A that  a vast  Man}' 
had  Come  over  of  themselves  and  I was  Continually  haz’d  A 
Perplexd  with  Complaints  A Claims  for  Negi*oes,  at  lengtli 
I rec^  a Petition  in  behalf  of  some  Merchants  in  London  »>n 
which  I determined  to  endeavour  to  put  the  Matter  on  tlic 
best  footing  I could  think  of,  for  His  Majesty’s  serHce  A tin 
Benefit  of  all  Parties  Concernd  and  after  two  Meetings  a 
Consultations  with  the  Council  on  this  very  Confusd  A Pta  - 
plexd  business  it  was  resolved  as  Your  Lordship  will  see  l*y 
the  Inclosd  Copy  of  the  Minutes  A resolutions  of  myself  in 
Council  A to  which  I have  the  Honor  to  refer.  How  far 
these  Volunteer  Plundering  Partys  may  have  been  reall} 
useful!  for  Intelligence  or  otherwise  I will  not  take  upon  im 
to  say  but  Clear  I am  that  nothing  but  the  Utmost  Necessit} 
A Utility  will  justify  a Measure  which  Subjects  all  People 
indiscriminately  to  the  Eapiiie  of  a set  of  Banditti. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
!^^y  Lord  Your  L())  dshi]>s 

most  Oblig'd  A Obed‘  Serv^ 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Eight  Honble  Lord  George  Germain, 

Sec.  of  State  for  N'’  America  Ac  Ac. 
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[Indorsed] 

E.  Sept.  23cL 

Bv  Col.  Prevost. 
Duplicate  Orig^  not  rec'^' 


GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  G.  GEE- 

IViA.[N.* 

1 August  1779. 

Duplicate. 

No.  3.  Savanah  in  Georgl\  1st  of  August  1779. 

My  Lord, 

Yesterday  a Paidy  of  Indians  Amounting  to  120  with  35 
White  Men  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  David  Holmes  Ap- 
]R)inted  hy  Governor  Chester  a Commissioner  on  the  death 
of  Mr.  Stuart  came  to  Town  A'  as  things  are  Ch’cumstaiiced 
here  at  Present  I think  some  Part  of  those  People  may  he 
V(U’y  usefully  Employed  till  the  .Ai-rival  of  the  Troops  fi’om 
the  Northward,  A'  intend  to  have  a conversation  with  the 
General  upon  the  subject. 

If  they  were  under  my  Command  or  direction  I should  not 
hesitate  a moment,  but  what  the  Generals  Opinion  may  be  I 
cant  tell,  as  I know  fi’oni  what  he  has  told  me,  that  he  don’t 
like  Indians. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

most  obligt'd  A obeib  S('rv^ 

Ja.  Wiarnn’. 

P.  S.  3d  August.  Tlie  (uaieral  has  agre<'d  to  keep  A F.m- 
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ploy  such  of  the  Indians  as  are  willing  to  stay  <fc  be  Em- 
ployed. 

The  Right  Honorable  Lord  George  Germain — 

His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
for  North  America  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

[Lidorsed] 

R Sept.  23d. 

Duplicate  Orig^  not  rec'^- 


GOY.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GER- 

.MAIN.^ 

9 August  1779. 

No.  4.  Sayan  AH  in  Georgia,  the  9 th  of  August  1779. 

My  Lord, 

The  more  I am  able  to  See  into  the  True  State  of  Atiairs 
here,  the  more  I am  Convinced  of  the  Wretched  Situation 
the  ProGnce  is  in  A how  nearly  it  was  being  totally  lost, 
while  the  Army  was  carrying  on  their  operations  in  Sinith 
Carolina  A now  my  Lord  the  Rebels  who  went  from  hence 
into  Carolina  on  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Camp])ell,  vith  other 
Rebels  of  Carolina  A this  Province,  are  Possess’d  of  the 
Country  at  A about  Augusta  A all  above  it,  and  I have  the 
Honor  to  Inch^se  your  Lordship  the  Information  I received 
from  three  Back  Country  People  by  which  it  appears  that 
almost  the  whole  Setthnnents  down  to  Briar  Creek  are  Brokr 
up  or  the  Inhabitants  skulking  about  to  avoid  the  Rebel 
Partys — and  that  the  Rebels  have  Collected  upwards  of 
men  A are  going  to  Establish  a Post  with  them  Some  where 
in  St.  Georges  Parish. 

I doubt  not  My  Ia)rd  however  but  this  Province  will  Soon 
Raise  it’s  head  A become  more  Po]mlous  A 0])ulent  than 
ever — 1 have  oiilered  an  Exact  Ketnrn  of  the  v Imh'  Milit ia. 
but  hav(‘  not  y<d  recadvt'd  it,altho'  from  tin'  best  rnformatiou 
1 have  been  able  to  conn'  at,  I ri'ally  belii've  they  v ill  not 
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Exceed  400  men  in  tlie  "\Miole  Province  Probably  300 
would  not  Appear  under  xA.rms. 

On  the  4tli  inst  came  to  me  Thomas  Moore  lately  belong- 
ing to  a Privateer  from  St.  xlugustine  but  who  had  been 
taken  & carried  to  Charles  Town  & made  his  Escape  fr‘om 
thence,  and  of  him  I got  the  Inclosed  Information. 

also  at  the  same  time  John  A Alexander  Henry  fr’om  S° 
Carolina  were  brought  to  me  & I now  Inclose  the  Informa- 
tion I got  fr’om  them.  aU  which  I sent  to  Major  General 
Prevost  with  a letter  to  him  on  the  subject. 

and  ^dth  Pespect  to  the  Indians  My  Lord,  the  General 
on  a Conversation  I had  vlth  him  very  readily  agi’eed  to 
Employ  them.  & on  the  3d  Instant  I had  a Talk  with  them 
at  the  Generals  House,  When  they  aU  agreed  to  Stay  <fe  go 
on  any  Duty  or  Seiwice  that  might  be  required  of  them,  and 
I think  they  have  given  in  the  Names  of  the  Indians  & the 
Towns  they  belong  to.  of  about  100  who  will  Stay  & Join  the 
Army  in  Such  Way  as  the  General  may  think  Proper,  but  I 
am  Sorry  to  say  that  after  the  Immence  Expence  to  Gov- 
emm*  on  Account  of  the  Indians,  they  do  not  Seem  to  me  to 
be  so  hearty  in  the  Cause  & so  Warmly  attached  as  I Ex- 
pected. altho’  Possil)ly  I may  be  Mistaken.  I also  Inclose  a 
Copy  of  Dooley’s  Proclamation  as  he  Calls  it.  I Presume 
Another  Consequence  of  the  Expedition  to  Carolina,  and  My 
Lord  the  State  A Condition  of  that  Province  appears  to  me 
to  be  such  that  its  only  Necessary  to  send  from  4 to  5000 
Troops  and  a few  Sliips  to  reduce  it  A Si*"  I.‘ Wallace  who  is 
fully  Possessed  of  the  Situation  of  Affairs  here  Sc  in  Carolina 
is  Just  Saild  for  New  York  where  I believe  he  Means  to  State 
every  thing  Clearly  Sc  to  Forward  the  Movement,  to  which 
Purpose  I have  also  AVrote  to  Sir  H.  Clinton  by  him. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Y'our  I.ordships 

most  obliged  and  obed^  Serv* 

Ja.  AVright. 

The  Kiglit  Hon’’*''  Lord  (h'oigc  Germain 
His  Alaj^^''  Princi]*al  Secretary  .of  State 
for  N”  America  A'c.  Sc<\  Ac. 

\ K Sept.  23(1. 

Duplicate  Grig’  not  rec'^- 
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GOY.  SIK  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GER- 
MAIN.* 

5 Nov.  1779. 

No.  8.  Savannah  in  Georgia  tlie  5 of  Nov.  1771). 

My  Lord, 

Since  I had  the  honor  of  writing  to  IToiii-  Lordship  last  by 
the  Cork  Yictuallers  we  have  met  with  a very  unexpected 
alarming  and  serious  scene,  Especially  in  this  part  of  the 
word,  for  no  Man  coidd  have  thought  or  believed  that  a 
French  Fleet  of  25  Sail  of  the  Line  Avith  at  least  9 Frigates 
and  a number  of  other  Yessells  would  liaA^e  come  on  the 
Coast  of  Georgia  in  the  month  of  September  and  Landed 
from  4 to  5000  Troops  to  besiege  the  Town  of  Savaimah.  but 
My  Lord  amazing  as  this  is,  it  is  certainly  Fact,  for  on  the 
3d  of  September  an  account  came  to  Savanna  that  5 Large 
ships  were  in  the  oiling  A the  next  morning  advice  came  that 
they  were  Freneh  Ships,  and  I concluded  that  they  had  been 
droA^e  here  l)y  distress,  hoAvever  on  the  7tli  a letter  Avas  Avrote 
by  Captain  Henry  Commander  of  His  Majesty’s  Ship  FoAvey 
that  42  sail  of  French  Ships  a})peared  oil*  Tybee  Bar  and  on 
the  8th  5 of  them  very  Large  Slii})s  came  in  OA’er  the  Bar,  on 
Avhich  the  FoA^'ey  and  R(jse  Shi})s  of  AVar  Avere  obliged  to 
retreat  A come  up  the  River,  and  on  the  12th  several  of  the 
Frencli  Fleet  Avent  in  at  OssabaAV  and  at  Night  began  to  land 
their  Troops  at  BcAvhe  and  on  the  15th  the  Count  D’Estaing 
sent  a Summons  to  General  Prevost  to  Surrender  the  Toavii 
and  Province  to  the  Kimf  of  Fnnuv  on  Avhich  some  Messages 
A Letters  ])assed,  and  on  the  17th  the  Truce  ended  in  De- 
claring that  it  Avas  the  Fnaiiimous  opinion  A Resolution  of 
the  C/r//  and  ^Military  that  tin'  Town  should  be  Defmided. 
tliis  my  Lord  made  me  v(*ry  ba}>py  as  I had  some  stroiuj 
Reasons  to  apprehend  tV  fear  the  C'ontrary.  The  particulai>> 
of  th(‘  Negotiation  A'oni'  LoL‘dslii|)  Avill  r(Ha‘iv(‘  from  (Jtmeral 
Prevost,  and  from  tiiis  time  Hostilities  began  and  both  sides 
were  vtay  active  in  niising  Ued( )nbts  and  Patteries  A'  ()[>i'n- 
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iiig  Trendies  Wc.  S:c.  and  now  iny  Lord  give  me  leave  to 
mention  the  great  ability  and  Exertions  of  Captain  Moncrief 
the  Chief  Engineei  who  was  Indefatigal)Ie  day  Night  and 
whose  Eminent  Seidces  contributed  vastly  to  our  defence 
and  safety,  and  on  the  3d  of  October  at  half  after  11  at 
Night  the  French  began  to  Bombard  the  Town  and  at  the 
Firing  of  the  Morning  Gun  on  Monday  the  4th  they  began  a 
most  Fuiious  Cannonade,  Avhich  continued  more  or  less  till 
Saturday  the  9th  when  just  before  Break  of  day  an  attack 
was  made  by  the  united  Arniys  of  the  French  W Eebels,  and 
we  have  it  from  very  good  authority  that  the  flower  of  both 
arrnys  to  the  amount  of  2500  French  and  1500  Bebels,  came 
against  us.  The  Conflict  was  sharp,  and  lasted  for  about  an 
hour  & a half  and  we  were  well  infornied  bv  Fitmch  Officers 
who  were  woimded  and  taken,  and  also  by  some  who  came 
Muth  Flags  W by  deserters  and  others,  that  they  lost  700 
killed  and  wounded,  and  some  accounts  mentioned  1000 
among  which  are  63  officers — D’Estaing  wounded  in  the 
thigh  and  arm  Polaski  on  the  Hip  with  a grape  shot  and 
since  dead  and  the  Bebels  its  said  had  killed  and  wounded 
500,  amongst  them  Charles  Price,  astonisliing  to  think  we 
had  only  7 killed  & 14  wounded  but  for  a more  Cii’cumstan- 
tial  Accomit  of  the  Siege,  Attack  Ac.  Ac.  I beg  leave  to  refer 
A^our  Lordship  to  the  Liclosed  diary,  and  wliich  altho  not  in 
the  Mihtary  Language  or  Style,  I will  be  answerable  is  as 
Just  A True  an  account  of  the  whole  matter  as  will  be  trans- 
mitted from  any  hand  whatever,  and  I have  it  my  Lord  from 
some  of  my  Friends  who  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the 
condition  of  the  French  Fleet  when  they  were  ready  to  de- 
part from  our  Coast,  that  the  Shi})s  were  much  out  of  rej)air 
A the  Men  exceedingly  sickly  on  Board  the  Sagittaire  the 
Crew  of  which  amounted  to  500,  they  Buried  Avith  the  Scuiaw 
and  other  disorders  but  chiefly  the  Scurvy  at  least  2,3,  A 4 
every  day  one  day  Avith  another,  and  this  fr>r  a month,  and 
Several  officers  who  came  tlu'rt'  from  tin'  other  ships  saiil  it 
Avas  the  same  throughout  and  1 Avas  Infornu'd  from  the  same 
Autliority  that  D'Estaiiig  Avas  return  to  Bi‘(\st  immediately 
Avith  11  shi})s.  4 to  go  to  Clu'asa})eak  for  provision  and  from 
thence  to  the  Cap(‘,  2 Frigates  and  the  Cape  Troops,  say  1200 
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Men  to  "o  to  Charles  Town  tt  the  rest  with  La  Motte  Pi(|u,  i 
to  Martinique,  tliis  Destination  was  learnt  yet  ])ossibly  luav 
not  be  the  fact, 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  Mutli  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

most  obliged  Obed^  Serv^ 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Eight  Hold’’"'  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Maj.  Principal  Secretary  of  State  c'irc.  Arc.  Arc. 

[Im7o)’se(/] 

E Dec^-  21.  By  Capt.  Shaw\ 

Duplicate — Orig|  not  received. 

[Inclosed  in  Gov.  Sir  Jas.  Wright’s  Letter  of  5 Xov.  1779.] 

On  Friday  the  3d  Sept.  Gapt.  Henry  of  His  Maj*'’^  Ship 
Fowey  call’d  on  me  and  told  me  he  had  heard  from  Tyber, 
that  they  were  5 large  ships  in  the  Offing  which  were  imagiiiM 
might  be  the  Eoebuck  with  some  Cork  Yictuallers. 

On  Saturday  the  4th  he  call’d  on  me  again  A:  Sliew'd  a 
letter  from  Capt.  Brovui  of  the  Eose,  who  vTote  that  he  had 
sent  a Lieut,  to  reconnoitre  the  Ships,  who  repoiled  them  to 
be  French  Ar  we  then  suppos'd  they  might  have  been  drovo 
this  way  by  a Gale  of  Wind — which  seem’d  in  some  measure 
to  be  confirm’d — because  on  Monday  the  6th  Accounts  were 
bro*  up  that  the  Ships  had  disappear’d. 

But  at  day  break  on  Wednesday  the  8th  I received  a letter 
fr-om  Geid  Prevost  acquainting  me  that  at  4 O’Clock  that 
Morning  he  had  received  a letter  from  Capt.  Henry  inform- 
ing him  that  there  were  42  Sail  of  French  Ships  of  War  in 
Sight,  most  of  which  a}>])eared  to  be  large  Shi])s,  on  whicli 
we  concluded  that  a serious  Attack  was  intended  against  tliis 
Province ; We  had  been  i^qiairing  the  Old  Eedoubts  and 
raising  New  Works — Fxja'ctiiig  an  Attac-k  by  tlu'  lhd)els,  but 
on  thes(‘  Accounts  of  a French  Fle(4  being  on  the  (’oast,  the 
great(‘st  Exertions  wt're  made  by  Ckq>t.  iMoncrief  Chief  Ihi- 
gineer  and  lOU  to  oOO  NegToes  wt're  ininualiately  ordered  in 
by  the  Gov*'  and  Council  ami  set  to  work — And  in  the  whole 
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tliere  were  13  good  redouLts  raised  round  the  Town  in  difter- 
eiit  places  and  15  Gun  Batteries  were  raised  also  in  ditferent 
places  between  the  Eedouhts — the  whole  of  these  Batteries 
contain’d  80  Pieces  of  Canon,  18,  9 tfe  6 pounders — The  Bat- 
teries were  mann’d  by  the  Sailors  of  the  Fowej,  Bose  and 
Keppel  & by  Sailors  Volunteers  belonging  to  Transports 
and  other  Ships  in  the  Biyer. 

Besides  which  there  were  seyeral  6 and  4 Pounders  prop- 
erly placed  'without  Batteries,  also  five  field  pieces. 

We  soon  received  an  Account  fi-om  Capt.  Henry  that  the 
French  Fleet  consisted  of  25  sail  of  the  Lhie  and  9 Frigates, 
besides  other  Vessels. 

On  the  8th  Sept.  Five  Frigates  got  over  Tybee  Bar,  and 
soon  after  the  Fov/ey,  Bose,  Keppel,  Savannah  & the  Galleys 
were  obliged  to  retire  up  the  Biver. 

On  Sunday  the  12th  at  night  the  French  began  to  land 
Troops  at  Bewley  14  miles  from  To'^m  And  on  Wecbiesday 
the  15th  a letter  came  fi-om  Count  De  Estaing  contauiing  a 
General  Summons  to  surrender  the  Town  k Province  to  the 
Khig  of  France,  he  boasted  in  this  letter  of  his  formidable 
Armament  by  Sea  and  Land  What  he  had  done  with  them 
at  Granada  Ac.  mentioned  how  much  Macartney  had 
suffered  by  not  Capitulating,  and  that  it  was  totally  in  vain 
to  think  of  opposmg  or  resisting  his  Force — And  warn’d 
General  Prevost  of  the  Consequences  attending  a Storm, 
hintmg  that  he  shoii’d  consider  him  as  personally  answerable 
for  the  lives  of  the  people  Ac. 

The  Answer  to  this  was  that  the  General  he  had  a better 
opinion  of  him  A of  the  British  Ann//  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  command,  than  to  expect  they  woii’d  surrender  the 
T(3wii  Ac.  on  a General  Summons,  witlnmt  knowing  on  what 
terms  or  conditions — That  he  had  communicated  the  above 
letter  to  the  Civil  Governor — And  if  the  Count  had  any  terms 
to  offer,  desired  they  might  be  made. 

To  which  th(‘  Count  rt'pHed,  tlint  it  was  tht‘  part  of  the 
Besit'ged  to  })i(>pose  T<‘rms  and  not  that  of  the  Besiegers. 

The  Answi'r  to  this  was  that  it  was  a matter  of  gi-eat  Con- 
secpience  and  there  were  many  different  Interests  to  be 
adjusted  and  settled,  and  therefore  desinal  24  hours  to  con- 
sider of  it. 
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This  went  on  Thursihiy  the  lOth  and  the  Count  agreed  tn 
wait  for  an  Answer  till  the  firing  of  the  Evening  Gun  (in 
Friday  the  17th. 

In  the  Afternoon  a Council  of  War  was  held  in  the  General 
Tent,  consisting  of  the  field  Officers  (the  Gov^  and  Lieut. 
Gov.  being  present)  to  consider  of  an  Answer  to  be  sent  t<  > 
the  Count  De  Estaing  when  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  whole  that  the  Town  should  be  defended  A that  thi> 
Answer  or  Notice  should  be  returned  to  Count  De  Estaing. 

On  which  Hostilities  commenced — 

On  the  17th  18th  & 19th  Col.  Maitland  and  all  the  Troo}>s 
from  Beaufort  got  here  but  with  the  greatest  difficulty  aud 
lisque,  Excepting  the  Artillery  Men  of  the  Hessian  Coi'})s, 
Hessian  Convalescents  and  about  170  of  the  71st.  Tla 
Vigilant  Man  of  War,  three  Galleys  and  3 Transports  with 
all  the  Artillery  Stores  Baggage  Ac.  were  left  at  Calhbogie. 

The  whole  of  the  Troops  which  arrived  with  Col.  Maitland 
amounted  to  about  800  Men. 

Two  of  the  French  Frigates  with  two  Galleys  advanced  up 
the  Biver  to  4 Mile  Point  and  on  the  29th  Sept,  one  of  them 
got  up  to  A Anchored  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Back  Biver  and 
the  two  Galleys  at  the  point  of  Yonges  Iseland  of  Marcli 
and  at  different  times  they  fired  many  Shot  into  the  Town  24 
A 12  Pounders. 

The  French  were  employed  in  bringing  Canon  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 
fr’om  BeAvley  till  the  24th,  In  the  night  of  Avhich,  they  began 
to  break  gi-ound,  near  our  hues  and  next  day  Ave  saAv  2 pieces 
of  Canon  mounted. 

A party  of  hght  Infantry  were  Order’d  out  under  the  Com- 
mand of  Major  Graham  consisting  of  about  90  men  in  Order 
to  cfraw  the  French  out  of  their  Lines,  avIio  to  the  number  of 
300  came  out  A Avere  di'ove  fr’om  their  W(uks  but  Avere  tlum 
Supported  b}'  a Column  of  French  Troops  from  500  to  000 
fr'om  the  Woods  behind  their  Works.  Avhich  Obliged  the  light 
Infantry  to  return.  The  fremdi  Avere  much  Galh^d  by  our 
Canon  and  the  fire  of  the  Musquetry  A lost  as  Ave  Avere  in- 
formed 84  Killed  A about  100  Wounded. 

The  light  Infantry  lost  Lieut.  McPherson  A 7 private  Kill  d 
A 13  wounded. 
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From  the  24tli  the  french  were  extending  thefr  lines  Sc 
Works  Sc  raised  three  large  Batteries  and  were  l)ringing 
Canon  Sc  Mortars  <kc.  from  B^wlej,  Thunderbolt  Sc  Gastons 
Bluff. 

On  the  2d  of  OcB-  The  Fiigate  Sc  Eebel  Galleys  kept  a 
constant  fire  on  the  Town  Sc  Camp  fi’om  11  a m to  1 P M — 
many  shot  reach’d  thro’  the  Town  to  Zubley’s  Meeting  fi'om 
the  Galleys  Sc  from  the  Frigate  went  quite  across  the  Camp 
to  the  BaiTacks. 

Sunday  3d  OcP-  At  half  after  11  at  .Night  the  French 
open’d  a Bomb  Battery  of  9 Mortars  Sc  continued  throwing 
Shells  till  One  OClock  in  the  Morning — 123  Shells  were 
thrown  into  every  part  of  the  Town,  but  without  doing  any 
Material  Damage. 

Monday  4th  Ocfr  Just  as  the  Morning  Gun  was  fired — the 
Enemy  began  a most  furious  and  incessade  Canonade  fi’om 
tliree  Batteries  moimting  in  the  whole  32  Guns  of  18,  12,  9 Sc 
6 Pounders,  besides  a Constant  fire  from  the  Frigate  of  14 
Guns  12  pounders.  And  of  2 Guns  24  Pounders  from  the 
two  Bebel  Galleys — as  also  a Bombardment  of  Shells — how- 
ever only  the  Dau^  of  a Mrs.  Thomson,  and  a Mr.  Pollard 
AssisP  Barrack  Master  were  killed,  during  which  a constant 
Fire  was  kept  up,  by  our  Batteries,  on  the  Enemy’s  works  Sc 
Shells  thrown  fi'om  5 small  Cohorns. 

Tuesday  5th  Canonading  Sc  Bombardment  continued — Day 
Sc  Night. 

Wednesday  6th  the  same — This  night  a Woman  her 
Mother  Sc  Child  Sc  a Niece  were  kill’d  by  a Shell  in  the 
Middle  of  the  Town,  also  three  Negi’oes — Mrs.  Lloyds  house 
was  set  on  fire  by  a Carcase  which  they  now  began  to  throw. 

Thursday  7th  The  Canonade  Sc  Bombardment  continued — 
several  Carcases  were  thrown — Another  House  was  burnt, 
most  of  the  Houses  in  Town  were  much  damaged  by  the 
l8hot,  but  no  body  kill’d  either  in  Town  or  Camp. 

I’riday  Stli  Bombardment  A C’aiionade  continued  much 
‘himage  continued  to  be  done  to  tlie  Houses — Capt.  Simpson 
l<iird  by  a Grape  Sliot  in  Major  Wriglits  Ihaloiibt  at  the 
lrustt!es  Gardens — In  the  Course  of  this  Night  a very  heavy 
Canonade  from  the  Enemy. 
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Satimlay  Otli  Esj^ecially  from  12  at  niglit  also  a BomV)anl- 
ment  wliicli  eoutiimed  till  the  liriiig  of  the  iMoniiiig  Gun  at 
Day  break  immediately  an  Attack  was  made  by  the  French 
<fe  Febels  on  the  Ebenezer  redoubt  & Battery  by  the  Spring 
and  on  the  redoubt  by  Col.  Maitlands  Tent,  on  the  Bight 
our  line,  Commanded  by  Col.  Maitland;  the  Enemy  that 
made  the  Attack  were  the  flower  of  the  French  Troops  Vir- 
ginia & So.  Carolina  Continentals  <fe  So.  Carolina  Militia — 
Supposed  to  be  2500  french  A 1500  Bebels. 

Count  De  Estaing  Commanded  himseK  and  Gen'  Lincoln 
as  second  in  Command. 


The  Attack  was  made  Tvuth  great  Spirit  on  the  part  of  tin- 
French — the  Morning  was  favourable  for  them  being  Dark  A 
Foggy.  The  Attack  continued  1^  hour  when  the  Enemy  were 
beat  back  A retreated  with  gi*eat  precipitation  Our  Troops 
who  alone  opposed  them  were 


30  Dragoons 


l 


In  the  Ebenezer  Bedoubt. 


64  S°  Carolina  Loyalists 
Commanded  by  Tawes  of  the  Dragoons  who  bravely  fell  in 
defending  it. 

90  of  Col.  Hamilton’s  Carolina  Loyalists  A ) y 
56  Georgia  Militia  | lu  the 

Bedoubt  where  Col.  Maitland  was  A 

70  Granadiers  of  the  Boyal  Americans  who  were  Ordered  to 
support  the  Bedoubts,  and  bravely  charg’d  the  Enemy  with 
their  Bayonets. 

Exclusive  of  the  above  the  Spring  Battery  of  6 Guns  mamiM 
by  31  Sailers  Commanded  by  Mr.  Manly  A Steel  did  very 
great  execution  A much  contributed  to  the  repulse  of  tli«‘ 
Enemy — None  of  the  other  Troops  on  the  right  of  our  liin^ 
w’ere  at  aU  engaged,  or  had  occasion  to  fire  a single  musquet — 
these  consisted  of  the  1st  Battalion  of  71st  the  Hessian  reji* 
Wezenbeckens  A Browns  Bangers. 

On  the  left  of  our  Line  a Feint  was  made  by  the  Bt'brl 
Troops — 5(M)  under  Commniid  of  Gmi'  Williamson — on  M;ij"r 
Wrights  redoubt  by  the  Trustees  Gardens  V 700  uiuhn*  Com- 
maud  of  Col.  Sleyer  on  C'ol.  (hugers  Bedoubt  in  Tatm  1" 
Bond — Tlu'  Bi'bels  were  beat  ofl*  A lost  50  kill'd  A wcuiiuh-d 


at  this  end  of  our  line — Amongst  the  first  Cliarles  Bryce. 
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After  the  retreat  of  the  French  & Rel)els  on  the  right  of 
our  line  270  men  chiefly  French  were  found  dead — 31  of 
whom  were  in  the  Ditch  and  on  the  parapet  of  the  Ebenezer 
Kedoubt  & 93  more  within  the  Abattis — A French  & Kebel 
Standard  were  once  fixed  on  the  parapet  of  this  redoubt,  the 
French  earned  off  theirs,  but  the  Rebel  Standard  was  taken 
by  us.  Since  the  Attack  we  find  by  Deserters,  French 
OtHcers  and  others  that  the  F'rench  lost  in  kill’d  & wounded 
not  less  than  700  some  say  1000  & of  the  first  63  Officers  by 
their  own  Acco^-  Amongst  the  Wounded  Count  De  Estaing 
Received  a Musquet  Shot  in  his  Arm  & another  in  his  Thigh, 
I’ount  Polaski  a AYoimd  in  the  Hip  by  a Grape  Shot  A since 
(lead — And  the  Rebels  by  the  best  information  we  cou’d  get 
had  kill’d  A wounded  about  500  A it  is  astonisliing  to  think 
that  in  this  Attack  We  had  only  Capt.  Tawes  A 7 private 
Kill’d  and  11  Wounded. 

N B.  Our  whole  force.  Regulars,  Militia,  Sailers  A Yolun- 
teers  did  not  amount  to  above  2350  men  fit  for  Duty. 

A Flag  was  soon  sent  by  the  French  A Rebels  desiniig  a 
Tnice  for  the  Burial  of  the  Dead,  A receiving  the  Wounded, 
which  was  agi-eed  to  till  2 o’clock  A then  extended  till  Dark. 

During  this  Night  a slight  Canonading  on  both  sides  A 
many  fi-ench  A Rebel  Deserters  came  in.' 

Sunday  10th  Several  Flags  passed  and  Truces  agi’eed  to, 
for  the  above  and  other  purposes,  a Slight  Canonading  during 
the  night  A many  Deserters  come  in. 

Monday  11th  N o Canonading  or  Bombardment  on  the  part 
of  the  Enemy.  Deserters  coming  in  who  Inform’d  that  they 
'vere  sending  their  Sick  A Wounded  A heavy  Canon  on  board 
their  Ships — The  Rebel  Militia  were  daily  going  off*  in 
Numbers. 

Tuesday  12th  Slight  Camuiading  on  each  side  in  the  night, 
but  not  a Gun  fired  in  the  day — the  Enemy  seem’d  now  to 
tire  fi-om  two  pieces  of  Canon  only. 

Wi'diiesday  13th  Tlu‘  sanu'. 

Thursday  14th  The  same. 

Friday  15tli  The  same  and  1Y('  were  now  Inform’d  that  all 
tlu*  Carolina  Nlilitia  were  gone. 

Saturday  16th  The  same  The  Enemy  had  removtal  all  their 
Cannon  but  two. 
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Sunday  ITtli  The  same  and  We  were  Inform’d  that  th. 
french  black  Sc  Miillatoe  Brigade  had  March’d  to  Col. 
r^Ties — to  Embark. 

Monday  18th  This  Evening  Sc  Night  all  the  French  a 
Hebei  Troops  left  theii*  Camps  <k  lines  which  were  next  day 
Sc  a few  days  following  all  destroyed. 

, Tuesday  19th  Were  inform’d  the  French  had  taken  post  '1 
miles  fi‘om  Town  at  the  Cross  Road  leading  to  Brewtoiis  a 
that  the  Rebels  were  crossing  the  River  with  all  Expeditiuii. 
at  the  two  Sisters  and  Zubly’s  Ferry. 

20th  Sc  21st  Learn’d  that  all  the  French  had  Embark’d  at 
Gaston’s  Bluff  in  about  100  Boats  Sc  had  gone  to  Tybee 
embark  in  their  Men  of  War  lying  there. 

From  the  21st  the  YtTnds  hanging  to  the  Eastward,  thr 
French  Frigate  cou’d  not  move  fi’om  five  fathom  hole  Cartch 
during  this  time  coming  up  with  prisoners. 

Ja.  Wright. 


GOV.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GElh 

MAIN.^ 

6.  Nov.  1779. 

No.  9.  Savannah  in  Georgia  the  Oth  of  Nov*"  1779. 

My  Lord, 

I wish  it  were  in  my  Power  to  give  your  Lordship  :oi 
agi’eeable  or  satisfactory  account  of  the  Situation  of  affair^ 
in  General  in  this  Province  Sc  that  any  Progress  was  mad* 
towards  carrying  tlie  ^[(aisnrt's  Ih'commeinh'd  to  im'  on  m'* 
Departure  from  England  into  Execution.  But  in  my  form'  •’ 
letters  I very  ])articulaiiy  mentioned  the  Reason  why  it  ''a- 
Impossible  to  call  an  Assembly  at  that  time  and  how  far  thi' 
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ProWnce  had  been  Sufferd  to  Relapse  into  Rebellion  again, 
.'iiul  those  who  were  well  affected  to  be  Harassed  and  Ruined 
i»v  Rebels  from  Carolina  and  Yillains  in  the  Back  Country' 
lit*re,  who  Joined  them  for  the  sake  of  Plunder.  I also  wrote 
vour  Lordship  how  Nearly  this  Province  was  being  lost  again 
and  the  very  great  Distress  that  the  King’s  Loyal  Subjects 
were  reduced  to,  and  all  this  I conceive  owing  to  or 
Occasioned  by  the  Expedition  into  South  Carolina,  which 
K'ft  this  ProHnce  Naked  and  Defenceless.  Whereas  had  a 
I\)st  been  Established  at  Augusta  I have  every  Reason  to 
Think  that  the  Whole  Province  would  have  been  in  Peace 
and  quietness  and  that  good  and  Loyal  Inhabitants  would 
have  ffocked  in  fi’om  other  ProHnces.  this  My  Lord  is  a Short 
Sketch  of  the  State  and  Condition  I found  it  in,  and  which 
I Repeat  least  my  former  letters  might  not  get  safe,  and  Since 
that  your  Lordship  knows  things  have  been  Growing  worse, 
for  as  I wrote  before  the  Rebels  were  Collecting  their  whole 
force  fi’om  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina  and  Yirginia,  and 
also  the  Rebels  from  and  in  this  ProGnce  in  order  to  attack 
Savannah  before  any  reinforcements  should  come  from  New^ 
York  of  all  which  I acquainted  your  Lordship,  and  this 
brought  it  down  to  the  Invasion  by  the  French  and  of  that 
and  the  Issue  I have  now  given  your  Lordship  a full  account 
in  my  letter  No.  8.  I am  now  My  Lord  taking  every  Step  in 
the  Power  of  the  Civil  Department  to  Check  the  Spirit  of 
Uebelhon  by  Compelling  all  those  who  I think  might  or  ought 
to  have  come  in  and  Joined  in  the  defence  of  the  Town,  but 
•liil  not,  to  give  a very  Circumstantial  Account  of  their  Con- 
duct During  the  Siege,  and  have  Directed  that  those  of  the 
Lower  Class  who  do  not  appear  Materially  Culpable  shall  be 
obliged  to  give  Security  for  their  good  behaviour  for  12 
nioiiths  themselves  in  TlOO  SterP  and  2 Sureties  in  ToO 
• ach,  also  to  take  the  Oaths  of  Alh'giance  t^'c.  I've,  and  to 
Subscribe  the  Test  a Copy  whereof  is  Inclosed,  and  any  who 
a])])ear  to  have  offended  (’a])itally,  I htive  ordered  to  be  Com- 
aiitted,  and  if  sufficient  cNhh'iice  can  lx*  had  against  them 
1 am  detennined  they  shall  be  prosecuttal  foi*  High  Thaaisoiq 
*'>it  my  Lool  in  the  situation  we  aia*  now,  the  Ci\il  (losvni- 
lueiit  Your  Lordship  will  see  must  be  very  Feeble  and  will 
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remain  so,  till  I can  call  an  assembly,  this  is  a Point  I lia\. 
Considered  and  hope  it  may  be  done,  and  that  the  time  i.s  n,-. 
very  distant  when  I may  Issue  writs  for  that 
I Transmit  your  Lordship  hereA\'ith  the  Minutes  of  the  Pi.»- 
ceedings  of  the  Governor  in  Council.  Since  the  Sie^e,  .1 
Body  of  150  Horse  wou’d  I think  give  full  Protection  to  tl.. 
Settlements  in  General  and  be  Sufficient  to  Bout  any  Part', 
of  Bebels  that  may  Attempt  to  Disturb  us,  for  those  w1k»  .i.. 
the  Mischief  are  Generally  on  Horseback,  and  before  an\ 
Detachment  of  Foot  can  get  near  them  are  gone  offi  15o 
Horse  w'ou’d  be  more  serviceable  than  500  Foot.  Then*  i- 
not  above  50  who  are  called  Light  Dragoons  and  I dont  hrar 
that  anv  more  are  intended  to  be  Baised.  Your  Lordsliij. 
may  rely  on  it  that  every  thing  in  my  Power  shall  be  doiu' 
Promote  His  Majesty’s  SerGce  and  that  I have  most  anxioii>i 
in  view^  the  Several  matters  recommended  to  me. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Y"our  Lordships 

most  obliged  & Obedient  Serv* 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Bight  Hoffi^^  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Maj.  Principal  Secretary  of  America  for  America 
&c  Ac.  j 

[Indorsed]  j 

B 21st  Dec^* 

By  Capt.  Shaw'.  i 


GOV.  SIB  JAS.  MTHGHT  TO  SEC.  LOBD  G.  GElb 

MAIN.* 

9 November  1779. 

No.  10.  Savanah  in  Georgia  the  9th  of  Nov*"  1779. 

]Mv  Lord, 

The  Ship  not  Sailing  so  soon  as  was  Ex]H'cted  I haw  tl.* 
Honor  of  writing  anotlu*!’  lane  to  Your  I.ordship  and  t! 
more  I tliink  of  our  vtuy  great  Sik*c('.ss,  tlu*  mort'  I set*  it 
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a Providential  thing,  and  a matter  of  the  utmost  Importance, 
the  Southem  Pai*ts  of  America  I conceive  are  now'  in 
Your  Lordships  Power  whereas  had  the  French  got  Footing 
here,  I fear  they  wou’d  have  been  lost,  the  Stroke  is  Severely 
Felt  by  the  Rebels  A their  Distress  Immense,  and  if  Pvepeated 
accounts  are  to  be  Credited  I think  the  Spirit  of  Rebellion  is 
on  the  declme  in  South  Carolina  Since  the  Late  Defeat  here 
And  I doubt  not  but  the  Country  wiU  be  an  Easy  Concpiest. 
But  W'e  hear  they  are  Strengthening  their  Works  "at  Charles 
Town,  and  La\'hig  in  9 months  Pro\'ision.  Since  my  Last  my 
Lord  I have  Carefully  Examined  Several  People  wdio  have 
come  in  from  tlie  Back  Country  within  a few  Miles  of  Augusta, 
who  tell  me  there  are  not  Many  Rebels  there,  or  anywhere 
Else  together,  but  only  a few  Straggling  Partys  wdio  still  go 
about  Plundering  what  they  can  find  and  distressing  the 
Loyal  Inhabitants,  and  those  at  Augusta  are  Fortifying  them- 
selves, but  as  I have  every  Reason  to  Expect  some  Creek 
Indians  w iU  soon  be  down  amongst  them,  I hope  they  "^'ill  be 
Routed  ’ere  long,  a Party  of  Horse  wou’d  Efiectually  Scour 
tlie  ProHnce,  Drive  away  the  Remainder  of  the  Rebels,  and 
with  a few  Established  Posts  Give  Peace  and  Security  to  all 
the  well  affected  here,  and  Such  as  may  Choose  to  come  in 
and  Settle,  either  this  or  the  Reduction  of  Carolina  will  do. 
And  w'hen  I can  CaU  an  Assembly  which  I hope  wiU  be  as 
soon  as  the  Reinforcement  comes  to  enter  Carolina,  then 
Government  will  Soon  Strengthen  and  Raise  its  Head ; I have 
mentioned  many  things  my  Lord  with  Respect  to  the  State  of 
the  Province,  and  some  which  I think  Necessary,  to  Mr. 
Knox  which  w'ou’d  have  Spun  out  my  Letter  to  ITour  Lord- 
ship  to  too  Great  a Length  and  trust  that  he  will  Lay  before 
Y’oiu’  Lordship  all  such  Matters  as  he  may  Judge  Material  or 
Worth  Your  Lordships  notice. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Yoiu-  Lordships 

most  Obliged  A Obed^  Serv* 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Right  Hon''*'*  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Maj''*'  Princi])al  Secretary  of  State  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

[ hators^  if  j 
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GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  G.  GER- 
MAIN.* 

20  January  1780. 

No.  11.  Savannah  in  Georgia  the  20tli  of  Jan^  1780. 

My  Lord, 

The  last  time  I had  the  Honor  to  write  to  Your  Lords] ii]» 
was  on  the  9th  of  Nov’^  by  Captain  Shaw  who  was  Sent 
Express  with  the  Account  of  the  defeat  of  the  French  and 
Eebel  Forces  before  the  Tovti  of  Savannah,  Copies  of  which 
I also  Sent  by  way  of  New  York  and  not  having  anythin <4 
more,  or  very  Material,  or  any  good  Conveyance,  I have  not 
m’ote  Your  Lordship  Sh'ice.  But  on  the  29th  of  Beceml)ei- 
I wrote  to  Mr.  Knox  in  which  I mentioned  Several  Mattta-. 
and  desii-ed  him  to  Communicate  Such  of  them  to  Your  Lord- 
ship as  he  might  think  proper  or  Worth  your  Notice,  an.l 
I have  now  the  very  great  Pleasure  to  acquaint  Your  Lords]  lip 
that  on  the  17th  Instant  a Transcript  Ship  arrived,  one  of  tin 
Fleet  from  New  York,  and  by  which  we  have  an  Account  tliat 
upwards  of  7000  Troops  are  coming.  The  Winds  have  bct-n 
very  unfavourable  for  several  days  Past,  and  only  a Horse 
Sloop  has  got  in  Since,  and  some  Gentlemen  who  are  come 
to  Town  say  tliat  they  Parted  with  the  Fleet  in  a Hard  Gale 
of  Wind  4 days  after  they  left  New  York,  which  was  I think 
the  20  of  Deceml)er,  but  I hope  as  the  Wind  is  now  Northerly 
and  getting  to  the  Eastward,  2 or  3 days  more  will  bring  them 
aU  safe  in. 

The  Court  of  Sessions  my  Lord  Ended  to  day,  thn'e 
persons  were  Tried  and  found  Guilty  of  iMisdemeanours  f('r 
Treasonable  Practices,  Viz — AVilliam  Carey,  Israel  Bird  and 
William  Maxwell  and  2 others  withdrew  their  Pleas  and  Con- 
fessed the  Indictments,  Viz.  Janies  Davis  and  Thomas 
Netherclift,  and  3 more  Iiidictnumts  for  IMisdmneanours  stand 
over  to  be  Tried  at  tin*  lu'xt  Court,  and  I ho]a‘  Such  Exanq'k  " 
will  be  made  by  the  Judgments  and  Sentema's  whi(*h  may  be 
Passed  against  those  Peoplt*  vho  are  Found  Guilty,  and  those 
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who  have  Confessed  the  Indictments,  and  who  are  Lvable  to 
Fine  and  Imprisonment  etc.  as  will  have  a good  Effect,  and 
tend  much  to  Strengthen  and  Support  Government,  which  I 
assure  your  Lordship  at  Present  Stands  in  Great  Need  of  it. 
Peter  Henry  Morel  was  Tried  for  High  Treason  and  Acquitted 
and  Kobert  Mauls  Tiial  for  High  Treason,  Stands  over  till 
June  Court  and  as  soon  as  the  Troops  begin  their  Operations, 
I shall  Issue  Writs  of  Election  and  hope  whem  I get  an 
Assembly  I shall  be  able  to  Execute,  His  Majesty’s  Com- 
mands, and  my  Instructions  to  accomplish  which,  and  eA^ery 
matter  that  I may  Judge  to  be  for  His  Majesty’s  SerGce, 
I Shall  Exert  to  the  Utmost  of  my  Power.  There  are  now  a 
Party  of  Cherokee  Indians  here  230  Men  and  18  or  20 
Women  and  Children,  I have  been  Present  at  2 of  thpir 
Talks,  Copy’s  of  Avhich  General  Prevost  tells  me  he  Shall 
Transmit  to  your  Lordship,  those  People  Express  the 
Strongest  Kesentment  against  the  liebels,  and  say  they  never 
Avill  be  reconciled  to  them,  and  if  they  are  Properly  Treated 
and  Managed  I think  may  be  very  usefull  on  the  Expedition 
into  Carolma,  but  Indians  Seem  to  be  despised  and  thought 
of  no  Consequence.  I have  not  had  the  Honor  to  receAe  a 
Line  from  your  Lordship  Since  I left  England  and  am  most 
anxiously  wishing  to  hear  of  the  Success  of  His  Majesty’s 
Fleet  against  the  Combined  Fleets  of  France  and  S2)ain, 
which  Pray  God  Grant. 

I have  the  Honor  td  be  Avith  the  most  Perfect  Esteem, 

My  Lord,  Your  Lordships 

most  Obhged  A Obed*  Serv^ 

Ja.  Wright. 

Tlie  Right  Honorable  Lord  George  Germain 
His  Maj^^’"*  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  xAmerica  Ac 
Ac  Ac. 

\^In(lorsed] 

R May  13. 

By  the  Lord  Hyde  Packet. 
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LEITEKS  FROM  SIR  JAMES  WRIGHT. 


GOV.  Sill  JAS.  AVIIIGHT  TO  SEC.  G.  GEEMAIX.  ’ 

10  Febkuaky  17S0. 

No.  12.  Savannah  in  Georglv  the  lOtli  of  Eeb^'  1780. 
My  Lord, 

Your  Lordships  Letter  of  the  9th  of  July  last  No.  3 I had 
the  Honor  to  receive  on  the  2d  Instant,  and  which  is  the  fii^t 
that  has  come  to  Hand  Since  my  Arrival.  I am  afi-aid  Your 
Lordships  Information  of  the  Eebel  Force  m South  Carolina 
being  much  Diminished  was  not  well  Founded.  It  gave  iu«‘ 
Concern  to  find  that  Spain  has  thrown  her  Weight  into  tli<’ 
Scale  of  our  Enemies,  but  my  Lord  I am  very  hopefull  tlii> 
^ Event  may  be  Productive  of  Unanimity  and  Bouse  the  Tnu* 
Enghsh  Spirit,  and  that  Great  Britain  will  Soon  Bisi' 
Triumphant  over  all  her  Enemies,  Foreign  and  Domestic.  1 
have  Great  Satisfaction  in  hearmg  that  the  War  in  America 
is  an  object  not  lost  Sight  of,  and  that  None  of  the  Troi»i>> 
are  to  be  Muthdrawn,  and  I Trust  I shall  Soon  have  it  in 
my  Power  to  Congratulate  your  Lordship  on  the  Success  cf 
His  Majesty’s  Arms  in  South  Carolina,  and  which  I am  Still 
of  Opinion  Altho’  late,  wfill  Give  a Sickening  Stal>  to  the 
Bebelhon,  and  encourage  Great  Numbers  to  Stand  forth  in 
Support  of  His  Majesty’s  Measures,  and  in  the  defence  <>t 
their  Liberties  and  Property’s.  But  my  Lord  a Bemforct'- 
ment  of  the  Naval  Force  on  the  Continent  of  North  America 
Seems  absolutely  Necessary  or  these  Provinces  will  be  held 
by  a Weak,  Doubtfull  Tenure.  With  Bespect  to  the  deserted 
Property,  it  Certainly  was  at  first  (^f  Considerable  Value,  tliat 
is,  the  Lands,  Stock  and  Produce,  u})on  the  Plantations.  The 
Negroes  were  in  General  carried  away  by  the  Bebel  Owiiei> 
into  South  Carolina,  and  by  one  means  or  other  I fear  tie- 
Stock  and  Produce  will  not  amount  to  miudi,  and  my  I.oid 
where  there  art‘  no  Negroes  to  (hiltivate  and  Plant  tluat*  i' 
no  Occasion  for  Managtas.  I have  hitluatt)  taktai  evtay  St< p 
and  done  evta-y  thing  I conld,  to  take  care  of  that  kind 
Pro})erty,  as  Soon  as  tin*  Siege  was  over,  (Jemaal  Prt'vo-t 
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Ordered  the  BaiTack  Master  to  take  Possession  of  all  the 
Houses  in  Savanna  which  'were  Deemed  Kebel  Property  and 
get  them  Pepaired  for  Winter  Quarters  for  the  Officers  and 
Soldiers,  'who  Still  Occupy  them  and  most  of  them  have  been 
Since  Attached  for  English  and  other  debts,  and  so  were 
many  of  the  Plantations.  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of 
Your  Lordship  letter  I renewed  an  order  I had  before  made, 
for  the  board  of  Claims  to  lay  before  me  a fuU  and  very  Par- 
ticular account  of  all  their  Proceedings  Relative  to  the 
deserted  Estates  and  Property  and  as  soon  as  I receive  it 
will  Transmit  it  to  Your  Lordship,  from  which  I presume  the 
State  of  those  Matters  will  Clearly  Appear,  and  in  the  mean- 
time I shall  Certainly  do  every  thing  in  my  Power  and  Give 
every  Possible  assistance  to  His  Maj*^’®  Loyal  and  Persecuted 
Subj*ects.  Colonel  Bro^\ii  who  has  been  Honoured  with  the 
Appointment  of  Superintendant  of  the  Creeke  and  Cherokee 
Indians,  is  now  in  Savanna,  and  I have  had  Several  Conver- 
sations with  him  about  those  People. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

most  Obliged  & Obed*  Serv* 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Bight  Hoffi^®  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Maj^^’®  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  America  Ac 
Ac  Ac. 

[Indorsed] 

B May  13. 

By  the  Lord  Hyde  Packet. 


GOY.  SIB  JAS.  WBIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOBD  G.  GER- 
MAIN.- 

18  Febbcary  1780. 

No.  13.  Savannah  in  Geokgia  the  18th  of  Eebruary  1780. 
My  Loud, 

I have  now  tlie  Honor  to  acipiaiiit  Y^our  Lordship  that  Sir 
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Henry  Clinton  and  I believe  all  the  Fleet  Except  2 or  3 have 
at  Length  got  Safe  here.  Sir  Henry  left  Savanna  on  Tues- 
day the  8th  and  on  the  14  Instant  we  had  an  Account  that  he 
. had  Landed  most  of  the  Troops  at  North  Edisto  in  South 
Carolina,  on  Friday  the  11th  that  is  about  35  Miles  from 
Charles  Town  but  they  have  2 Elvers  to  Cross  viz  Stono,  and 
at  Ashley  Feny,  he  has  a Noble  Ai*my  with  him  and  the 
Greatest  Harmony  Prevails  between  them  and  the  Navy 
throughout  the  AThole,  so  that  we  have  every  thing  to  Expect 
from  them  but  the  Carolinians  having  had  so  long  Notice  (as 
the  Fleet  left  New  York  the  26th  of  December)  they  have 
Greatly  increased  and  Strengthened  their  Works  at  Charles 
Town  and  have  got  8 or  10  French  and  Eebel  Fngates  there, 
and  it  is  Reported  tliat  Generals  Lee  and  Waine  have  got 
there  with  a Reinforcement  from  the  Northward  of  1500,  if 
so,  I fear  Many  Brave  Men  May  Fall  Notwithstanding  which 
I doubt  not  but  Your  Lordship  vdll  receive  very  Agreeable 
Accounts  of  the  Success  of  that  Expedition.  Some  Troops 
were  Landed  here,  and  I belive  about  the  Same  Number 
Carried  Away,  so  that  I Suppose  Sir  Heniy  has  as  many  vltli 
him,  as  he  brought  fr-om  New  York,  and  General  Paterson  is 
now  Preparing  and  on  the  Point  of  Marching  up  this  Country 
towards  Augusta,  with  a very  Good  Army  for  the  Pui*pose  in 
View,  and  I think  next  week  to  Issue  Writs  of  Election  here. 
William  Maxwell  was  Fined  c£300  Sterling,  Israel  Bird  o£2(Hk 
James  Davis  i^lOO  and  Thomas  Netherclift  .£20,  and  they  all 
Found  Security  to  Keep  the  Peace  and  be  of  Good  behaviour 
foi*  3 years,  and  I am  in  Great  hopes  that  these  Proceedings 
will  have  a very  Good  Eilect. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

most  Obliged  and  Obed*  Serv* 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Right  Hon'’‘^  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Principal  S(‘cretary  of  State  for  America  <t'c. 

etc.  Ac. 

[ hulnr-'^f'd] 

R :\[ay  13. 

By  the  Lord  Hyde  Packet 
\da  Jamaica. 
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GOT.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GER- 
MAIN.-' 

13  Mapx’H  1780. 

No.  14.  Savannah  in  Georgia  the  13th  of  March  1780. 


My  Lord, 

On  the  8th  Instant  and  not  before,  I had  the  Honor  to 
receive  the  TripHcate  of  A^our  Lordsliips  Circular  Letter  of 
the  17th  of  June  last.  With  the  Several  Inclosures,  neither 
the  Original,  or  Duplicate,  came  to  Hand.  I also  Received 
by  the  Same  Conveyance,  your  Lordsliips  Circular  letter  of 
the  8th  of  July  Inclosing  a Printed  Copy  of  His  Majesty’s 
Most  Gracious  Speech  to  His  Parliament  at  the  Conclusion 
of  the  Session  on  the  3rd  of  July  last. 

But  I have  not  yet  received  fi-oiii  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty,  any  Authorities  for  Granting  letters  of 
Marque  against  the  Ships  Ac.  of  the  King  of  Spain  and  His 
Subjects.  Your  Lordship  may  depend  that  I have  Given  all 
the  Encouragement  I could  to  Promote  those  Services,  and 
to  that  End  have  assured  the  Owners  of  Such  Ships  as  bear 
letters  of  Marque  against  the  French  King  and  His  Subjects, 
that  His  Majesty  will  consider  them  as  having  a Just  Claim 
to  the  King’s  Share  of  all  Spanish  Ships  and  Property  which 
they  may  make  Prize  of. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  A^our  Lordships 

most  Obliged  and  Obed^  Ser* 

Ja.  Wright. 


[Imlorsed] 

R 18th  June. 


The  Right  Hon’’^*^  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Majesty’s  Principal  S('cretary  of  State 
for  America  Ac.  A(*.  Ac. 


♦ r.  ll.  O.  Aiu.  .V  W.  lu.l.  \ol.  2M. 


.THiag’rfaraKAV  aia  'W^f’sfijnmJ 

•*'  - “ .i™&. 


TVS  - 

-H30a..0'.  (Jtt<)j"''’im^x 

■■  ■ tt»'  <?,  ■«,.^^.,..K«^,v.:rTn 


„ .,  jl^' 

,08Vt-  i{?rt«M  irt  1il  ,.oV[' 

tvk»^  •idm'tiO  ■'3ijSin^^.nT 

^ ^ ,j;^o 

Ij^)-  '•  mhmhis^  ^^Mwil’w^i  Mffi  ai 
.to««t;jca«q8:  lo^;|i<^^jE)ifi 


. ^ ■ ■ ‘5^ 

‘ 'Wj' 


& ■ ^ l>S«  ,»£^n€>^^  e^rfi^^oxfloi:^ 

^1  ' WaqM8  WimO  fwli  fedt'4^'*tW  bWPisili 

pC'"”®  , »iH 

I _ “*  xtt^p  ^m%  « t5»bbtfv-> 

'”:'d,i>Mw  ib  hi 

. , , , . ’iM^i  ii*'  .^>vxhj'  ‘3^01  ^(4wa 

‘ J..._  yf'W  ' . ; ; .j^'jiqbbbWHl  itfoT  bfc!^  ■^M'*'  ’ *■  ■ — 


^ xe8  ^h&ffO  han  bojjUdO  J«om 

« -'''-^^ . . 5.^^^  - C i ; :-f 


,Jh^Ai^h\\] 

" i^iuirbO  fig*ioaO  *^fxoH  i^, , a 


“aii48  M rrivi^WtiaS  li>qj*itfn^^  »VteUl£  <tiH» 


27^  LETI'ERS  FROM  SIR  JAMES  MTIIGHT'. 

GOT.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GER- 

MAIN.* 

13  March  1780. 

No.  15.  Savannah  in  Georgia  the  13th  of  March  1780. 
My  Lord, 

The  Original  of  your  Lordships  letter  No.  3,  I had  the 
Honor  to  receive  on  the  8th  Instant,  The  duplicate  of  which 
I had  received  on  the  2d  of  Feb^^'  and  Answered  on  the  lOtli 
of  that  Month,  and  to  which  I beg  leave  to  refer.  On  Com- 
paring those  letters  my  Lord,  I Observe  the  following  in  the 
Original  which  is  not  in  the  Duplicate  Yiz  “And  that  upon 
no  Pretence  any  Fresh  Charge  is  brought  upon  the  Revenue 
of  this  Country”  and  whatever  other  Governors  may  have 
done,  I don’t  Recollect  that  I ever  di'ew  on  Government  for 
one  shilling,  we  have  no  Gaol  and  there  are  Some  other 
Matters  which  seem  very  Expedient  and  which  I had  thought 
of  Yenturing  to  Undertake,  and  draw  for.  but  as  I have  re- 
ceived such  a Peremtory  Injunctimi  to  the  Contrary,  they 
must  not  be  done,  and  I Certainly  shall  not  attempt  to  Lay 
any  Fresh  Charge  on  the  Revenue  of  Great  Britain,  unless 
fi*om  the  most  Urgent  Necessity.  The  Commissioners  have 
not  yet  Finished  the  State  of  their  Accomits  and  Transac- 
tions and  made  their  Report  Relative  to  the  deserted  Planta- 
tions Ac.  which  I shall  Transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  first 
Opportunity  after  I get  them,  but  I understand  very  little  of 
the  Produce  Ac.  Remains. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Y'our  Lordships 

most  Obliged  and  Obed‘  Servant 

Ja.  Wright. 

Tlie  Right  Hon^’*’  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Majesty’s  Primupal  Secretary  of  State 
for  xVmerica  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 
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GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  G.  GEE- 

MAIN.- 

24  March  1780. 

No.  16.  Savannah  in  Georgia  the  24th  of  March  1780. 
My  Lord, 

Since  I had  the  Honor  of  wilting  to  your  Lordship  last,  I 
have  Eeceived  a Proclamation  Issued  by  His  Excellency  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  a Printed  Copy  of  which  I now  Inclose— a 
Proclamation  my  Lord  which  I am  much  afraid  will  not  be 
Attended  with  any  Good  Consecpiences  to  His  Majesty’s 
Service  or  this  Province.  I think  I have  well  known  the 
Sp  jit  of  the  Leaders  ui  Eebelhon  in  South  Carohna,  as  I 
have  frequently  had  the  Honor  of  Acquainting  Youi*  Lord- 
ship  whilst  I was  in  England,  and  Your  Lordship  has  too 
often  Experienced  the  Contempt  with  which  the  Tmly  Great 
and  Generous  overtures  of  His  Most  Gracious  Majesty  have 
been  received  and  Treated  by  the  Eebel  Powers,  What  then 
my  Lord  is  to  be  Expected  fi'om  a Eepetition  of  Such  offers  ? 

I hope  my  Lord,  it  will  not  be  thought  Officious  in  me  to 
Trouble  your  Lordship  with  a letter  on  this  Subject — For 
Whilst  His  Majesty  is  Graciously  Pleased  to  Intrust  me  with 
the  Charge  of  His  Province  of  Georgia  I shall  Exert  to  the 
Utmost  of  my  Power  to  Promote  the  King’s  SerHce  and  tlie 
Welfare  of  the  People,  to  restore  Good  Order  and  Govern- 
ment here  (if  it  be  or  as  far  as  may  be  Possible)  and  of 
Course  to  take  Notice  of  Such  Measm-es  as  are  most  hke  to 
Obstruct  or  Prevent  it.  I have  always  my  Lord  fr’om  time 
to  time  Since  my  Arrival  Given  your  Lordship  a Faithful 
Account  of  the  State  of  affairs  here,  the  Distresses  of  the 
People  from  the  General  Plunder  of  Foes  and  Friends  lias 
been  Great,  has  been  Intollerable.  We  had  happily  and 
niost  ProGdentially  Escaped  a danger  and  Force  almost 
^utUGent  to  have  Swallowed  us  iq>.  and  on  the  Arrival  of 
His  Maj^-'  *^  Troo})s  from  New  York,  I then  Look’t  upon 
Ik'ace  and  Good  order  and  Government  in  this  Province  as 
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Cei-tain  and  at  Hand — but  liow  was  I mistaken,  the  first 
damj)  was  the  Alteration  of  the  Route  of  the  Army,  whicli 
had  been  Clearly  Settled  here.  Should  be  from  hence  to 
Augusta,  but  the  Change  left  the  Province  so  much  Exposed 
and  Disconserted  me  to  that  Degree,  that  with  the  Ad\uce  of 
His  Majesty’s  Council,  I Postponed  Issuing  the  Writs  of 
Election  for  some  time.  I do  not  mean  to  Censure  the  Meas- 
ure of  altering  the  Route  for  it  might  be  very  Proper  and 
Right.  I will  not  say  otherwise — But  Immediately  on  the 
Back  of  this  comes  the  Proclamation  without  any  Restriction 
or  Limitation  and  without  any  Exception  of  any  Persons 
Whatever,  and  under  which  it  is  my  fear  that  every  Rebel 
who  has  Fled  this  Province  and  Committed  Crimes  of  the 
Blackest  dye  may  come  Back  and  Claim  Pardon  and  Protec- 
tion, and  if  that  is  the  Case  my  Lord,  it  will  be  Scarce 
Possible  for  any  Kings  Officer  to  Remain  here  with  any 
tolerable  Satisfaction — the  Moment  I Received  it  I ordered 
the  Council  to  be  Summoned  and  Laid  the  Proclamation 
before  them,  and  my  Lord  it  was  then  Determined  to  Issue 
the  Writs  of  Election,  for  if  these  People  Return,  Many  of 
them  have  Influence  Enough  to  get  themselves  Elected 
Members  of  Assembly.  And  what  then  my  Lord  is  to  be 
Expected.  *So  that  I have  at  all  Events,  and  at  all  Hazards 
ordered  the  Wilts  to  be  Prepared  and  shall  Sign  them  to 
morrow.  And  as  I see  the  Consequences  of  this  Proclama- 
tion may  be  of  the  Utmost  Importance.  I mean  to  wiitr 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  a letter  upon  it,  and  for  that  Puiiiose 
Shall  State  my  Ideas  to  the  Council  on  Monday  next. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

most  obliged^  A obed  Serv‘d 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Right  Hon^’^  Lord  George  Germain 
His  Maj‘^’**  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
for  America  Ac.  Ac.  A'c. 

P.  S.  28th  March, 

Yesterday  I again  Laid  Sir  Henry  Clinton  ^ 
Proclamation  before  the  Council  and  made  my  Remark- 
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thereon,  Tvhen  it  M’as  the  Unanimous  Opinion  that  I should 
AVrite  a Letter  to  His  Excellency  on  the  Subject,  and  which 
I have  done,  and  now  have  the  Honor  to  inclose  Your  Lord- 
ship  a Copy  thereof. 

[Indorsed] 

R 16th  July. 


• ) 


GOV.  SIR  JAS.  AVRIGHT  TO  SEC.  L^^  G.  GERMAIN.^ 

4 Apkil  1780. 

No.  17.  Savannah  in  Georgia  the  4th  April  1780. 

AIy  Lord, 

On  the  29th  Ultimo  I had  the  Honor  to  receive  Your  Lord- 
ships  letter  of  the  29th  of  October  No.  4.  the  Representa- 
tions I formerly  made  Y^our  Lordship  with  respect  to  the 
distressed  .situation  of  His  Majestys  Loyal  Sulijects  in  this 
Province  by  a Series  of  Unfortunate  Circumstances  and 
Events  has  Encreased  instead  of  Lessened,  and  at  this  day 
we  are  in  a Tmly  Grievous  Situation,  and  Continually  Har- 
assed and  Plundered  by  Partys  of  Rebels,  and  all  this  I 
Conceive  for  want  of  a Post  at  Augusta,  on  the  29th  ultimo 
a Party  of  Rebel  Horse  to  the  Amount  of  (its  said)  300  Col- 
lected at  and  about  Augusta  and  in  the  adjacent  Parts  in 
South  Carolina,  came  to  my  Plantations  at  Ogechee  and 
BurhT  and  Destroyed  7 of  my  Barns  Ac.  Ac.  with  Rice,  and 
did  me  other  Damage  to  the  Amount  of  at  Least  8000T 
Sterling,  they  also  Burn’t  and  destroyed  ^Ir.  James  Buttlers 
Bam  Ac.  Ac.  at  about  2 miles  distance  from  mine,  they  shot 
4 of  my  Negi’oes  Dead  and  wounded  3 more,  one  of  which 
its  thought  will  dye.  aiul  how  many  they  ha\t‘  carried  otf 
'vith  them,  its  not  yet  in  my  pow(‘r  to  say  with  (\‘rtainty. 
these  Plantations  my  Lord  are  on  the  South  Sidt‘  of  ()gi‘chet* 
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River,  begin  about  15  miles  fi’om  Savannah,  and  Extni.l 
about  3 miles  fintlier.  And  I must  own  I cannot  help  Im- 
puting all  the  Losses,  Distresses  and  Deplorable  SituatiiHi 
this  Province  is  at  Present  in,  to  the  Expedition  into  South 
Carohna  this  time  twelvemonths,  and  now  my  Lord  we  caii 
Get  no  assistance  from  the  Mihtary  as  Ahmr  Lordship  will  in 
Part  see  by  the  Inclosed  Minute  of  Council. 

most  Fortunately  Count  DEstaings  Expedition  has  only 
Occasioned  a Delay  in  the  Arrival  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  with 
His  Majestys  Troops  here,  he  is  now  before  Charles  Town, 
and  we  are  veiy  Anxiously  Expecting  to  hear  of  his  Success 
there.  I am  very  Glad  the  Plan  formed  vuth  Respect  to  the 
care  and  Management  of  the  Refugee  Negi'oes  and  Deserted 
Property,  has  been  Approved  by  His  Majesty.  But  by  the 
Conduct  of  the  xArmy,  Invasion,  and  Siege,  those  intention- 
have  been  almost  MTiolly  Frustrated,  but  for  the  Particulars 
I must  beg  leave  to  Refer  A^our  Lordship  to  the  Report  of 
the  Commissioners. 

A’our  Lordship  may  Rely  on  it  that  every  Means  in  my 
Power  shall  be  used  to  Promote  His  Majestys  Royal  inten- 
tions and  to  Comply  ’vGtli  His  Commands — we  are  now  in  a 
very  Disagreeable  Situation  and  I don’t  know  any  thing  that 
can  Give  us  Peace  and  Secuiity  but  a Post  at  Augusta,  ami 
a Body  of  at  least  150  well  Appointed  Horse. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  ’W'ith  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lorxl  A" our  Lordships 

most  obliged  and  obed*  Serv‘d 

J.\.  Wright. 

The  Right  Hold’**’  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Maj^*'  ’’  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
for  America  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 


[ Indnrsvd  \ 

R loth  July. 
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MAIN.* 

6 April  1780. 

No.  18.  Savannah  in  Georgia  tlie  6tli  of  April  1780. 

My  Lord, 

Yesterday  I had  the  Honor  A very  Great  Satisfaction  to 
Receive  the  Duplicate  of  your  Lordships  letter  of  the  19th 
of  January  Number  5 and  it  makes  me  Perfectly  Happy,  to 
find  my  Conduct  Approved  of  by  His  Majesty. 

I did  on  the  Occasion  of  the  Siege,  as  I hope  I shall  on 
every  other,  Endeavour  to  Discharge  my  Duty  to  the  King, 
as  a Truly  Loyal  & affectionate  Subject.  A the  Trust  Reposed 
in  me,  with  Proper  Firmness  A integilty.  I have  Acquainted 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  that  His  Majesty  is  fully  Satisfied 
with  his  Zeal  A Services. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  is  now  before  Charles  Town  and  Acbniral 
Arbathnot  with  I think  12  Ships  is  within  the  Bar  A I Tmst 
we  Shall  Soon  have  good  Account  from  them.  When  I hope 
Peace  A Good  Government  will  be  Restored  to  this  ProGnce 
to  Accomplish  which,  I shall  Exert  myself  to  the  Utmost  in 
every  way  Possible. 

The  Election  for  the  Town  of  Savanah  begun  yesterday  A 
I believe  will  End  Agreeably,  A that  the  four  Members  will 
be  Mr.  Robertson  the  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Simpson  the 
Clerk  of  the  Court,  Mr.  Mossman  a Planter  A Mr.  Farley  an 
Attorney. 

And  when  we  can  Meet,  I am  very  hojxift/il  to  be  able  to 
Accomplish  Several  things  for  His  Majesty’s  Service,  and 
Shah  Particularly  Attend  to  the  Several  Objects  Pointed  out 
m your  Lordships  letter  of  the  81st  of  ]\Iarch  1779,  and  to 
all  those  Mentioned  in  the  Letter  I have  now  had  the  Honor 
to  R(H*eive,  and  I assure  Y"our  Lordship  we  have  Great 
< )(-casiun  for  the  Inteiposition  of  the  legislature.  I liave 
alrt'ady  Given  your  Lordship  an  Account  of  our  Proct'edings 
en  the  Criminal  Prosecutions. 
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Your  Lordships  Opinion  it  directions  with  Respect  to  tli. 
Captured  A:  Refugee  Negroes  is  Exactly  the  same  with  iii\ 
owTi,  but  that  Property  wliich  was  at  tirst  very  Consideraltl.-. 
I understand  is  now  Dwindled  away  to  very  little.  The  Com- 
missioners have  not  yet  made  their  Report,  but  Promisi*  m* 
it  to  day  if  Possil)le,  <fe  which  I shall  Immediately  Transmit. 

I thank  your  Lordship  for  V)eing  Pleased  to  Point  out  tli« 
Method  which  the  Kings  Loyal  Subjects  Should  Pursue  with 
respect  to  the  Damage  they  have  Sustained  by  the  Execution 
of  the  Measures  Judged  Necessary  for  the  defence  of  tin 
Province  & I shall  Acquaint  the  Pailys  with  it,  A which  1 
Presume  will  be  Duely  Attended  to. 

Your  Lordships  Reasons  against  Allowing  the  Militia  any 
Pay  are  Forcilde,  and  I hope  we  Shall  not  have  Occasion  to 
Call  upon  them  again  for  Services  of  that  kind. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  has  lately  Authorised  Mr.  Graham  tin- 
Lieutenant  Governor  to  Act  as  a kind  of  Commissary  for  tin 
Loyal  Refugees  A by  that  Means  I hope  such  Persons 
may  Appear  to  me  to  be  Proper  Objects  will  be  allow*  .1 
Rations. 

Your  Lord.ships  Goodness  in  Proposing  to  Recommend  it 
to  Parliament  to  add  the  sume  of  ^5000  to  the  Estimate  <>f 
this  year  for  Defraying  the  very  Necessary  Extraordinary  A 
imavoidable  Expences  in  the  Sup})ort  A Carrying  on  tin 
affaii’s  of  Government,  and  for  Building  a Goal  Ac.  is  1 
assure  you  most  Acceptable  to  us,  for  we  were  in  the  Greatr-t 
Difficulty  with  Respect  to  those  matters,  and  on  a 8iip}><>"i- 
tion  that  the  Dutys  Arising  A Payable  to  the  Crown  in 
America,  were  Given  up  by  His  Majesty  A to  be  Appropri- 
ated to  Public  uses,  we  had  already  Expended  to  the  amount 
of  about  .£450  Sterl.  and  should  have  been  obliged  to  Appl.' 
those  A the  Fines  to  Such  uses  as  Could  not  Pos.sibly  h:i\*' 
been  Avoided.  A receiGng  your  Lordships  Information  «'i 
this  Point  has  Relieved  us  from  the  Greatest  Perplexity. 

Your  Lordships  A]>])rob:iti(')n  of  the  Utility  of  a (5>rp^  "f 
Horse  for  Scouring  tin'  Woods  A'  Covering  the  Froiiti('r> 
the  Province  Giv«‘s  me  great  Phaisure,  as  we  CtuTainly  lia'‘ 
the  most  Prc'ssing  Occasion  for  that  kind  of  assistance.  a> 
'your  Lordshi[)  will  St‘C  by  Some  of  my  iGtm-s.  I shall  bn- 
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moiliatelj  Write  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  np(ni  the  subject,  but 
I jiiii  much  afi-aid  when  he  made  his  Kequisition,  he  did  not 
mean  them  for  the  Protection  of  this  Province,  which  I am 
flxtremely  Sorry  to  Say,  I tliink  has  not  been  Sufficiently 
attended  to.  being  much  hurried  in  Point  of  time,  as  I am 
anxious  to  Dispatch  the  Packet  to  Sir  H.  Clinton,  I Bely 
on  Yolu-  Lordships  Goocbiess  to  Excuse  any  Errors  or  Omis- 
sions which  may  appear. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Y^our  Lordships 

most  Obliged  and 

Obed'  Hble  Serv* 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Right  Hon*’^‘'  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
For  America  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

{Indorsed] 

B 16th  July. 


SIB  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GERMAIN.* 

17  May  1780. 

No.  19.  Savannah  in  Georglv  the  17th  of  May  1780. 
Mv  Lord, 

Many  Articles  of  Expence  Unavoidably  Attending  the 
Execution  of  the  Civil  Government  we  had  Recourse  to  the 
Money  Arising  by  Duties  Payable  to  His  Majesty  in  this 
Province,  on  a Sup})osition  that  His  Majesty  has  been  Gra- 
ciously Pleased  to  Give  them  up  for  the  use  of  the  Respective 
Colonys  Wherein  they  are  Paid.  Rut  having  some  doubt 
tlierein,  I laid  tlie  ^Matter  before  tlie  Council  and  I have  now 
tile  Honor  to  Inclos»‘  youi’  Lordshi}>  a Copy  ot*  tlu'ir  Ihqiort 
thereupon. 
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And  my  Lord  I must  beg  leave  to  Observe  that  this  Pn.\- 
ince  lias  been  so  nmcli  Distressed  by  the  Kebellioii,  ii\ 
Plundering  Party’s  and  otherwise,  and  all  the  Back  Count rv 
being  broke  up,  and  most  of  the  Inhabitants  dispersed  and 
Gone  and  the  Number  of  Negroes  Greatly  diminished,  so  tliat 
our  Produce  at  Present  is  little  or  nothing  and  cannot 
increased  for  some  time  to  come,  therefore  my  Lord,  If  th. 
Construction  Contended  for  or  Supposed  by  the  Council  can 
be  admitted  it  will  encourage  the  Distressed  Inhabitants  ami 
Enable  us  to  Carry  into  Execution  many  Necessary  Pui)lia 
Matters  but  my  Lord  if  we  are  Mistaken  and  have  A])j»rn- 
priated  Part  of  the  duty  Money  without  Bight  or  Authoritv . 
I Presume  it  can  easily  be  Beplaced  out  of  the  =£5000. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  most  Perfect  Esteem,  ]\Iy 
Lord,  Your  Lordships 

most  Obhged  & Obed*  Seri 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Bight  Hoiri'^  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Maj*^  ® Principal  Secretary  of  State  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

B 16  th  July. 


GOV.  SIB  JAS.  WBIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOBD  G.  GEIb 

MAIN.* 

6 Apiml  1780. 

Savanah  in  Georgia  the  6th  of  April  17S0. 

My  Lord, 

Yesterday  I had  the  Honor  to  Beceive  vour  Lordshij'" 
letter  of  the  21st  of  January.  With  Bespcct  to  the  OOic»*  'I 
Cl<‘rk  of  the  (k)Uiicil  being  Annexetl  to  that  of  Seeretarv. 
A\  liicli  your  Lordship  was  Pleased  to  mention  to  me  tlie  la^t 
tim(‘  I had  the  litniour  to  Sia'  you  in  London  and  a^>ni« 
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vour  Lordship  I did  not  forget  it,  but  on  the  4th  of  Nov*^ 
wrote  your  Lordship  ns  Follows. — 

Sav“-  in  Geokgia  4th  Nov''  1779. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship  Desired  I would  Give  you  Some  Account 
of  the  Office  of  Clerk  of  the  Council  in  this  Province.  This 
Office  my  Lord  was  Originally  included  in  the  Secretarys 
Patent,  but  how  that  came  to  be  done,  or  how  far  it  is  Proper 
it  should  be  so,  is  submitted  to  your  Lordship.  Mr.  Wylly 
is  Clerk  of  the  Council  by  my  Appointment  in  1770. 

There  is  a Great  Deal  of  Writing  A Attendance  required  A 
Mr.  Wylly  Assures  me,  it  is  not  now  Worth  £50  Sterl  p aim 
which  is  something  to  a Man  on  the  Spot  who  does  the 
Business  himself  but  Nothing  to  a Gent  in  England,  who  is 
to  Pay  a Deputy  for  Executing  it.  But  I must  Acquaint 
your  Lordship  he  Says  when  Lands  were  Petitioned  for  A 
Granted  once  in  every  month  as  usual,  the  Office  was  then 
worth  about  £250  ami.  but  Exclusive  of  that,  which  was 
forbid  in  1773  or  4,  it  is  not  worth  above  £50  at  most  A there 
is  no  Sallary — and  if  the  Land  Office  was  open  again  there 
is  very  little  Land  to  Grant,  uidess  it  be  the  Ceded  Lands. 

I once  took  the  Liberty  to  Mention  to  Y^our  Lordship  liow' 
Necessary  it  is  to  Strengthen  the  Hands  of  Government 
I’specially  at  this  time,  for  my  Lord  how  is  it  to  be  Ex])ected 
tliat  Gentlemen  in  the  House  of  Assembly  or  Elsewhere  will 
s})end  their  time  A take  Pains  A Trouble  to  serve  Govern- 
ment without  Some  Encouragement  or  Views  of  Advantage, 
and  if  the  Governor  is  Stript  of  the  Power  of  giving  little 
Offices  which  fall  Vacant,  to  usefull  People,  he  will  have  very 
little  Influence  A get  very  Little  Assistance,  and  my  Lord  I 
can  with  Great  Truth  say,  that  the  King’s  authority  and 
Powers  of  Government  are  very  Weak  at  present  Sc  re(piire 
cveiy  degree  of  IiiHuence  A all  Possible  Exertions.  I have 
the  Honor  to  be  Ae. 

Ja.  Wright.  Copy  how 
this  Miscarried  I Can't  Conceive. 

Lnir  Lordshij)  may  lx*  assured  I shall  as  Noiir  dcsin*  put  Mr. 
Lliompson  in  Possession  of  that  Otlict'  A thank  V(mr  Lord- 
•''hip  for  the  Mark  of  Bespect  Shewn  me  on  that  occasion. 
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His  Majestys  Great  Goodness  in  expressing  His  Eoyal 
Approbation  of  my  Conduct  in  the  manner  your  Lordship  is 
Pleased  to  Mention  the  Honorable  Testimony  your  Lord- 
ship  is  Pleased  to  give  of  yours  likevdse,  are  very  Flattering. 

My  King  A Country  my  Lord  have  every  Eight  to  my  best 
! Services  <fc  shall  have  them  to  the  utmost  of  my  Power  w 

Abilities  and  I thought  myself  happy  in  being  here  at  the 
‘ time  of  the  Siege,  For  I Clearly  Saw  that  il  this  Provincr  j 

then  fell,  America  was  Lost  and  this  I declared  on  everv 
occasion  A urged  the  Necessity  of  every  Exertion  Possible  to 
! « Defend  the  Place.  ^ 

1 d 

\ Your  Lordship  may  confide  that  I shall  endeavour  to  di.s-  ‘ 

charge  the  Tnist  Eeposed  in  me  with  Firmness,  Vigilance  A' 

I integrity. 

i I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 

I My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

most  Oblig’d  & Obed*  Serv‘d 

I Ja.  Wright. 

j The  Eight  Hon’’^*'  Lord  George  Germain  &c.  Ac. 

E 16th  July. 

i 

! 

■I  ■ ■ ■ 

GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  G.  GEK- 
i MAIN.*  , 

’ 20  May  1780. 

No.  20.  Savannah  in  Georgia  the  20th  of  May  1780. 

My  Lord, 

Inclosed  are  Copys  of  the  Letters  and  Eeports  made  to  lU’ 
by  the  Board  of  Police,  and  by  tlie  (iuiimissioiiers  (^f  Claiin". 
from  wliicli  Your  Lordslii])  will  S('<‘  how  the  atiairs  ot’  il**  t 
Deserted  Estate's  ami  Eefugee  Nogrot's  have  been  iManag'  >1  j 
and  Conduett'd  from  time  to  tiiiu*,  and  to  which  1 must  b«  g 
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leave  to  refer  Your  Lordship,  as  an  Answer  to  Part  of  Your 
Lordships  letter  No.  3 — there  are  Many  Negroes  Still  Strag- 
gling about  the  Country  Some  of  which  I Presume  may  be 
Apprehended  and  the  Lands  and  Plantations  and  Houses  in 
Town,  will  be  taken  care  of  & Secured,  the  Latter  Still 
remain  in  the  Pbslfession  of  the  Army,  and  many  of  them 
being  much  Shattered  during  the  Siege  and  Attached  for 
Debts  Due,  I dont  Imagine  the  Net  Produce  mtII  aruount  to 
any  thing  Considerable. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord,  Your  Lordships 

most  obhged  & Obed*  Serv^ 

Ja.  Wright. 

[Indorsed] 

B 16th  July. 

(4  Inclosures.) 

The  Eight  Honourable  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
for  America  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 


REPOET  OF  THE  BOAED  OF  POLICE  TO  GOY. 

WEIGHT.* 

[In  Sir  Jas.  Wright’s  (No.  20)  of  20  May  1780. J 
Sir, 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Claims  liaHng  signified 
to  us,  that  Your  Excellency  had  Given  them  Orders  to  lay 
before  you  a State  of  their  Proceedings  respecting  the  Estates 
'>f  Absentees  A that  it  woukl  be  necessary  that  we  should 
also  furnish  you  with  a State  of  the  transactions  of  tire  lioard 
of  Police  relative  to  those  Estates,  that  came  under  their 
•'liaige,  we  now  take  the  libt'ity  to  inform  Your  Excellency  of. 
tli(.*  steps  taken  by  that  Board  to  carry  into  execution  the 
ouportant  trust  committed  to  them. 
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On  the  13tli  of  January:  1779  & soon  after  the  reduction  of 
this  Place  by  the  Army  under  Lieut.  Colonel  ArclT^  Campbell. 
He  thought  proper  to  appoint  a Board  of  Pohee  under  tin- 
direction  of  Lewis  Johnston  as  Superintendant  A JaiiicN 
Mossman  A William  Telfair  as  Assistants.  Amongst  many 
other  Instmctions,  well  calculated  for  conducting  the  busino.^ 
of  that  Board,  One  (A  the  most  important)  was  to  take  undt  i- 
their  care  A management  the  Plantations  A other  Effects  of 
aU  Absentees,  whether  Loyal  Subjects  or  Bebells,  who  had 
not  lawful!  Attorneys  in  the  Proyhice  which  was  at  that  tinn- 
an  object  of  great  importance  fi-om  the  number  of  yaluablc 
Plantations  under  that  Predicament  A from  the  Great  Value 
of  Negroes,  Crops  A Stocks  upon  many  of  them,  which  in 
times  of  such  confusion  A hcentiousness,  were  in  Great 
danger  of  being  Plunder’d  A destroy^ed — In  consequence  of 
tliis  Instruction,  the  Board  immediately  published  an  Ordta* 
for  all  Persons  haying  under  their  care  the  Plantations  (jf 
Absentees,  or  that  were  in  Possession  of  any  of  them  Effects, 
forthwith  to  a make  a Beturn  of  the  same  upon  oath.  Tin* 
Board  then  proceeded  to  appoint  Overseers  for  those  Planta- 
tions who  were  dmected  to  em|)loy  the  Negroes  belonging  to 
them  in  planting  proGsions,  to  take  care  of  the  Stock  A Crop 
on  them  A not  to  permit  any  thing  under  theii*  charge  to  lu* 
remoyed  or  taken  away,  without  an  Order  from  the  Board, 
Except  such  Stock  A'  Proyisioiis  as  might  be  wanted  for  the 
Ai’iny  m that  case  to  })reyent  delay,  they  were  directed,  that 
upon  application  being  made  to  them  by  any  Person  having 
authority  from  the  General  or  Commander  in  Chief,  to  deliver 
immediately  what  was  wanted  A to  take  a receipt  for  the 
same — This  Precaution  was  intended,  not  only  as  a Check  on 
such  People  as  might  be  employed  to  collect  Provisions  for 
the  Army  but  also  to  ascertain  the  value  of  y hat  should  be 
sup})lied  from  the  Estates  of  loyal  subjects,  as  the  Board 
conceived  they  had  a riglit  to  ex])ect  payment  especially  a^ 
many  of  the  owjiers  of  such  Plantations  had  been  Banished 
from  this  Coiintjy  by  the  late  Uelud  Kulers  A all  of  thcan 
had  Ixa'ii  sufft'ri'is  on  account  of  tlndr  lioyaltw 

Lieut.  Coloiit'l  Caiii[)bt‘ll  also  ilirt'cttal  the  Board  to  eiiipl e 
some  men  of  C’liaracter  A Aldlities  to  visit  the  Plantations  ol 
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Absentees  that  were  in  HebeUion  in  Order  Carefully  to 
examine  into  the  state  of  improvement  they  were  in,  the 
( quantity  of  Land  they  contained  the  number  of  Xegroes  & 
the  Stock  Eice  and  other  Provisions  upon  them  & to  return 
an  exact  account  of  the  same  to  the  Board.  Such  Gentle- 
men were  accordingly  <fe  the  report  they  made  (as  far  as  they 
proceeded  in  this  business)  is  now  before  Your  Excellency. 

Such  were  the  Steps  taken  by  the  Board  of  Police  to  caiTy 
their  Instnictions  into  execution  relative  to  this  business  & 
which  if  the  directions  they  gave  had  been  complied  with,  or 
had  they  been  suppoided  in  inforcing  them,  they  presume  to 
say  that  one  of  the  Principal  Views  in  instituting  that  Board 
would  have  been  answered  & thereby  Property  to  a very  con- 
siderable amount  preserved  which  was  soon  irrecovera.bly 
lost.  It  is  proper  to  observe  that  as  the  Board  of  Police  was 
appointed  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Military  De- 
partment (there  being  no  Civil  Government)  & consequently 
derived  all  their  powers  from  him,  it  was  not  Practicable  for 
them  to  execute  the  Trust  committed  to  them,  further  than 
they  met  with  his  concurrence  & support.  Whilst  Lieut. 
Colonel  Campbell  had  the  Chief  Command  (which  was  for  a 
very  short  time)  they  had  everi"  assistance  they  could  expect, 
]>ut  when  he  was  superceded,  in  place  of  meeting  with  that 
countenance  & support  without  which  they  could  not  carry 
on  the  business  of  the  Office  effectually,  they  experienced 
nothing  but  discouragement  V neglect. 

^'oon  after  General  Prevost’s  arrival  one  Benjamin  Springer 
a man  of  a very  indifferent  Character  was  employed  to  Collect 
Pro  visions  for  the  Army.  The  Board  soon  had  many  Com- 
l)laints  lodg’d  with  them  against  this  man,  by  the  Overseers 
they  had  employed  to  take  care  of  the  Plantations  under 
their  direction,  as  well  as  by  many  of  the  Inhabitants.  As 
the  Board  did  not  then  know,  under  what  authority  he  acted, 
they  summoned  him  before  them,  when  he  attended,  he 
"liowt'd  v(M'v  aniph'  ]'»owers  frt)m  the  General,  to  collect  Pro- 
wsiujis  for  the  use  of  the  Army.  He  was  told  that  the  Board 
not  mean  in  the  least  to  Obstruct  him  in  this  business, 
hut  as  it  was  necessary  in  order  to  ascertain  th(‘  pro]u'ity  lie 
might  take  into  his  Possession,  that  Eeceipts  should  bt*  given 
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for  it,  they  therefore  expected  <fc  required  him  to  give  s\u  h 
receipts  for  the  Stock  or  Provisions  he  had  from  any  Planta- 
tion under  their  charge  & that  as  to  the  Cattle  collected  iji 
the  Woods,  the  marks  dc  brands  were  to  be  taken  returiu d 
to  them  that  the  O^vners  might  be  asceidained.  Tliest* 
directions  of  the  Board  Springer  promised  punctually 
comply  with,  Notwithstanding  this,  many  complaints  w(a» 
made  against  this  man  & the  People  employed  under  him  nf 
their  Plundering  the  Plantations  of  Stock,  Provisions  ct  maii\ 
Articles  of  Household  Furnitm-e  Sc  of  their  refusing  to  gi\  <- 
receipts  for  what  they  carried  away — Those  Complaints  iiio>r 
of  them  were  upon  oath,  were  from  time  to  time  laid  befun* 
the  General,  but  so  far  were  the  unhappy  sufferers  by  th()><- 
depredations  fi  om  receiving  redress,  that  in  place  of  pmn.T 
steps  being  taken  for  putting  a stop  to  them,  that  either  im 
notice  were  taken  of  them,  or  if  any  answer  was  vouchsafed, 
the  Complaints  were  stiled  Malicious  Persecutions  of  a ver\ 
usefull  man  and  tending  to  obstmet  his  Majesties  Service. 

Besides  the  Depredations  committed  by  Spiinger  Sc  his 
Accomplices,  a number  of  loose  cbsordeiiy  People  were  em- 
ployed by  the  Commissary  to  limit  up  Cattle  for  which  tlivv 
were  allowed  five  shillings  per  head.  In  consequence  <‘i 
wliich  they  drove  off*  imbscriniinately  all  the  Cattle  that  cairn- 
in  theii*  way,  without  regarding  marks  or  brands  or  wlietla  r 
they  were  the  pro}>erty  of  Bebells  or  Loyal  Subjects,  b\ 
which  means  iiiahy  of  the  Inhaliitants  were  illegally  deprived 
of  their  Pro}>erty  A the  Stock  of  Cattle  at  that  time  vei;\ 
numerous,  almost  totally  destroyed. 

Grievous  as  those  proceedings  were,  had  every  thing  col- 
lected in  this  irregidar  manner  been  really  appropriated  t" 
, the  use  of  the  Army,  it  would  have  been  less  blameable,  Ihi*^ 
as  it  is  certain  that  many  of  the  Articles  taken  by  tho><* 
People  vould  not  come  under  the  head  of  Provisions  for  jh' 
Ai’my  A that  Great  ipiantities  of  Stock  and  Provisions  won- 
carried  into  Fast  Florida,  so  tlu're  is  no  doubt  it  was  done 
those  men  A converti'd  to  their  own  private  use  A'  bem  IH- 
The  Plunder  A'  Bestnietion  of  Property  by  tliost*  shameiull 
Proci'eilings  was  very  great  nor  was  it  contiiied  to  stoek  a 
provisions  as  a consiilerable  number  of  Negroes  wi'ie  tioia 
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time  to  time  clandevstinely  sliipp’d  or  carried  otf.  For  the 
reasons  before  given  it  was  out  of  the  power  of  the  Board  to 
put  a stop  to  those  cmel  and  oppressive  practices,  had  they 
]>een  properly  supported  it  is  beyond  a doubt  that  Property 
to  a very  large  Amount  would  have  been  preserved  which  is 
now  totally  lost. 

Things  were  in  this  State  when  the  Board  of  Police  was 
dissolved  on  the  Establishment  of  Civil  Government  the  4th 
March  1779.  We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  much  respect 
Your  Excellencies  most  obed*^  & Hum^^®  Serv^^ 

Levts  Johnston, 
Signed  James  Mossman, 

Wm.  Telfair. 

Betums  made  to  the  Board  of  Police  soon  after  its  Estab- 
lishment, of  the  Negi'oes,  Stock  & Provisions  on  the  Estates 
under  the  care  of  that  Board.  N B.  This  is  not  included  in 
the  Keport  made  by  the  Gentlemen  who  were  employed  to 
examine  into  the  State  of  the  Plantations  to  the  South  of 
Great  Ogechee 
925  Negroes 

1337  Head  of  Stock  of  all 

kinds  upon  the  Plantations 
1178  Ban-els  of  Clean  Eice 
14489  Bushells  rough  Eice 
5730  Bushells  Corn  A Potatoes 
105  Stacks  Eice  in  straw. 

His  Excellency 
Sir  James  Wright  Bart. 
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REPOET  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  CLAi:\lS/ 
[In  Sir  Jas.  MTiglit’s  (No.  20)  of  20tli  May  1780.] 

Commissioners  of  Claims  Office 
Savannah  24  April  1780. 
Sir, 

In  Obedience  to  Your  Excellency’s  Commands  requiring  u- 
as  Commissioners  of  Claims  to  report  to  you  the  statt*  (.i 
such  Property  whether  real  or  Personal  in  this  Pro  vino*, 
which  belonged  to  refugees  or  Absentees  from  Georgia  a 
which  was  intended  to  have  been  put  under  our  dfrections  A 
management,  Y7e  begg- leave  to  represent  as  follows — 

That  so  early  as  the  15  March  last  year  being  soon  al't<  r 
w*e  had  received  our  Powers  and  Instructions,  M e Embrai  * I 
the  opportunity  of  meeting  together  in  order  to  regulate  om 
Board  & Proceed  on  the  business  of  Our  Office.  That 
had  just  formed  some  resolutions  towards  carrying  on  tie 
business  with  Effect  when  Complaints  were  lodged  with  u-. 
of  a Person  of  bad  fame  of  the  Name  of  Springer,  who  had 
committed  very  gveat  waste  A destruction  on  many  11 
settled  Estates  A Plantations  in  this  Country  A in  Particular 
that  this  Man  with  his  Associates  had  Pillaged,  PlunderM 
Carried  off  a Considerable  Property  in  Rice,  Cattle  A oth«  r 
moveable  Effects  all  under  the  Cloak  and  Pretext  of  furni-l;- 
ing  supplies  for  the  Army,  but  which  there  was  every  reas.-a 
to  believe  a very  considerable  part  had  been  made  away 
A appropriated  in  another  and  to  uses  of  which  the  Ai  uin 
had  had  no  advantage  whatever.  That  having  caia'inll; 
examined  into  these  complaints  A finding  they  were  but  !«•<• 
well  founded  A that  besides  the  Rice,  Cattle  Ac.  as  abcne  >•  '> 
forth  there  had  been  a number  of  Negi’oes,  Plate,  Houseln-i  : 
furniture  A other  valuable  Efiects  all  carried  off  in  like  lua:. 
ner  under  the  (h^sci'iption  of  Rebt'll  ]U'op(U‘ty,  AVe  Conet  io 
it  to  be  our  indispensable  duty  to  prevent  such  abuses  for  li-- 
future.  That  in  order  to  remedy  these  unwarrantable  I'J'  * 
ceedings  as  much  as  we  were  able,  in  the  then  weak  state  i ' 
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the  Civil  Government,  AYe  desired  Springer’s  attendance  at 
our  Board  and  having  read  to  him  the  Complaints  A'  Deposi- 
tions that  had  been  lodged  against  him,  AA"e  represented  the 
danger  he  had  already  brought  himself  into  Itt  his  Past 
transactions,  but  as  he  produced  to  us  an  authority  in  vTiting 
from  the  Acting  Quarter  Master  General,  we  thought  it  best 
to  avoid  any  altercations  and  prevent  disputes  with  the  Army 
to  caution  him  S})ringer  as  well  as  others  of  whom  -we  had 
like  Complaints  to  be  exceedingly  circumspect  A carefull  in 
future,  for  that  matters  were  now  put  on  a more  regular 
footing  than  they  had  been.  That  all  the  deserted  Property 
of  the  Prov  ince,  Negroes,  Cattle,  Stock  of  all  kinds  A whether 
belonging  to  Persons  in  Rel)ellion  against  the  King  or  to  His 
Majesties  Loyal  Subjects  absent  from  the  Proviiice  were  put 
under  our  charge  and  direction  and  that  We  were  detennined 
to  punish  Delinquents  A Prevent  in  future  that  wanton  waste 
A’  destruction  which  had  but  too  generally  Prevailed. 

That  altho  we  had  been  at  the  utmost  pains  to  avoid  A' 
]>revent  the  most  distant  appearance  of  a misunderstanding 
ht^tween  the  Civil  and  Military  Line,  Y"et  the  Precautions  that 
we  recommended  to  the  above  named  Springei'  were  cbsre- 
garded  by  him  and  the  matter  taken  up  in  our  Opinion,  in  a 
most  improper  and  injudicious  manner  by  Lieut.  Colonel 
Prevost,  who  had  before  acted  as  Quarter  Master  General  of 
the  Army  and  at  this  time  had  the  appointment  of  Lieut. 
Governor  of  the  Province,  for  instead  of  checking  this  man 
from  acting  in  the  unruly  A unwarrantable  manner  he  had 
done  and  which  we  apprehend  would  most  effectually  have 
l>ut  a stop  to  an  evil  so  justly  A so  generally  complained  of, 
la*  openly  A warmly  Espoused  his  Cause  A that  in  detiance 
of  ti  e Civil  Government  newly  established  A the  authority 
vcstev"*  in  us  for  executing  the  Office  A'  Trust  of  Commis- 
''ioners  of  Claims.  That  several  attempts  were  very  early 
made  to  discountenance  A even  to  su])ersede  this  A]>])oint- 
iia-nt,  AVe  were  thn*ateued  with  the  deuuiiciatiou  of  Alartial 
haw  if  we  ])ersisted  in  the  t‘Xt‘cutioii  of  our  duty,  which  We 
told  would  Obstruct  A'  Counter  Act  the  Op])eratious  of 
d.c  Army,  this  was  dom*  by  the  rdt*ut.  Gov«'rnor  himself  sig- 
mlied  by  a l^etter  said  to  be  from  the  Gem*ral  and  which  was 
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read  to  us  by  the  Lieut.  Governor  in  a very  unusual  maniu'r. 
Allarmed  at  this  menace  We  desired  to  know  in  wliat  nianih-r 
we  were  to  act  for  if  Jealousy  bad  taken  place  before  we  luul 
even  began  upon  any  effectual  business,  We  apprehended  it 
would  not  be  in  our  power  to  do  justice  to  the  appointiiieiit. 
to  this  we  were  answered  that  with  respect  to  the  Property  tn 
the  King’s  Loyal  Subjects,  Absentees  from  the  Provinct*. 
there  would  be  no  intermption  to  our  Acting,  but  as  to  Eebi'll 
Property  it  was  thought  it  could  not  be  better  taken  care  of 
than  by  the  Ai'iny  who  had  the  best  right  to  it,  That  it  was 
in  vain  for  us  to  represent  as  we  did  from  time  to  time,  tie* 
Great  Injury  to  Individuals  as  weU  as  the  immense  waste 
and  Destniction  brought  upon  the  Province  at  large  while 
such  men  as  Springer,  McGirtli,  ai)d  a Great  number  of  tkat 
stamp  were  sutfered  and  we  fear  encouraged  to  enter  Houm  - 
and  Plantations  at  their  discretion,  to  live  at  free  quarter 
wherever  they  pleased  and  cany  off  XegToes,  Cattle,  Horses 
and  Property  of  all  kinds  under  the  Idea  that  all  was  fret* 
Plunder.  In  a word  instead  of  being  able  to  lay  before 
Your  Excellency  an  account  of  Properiy  recovered  from  tlu* 
Estates  that  were  intended  to  have  been  put  under  our  care 
& management  or  saved  from  the  General  A Universal  Wast»* 
ever}'  where  committed.  We  shall  not  when  our  accounts  are 
made  uj:)  be  able  to  defr*ay  the  Common  Expences  of  tlic 
Persons  necessarily  employed  as  Overseers  A:  others  acting 
in  different  Parts  of  the  Province. 

Signed  Martin  Jollie, 

E.  Kelsall. 

His  Excellency 

Sir  James  AVright  Bart. 
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KEPOET  OF  THE  COMMISSIONEBS  OF  CLAIMS.* 
[In  Sir  James  Wright’s  (No.  20)  of  20tli  May  1780.] 


Commissioners  of  Claims  Office 
Savannah  29th  April  1780. 
Sir, 

When  Tve  received  Yonr  Excellency s orders  to  lay  before 
you  the  proceedings  of  our  Board,  we  should  have  immedi- 
ately paid  obedience  thereto,  but  as  by  much  the  gi*eatest 
part  of  the  property,  the  care  of  which  was  the  object  of  our 
(’ommission,  had  been  made  away  with,  wasted  and  destroyed 
before  we  had  entered  into  Office,  we  Judged  it  necessary 
previous  to  laying  our  Transactions  before  Y^our  Excellency, 
that  the  Board  of  Police  and  former  Board  of  Claims  should 
state  to  you  what  they  had  respectively  done  for  securing  the 
property  of  Eebells  and  others  absent  from  the  Province,  so 
that  Your  Excellency  might  have  at  one  riew,  the  proceecbngs 
of  the  three  Boards  and  fr’om  thence  be  better  able  to  judge 
of  the  Causes  that  have  in  a great  measure  rendered  aU 
attempts  to  save  that  property  abortive.  By  the  first  Com- 
mission we  had  the  Honor  to  receive  fr’om  Your  Excellency, 
we  were  impowred  to  take  under  our  care  and  management 
all  EebeU  Property  in  the  Province,  as  well  as  that  of  other 
A])sentees  not  having  lawful!  Attorneys  here,  and  we  were 
directed  to  Bent  the  Houses,  Plantations  and  Negi'oes  coming 
under  the  above  description.  Tlie  first  step  we  took  after 
entering  upon  the  business  of  the  Office,  was  to  notify  to  the 
Publick,  by  an  advertizement  in  the  Gazette,  our  Appoint- 
ment and  the  several  matters  that  came  under  our  Charge 
and  Management,  requiring  all  persons  haveing  in  their 
possession  or  under  their  care  any  of  the  Properiy  above 
dt‘scri])ed  to  make  a return  of  the  sanje  to  our  Board:  we 
allso  appointed  men  of  cliaracter  to  inspect  the  state  and 


‘•oTidition  of  the  Plantations  to  the  Soutliward  of  Great 
< >geta*liee  Eiver  and  to  emleav(nu‘  by  every  nu'ans  in  their 
power  to  secure  the  Property  that  remained  in  that  part  of 
the  Province  from  being  totally  plundered  and  destroyed. 


* P.  K.  O.  Aiu.  iL  W.  lull.  vi>l.  JJ7. 
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Your  Excellency  having  agreed  with  us  in  opinion  that  u.. 
effectual  method  could  he  taken  for  retaining  the  Ni*gn>,  ^ 
that  might  he  collected  which  come  under  our  manag(‘int  nt 
and  who  were  dis])ersed  all  over  the  Country,  untill  a AVork- 
house  could  he  huilt  for  securing  them  in  till  they  conli]  1 . 
otherwise  disposed  of,  we  accordingly  engaged  a person  an- 1 
agreed  with  him  to  hiiild  a proper  House  for  the  purjMt^.. 
The  Season  of  the  year  l)eing  too  far  advanced  we  foniul  it 
impracticahle  to  rent  out  the  Vacant  Plantations  for  that  year 
for  the  purpose  of  planting  hut  as  many  of  His  Majestvks 
Loyal  Subjects  and  Eefugees  from  other  Provinces  w<  r* 
possessed  with  Negroes  they  wished  to  employ,  we  gi’ant*  d 
Licenses  to  such  persons  to  make  Staves  and  Naval  Stoiv^ 
upon  Lands  that  were  deemed  Pebell  Property  on  conditi"!- 
of  their  paHng  7|  Cent  on  the  value  of  their  commoditirs. 
at  the  markett  price  of  Savannah. 

As  there  were  a gieat  number  of  Houses  in  the  Town  of 
Savannah  that  were  deemed  Pebell  property,  the  renting  out 
of  these  Houses  would  have  constituted  a fund  of  considera- 
ble value.  AVe  therefore  proceeded  to  take  an  Account  of 
them  in  order  to  rent  out  such  as  was  not  in  the  immediat* 
possession  of  the  Officers  of  the  Army  Commissaries  aial 
others,  for  altln^ugh  from  the  tenour  of  our  first  Commissiou 
it  appeared  t(j  he  Your  Excellencys  intention  that  all  tlx- 
Houses  in  Savannah  that  were  Pebell  property  should  i" 
rented  out  by  us,  and  the  moneys  ariseing  from  them  to  b.- 
apj)ropriated  for  the  Pubhck  use  of  the  Province  untill  Hi- 
Majesty’s  pleasure  could  be  known  yet  such  has  been  tlx- 
Spirit  of  Jealousy,  amongst  some  of  the  Alilitary  against  tlx 
ci\il  establishment  and  such  has  been  the  Pepacity  f"i 
Plunder  that  we  plainly  foresaw,  few  or  none  of  the  man' 
Houses  in  Savannah  could  be  rented  out  by  us,  without 
comeing  to  an  oj)eii  Pupture  with  the  Army  an  Event  Mo- 
have ever  most  studiously  endeavoured  to  avoid— Sonx 
doubts  liavring  aro^f'  soon  afti'r  our  appointimuit,  res]H'ctiu:' 
the  exttuit  of  our  ])o\vers  A'  tlie  moile  of  carrying  them  iut" 
execution  we  stated  tliem  in  (}uerit*s  to  Your  Exci‘Ile!x’\ 
which  you  wtue  ]>leased  to  rt‘fer  to  the  Attorney  Geneial  a 
Copy  of  tlicse  C^muies  togtdher  witli  his  Answers  to  theiu. 


^U$  iMlS  ffOj 

p"  £«4Si«§|MUMflnm  fi&iiJt 


..»,  ^'*l|  f>Il«)^»«Hlod , 

f-U)»<  m Iimq  « wiiwWlo” 

l'-7.  ,g'  atnESii 


,m-, 


i:.i.  '»-..r  -m^  :^-  *- 


^{jSflr%v^-ol 

Vi  'Bp.iji  ■ ;l^oH 


w 


i 


® f>A‘ 


f.  ■■  -, , , ;-w»5- vt;;"  '^m.  jr.„  , & ' ‘Vj^‘ „ ,.  , v - ^ 


Wh 


•ta.  S ' 


ri?. 


Sii>i 


$ .'-■jivjSAtj'. 


■;iff‘^«rljfTV‘H|f|^  t^rt"  ^ 

*.,u,'f  :':■  .;V.,  . J 


.1^  :;.,y 


"o1^>iW^axA^"Mi  d ^yc-rO  ..- ' J 


Letters  from  sir  James  wrighT. 


299 


we  now  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Excellency,  as  it  appears 
clearly  from  liis  opinion  that  without  a legislative  sanction 
such  difficulties  may  and  must  occurr,  as  will  reduce  our 
Powers  &:  authority  to  a mere  shadow  and  render  fimitless 
every  good  purpose  of  the  appointment : As  this  opinion  was 
soon  verefyed  by  Facts,  we  think  ourselves  sufficiently  war- 
rented  in  stating  this  want  of  proper  authority  as  one  of  the 
principal  causes  of  our  haveing  failed  in  Carrying  the  benifi- 
cial  pui'poses  of  our  Commission  into  execution  to  the  extent 
that  was  intended  and  expected  from  it. 

Such  was  the  steps  taken  by  us  on  our  entering  into  Office 
and  which  we  flattered  ourselves  would  have  answered  the 
ends  of  our  Appointment  Rs  far  as  our  limited  & defective 
powers  would  admitt ; but  unhappily  for  this  Country,  the 
anival  of  the  french  and  rebell  forces,  the  Siege  of  Savannah 
and  the  Enemy  being  so  long  in  possession  of  every  thing 
without  our  Lines,  amongst  many  other  niinous  consequences 
very  materially  aflected  that  property  which  was  the  object 
of  our  Commission  a great  part  of  it  haveing  been  carried  oft*, 
at  that  time,  by  the  Enemy  and  since  by  the  dayly  incursions 
of  plundering  parties  of  the  Eebells  whose  liage  & Mallice  is 
become  so  gi*eat  as  to  commit  the  most  wicked  and  wanton 
depredations,  almost  within  sight  of  the  Lines.  When  to 
this  melancholy  detail  we  add  the  very  gi-eat  number  of 
Attachments  that  have  been  laid  upon  the  Estates  of  persons 
now’  in  Eebellion — the  rebell  Houses  in  Savannah  being 
entirely  given  up  to  the  use  of  the  Army : and  the  gi*eatest 
part  of  the  Negi*oes  that  fled  or  were  brought  into  this 
Province,  as  well  as  many  of  those  belonging  to  persons 
formerly  of  this  Countiy,  but  now’  in  Kebellioii  being 
employed  A embodied  as  Pioneers  of  the  xAj’iny  and  in  the 
publick  Works,  besides  a very  considerable  number  taken 
))()ssession  of,  by  tlie  Commissaries,  Quarter  blaster  General, 
their  Deputies  and  other  ^lilitary  Depai-tments  as  also  many 
Officers  and  even  Solditus  of  the  Army:  we  say  when  all 
these  matters  are  considered,  it  must  evidently  a])pear  that 
w e have  nothing  now’  remaining  under  our  charge  or  manage- 
ment except  the  Lands  and  the  very  few'  improvements  on 
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them  that  has  escaped  the  general  waste  and  devastation 


has  overspread  this  whole  Country. 

Lewis  Johnston, 

(Signed) 

Martin  Jollie, 
E.  Kelsall. 

His  Excellency 

Sir  James  Wright  Bart. 

ADDEESS  OF  THE  JUDGES  & INHABITANTS  ()}' 

GEOEGIA.-'^ 

[In  Sir  James  Wright’s  (No.  20)  of  20  May  1780.] 

Seal  of  1 To  the  King’s  Most  Excellent  Majesty  Tii 
Courts  of  Georgia.)  Hiinible  Address  of  the  Judges  (4  rand. 

Jmy,  and  several  other  Inhabitants  of 
the  Pro\ince  of  Georgia. 

May  it  please  Your  Majesty, 

We  Your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjects,  tla 
Judges,  Grand  Jury  and  several  other  inhabitants  of  this  your 
ProGnce  of  Georgia  met  at  Your  Majesty’s  Court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  and  General  Goal  Delivery  holden  for  this  Proviin  - 
embrace  this  Opportunity  to  testify  our  attachment  to  Your 
Majesty’s  Person  and  Goveniment,  and  to  return  you  our 
gi-atefid  Thanks  for  sending  a Body  of  Y’our  Forces  here,  wliii  ! 
relieved  this  Colony  fi’om  such  a Scene  of  T\u*aniiy,  Fraud 
and  Cruelty;  as  would  have  disgi’aced  any  Asiatic  Country. 

We  also  beg  leave  to  make  our  most  dutiful  Acknowhali:-  - 
ments  to  Y'our  Majesty  for  declanng  this  Province  to  he  at 
Y’our  Peace  and  for  Ke-e.stablishing  a Civil  Government  In’r- 
by  which  Cleans  we  enjoy  the  BK'ssiiigs  of  I^aw  and  Liheiiy 
whilst  the  Coloni(‘s  in  Eeladlion  against  Your  Majt'sty  groan 
under  Tyranny  and  O})[)rossion. 
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We  ciiimot  2^ass  over  in  silence  tlie  Deliverance  afforded 
this  Pro^dnce  by  the  inteiposition  of  Almighty  God,  when  it 
was  invaded  by  a Force  of  French  and  Kebels  much  superior 
to  that  which  the  Gamson  consisted  of,  We  attribute  this 
Deliverance  under  God,  to  the  bravery  of  the  Troops  and 
Seamen  in  Your  Majesty’s  Seiwice,  and  of  the  Militia,  the 
Sailors  in  the  Merchants  Service  and  others  who  vohuitarily 
went  into  the  Lines  and  manifested  by  their  conduct  how  well 
Men  wiU  fight,  when  engaged  in  a good  cause. 

We  forbear  to  enumerate  to  a Prince  of  Your  Majesty’s 
Humanity,  the  many  Instances  of  Oppression  that  were 
exercised  by  the  French  and  Pebels  towards  such  of  Your 
Majesty’s  Subjects  that  fell  into  their  Hands,  as  they  knew  to 
i)e  well  affected  to  Your  Government,  many  of  whom  were- 
stri2)ped  of  their  Cloathing  and  Sustenance,  nay  even  of  the 
Beds  they  lay  on,  and  are  now  pining  under  Distress  and 
Poverty,  nor  shall  we  repeat  the  Bloody  Menaces  that  were 
uttered  by  the  Enemy,  as  well  French  as  Eebels,  when  they 
thought  themselves  sure  of  taking  the  Towm  of  Savannah, 
least  it  should  excite  a spirit  of  Resentment  in  our  Fellow 
Subjects,  contrary  to  the  Dictates  of  that  Blessed  Rehgion 
which  we  profess. 

AVe  beg  Leave  to  assure  Your  Majesty  that  we  shall 
always  use  our  utmost  Endeavours  to  promote  an  Attachment 
to  Your  Person  and  Government  and  the  Welfare  of  the 
Britisli  Empire : And  we  shall  not  fail  to  put  up  our  Prayers 
to  Almighty  God  that  He  wifi,  pour  down  His  Blessings  upon 
Yoiu-  Majesty,  Yoiu*  Royal  Consort  and  Your  numerous 
Offspring  that  He  will  give  You  a long  and  happy  Reign  and 
that  Your  Posterity  may  sway  the  Sceptre  of  the  British 
Empii’e  till  Tune  is  no  more. 

Anthony  Stokes,  Martin  Jollie, 

Chief  Justice  ; Assistant  Judge ; 

James  Robertson,  John  Simpson, 

Attorney  General;  Prothonotary  and  Clerk 


of  the  Clown; 


doMN  MrilKAY, 

Foreman  of  tlu*  Jury  ; 


Alfa’*  AVvij.y, 
R.  W.  XVWFI.L, 


302 


LETTERS  FROM  SIR  JA:MES  WRIGHT. 


Pat*^  Crookshanks, 

Thomas  Tallemache, 

John  Henderson, 

Alex*^  McGown, 

John  Milner, 

Ja.  Buchanan, 

John  Oates, 

Dennis  Myhon’t, 

SiNCKviR  Walters, 

D.  ZuBLY,  Junior, 

Jas.  Herriot, 

Isaac  Baillon, 

Smith  Clarendon, 

"Wm.  Watt, 

Wm.  Jones, 

Attorney  at  Law ; 

Wm.  Stewart, 

Attorney  at  Law ; 

Th.  Gibbons, 

Attorney  at  Law; 

Sam^  Farley, 

Attorney  at  Law ; 

DaV"  Montaigut, 

J.  P.; 

Henry  Shoolbred, 

Joseph  Farley, 

Provost  Marshal ; 

PlNKETHM.\N  HaWKINS, 

Acting  Provost  Marshal 

George  Cuthbert, 

Prothonotary’s  Clerk ; 

Nath^  Polhili., 

Justice  of  Peace  for  St. 
Mattliew’s  Parish  ; 
Chargees  McDonald, 

Justice  of  Pt'ace  for  St. 
Amliew's  I^irisli ; 
M.vrniEw  Lvi.e, 


Owen  Owens, 

John  Daniel  Hammerer, 
William  Duguid, 

James  Ste\^ns, 

James  Butler, 

Grand  Jurors; 

Frederick  Fahm, 

John  Better, 

Her]vl\n  Herson, 

Nicholas  Hanner, 

John  Heisler, 

Jacob  Theiss, 

Philip  Snider, 

Petty  Jurors ; 

James  Humphreys, 

Sexton ; 

Jas.  Dowie, 

Peter  Blythe, 

Planter ; 

Bod.  McIntosh, 

Da\md  McCredee, 

John  McIver, 

Charles  Shaw, 

Bobt.  Porteous,  ' 

John  Irvine, 

Practitioner  in  Physic 
and  Surgery ; 

Peter  Dean, 

Geo.  Jollie, 

Bazil  Cowper, 

Christopher  Frederic  Treib 

NER, 

Minister  of  the  Taitlnn-.-n' 
Congregation  at  Ebeiu- 
zer ; 

(Jeo.  D’erbage, 

Deputy  SeciA'tary  of  the 
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Major  Militia  Parish  St.  Province ; 

George ; E.  Kels.vll, 

1.  T.  ZuBLY,  D.  D.,  Eichard  Da\ts, 

and  Minister  of  a Con-  Clerk  to  the  Judges  and 

gi’egation  of  Enghsh  & Cryer. 

German  Protestants  at 
Savannah ; 

A tme  Copy 

Attest^ 

Geo.  D’erbage, 
Depy  Sec^- 


GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  G.  GEE 

MAIN.* 

20  May  1780. 

No.  21.  Savannah  in  Georgly  the  20th  of  May  1780. 

My  Lord, 

I have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  Your  Lordship  that 
Notwithstanding  the  wretched  State  the  Province  is  Just  now 
in,  and  Partys  of  Eebels  Coming  from  Carolina  and  Plunder- 
ing, and  Carrying  off  the  Inhalhtants  within  5 or  6 Miles  of 
the  Town,  Yet  we  managed  so  as  to  get  all  the  Writs  of 
Election  Executed  in  every  Parish  and  District  Except  in  St. 
Paul’s  where  Augusta  is,  and  on  the  9th  instant  we  met  and 
opened  the  Session,  and  now  Inclose  your  Lordship  Copys 
of  what  Pjissed  on  that  Occasion  and  which  I hope  may  be 
Approved  of. 

I think  my  Lord  tht‘re  is  a good  Assembly,  and  I hope  I 
may  be  able  to  Carry  into  Execution  Some  Alatters  which  I 
Ihvsiiiiie  it  is  wislu-d  may  lu‘  doiit'.  Put  my  I.ord  mncli  still 
lh‘[>fmls  on  the  Ih-dm-tion  of  South  Carolina  after  which  all 
Ihopcr  lAertions  w ill  be  used. 

♦ l\  u.  O.  Am.  A W.  Iml.  u>l.  SM. 
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We  are  now  waiting  with  the  utmost  anxiety  to  hear  of 
that  Event.  3 months  and  an  half  Since  the  Troops  i*  t* 
Savana  and  Cdiarles  Town  (for  ought  we  know)  still  in  th. 
Hands  of  the  Eebels. 

But  to  Be})eat  Neglects  and  distresses  (fcc.  Occasion*  »l 
thereby  is  Irksome,  therefore  I shall  only  add  that  Your 
Lordship  may  Bely  on  it,  every  thing  in  my  Power  shall  lx- 
done  for  His  Majesty’s  SeiAuce. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Y^our  Lordships 

I most  obliged  & obed*^  Serv* 

, . Ja.  Wright. 

The  Bight  Hon^^®  Lord  George  Germain 
i His  Maj*^*^  Principal  Secretary  of  State 

For  America  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

B 16th  June. 

i 


GOT.  SIB  JAS.  ^VBIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOBD  G.  GER- 
MAIN.^ 

2,5  May  1780. 

No.  22.  Savannah  in  Georgia  the  25th  of  May  1780. 

My  Lord, 

Y'esterday  Colonel  Clarke  Amved  here  from  Charles  Tcuvn 
to  take  the  Command  of  the  Troops  on  the  Departurt*  *>f 
General  Prevost,  which  is  tixt  for  the  28th  instant  And  I lla^  ^ 
now  the  Honor  to  congratulate  Y’our  Lordship  on  tlie  Sur- 
render of  Charles  Town  to  the  (’oinmander  in  Chief  of  Hi- 
Majestys  For<*('s.  Tln^  Ti'rnis  I will  not  Prt'suine  to  say  aio 
thing  al)out.  I have  had  a very  full  Conversation  'vit- 
Colond  Clark  and  he  seems  disposed  to  do  every  tiling  in  lii> 
Pt)Wer  for  His  ^Majestys  ServicH'  and  the  Ihotection  of  tli.- 
Province. 


■*  r.  H.  O.  Am.  i W.  Iml.  vol.  237. 
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I find  1)V  him  tliat  two  Considerable  Bodys  of  Troops  are 
(lone  11])  the  C^ountry  in  Carohna,  which  I thing  its  very 
brobalile  Avill  bring  the  matter  to  a Point  there,  as  I am 
tirnily  Persuaded  Great  Numbers  are  di.s])osed  to  Pieturn  to 
tlieir  Allegiance  but  they  have  still  doubts,  Fears  and  ap]>re- 
lieiisious,  that  the  army  will  soon  go  to  the  Northward,  and 
without  sutficieiit  Protection  they  may  Fall  a Sacrifice. 

I have  Advised  Colonel  Clark,  and  he  has  determinevl  to 
Send  up  a Body  of  Aleii  to  Augusta,  he  thinks  800  Sulficient, 
but  I much  wish  it  was  twice  the  Numlier,  but  as  the  Trom- 
l)ack  Piegimeiit  of  Hessians  is  ordered  to  Charles  Town,  more 
can’t  be  s])ared.  and  let  me  entreat  Your  Lordshi})  to  Eidbrce 
tile  Establishing  a Corps  of  at  least  150  Horse  for  the  Partic- 
ular Services  and  Protection  of  this  Province,  it  is  the  only 
thhig  that  can  give  us  Peace  and  Security  here,  while  there 
is  any  liemains  of  Ilebellion  and  such  a Coq)s  of  Horse  will 
be  of  more  Service  than  000  Foot.  Last  Sunday  Night  a 
Party  of  itebel  Plundcu'ers  came  within  seven  miles  of  the 
Town  and  Carried  oil  some  Prisoners  and  about  20 'Negroes. 
I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem  . 

My  Lord  Your  Lordshi])s 

most  obliged  A ol>ed*  Serv^ 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Bight  Hoik’^'^  Lord  George  Germain 
His  Princi])al  Secretary  of  State  Ac.  Ac  Ac. 

1 

B IGth  July. 


GOV.  SIB  JAS.  WBIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOBl)  G.  GEB- 

MAIN.^' 

0 Ji’NE  1780. 

28.  Savanah  in  Georgia  tlu*  Otli  of  Juik'  17S0. 

Mv  Jjoiu), 

I have  now  the  Honor  and  wuy  (Jicat  Satisfaction  to 

r.  R.  O.  .\m.  vV  W.  lud.  vul. 
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acqiuiint^  Toiir  Lordship,  that  I have  received  Letters  fi. 
Some  Gentlemen  at  Augusta  Giving  me  an  Account  t};  ‘ 
General  AVilliamson  with  the  Hebei  Forces  had  all  left  tl.  * 
Place  on  the  ‘29tli  Ulh’  and  that  the  Inhabitants  at  and  ab».\, 
Augusta  who  have  Stood  out  and  remained  in  llel)eUion, 
had  Several  Meetings  to  Consult  what  was  most  Proprr  {.  . 
them  to  do,  and  in  what  Planner  to  Apply  to  me,  to  Solirit 
Peace,  or  obtain  Some  kind  of  Pardon  or  Terms — and  tli;it 
after  they  have  Settled  and  agreed  upon  this  amongst  th* n-- 
selves  three  Persons  will  be  deputed  and  sent  to  me  whh 
their  Submission  and  retpiest.  this  my  Lord  I give  h.';i 
Credit  to,  but  as  they  are  not  yet  come,  I can’t  say  in  win:! 
Light  it  may  appear.  However  when  I receive  it,  I sli.T.; 
Endeavour  t^  do  that  which  I think  best  for  His  Majesty  - 
service,  and  the  General  Good  of  the  Province  and  Peo]»l» 
my  xlccounts  also  mention  that  the  Inhabitants  in  the  Lat  k 
Country  in  South  Carolina,  are  Preparing  Petitions  to  Sir 
Henry  Chnton  with  the  Same  YieAvs,  so  that  I am  very  hop*  - 
full  my  Lord  Peace  will  soon  be  Ke-established  in  tlu-i 
Provinces  and  Doubt  not  but  (as  I have  always  said)  tli- 
Reduction  of  them  will  Give  a Mortal  Stab  to  the  Rebellioi:. 
For  an  Account  of  the  Attack  at  Cambden,  I have  Inclox  a 
one  of  our  Gazettes  Avhich  Contains  the  Commander  in  C'lii*  S 
Orders  Notifying  that  affair,  this  Stroke  I think  Avill  ha\<‘  ^ 
Prodigious  Good  Effect,  and  if  once  the  Country  People  Iia\ 
Spirit  Enough  to  Seize  on  their  Late  Leaders  and  deli\'  ' 
them  111),  Rebellion  Avill  soon  take  its  Flight. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  Avith  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord,  A^our  Lordships 

most  obliged  and  obedient  SerA  ant 

Ja.  Weight. 

The  Right  Hon'’*^'  Lord  George  Germain 
His  Maj‘-^  Prhicipal  Secretary  of  State 
for  America  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 


1 IndorsviJ  I 

R 17th  Oct^- 
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GOV.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GER- 
MAIN.- 

17  July  1780. 

No.  24.  Savanah  in  Georgia  17tli  July  1780. 

My  Lord, 

On  the  1st  Instant,  I assented  to  a Bill  Intitled  an  Act  to 
disqualify  A render  incapable  the  several  Persons  therein 
after  named,  from  holding  or  exercising  any  Office  of  Trust, 
Honor  or  Protit  in  the  Province  of  Georgia  for  a certain  time 
A for  other  purposes  therein  mention’d.  This  Bill  my  Lord 
I judged  very  necessary  for  His  Majesty’s  Service  as  some 
kind  of  punishment  to  Delhupients  A check  to  Rel)ellion  and 
indeed  for  the  support  of  Government  A the  peace  A quiet 
of  the  Inhab'itants — For  by  it  They  were  not  only  disal)led 
as  in  the  Title,  l)ut  they  are  disqualilied  from  serving  on  Jurys 
from  setting  as  Members  of  the  Assembly  A are  disarm’d  A 
oblig’d  to  take  the  State  Oaths  A a new  Test,  also  to  tind 
security  for  their  good  behaviour  Ac.  and  I am  hopefull  it 
will  answer  many  good  purposes  A when  such  a strong  dis- 
position ap])ear’d  to  general  pardon,  forgiveness  A oblivion,  I 
thought  it  the  more  necessary  that  something  of  this  kind 
should  l)e  done  A doubt  not  but  His  Majesty  will  be  graci- 
(jusly  })leas’d  to  a})prove  it. 

At  the  time  I assented  to  a Bill  Intitled  an  Act  for  the 
Rehef  of  such  of  His  Majesty’s  Loyal  Subjects  as  are  Iidial)- 
itants  of  the  Province  of  Georgia  or  have  any  Property  or 
intercourse  therein.  It  was  thought  very  necessary  my  Lord 
to  pass  a Law  of  this  kind  for  altho’  all  the  pretended  Laws 
A Proceedings  of  the  Rebels  were  absolutely  null  and  void 
yet  it  will  very  much  (juiet  A satisfy  the  minds  of  the  Peo})le 
to  declare  them  by  Law  to  be  so,  A we  had  an  exceeding  good 
Preccfh'iit  A'  Exanq^le  in  tlie  Statute*  of  the*  1st  Will  A Mary 
Session  2d  Chap,  b aftm-  the*  Rebc'llion  in  Irt'land. 

And  on  the  lOth  Instant  I assented  to  the  following  Bills, 
^ iz : An  Act  for  the  Limitation  of  Actions  A for  avoiding 
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Suits  iit  Law  and  to  repeal  an  Act  heretofore  made  for  tli;o 
pur})ose  A for  otlier  })iir])08es  thereinafter  mentioned. 

An  Act  to  ex})lain,  amend  A reduce  into  one  Act  of  A^sfiu- 
bly  the  several  Laws  now  in  being  relating  to  the  ascertjiiiiiu.: 
the  Quahtications  of  Jurors  A for  establishing  the  Method  <*r 
Balloting  A Summoning  of  Jurors  in  the  Province  of  Gecjigiu. 

An  Act  to  explam  A amend  A make  the  more  elfectual  an 
Act  pass’d  the  9th  day  of  June  1761  Intitled  an  xAct  for  siii)- 
jecting  A making  liable  to  attachment  the  Estate  Keal  A Pei  - 
sonal  of  absent  Debtors  in  the  Custody  A power  of  aiiv 
Person  or  Persons  within  this  Province  A for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned.  These  three  Acts  my  Lord  were  propos'd 
to  me  by  the  Chief  Justice  A on  a conversation  with  him  A 
looking  into  the  former  Laws  I saw  tliat  the  alterabduis  and 
ameiylments  propos’d  would  be  very  usefull  A really  seem’d 
necessary  A they  were  acconlingly  framed  by  the  Attorm-\ 
General  A Lawyers  in  the  House  of  Assembly. 

An  Act  for  the  regulation  of  Auctions — Laying  a duty  on 
Goods,  Wares  A Merchandize  Sold  at  Auction  A for  empow- 
eiing  the  Governor  or  Commander  hi  Chief  for  the  tiinr 
being  to  Licence  the  Auctioneers. 

Selling  Goods  by  Public  Auction  my  Lord  became 
general  that  it  was  found  to  be  attended  with  many  imam- 
venieiices  l)oth  Public  and  Private.  The  Inhabitants  win* 
are  Shopkee])ers  coni})lain’d  that  every  thing  was  sold  at 
Auction,  that  they  got  little  or  no  custom  A could  not  sup- 
port their  Families  that  they  were  liable  to  all  Personal 
Dutys  A Taxes  Ac.  Ac.  whereas  Transient  Pei’sons  A other" 
who  were  not  liable  to  Personal  Public  Service  or  to  pay  an' 
Taxes  Ac.  undersold  them  without  contributing  any  thlm: 
towards  the  su])port  of  Government  Au-.  where ft)re  for  tin 
reasons  set  forth  in  the  Act,  it  was  thought  advisable  A ]>ro- 
per  to  prevent  such  fn'(.[uent  Sales  by  Auction,  by  compellini: 
the  Auctioneers  to  take  out  a License  A by  laying  a tluty  on 
the  Goods  sold. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  such  cd'  His  IMaji-sty's  Loyal  Sid'- 
jects  as  have  any  Ih'al  or  Ptusonal  Proptuly  in  the  Provim  < 
of  Georgia  and  whose  Title  Decals,  Bonds,  Notes,  Grants 
Lands  and  other  Evidences,  Vouchers  A Writings  have  been 
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eitlier  lost,  destroyed  or  earned  off  diiriii"  the  time  herein- 
after menti(med. 

As  many  Loyal  Subjects  have  lost  their  Title  Deeds  or  had 
tliem  destroyed  one  way  or  amhher  during  the  llebellion,  it 
was  thought  yery  necessary  S:  proper  to  giye  them  all  possi- 
ble relief  A assistance  with  respect  to  the  same  A in  this  we 
had  the  Example  of  the  British  Parliament  by  the  Statute  of 
the  20th  of  George  the  2d  after  the  Ptebellion  in  Scotland. 

An  Act  to  explain,  amend  A reduce  into  one  Act  the  seyeral 
Laws  now  in  being  relatiye  to  the  Town  A Common  of  Sa- 
yanah  A for  other  pui’]:)oses  therein  mention’d. 

This  my  Lord  was  look’d  upon  as  a yery  necessary  Law 
for  keeping  clean  A'  in  good  order  the  Town  A Common,  A 
some  defects  haying  been  discoyer’d  in  the  former  Laws,  this 
was  fi‘am’d  fi-om  the  most  material  parts  of  the  former  Laws. 
An  Act  to  continue  the  seyeral  Laws  therein  mentioned.  A 
Continuation  Law  was  aV)solutely  necessary  as  a gi’eat  many 
yery  good  and  usefull  Laws  would  haye  expired  with  the 
Sessions  of  Assembly. 

Upon  the  whole  my  Lord  these  Laws  were  consider’d  as 
usefull  and  necessary  A I haye  order’d  Copies  to  be  made 
out  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  A hope  on  examination 
none  of  them  will  be  found  excej)tionable. 

I haye  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

most  obliged  A obed*  Sery^ 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Bight  Honorable  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretary  of  State  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

[Imlnrsed  | 

11  nth  OcP  1780. 
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GOV.  SIK  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GER- 
MAIN.- 

19  .IrLY  1780. 

No.  25.  Savanah  in  Georgia,  the  19tli  of  July  1780. 

My  Lord, 

111  my  letter  of  the  17th  instant  No.  24  I have  Given  your 
Lordship  an  Account  of  the  Several  Bills  assented  to  hy  im* 
duiing  the  Session  of  Assembly,  there  was  one  or  two  moi**. 
which  I had  in  View,  but  the  Weather  was  Excessively  hot  A 
the  Gentlemen  grew  tired  of  Attending  to  business  A-  I 
thought  it  most  Prudent  to  let  ’em  alone  till  our  next  meet- 
ing. I have  received  Petitions  fi*om  Several  Districts  in  tlie 
Back  Country  to  be  received  A Restored  to  His  Maj^' Peact^ 
A Protection  and  have  now  the  Honour  to  Inclose  your 
Lordship  a Copy  of  one  of  them  A of  the  written  answt'i- 
Given  thereto,  but  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Ceded  Lamb 
where  I am  well  Informed  there  is  noAv  at  least  from  7 tn 
800  Effective  Men,  altho’  willing  to  Submit  have  kept  back  a 
little  on  a Report  that  the  King’s  Troops  were  to  quit  Au- 
gusta, which  made  them  not  Choose  to  Deliver  up  tlifir 
Arms  and  I was  once  Apprehensive  that  a Body  of  Troo]*s 
must  have  been  sent  there  to  Reduce  them  to  Obedience  A 
disarm  them.  Yet  by  my  last  Accounts  from  thence  I am  vt*ry 
hopefull  they  will  give  up  their  arms  quietly.  But  howevri 
tlie  People  in  this  Province  A Carolina  may  seem  to  b«* 
Sincere  in  their  Return  to  their  Allegiance,  they  must  bt* 
watched  with  gi*eat  attention  for  some  time. 

I have  wrote  very  fully  to  Lord  Cornwallis  with  Respect  t(» 
the  Situation  of  Affairs  in  this  Province  A given  his  Lordship 
my  humble  Opinion  what  Posts  A Force  I ap})reliend  will  h«‘ 
necessary  to  Establish  here,  at  least  for  some  time,  viz:  ut 
Augusta  250,  at  Dartmouth  in  the  Ceded  Lands  100,  at  Suii- 
bury  50,  a (’oips  of  Horse  t<’>  scour  the  (’ountry  A'  a 
Moving  Army  150.  at  Savanah  I did  not  51eiitlon  any  Nuin- 
ber  but  Submitted  the  whole  to  his  Lordshi])s  Supm-ior  Judi:- 
nnmt,  tho*  I presume  at  Savannah  not  less  than  400,  In  th< 
whoh‘  8(10  Foot  A 150  Hors(‘  and  with  this  Force  I tlunlv 
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rie])ellion  eaimot  Rear  its  Head  again  in  Georgia  and  the 
Iidiahitants  will  begin  to  turn  their  thoughts  to  Industry  S: 
the  Province  will  Soon  Resettle  W Flourish  again,  when  the 
Number  may  be  Reduced. 

I Trust  your  Lordship  Will  be  ('»f  Opinion  that  this  Force 
is  or  will  be  Necessary  at  least  till  the  Rebellion  is  SuV)dued 
in  the  Northern  Colonies  or  until  Peace  Takes  place,  for  my 
Lord  where  Rebellicm  has  taken  such  deep  root  as  it  has 
])een  Suffered  to  do  here,  I fear  Nothing  but  Punishment 
or  Force  can  Secure  (Tovernment  against  it  for  some  time. 

Punishment  Seems  quite  out  of  the  Questi(’>n  as  yoiir  Lord- 
ship  Sees  by  the  Ca])itulation  A'  Proclamations  A:  all  our  most 
Vi(^lent  Rebels  I am  Well  Informed  are  Preparing  to  Return 
here,  indeed  Several  are  come  already,  and  the  Nest  of 
Ohverians  in  St.  John’s  Parish  will  most  of  them  l)e  here  as 
Soon  as  their  Crops  are  Reapt  in  S'"  Carolina,  Judge  then  my 
Lord  what  a Situation  things  will  be  in  here,  if  we  have  not 
the  Force  I have  Mentioned. — no  Examples  made — no  Suf- 
ferings or  losses,  as  to  Property  by  the  Rebels,  but  a kind  of 
Small  Temporary  loss,  and  now  Sitting  down  again  with  all 
their  Property  Lands  A'  Negi'oes,  and  Seeing  those  avIio  had 
lutegiity  A'  S[)irit  Enough  to  xAdhere  to  their  Loyalty  Mostly 
Ruined,  For  your  Lordship  may  Give  me  full  Credit  when  I 
(is><ert  that  the  Friends  of  Government  as  they  are  Called,  the 
Good,  Tiue  and  Faithfull  Subjects,  are  the  only  People  who 
have  Suffered  A'  lost  their  Property,  and  what  Effect  this  may 
have  is  Submitted  to  your  Lordshij). 

Your  Lordship  may  rest  assured  that  every  thing  which  it 
is  Possible  for  me  to  do,  tor  His  Majesty’s  Service,  Will  be 
done,  and  when  I have  the  Honor  to  Receive  Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s Deterjiiination  on  my  letter  Relative  to  the  Su})port 
A'  Military  assistaiict*  Which  I Conceive  may  be  Necessary  in 
this  most  A'aluabh'  Prcu'iuce,  I shall  a(*quaint  your  Lordship 
therewith. 

I have  th(‘  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Youi’  Lordsliips 

most  ol)Iig('d  and  obecff  Serv‘ 

Ja.  AViiKJH  r. 

I’he  Kiglit  HoiC''  liord  ( l(M>rgi*  ( rermaiu 

His  Maj'-  '‘  Ihiueipal  S(*(*rt‘tarv  of  State  Ac.  A'C.  A'c. 

lLi(/(trst'<l \ R 11th  OcP. 


»T  ■';,T  ■ 

«5fKAt;-'!tF  Koat  igawstj  U'; 


.a^.i‘'H|i#]i5r>te^^  „ . ...  _ 

S>  litSWfiw,  «»wo’?t.*«lJ  ' ■! 


mm 


Ifi#^  I A-:  iff 

r ’ . . j,  '^J5^C<i  «jalST  , 

i®,  H X «{t^>  ABl«^_Ja<>ia|]!^uii*J  , 
lA>ai'.T|to  If^ 

ImiJ'sS  o*!.59«h<!(|fw‘§|«  l(t;»If^7 

T.iM'  :-rm  S.ft*2«r-.ri.  .“Si^^^rv  ."W  i;i'  ii^^‘ir..n.s..»t.- 


a?’ 


J>4ul  o«w  ^;3frtt)»^  J>£i4iy»^  tJb 

Z '"'"i 

l ,//4Mi'4il  (mn  ri  ^7/td  ^ T, 

""  J[i Jhiiiff  ^ili  Tt^w  iitJi  imi  Y«m  qi<t«l>ml  %ml  ^ 


,n  ,.-i^.' 


IM'  ■S"'  ^ I^a^w ' ,lwi«  ^:,*^iw»f)j 


HMlUvffi 


'm 


;-itm^  iuintfjintf  (Imh  l>^tfTM^  -dtf^uibiPjii^itridiU  ,j 


^ l^aiBJo  -(ixqarj^f  fiw^iii^i  5;vj.f,R 


’]',m 


■Jif'f,  ' "'  '''"'' ' ’ '^l"  / 


812 


LETTERS  FROM  SIR  JAMES  WRIGHT. 


GOT.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOKD  G. 

MAIX.^ 

17  Aug,  1780. 

No.  20.  Savanah  in  Georgia  tlie  17th  of  Aug^  178(i. 

AIy  Lord, 

As  I think  it  niy  Duty  to  Acquaint  Your  Lordshi})  y itli 
every  Transaction  here,  in  which  His  Majesty’s  Service  is,  m 
may  he  Concerned  or  Affected,  I therefore  beg  leave  to  iUm- 
tion  that  on  the  9th  of  June  last,  Mr.  John  Glen  tlu*  lat. 
Eebel  Chief  Justice  of  this  Province,  Mr.  James  Honstoy  n 
a Surgeon  or  Doctor  in  the  Eebel  Continental  Service  A Mr. 
John  Sutcliffe  all  Noted  Eebels  came  to  Savanah,  whiCi  I 
was  Immediately  Acquainted  with  A:  that  they  were  goiiiL- 
about  the  Town,  as  if  they  had  Never  committed  any  th« 
least  Offence  whatever,  and  Without  Calling  upon  me  nr 
Col*  Clarke  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Kings  Troop- 
here,  this  my  Lord  I thought  rather  too  much  to  Suffer  < a 
Submit  to — Wherefore  I directed  the  Gentlemen  of  tie 
Ccnincil  to  be  Summoned  A laid  the  matter  before  them,  ylm 
advised  that  it  Should  be  Stated  A Sent  t(^  the  Attoriup 
General  to  Eeport  his  0})inion  thereu])on,  and  which  lif 
Accordingly  did  on  the  10th  of  June  a Copy  of  which  is  imu 
Inclosed. 

And  on  that  Eeport  being  laid  before  the  Council,  it  wa- 
their  Advice  that  the  Attorney  General  Should  be  directtal  t" 
do  what  is  Necessary  A Proper  to  be  done  in  Such  C’ast's,aii'i 
he  Applied  to  the  Chief  Justice  for  a Warrant  against  Mi- 
Glen  A the  others  for  High  Treason  A they  were  Appo - 
hended,  on  whic*h  Mr.  Glen  Gave  in  a Petition  a C<'p' 
wlu‘rt‘of  is  Inclost'd  A on  that  being  Laid  befori'  tlie  C'(uiiu 
on  the  llth  they  were  of  O[)inion  that  he  Should  1h'  T«  i • 
mitti'd  to  take  tin*  Oaths  A rt'turn  to  liis  Allegiance,  hut  tli  ‘ 
the  matter  of  Pardon  did  not  Lye  y itli  nu'  A the  Chak  of  i 
C’oiincil  was  Onlenal  to  write  to  Mr.  Gli'ii  a C’opy  of  y.lia 
is  also  liuiosed. 
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The  other  Person  Sutcliffe  also  Petitioned  he  &:  Mr.  Glen 
were  Admitted  to  Bail  A afterwards  took  the  State  Oaths  Ac. 
But  Mr.  Honstown  being  Hanghty  A Obstinate  Contiimed  in 
Confinement  A on  the  21st  of  June  wrote  a letter  to  Col. 
Clarke  the  Military  Commanding  Officer  here,  a C’opy  where- 
of is  also  Inclosed  A on  Col.  Clarke’s  Sending  that  letter  to 
me,  I Immediately  Eeferred  it  to  the  Attorney  General  to 
Answer  the  Allegations  A make  his  Report  to  me  which  he 
did  on  the  22d  A a Copy  whereof  is  also  Inclosed,  and  thus 
my  Lord  the  matter  rested  till  the  14th  of  July  when  Mr. 
Honstown  Consented  to  Give  me  Bail  for  his  Appearance,  on 
the  Attorney  General  agTeeing  that  no  Advantage  Should  l)e 
taken  of  Mr.  Houstowns  not  x\})pearing  in  Case  of  being 
under  any  Military  Restraint  or  Difficulty  on  account  of  his 
Parole  Ac  and  my  Lord  Lieut.  Cob  Clarke  having  Trans- 
mitted me  Houstown’s  letter  A the  Attorney  General’s  Re- 
port thereon  to  Lord  Cornwallis,  his  Lordship  Referred  the 
Same  to  Mr.  James  Simpson  (I  Presume  as  Attorney  General) 
who  on  the  6th  of  July  wrote  me  a letter  a Copy  of  which  is 
Inclosed.  This  letter  altho’  wrote  the  6tli  I did  not  Receive 
’till  the  22d  at  Night  and  Soon  after  Sent  it  to  the  Attorney 
General  Mr.  Robertson  to  Answer,  a Copy  of  which  Your 
Lordship  has  also  Inclosed,  and  thus  I have  Stated  the  whole 
Proceedings  Relative  to  Mr.  Glen  A the  Others,  for  your 
Lordships  Information  and  will  not  Doubt  that  the  Steps 
taken  in  Support  of  His  Majesty’s  Civil  Government  here  A 
to  Check  A Punish  Treason  A Rebellion  will  be  Approved  of. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

most  Obliged  and  Obed^  Ser*^^ 

Ja.  IVlUGHT. 

The  Right  Hoib’^^‘  Lord  G(M)rge  Germain 

His  Maj*'^  Principal  Secretary  of  State  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 


[ /// Jn/-.srf  / I 

R 11th  OctobtT. 
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GOV.  SIR  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G. 

MAIN." 

20  ArorsT  1780. 

No.  27.  Savanah  in  Georgia  tlie  20th  of 'August  1780. 
My  Lord, 

On  the  19th  of  July  in  niy  letter  Number  25,  I mentioiu-.j 
to  your  Lordship  Avhat  I had  wrote  to  Lord  CoriiAyallis  ith 
Respect  to  the  Number  of  His  Majesty’s  Troops  which  } 
judged  might  be  Necessary  to  Post  or  Station  in  this  Pi-ovinrr 
for  its  Defence  A Security  against  Rebellion  A I then  wmt- 
that  when  I had  the  Honor  to  Receiye  his  Lordships  Aiisa\  • ’ 
I should  Accpiaint  your  Lordship  therewith,  and  now  Inclc-* 
a Copy  or  Extract  of  Lord  Cornwallis’s  letter  to  me  of  th- 
18th  of  July  in  Answer  to  Mine  of  the  9d:  also  a Cojw  <.*' 
my  Reply  to  that  letter  and  in  a letter  I wrote  his  Lords! ii|- 
on  the  9th  of  Jidy  I took  Occasion  to  say  “I  Trust  Yom 
Lordslii})  ydll  not  weaken  the  Military  Force  here  too  sooa. 
or  too  much.  For  altho  the  Flame  of  Rebellion  is 
well  Extinguished  at  Present,  yet  it  may  Reyiye  and  bu  nk 
out  again  if  we  are  not  yery  Circumspect.” 

His  Lordship  also  wrote  me  of  the  24th  of  July  “That  tl 
Propriety  of  a Post  at  Sunbury  will  of  CVmrse  be  RefeiM  t 
Lieut.  C'olonel  Clarke  to  whom  his  Lordship  had  giytai  th- 
Command  of  the  Troops  in  Georgia  A East  Florida,  and  tl  - 
care  of  the  Ceded  Lands  A Dartmouth  to  that  of  the 
manding  OtHcer  at  Ninety  Six.” 

And  my  Lord  I don’t  Expect  that  eyen  the  Fifty  H<'i' 
men  will  be  Established,  altho’  my  Self  A the  Council  m- 
Clearly  of  Opinion  that  it  is  Extremely  Nt'ces.sary,  bt'cau" 
tlu'  Posts  lu'twron  Savanah  and  Angiista  an*  at  119  Af 
distanct',  and  Nothing  to  Protect  tlie  Loyal  Inhabitants  oi  ’ 
Check  any  Party  of  Rebels,  y ho  may  g<‘t  in  lu'twacii  n 
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l^ecaiise  this  Country  is  now  Infested  with  Partys  of  Kol)hers 
on  Horse  back,  tliere  is  one  McKay  who  has  a Party  Some 
say  of  12  <fc  others  Say  twenty,  witli  which  he  Kobs  on  the 
Highway  between  this  Augusta  & goes  Frequently  to  the 
Banks  of  Sayanah  Kiyer  and  has  Stop’t  Bobbed  and  Plun- 
dered Seyeral  Boats. — and  my  Lord  there  is  another  Set  of 
Villains,  the  Bemains  of  McGirt  & his  Gang,  who  go  armed 
on  Horse  back  about  the  Country,  Twenty  of  'them  or 
upwards  together  and  Steal  A Carry  off  Great  Numbers  of 
■ Cattle  into  East  Florida.  I haye  Seyeral  Informations  lodged 
that  within  three  Months  Past  they  haye  Canied  away 
upwards  of  a Thousand  Head  of  Cattle,  and  this  they  do  at 
Noon  day,  and  the  Poor  Inhabitants  Can’t  help  themselyes 
or  Preyent  it,  and  the  Ciyil  PoAver  cannot  come  at  tliem,  for 
what  can  the  Proyost  Marshall  A a fe^y  Constables  do  against 
upwards  of  TAA'enty  Horse  men  well  Mounted  A Armed,  And 
as  things  are  now  Circumstanced  and  the  Country  almost 
broke  up  there  is  no  Possibility  of  Baising  the  Posse  Comi- 
tatus.  The  Chief  Justices  IVarrants  haye  been  long  out 
against  McGirt  A his  Gang,  but  they  Stand  in  Contempt  A 
Defiance  of  that  A all  La^v  A Goyernment. 

The  Troops  at  Sayanah  my  Lord  I think  are  in  all  about 
500  and  at  Augusta  now,  only  about  240  and  Ayhich  I belieye 
are  the  whole  of  His  Majesty’s  Forces  at  Present  in  the 
Proyince  of  Georgia.  But  your  Lordship  Avill  be  Precisely 
Informed  l>y  the  Beturns, — and  Avlieii  any  of  these  or  any 
(ffhers  may  be  sent  either  to  vSuid)ury  or  Dartmouth  I Can’t 
Say  but  I understand  that  if  there  should  be  Beason  to 
Apprehend  an  Attack  upon  East  Florida,  in  Such  Case  the 
Garrison  at  St.  Augustine  is  to  be  Beinforced  from  lienee  and 
I must  say  that  I think  this  Proyince  is  alr(‘ady  too  soon  A 
too  much  weakened. 

I find  Ave  haye  only  15  Nine  Pounders,  4 Six  Pounders  and 
1 four  Pimndei*  all  ^lounted  on  Ship  (’anhiges  late  the  Guns 
of  His  ]\laj('sty  s Sliip  Uose  ~2  Ifieei's  ot  Biass  Six  Pound 
Ordnanct‘  5 tour  Poumlms  A 2 tlma*  Poundm-s,  two  of  A\hieh 
are  only  fit  to  take  the  Fit‘ld— and  3 I'weiity  tour  Pounders 
not  mounted. 
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I tliink  it  my  duty  to  let  Your  Lordship  know  as  near  as  I 
can  the  whole  Strength  of  this  Pro^unce. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord,  Your  Lordships 

most  Obliged  S:  Obed*  Serv* 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Right  Hon'^’^  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretary  of  State  ^c.  <tc.  etc. 

[Indorsed] 

R 15th  November. 


GOY.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GER- 
MAIN.* 

18  Sept.  1780. 

No.  28.  Savanah  in  Georgia  18th  SepP  1780. 

My  Lord, 

Yesterday  I Receiv’d  Advice  from  Augusta  acquainting  me 
that  a great  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Ceded  Lamb 
together  with  some  from  S(mth  Carolina  had  come  to  Augusta 
on  the  14th  Inst.  A attack’d  Col.  Brown  A that  they  had 
defeated  him  A He  was  oblig’d  to  retire  into  a Small  Stockad*- 
Foil  there — There  was  at  Augusta  about  450  Creek  Indian^ 
A'  I believe  C’ol.  Ih-own  has  about  200  of  his  own  Coq)s.  It 
appears  to  me  that  the  Attack  was  so  sudden  that  Col.  BroN\ii 
had  not  tiim*  to  smd  oil'  an  Ex})ress  A*  no  Accounts  arc  a'^ 
yet  come  fiom  him —and  it  is  fear’d  and  not  doubted  that 
Augusta  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Rebels.  The 
Tcni|)tation  uas  certainly  too  great  unh'ss  tlu*rt‘  had  been  •' 
strongt'r  forc<‘  tluav.  I am  well  inform’d  that  the  Good' 
Inttanlcil  as  Rrescnts  to  the  Indians  was  at  haist  of 
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Steii"  value — Prime  Cost,  which  it  is  suppos’d  must  have 
fallen  into  the  Hands  of  the  Kebels  tfc  the  whole  such  sort 
of  Croods  as  the  Back  Country  People  esteem  most — It  is 
impossible  to  say  as  yet  what  the  consequences  of  this 
unfortunate  Affair  may  be  I inclose  for  your  Lordships 
further  information  a Copy  of  a Letter  I have  this  day  wrote 
to  Colonel  Balfour  on  the  subject  A have  the  Honor  to  be 
with  Perfect  Esteem 

My^Lord,  Your  Lordships 

most  obliged  A obed^  Serv*^ 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Bight  Hon'^*‘‘  Lord  Geo.  Germain, 

His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretary  of  State  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

B 14th  Dec- 


GOV.  SIB  JAS.  WBIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOBD  G.  GEB- 

MAIK^ 

18  Sei'tembek  1780. 

No.  29.  Sav.\nah  IX  Georgia  the  ISth  of  1780. 

My  Lord, 

I had  the  Honor  to  Beceive  the  Duplicate  of  your  Lord- 
ships  letter  of  the  7th  of  June  No.  6.  The  Suspence  your 
Lordship  was  in  with  Bespect  to  the  Operations  at  Charles 
Town  would  Soon  be  relieved  after  that  letter  was  wrote. 

I was  made  Ac([uainted  with  the  Armament  which  left 
Brest  the  2d  of  3[ay  and  its  now  Saitl  they  got  safe  into 
Boston,  but  of  this  your  Lordship  will  have  been  Certainly 
Advised.  We  have  had  no  Accounts  from  the  West  Imlies 
for  Some  time.  What  was  doin'  during  tlie  Si'ssions  of 
Assembly,  1 have  fully  Acquainti'd  Your  liordship  with,  in 
my  letter  of  the  17th  <d‘  July  No.  24  and  to  which  1 beg  leave 
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to  Refer.  I also  Acquainted  your  Lordship  fully  of  the  Pm. 
ceedings  at  the  Court  of  Hessions  A who  were  Found  Guill\. 
of  what  Ollences  A what  Pdnes  had  been  Let  on  them  by  th. 
Could. 

I much  with  my  Lord  that  it  was  in  my  Power  to  Encoiii-- 
age  A Reward  the  Loyalists,  but  I wrote  your  Lordship  Loii-^ 
Since  that  nothing  would  Arise  b'om  the  Deserted  Estates  a 
Sent  Yoiu’  Lordship  Three  Co}>ys  of  the  Re])ort' of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Claims  as  the  best  A only  Answer  in  my  Po^\  ^!■ 
to  give  your  Lordship  to  your  letter  on  that  Subject. 

A"our  Lordship  may  rely  on  my  utmost  Endeavours  |<. 
Promote  everything  which  I think  may  tend  to  His  Majesty's 
Service  and  to  Reestablish  Government  A Harmony. 

I beg  your  Lordship  will  be  So  Good  ns  to  Ex(nise  the  Imst 
in  which  this  Letter  is  wrote  having  only  Part  of  a day  t«» 
Answer  all  your  Lordshi[)s  letters  which  I rec'^  yesterday  aiul 
if  not  Dispatched  to  day  the  Opportunity  will  be  lost. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  A'our  Lordships 

most  obbged  A obed*  Serv‘d 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Right  Hon’’’^'  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Maj‘“ Principal  Secretary  of  State  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

[ Indoravil] 

R.  11th  Dec*^- 


GOV.  SIR  JAS.  IVRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GEK- 

MAIN.- 


18  Sect.  1780. 

N().  .‘)().  Savaxah  IX  Gkokgia  the  LSth  of  SepP 

My  Loro, 

I luul  the  honor  to  rmalve  your  Lordship's  letter  the  7th 
July  No.  7 yesterday.  Tlie  Event  my  J.ord  of  the  surn'iid*  » 
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of  Charles  Town  tt  its  Depciidancies,  also  of  the  Naval  Force 
there  was  certainly  glori(3iis  ct  important.  I had  before  that 
issued  the  Writs  of  Election  as  your  Lordship  would  see  by 
iiiy  Letters  on  that  sul)ject.  The  reduction  of  8'*  Carolina 
my  Lord  certaiidy  afforded  ns  great  security  but  we  had 
danger  again  at  our  doors  which  my  Lord  Cornwallis's  defeat 
of  General  Gates  cV:  his  Army  A Col.  Tarleton’s  defeat  of 
Sumpter  a few  days  afterwards  warded  off  from  us^And 
your  Lordship  will  see  by  my  Letter  of  this  day  No.  28,  that 
we  are  not  even  now  in  a state  of  security  A I must  again 
repeat  that  I think  we  have  been  too  soon  A too  much 
weaken’d.  Your  Lordship  will  be  the  best  Judge  how  far  it 
may  be  sound  policy,  to  leave  a Conquer’d  or  in  part  Con- 
({uer’d  Country  without  sufficient  strength  to  supj)ort  the 
King’s  Authority  A Government,  for  tliese  People  have  been 
so  long  in  Rebellion  A are  so  greatly  alienated  from  His 
M ajesty’s  Governnff  that  they  will  not  for  some  time  return 
cordially  to  their  former  ol)edience  A strange  as  this  may 
seem  to  be,  it  is  too  much  the  case.  I observe  what  your 
Lordshi})  is  pleased  to  mention  with  respect  to  the  i'SOOO  A 
shall  follow  the  mode  })rescribed. 

I am  glad  to  hear  that  a regular  Monthly  Packet  is  estab- 
lish’d between  Falmouth  A Charles  Town  A'  that  tlie  Com- 
iimiiication  will  l)e  restor’d  between  Charles  Town  A'  St. 
Augustine  through  Savanah,  for  at  present  I have  no  op})(U’- 
tuiiiG'  of  corresponding  with  Your  Lordship  but  by  chance 
conveyances  A that  which  Yh)ur  Lordship  is  pleased  to  men- 
tion from  Charles  Town  when  Lord  Lincoln  or  the  packet 
went  I had  not  the  least  notice  or  intimation  of,  till  after  tliey 
'vere  gone  for  the  Military  give  little  attention  to  any  thing 
but  what  is  in  their  own  department. 

I have  the  Honor  t(j  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord,  Your  Lordshi[)s 

most  obliged  A obeiF  Serv‘ 

Ja.  Wright. 

ihe  Right  Hon’’^'^' Lord  Geo.  Germain 
His  Maj*-'  ^ Princi])al  Secretary  of  State  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 


1 Imhn'snl  I 
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GOV.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GEIC 

MAIN.“ 

32  Sept.  1780. 

No.  31.  Savanah  in  Georgia  22d  SepC  17SU. 

My  Lord, 

I am  very  liappy  to  have  it  in  m\'  power  to  acquaint  Y<mr 
Lordship  that  Col.  Brown  at  Augusta  with  the  Assistance  uf 
the  Indians  iwho  behav’d  extremely  well)  liekl  out  against 
the  Rebels  from  Thursday  Morn"  till  Monday  Morn"  A tin- 
tAvo  last  days  without  any  AVater — And  on  Monday  Alorn"  tli« 
Rebels  hearing  that  Col.  Cruger  was  marching  to  the  relied  nf 
Col.  Brown,  they  immediately  made  otb  Many  Rebels  ha\.- 
been  kill’d  wounded  A taken  A one  hang’d  A I hope  several 
others  will,  as  they  have  now  forfeited  every  khid  of  Claim 
to  favor  A protection.  I cannot  yet  give  your  Lordship  aiiv 
more  particular  Account  being  determin’d  to  send  otf  a M(‘>- 
senger  Ex})i*ess  to  Charles  Town  with  this  Letter  immediatrly 
least  I should  miss  the  opportunity  by  His  Hajestv’s  Shi]) 
Hydra.  This  my  Lord  is  a very  fortunate  Event,  for  had 
they  succeeded,  I am  attraid,  nay  certain,  they  soon  would 
have  become  formidable  A I shall  noAV  endeavour  that  such 
Steps  be  taken  against  them  as  may  put  it  out  of  their  power 
to  do  more  mischief. 

Some  of  the  Indian  presents  fell  into  their  hands  during 
the  time  they  Avere  there  Avhich  Avere  carried  off,  but  the  prin- 
cipal part  Avere  deposited  Avhere  Col.  BroAvn  took  shedter. 
No  Letter  is  yet  come  from  Him.  The  Account  I have  wa> 
sent  me  by  a AI(*ssenger  Express  from  Mr.  Grierson  a Gentle- 
man of  Augusta. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  I?steeni 
31  y Lord,  Your  Lordships 

most  ol)lig'd  A'  obecT  Serv* 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Right  Hon’'‘'  Lord  (1.  Germain 

His  31  aj'-'  " Principal  Secretary  of  State  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

\ I \ 

R 11th  l)(‘c‘- 
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(iOV.  Sin  JAS.  WniGPIT  to  sec.  lord  G.  GER- 
MAIN." 

27  OcTOBEii  1780. 

No.  32.  Savanah  in  Geokgia  the  27tli  of  OcE  1780. 

My  Loud, 

I have  now  tlio  Honor  to  Inclose  Your  Lordship  a Copy  of 
my  Last  Giving  an  Account  of  the  Retreat  of  the  Rebels 
from  Augasta  and  fi-om  the  best  Information  I have  been 
;i1)le  to  Collect  I don’t  find  that  the  Rebel  Force  Exceeded 
from  I to  450  Men,  I believe  Clarke  avIio  commanded  Carried 
Rack  into  Carolina  200  to  250  of  them,  the  rest,  its  said  100 
kiiled,  wounded  taken,  and  from  70  to  100  Surrendered 
tlicmselves  afterwards  to  Colonel  Cruger  on  the  Ceded  Lands. 
13  Indians  were  killed  but  for  the  Particulars  of  Colonel 
Rrowns  loss  I must  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Lordship  to  the 
Military  Return.  The  above  I think  is  Pretty  Just. 

Thirteen  of  the  Prisoners  who  I woke  their  Paroles  A came 
against  Augusta  have  been  hang’d  which  I hope  will  have  a 
very  Good  Efiect. 

We  are  Doing  every  thing  Possible  to  Root  out  Rebellion 
in  this  Province  A for  our  Defence  here.  Several  Plantations 
or- Settlements  on  the  Ceded  Lands  belonging  to  those  who 
were  at  Augusta  have  been  Burnt  A Laid  Waste.  I think 
about  100  and  Mr.  Graham  is  now  at  Augusta  with  Directions 
to  st'e  the  Distpialifying  Law  Carried  into  Execution  in  its 
i tmost  Extent,  so  that  I hope  when  the  Generality  of  them 
are  Disarmed  A have  been  Compelhal  to  give  Security  for 
tlu'ir  Good  Behaviour  they  must  be  convinceil  tiiat  Exani])les 
will  be  made  both  as  to  Life  A Pro])erty  and  I Trust  tlu‘V 
will  not  Venture  to  IxPave  in  the  Villainous  manner  tlu'V 
liavc'  hitherto  done.  However  seeing  how  much  tlu‘  IMilitary 
Force  lu're  is  weakemal  A that  we  are  Strip’t  of  every  thing 
■iljiinst  L Judged  it  Nc'cessaiy  to  call  the  Assembly  to  frame 
a J^aw  to  W'st  Further  Powers  in  me  with  Res[>eet  to  tlu‘; 
Militia  A to  Enable*  me  t(>  (wd(*r  out  Negroes  to  C'onstruct 
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Silcli  Foitificcitioiis  & Works  as  may  be  tliouglit  Necessarv 
for  the  Security  of  the  Town  or  in  any  other  Parts  of  th* 
Province,  also  in  Case  of  Necessity  to  Ann  A Empl(t\ 
Negroes  for  our  Defence.  I Acquainted  your  Lordship  in  in\ 
Letter  No.  27  with  the  Amount  of  the  Military  Force  her* 
and  as  I Ex}>ected  we  have  Notliing  at  Sunbury,  Nothing  at 
Dartmouth — too  weak  at  Augusta  A too  weak  at  Savanah. 
These  I well  know  and  am  much  afi'aid  that  the  Posts  at 
Ninety  Six  A Camden  are  also  too  weak,  and  we  have  im 
Ship  or  Yessell  whatever,  not  even  so  much  as  a Galley, 
how  far  these  things  are  Eight  or  Proper  your  Lordship  will 
be  the  best  Judge  and  I can  only  Eejwesent. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord,  Your  Lordships 

most  obliged  A most  obed‘  SeP 

Ja.  Wkight. 

The  Eight  HoiC^®  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Maj‘^’“  Principal  Secretary  of  State  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

[Indor.b-cd\ 

E 9 January  1781. 


G0\,  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  G.  GEK- 

MAIN.^< 

1 Dec.  1780. 

No.  33.  Savanah  in  Geokgia  1st  Dec.  1780. 

YIy  Loud, 

Inclos'd  Yh)iir  Lordshij)  has  the  Tri[)licate  of  my  Letter 
No.  32  A in  conse([uence  of  the  ])ower  vt'sted  in  me,  by  th' 
Dill  which  I as.M'Uti'd  to  on  the  30th  of  October  last,  I oi'd»  i 
out  U])wards  of  -100  Negroi'S,  who  have  bet'ii  at  work  fortiC* 
ing  the  Town  of  Savanah  ever  since  that  Day. 
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We  are  inakiiig  live  Redoubts  Batterys  A:  there  is  to  V)e 
a Parapet  made  of  Fascines  Earth  from  the  River  at  Each 
End  A'  on  the  Back  of  the  Towm.  This  Parapet  is  10  foot 
wide  7 foot  high  with  a Ditch  on  the  Outside  15  foot  M*ide 
at  Toj)  10  foot  Deep  A:  sloping  to  the  Bottom  3 foot.  I think 
the  Redoubts  will  be  finished  Each  Parapet  about  half 
done,  or  say  the  whole  4 foot  high  by  Christmas  A:  I expect 
the  works  will  be  entirely  finish’d  in  all  January.  This  my 
Lord  is  a most  inconvenient  thing  & a heavy  Tax  on  the 
Peoj)le,  being  one  fourth  part  of  all  their  Male  Slaves  for  near 
or  cpiite  3 Months,  A when  the  work  is  complete  I shall  send 
Lordship  a Plan  of  the  whole. 

The  present  state  of  our  strength  will  apj)ear  to  Y"'*  Lord- 
sliip  from  rny  former  Letters  A'  fi’om  the  Inclosed  Address  of 
the  Members  of  His  Majesty’s  Council. 

The  late  Law  also  enables  me  to  call  out  A arm  Negi’oes 
in  defence  of  the  Province  A to  exercise  further  ])ower  over 
the  Militia,  but  this  only  in  time  of  Ahtrms  nrfnnlhf  Jim f A 
there  are  several  things  provided  for  which  we  thought  neces- 
sary in  these  yet  very  perilous  times. 

I hav'e  the  honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord,  Your  Lordships 

most  obliged  A obed*^  Serv* 

Ja.  Weight.' 

The  R^  Lord  Geo.  Germain 
His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretary  of  State  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

[Indormi^ 

R 17th  February  1781. 
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ADDEESS  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  GEOEGIA. 

[In  Sir  Jas.  Wright’s  (No.  33)  of  1st  Dec.  1780.  ] 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  James  Wright,  Bart.  Captain  Gi'ikm  h! 
and  Goyenaour  in  Chief  in  and  oyer  His  Majestv'^ 
Pro\ince  of  Georgia  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

The  Address  of  His  Majesty’s  Council 

May  it  tlease  Your  Excellency, 

We  His  Majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjects  tlu* 
Council  of  Georgia  haying  taken  into  our  most  serious  enn- 
sideration  the  present  defenceless  State  of  this  Province  ainl 
the  many  cmel  Murders  A Depredations  which  are  da\  iv 
committed  on  His  Majesty’s  peaceable  and  loyal  Subjects  li\ 
Parties  of  EebeU  Plunderers,  do  think  ourselves  bound  in 
duty  to  His  Majesty  and  this  Country  to  lay  before  Y'oiir 
Excellency  an  impartial  State  of  its  present  situation  and  tn 
point  out  what  appears  to  us  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent 
the  min  with  which  it  is  threatened. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  having  found  it  necessary  to  order  from 
this  Provmce,  upon  the  Exj)edition  against  Charlestown,  not 
only  the  greatest  })art  of  the  Infantry  but  also  all  the  Cavali 
that  had  been  raised  for  the  Defence  of  this  Country  tie 
forces  left  m the  Province  were  reduced  to  a number  ban  In 
sufficient  to  garrison  Savannah  and  even  part  of  these  wm 
soon  order’d  away  to  take  possession  of  Augusta  and  tli« 
Post  at  Nmety  Six  in  South  Carolina,  in  consetpienci'  "1 
which  every  other  i>art  of  this  Province  was  left  o})en  to  tla 
inroads  of  the  Eebels,  as  the  small  Garrisons  at  Savannali  A 
Augusta  (the  only  Military  Posts  in  the  Province)  couM 
afford  no  kind  of  protection  to  the  rest  of  this  Country. 

We  are  well  aware  that  Y\)ur  Excellency  did  fre(|UeiitlN 
order  out  the  Militia,  but  the  Ib'bels  being  well  niount('d  an>l 
tlieii'  incursions  sudden  and  i('})eated,  it  was  found  iniprai  '. 
cable  for  foot  to  come  up  with  them  and  prevent  their  dipi* 
dations. 
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Tlie  Sea  Coast  hath,  if  possible,  been  left  still  more 
exposed  to  the  Ravages  of  the  Enemy,  as  eveiy*  Vessell  of 
force,  even  to  a Galley  and  Gun  Boat  hath  been  removed  into 
South  Carolina,  by  reason  whereof  many  Enemy s Vessells 
and  also  open  Rebel  Galleys  and  boats  have,  down  to  the 
present  time  repeatedly  infested  the  Coasts  of  this  Province 
and  ca])tured  several  Vessels  even  in  the  Creeks  & Rivers 
thereof,  landing  from  time  to  time  and  carr^dng  off  both 
Vdiites  and  Negroes,  notvdthstanding  your  Excellency  has 
on  every  occasion  exerted  yourself  in  endeavouring  to  obtain 
(effectual  Assistance  by  applying  to  the  Commanders  in  Chief 
of  His  Majesty’s  Forces  by  Sea  and  Land  for  the  puiyiose  of 
procuring  aid,  but  unhappily  without  Effect. 

Having  thus  Stated  to  your  Excellency  the  very  exposed 
and  defenceless  condition  of  the  Pro\dnce  we  beg  leave  to 
observe  that  it  appears  to  us  absolutely  necessary,  in  order  to 
render  the  Mihtia  of  any  real  and  permanent  utility  that  they 
be  allowed  Pay  and  Sul)sistance,  whilst  on  actual  Service,  as 
they  and  their  family’s  cannot  live  untliout  it,  when  they  are 
taken  from  their  dayly  lal)our. 

We  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  there  is  an  immediate 
necessity  for  raising  one  or  more  Troops  of  Horse  for  the 
defence  of  this  Country,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that 
the  late  Attack  on  Augusta  and  the  many  Murders  and  De- 
vastations frequently  committed  by  the  Rebels  will  induce 
Lord  Cornwallis  to  comply  with  Your  Excellencys  late  Requi- 
sition for  that  purpose  and  if  that  fails  the  necessity  of 
raising  Horse  appears  to  us  so  very  indispensable  that  we 
tliink  our  selves  bound  in  duty  to  His  Majesty  and  this 
('ountry  to  recommend  to  Y"our  Excellency  the  taking  the 
laeasure  of  raising  them  upon  3'ourself,  trusting  that  His 
Majesty  in  his  goodnt'ss  will  a]qu’ove  of  the  saiiie  and  that 
the  Expence  thereof,  as  well  as  the  Pay  and  Subsistence  of 
tlu'  ^lilitia  Avhilst  on  dutjr  will  be  defrayed  bv  the  Motlier 
<’<>mitrv  MS  from  tie'  distr('ss('d  and  almost  rniiu'd  state  of 
this  ProviiKM',  it  is  impossibh'  to  rais('  :i  fund  for  those  pur- 
pose's bv  taxt's  on  nu'n  who  are'  alreadv  ini jueverislu'd. 

In  orde  r te>  de'fe'iiel  the  Ce>ast  from  the'  Mischic'fs  ah’eadv 
^t.-ite'e!,  it  ap[>e'ars  to  US  ne'cessaiA'  that  a pnqier  armeel  Wssell 
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under  Yoiu’  Excellency’s  direction  would  be  tlie  most  effectn.il 
remedy  to  preyent  sucli  danng  outrages  in  future;  And 
His  Majesty  did  for  many  Years  generously  support  an  anicMl 
Vessel  here,  eyen  in  time  of  profound  Peace,  we  humbly  hupc 
that  should  Your  Excellency  think  proper  to  ecpiip  an  ariiKM] 
Vessell  m lieu  of  that  we  had  before  the  present  uimatui  al 
Rebellion  broke  out,  the  Measure  wdl  be  approyed  of  by  Ili>^ 
Majesty  and  the  Expence  thereof  defrayed  as  usual. 

Upon  the  whole  it  appears  to  us  that  if  the  Measures  now 
recommended  are  not  speedily  pursued,  the  loyal  Inhabitant'^ 
here  will  in  all  probability  be  mined  and  the  Proyince  1(.>1 
after  so  much  Blood  and  Treasure  has  been  spent  on  it. 

By  order  of  the  Council 

John  Gr^viiame 
Presid*' 

Council  Chamber  \ 

Savannah  21st  Nov'’  1780.  j 


GOV.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GElb 

MAIN.“ 

20  Dec.  1780. 

No.  34.  Savannah  in  Georgia  the  20th  Dec*’  1780. 

My  Lord, 

On  the  14th  Instant  I had  the  Honor  to  receive  the  Dupli- 
cate of  Your  Lordship’s  letter  of  the  3rd  of  August  No. 
and  on  the  10th  I received  the  Original,  Wherein  your  l.ool- 
sldp  is  ])leas'd  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  my  Letters  t*> 
No.  22  incln."ivi'. 

It  givt's  me  great  satisfaction  to  find  that  the  Lidter  1 
wrote  to  S’’  Heniy  ('linton  on  the  Subject  of  His  first  Pmclt 
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mation,  is  approv’d  of  by  Lordship.  I know  it  gave  gi’eat 
um])rage  tt  was  canvas’d  Pretty  freely  in  the  Britisli  Camp  ct 
some  things  said  by  a man  near  S*'  Henry  Clinton,  who  I 
once  thought  knew  more  Law  & better,  than  to  have  asserted 
what  I was  well  inform’d  he  did  on  that  occasion  S:  another 
which  happen’d  afterwards  the  proceedings  on  which  I some- 
time ago  transmitted  to  Y’’  Lordship — I could  not  know  my 
Lord  that  this  Province  was  not  included  in  the  last  Com- 
mission & H,  Clinton  either  did  not  observe  that,  or 
omitted  to  acknowledge  it.  I ol)serve  Lordship’s  remark 
with  respect  to  the  pardoning  Crimes  committed  in  this 
Province  which  do  not  fall  within  the  Power  vested  in  me  by 
His  Majesty’s  Commission  and  which  will  be  dnely  attended 
to. 

The  Parties  of  Militia  which  were  employed  under  the 
authority  given  by  S*’  Henry  Clinton  as  mention’d  in  one  of 
my  former  letters  were  very  soon  at  an  End  I being  given  to 
understand  that  they  could  not  be  paid  and  subsisted  any 
longer  ik  I have  no  Power  to  oblige  the  Militia  to  do  Military 
duty  without  Pa}’  k Subsistence.  For  my  Lord  how  is  it  to 
be  Expected  or  indeed  Possible  for  a Poor  Man,  who  has  a 
family  who  in  a great  measure  depend  on  his  daily  labour,  to 
leave  that  family  to  starve  while  He  go’s  out  on  duty  k Plow 
is  he  to  subsist  even  Himself?  These  are  matters  I have 
wrote  to  Lord  Cornwallis  about,  but  to  no  purpose  hitherto 
tt  so  with  respect  to  a Troop  of  Horse,  not  a Man  has  been 
sent  here  and  all  my  ap])lications  hitherto  taken  very  little 
Notice  of  it  this  Province  too  much  weakened  S:  left  almost 
destitute  tfe  also  Our  Sea  Coast  we  have  been  stript  of  every 
thing  <.t  Piebel  Galleys  have  frequently  come  into  the  Inlets  S: 
carried  off  many  Negroes  S:  some  of  the  Inhabitants  k this 
notwithstanding  the  repeated  Applications  to  Admiral  Ar- 
buthnot  downwards — I am  told  Capt.  Barclay,  who  at  present 
commands  at  C’harles  Town,  is  sending  a Galley  here,  but  I 
])resume  if  slu'  conies  slie  will  be  Scx^m  ovd('r\l  away  again — 
A what  is  a singh‘  Galh'V,  iNfy  Ijord,  t<^  proti'ct  four  or  tivt> 
difft'rent  Inlets?  With  vt'spect  to  the  Trc'iops  stationed  at 
Augusta  A Savannali  I have  already  wrote  Y‘‘  I.ordshi[)  fully 
(HI  that  head — I have  acquaint(.'d  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
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reception  tlieir  Address  met  witli,  wliicli  lias  made  Him 
liappy.  The  Other,  which  Your  Lordship  mentions,  a:>  if 
omitted  to  he  done,  was  not  ct  I donht  not  has  since  come  t,* 
hand.  The  Legislature  did  not  meet,  till  the  9th  of  May  A 
on  the  8th  of  June  they  made  their  Joint  xA-ddress  whidi 
I enclosed  to  Your  Lordship  on  the  10th  A sent  two  Copi»  ^ 
to  Charles  Town  to  he  forwarded  as  soon  as  any  opportuiiitv 
otter’d. 

Both  Houses  are  now  adjourn’d  to  the  15th  of  next  Montli 
but  whether  they  may  pass  such  Acts  as  are  expected  nf 
Them,  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  say;  We  haye  had  a gi*cat 
Many  New  Members  since  the  first  Election  A when  I caiiir 
to  do  business  with  them  I found  seyeral  of  them  sayour'd  of 
the  Old  Leayen.  1 am  extremely  sorry  we  haye  been  nils- 
taken  with  respect  to  the  duties  A should  now  send  a memo- 
rial to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  praying  that  the  £500  may 
be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  Agent  A also  draw  uixm 
Him  in  fayor  of  Mr.  Eowe  to  replace  the  £450  agreeable  to 
Y^  Lordships  directions,  but  I haye  notice  only  one  day  to 
yuite  all  my  Letters  A therefore  cannot  possibly  do  it  by  tlii^' 
opportunity. 

With  respect  to  the  Deserted  Estates,  I don’t  see  that 
there  is  any  thing  at  all  to  be  had  or  expected.  The  whole 
of  the  moyables  were  totally  destroyed  A gone  chiefiy  before 
the  siege  A what  remain’d  were  made  away  with  by  Mcdirr 
A his  Gang  of  Villains  who  were  always  a Pest  to  this 
Proyince  A swallowed  up  A carried  off  the  whole  desertt  <l 
Property  A'  many  of  the  Owners  haye  come  back  since  A 
taken  possession  of  their  Land  A Houses — A we  haye  now 
too  many  Srrn  f Pvebels  A Enemies  amongst  us — The  Ex}>t'iic<‘ 
already  iucurr’d  my  Lord  is  yery  considerable  A'  I am  re:illv 
at  a loss  to  know  what  the  Assembly  can  do  to  put  in  niv 
power  to  make  any  Compensation  to  the  Loyal  Pefugei's  f»‘i 
tlu'ir  loss(‘s. 

The  niattrr  of  tlu'  Property  of  Notorious  P(>b('ls  lias  lu  < ; 
under  c-on>iderali«»n  already  tV  it  is  alK'dg’d  that  tln^  Pelin- 
(pients  ai’t'  niueli  A'  nioi«‘  indebti'd  than  tluar  ]irop('rty  ^^il! 
S('ll  for  A'  T hav»‘  again  n'coninnnnh'd  it  to  st'veral  of  lla 
Aleiubeis  to  consider  of,  against  they  nu'et  on  tin'  15th  "1 
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iioxt  Month  but  must  confess  I am  not  very  sanguine  in  my 
expectations. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem, 

My  Lord,  Yoiu*  Lordships 

most  obhged  obed*  Serv* 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Pd  Hon^'^  Lord  Geo.  Germam 

His  Maj^'’*"  Principal  Secretary  of  State  &c. 

[Imhrsed] 

II  17th  February  1781. 


GOV.  Sill  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOUD  G.  GER- 
MAIN.^ 

21  Dec.  1780. 

No.  35.  Savanah  in  Georgia  the  21st  of  Deer  1780. 

Triplicate. 

My  Lord. 

I am  Humldy  to  Request  that  His  Majesty  will  be 
gi-aciously  Pleased  to  Grant  me  His  Royal  Jcnve(d'  Alhsence 
from  this  Government  and  that  I may  be  at  Liberty  to 
Ih'turn  to  Great  Britain  as  Circumstances  may  lia])pen  or 
appear  in  the  Course  of  next  Summer  A to  Remain  there  tor 
Such  time  as  His  Majesty  in  His  Great  Wisdom  may  think 
Proper.  PossilJfi  my  Lord,  I might  be  usefull  for  a while. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem, 

My  Lord,  Your  Lordships 

most  Obliged  A Obed‘  Serv^ 

Ja.  AVright. 

Tlie  Right  Honorable  Lord  G('orge  Germain 
His  Majesty’s  Princi})al  Secretary  of  State 
For  America  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

\ Indorsed  \ 

R 25  A]u  il  1781. 

(Orig'  A Dup.  not  reced.) 
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LETTERfi  FROM  SIR  JAMES  WRIGHT.  • 


GOY.  SIR  JAS.  YTJGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GEli- 

MAIX.^ 

23  Janfary  1781. 

Savanah  in  Georgia  the  23rd  of  January  1781. 

My  Lord, 

I had  the  Honor  to  Receive  Your  Lordships  Letter  of  tla* 
9th  of  Noveniher  Inclosing  Printed  Co]:»ys  of  His  Majestv> 
most  Gracious  Speech  at  the  Meeting  of  the  New  Parlianu*iit 
and  the  Addresses  of  both  Houses  to  Maj*''  thereupon,  and 
my  Lord  it  makes  me  Perfectly  happy  to  find  that 
Addresses  Contain  Such  Noble  Sentiments  A Expressions  of 
Loyalty  A afiection  to  the  King,  A Such  Peelings  of  the 
Combinations  to  Distress  Great  Britain  A their  Spirited  Pa‘sn- 
lutions  to  Exert  in  the  Support  of  her  Just  Rights  ik  Digiiit  v 
must  have  the  best  Effect. — 

and  my  Lord  if  Harmony  A unanimity  Prevail  in  the  Par- 
liament & Councils  of  Great  Britain,  I have  not  the  least 
Doubt  but  She  will  Still  Rise  Superior  to  all  her  Enemies. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem, 
my  Lord,  A"our  Lordships 

most  obliged  A obed^  Serv^ 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Right  Honorable  Lord  George  Germain 
His  ^lajesty’s  Principal  Secretaiy  of  State 
For  America  Ac.  Ac.  Am. 


\ Lnhrse<l] 

R 31st  March. 
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GOY.  SIK  JAS.  Y^EIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GER- 

MAIN." 

23  Jaxuary  1781. 

Sayan  AH  in  Georgia  tlie  23rd  of  January  1781. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordsliips  Letter  of  the  4th  of  Octol)er  with  the 
Additional  Instniction  for  the  Masters  of  Ships  Bearing- 
Letters  of  Marque  A Reprisals  Deelanng  what  were  to  he 
Deemed  Contrahand  Goods  A what  not,  on  Board  Danish 
Ships  I have  received  A which  shall  he  Duely  Attended  to. 

But  give  me  Leave  my  Lord  to  Ol)serve  that  no  Powers 
hnve  yet  heen  Received  from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to 
Issue  Letters  of  Marque  Ac  against  the  King  of  Spain  A his 
Subjects,  which  is  much  Complained  of,  as  Several  applica- 
tions have  heen  made  and  I cannot  Authorise  the  Issuing 
any. 

I have  the  Honor  to  he  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord,  Your  Lordships 

most  Obliged  A OheiT  Serv* 

Ja.  Wright. 

Tlie  Riglit  Honorable  Lord  George  Germain 
His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
For  America  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

I 

R 31st  March. 
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LETTERS  FROM  SIR  jAl\fES  WRIGHT. 


GOV,  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GEIt- 

MAIN.* 

25  .T  ANTI  ARY  1781. 

No.  36.  Savanah  in  Georgia  26th  1781. 

My  Lord, 

I had  the  honor  to  receive  Your  Lordship’s  Letter  of  tin- 
9th  Nov^‘  No.  10  both  Houses  of  Assembly  being  now  sit- 
ting have  acquainted  Them  with  the  gTacious  reception  tlnh- 
dutifull  & Loyall  Address  met  with  & the  assurance  His 
Majesty  has  been  pleas’d  to  give  of  the  Continuance  of  lii>' 
Royal  favour  A protection  to  all  his  faithfiill  Subjects  \u 
Georgia. 

The  Successes  Your  Lordship  is  pleas’d  to  mention,  gaiuM 
over  the  Rebels  in  S*^  Carohna  by  Lord  Cornwallis  A Col. 
Tarleton  were  certamly  gi'eat  A complete — but  I am  son  \ 
to  say  the  Consequences  have  fallen  far  short  of  the  just  (‘\- 
pectations  of  your  Lordship  A many  others  here,  as  I h:i\o 
already  acquainted  Your  Lordship  in  former  Letters.  Noi 
do  I see  that  the  punishment  so  deservedly  inflicted  on  tlio^o 
who  had  taken  Arms  again,  against  His  Majesty  in  breacli  of 
their  Paroles,  or  any  other  Measures  yet  pursued, 
quell’d  the  Spirit  of  Rebellion  A they  have  retaliated  fna  ly 
I cannot  think  this  Province  A S”  Carolina  in  a State  of  S-  - 
curity  A if  Lord  Cornwallis  Penetrates  far  into  N'’  Carolina 
I shall  expect  a Rebel  Army  will  come  in  behind  him  a 
throw  us  into  the  utmost  confusion  A danger — For  this  Pi  "\- 
ince  is  still  left  in  a Defenceless  State.  For  a more  particu- 
lar account  of  which  I beg  leave  to  refer  Yo*’  Lordship  to  m\ 
Lc'ttta-  of  till'  20t]i  Dec^  No.  34. 

Rut  I must  observe  that  some  Hessian  Recruits  caiiu'  la  o 
last  W(M‘k  I am  told  one  hundred  A five  and  we  have'  now  on* 
(Jally  A for  tlio  prcsc'iit  Ifi.-^  ^lajt'sty’s  arm'd  Shi]>  the  L<>\-  • 
ist  is  (‘onu'  to  Tylu'c  a ('a])t.  Ard(‘soif  wlio  CommaiaL  h«  ' 
tells  im*  he  is  order'd  T think  by  C.ipt.  Guyton  to  erni/e 
this  (h)ast  and  rendezvous  at  Tylx't*  till  /’///7//cy  (>/v/c/v.  Ih:' 
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my  Lord  the  misfortune  is,  that  the  next  Senior  Captain  in 
the  Navy,  who  happens  to  go  to  Charles  Town  may  most 
prohabljj  icill  order  tliis  Ship  & Galley  elsewhere.  I say  my 
Lord  jn'ohabhj  icill  because  it  has  happened  so  more  than 
once  already  k without  a positive  order  from  the  Admiralty 
I am  certain  this  Province  will  not  be  attended  to  & Captain 
Barclay  who  sent  the  Galley  here  writes  me  expressly  that  it 
is  without  Orderi-i  for  the  Province  of  Georgia  has  not  been 
mention’d  to  him  or  taken  the  least  notice  of  in  his  Instr  ac- 
tions. 

Your  Lordship’s  Letter  relative  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Commissioners  is  perfectly  clear  and  satisfactory  A will  be 
made  the  mle  of  oin*  Conduct  here.  The  disqualifying  Law 
we  have  found  to  answer  many  good  purposes,  but  does  not 
go  far  enough  A I am  so  well  convinc’d  that  we  still  have 
many  thorough  Bebels  and  Yillainous  Incendiaries  amongst 
us  even  in  the  Town  of  Savanah  that  I have  propos’d  more 
effectual  measures — And  there  is  now  a Bill  before  the  Legis- 
latures for  that  purpose.  I have  also  some  expectation  that 
the  Bill  Y’^  Lordship  alludes  to  will  be  brought  in.  And  I 
have  the  great  satisfaction  to  acquaint  Lordship  that  Y^es- 
terday  a Motion  was  made  in  the  xYssembly  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a Bill  “For  Granting  to  His  Majesty  certain  Duties  upon 
all  Goods,  Wares  A Merchandizes  whatsoever,  which  may  be 
Ex])orted  from  this  Province,  of  the  Growth  or  Production 
thereof  as  the  luitio  for  the  Contribution  of  Georgia  to  the 
General  Charge  of  the  Empire”  A which  was  agreed  to  Neni: 
Con:  A a Committee  appointed  to  prepare  A bring  in  the 
same  A which  I hope  we  shall  be  able  to  get  carried  through. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord,  Y"our  Lordshijxs 

most  obhged  A Obed*  Serv^ 

Ja.  Wkic.ht. 

The  Bight  Hon'^^"  Lord  G.  Germain 

His  ^Majesty’s  Princi]>al  Hecretary  of  State  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 


[^h  ah), -Set  I j 

11  31st  March, 
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LETTERS  FROxM  SIR  JAMES  WRIGHT. 


GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  G.  GEi;- 

MAIN.^ 

25  Feb.  1781. 

Savanah  in  Georgia  the  25tli  of  Feb-'’  1781. 

My  Lord, 

Yesterday  I had  tlie  Honor  to  receive  Your  Lordship’s  1»  t- 
ter  Eelative  to  Lady  Himtiiigdoii’s  Property  at  the  Orphaii 
House  A I have  Iiujuired  about  it  A find  Mr.  Baillie  lia.l 
Charge  of  it,  I believe  from  Col.  Canij)bell,  and  that  Mi. 
Piercy  before  he  left  Carolina  gave  some  Power  to  Mr.  Taii- 
nall  A Mr.  Hall,  who  have  now  the  Management  of  it.  I shall 
Acquaint  Mr.  Baillie  with  her  Ladyships  Desire  as  aJso  lla 
other  Gentlemen  but  would  Eecommend  it  to  her,  to  send  a 
full  Power  of  Attorney  to  Messrs.  Tattnall  A Hall  (both  wv} 
Good  Men)  to  call  Mr.  Bailhe  to  an  account  for  his  Transac- 
tions Ac.  in  Case  he  Should  Eefuse  to  do  so. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

most  obliged  A obed^  Serv'^ 

Ja.  AVRiGiir, 

The  Eight  Honorable  Lord  George  Germain 
His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
For  America  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

\Iu(hjr8e(J\ 

E 10th  May. 


♦ l*.  U.  0.  Am.  A:  W.  Iml.  vol, 
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GOV.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GER- 
MAIN.^ 

5 Makch  1781. 

No.  37.  Savannah  IN  Geohgia  the  5th  of  March,  1781. 

31y  Loud,  Duplicate. 

On  the  24th  of  last  Month  I received  letters  from  Col. 
Greirson  who  Commands  tlie  Militia  at  A about  Augusta  A 
from  Col.  AVaters  who  Commands  the  Militia  on  the  Ceded 
Lands  Acquainting  me  that  some  small  Partvs  of  Rebels  had 
come  over  from  S^  Carolina  A had  gone  about  this  Province, 
on  the  Ceded  Lands,  <Sc  between  Augusta  A Little  River  A 
liad  assassinated  Eleven  People,  some  of  them  in  their 
Beds,  A that  the  People  Murdered  were  such  as  had 
very  early  shewn  their  Loyalty  and  attachment  to  Governm'^ 
A who  had  been  most  active  A useful  in  Reducing  the 
RebeUion  A who  were  Principally  to  be  depended  upon  for 
Magistrates  A Militia  olhcers  A for  keeping  the  back  Parts 
of  the  Provhice  in  Subjection  A Order — also  actpiainting  me 
that  Seven  armed  Rebels  went  to  the  House  of  Mr.  Moore, 
Major  of  the  Augusta  Regiment  of  Militia  A who  hves  within 
Five  Miles  of  Col.  Brown’s  Post  at  Augusta  and  first  de- 
manded his  arms  A his  Horses  A then  shot  him  with  a Pistol 
which  had  a brace  of  Bullets  in  it,  but  fortunately  on  seeing 
the  Pistol  i)reseiited  at  him,  he  instantly  Turned  or  Twisted 
his  Body  so  that  the  Bullets  only  grazed  on  his  Breast  A 
broke  his  Arm  between  his  AVrist  A his  Elbow.  Two  Partvs 
of  Militia  Immediately  went  out,  as  soon  as  the  first  jMurders 
were  kno\ni  to  have  been  Committed,  but  my  Lord  the  Vil- 
lains being  on  Horse  back  A the  Militia  on  Foot  there  is  very 
little  Chance  of  their  Coming  up  with  them  or  taking  any  of 
them. 

This  Base  Conduct  of  the  Rebels,  I consider  my  Lord,  as 
the  stroiigt'st  Proof  of  the  Ih'lu'llious  vSpirit  which  still  con- 
tinues aiaoiigst  many  of  the  People  and  that  as  they  are  not 
Strong  enough  to  retake*  the  Province  tlu'V  will  eiuleavc)ur  to 
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Murder  6c  Hamss  & Distress  His  Majesty’s  good  and  loyal 
Subjects — and  these  letters  niy  Lord  were  followed  by  l^cii- 
tions  from  several  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  back  Countia. 
Setting  Forth  their  Distressed  Situation  6c  Praying  for  Iki*- 
tection  and  on  the  27th  of  last  Month  I received  the  Joint 
Addresses  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly,  Pepresenting  tin 
alarming  Situation  of  the  Province  and  the  inability  of  tin 
Country  6c  People  to  ProHde  for  the  Charge  of  Supporting  a 
Troop  of  Horse  and  Ilequesting  that  I would  liaise  one  and 
Draw  on  Government  for  the  Expence  a Copy  of  whicli  ! 
have  now  the  Honor  to  Inclose.  In  my  letters  No.  25  A'  27 
I hiclosed  Your  Lordship  Copys  of  some  letters  which  passed 
between  Earl  Cornwallis  6c  myself  Pelative  to  the  then  State 
of  the  Province’ & and  the  Establishment  of  Some  otliei 
Posts  here,  and  also  a Troop  of  Horse  on  which  I have  only 
to  observe  that  no  other  Post  whatever  has  been  Establisln  d 
in  this  Provhice,  but  at  Savannah  6c  Augusta,  and  I now  tak* 
the  Liberty^  to  Transmit  to  your  Lordship  an  Extract  of  in\ 
last  Letter  to  Lord  Cornwallis  on  the  subject  of  a Troo[)  "i 
Horse  dated  the  20th  of  Nov*^  last,  and  to  which  I receivedi 
no  answer  from  his  Lordship.  But  Colonel  Balfour  theCoin- 
mandant  of  Charles  Town  on  the  23rd  of  JaiE'’  wrote  to  na 
by  direction  of  Lord  Cornwallis  on  that  head,  an  Extract 
whereof  is  underneath  my  Letter  and  thus  Y^our  Lordsldp 
sees  Clearly  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  has  wholly  elecliia  •. 
to  give  us  any  assistance  in  that  way — and  I must  beg  k as' 
to  observe  that  altlio’  Col.  Balfour  mentions  a Strong  Po^t  at 
96  A it  was  intended  to  be  so,  when  he  ^\rote,  yet  that  is  n"t 
the  Case  for  the  7th  Begiment  which  was  to  have  Ileintbrccd 
it,  was  unfortunately"  disabled  6c  Prevented  from  going  there, 
being  almost  the  whole  of  them  either  killed  or  taken  by  th« 
Bebels,  and  I have  this  dav  received  accounts  from  Align 
that  Sunqjter,  Pickens,  Clarke  6c  others  are  Collecting  a l "V- 
midable  Force  in  order  to  Brmik  up  the  Back  Settlemmil-  n 
S'*  Carolina  A this  Province  A which  I am  very  a]>]nvheii^i^ ’ 
they'  may  do,  if  lu.J  morc^  as  I well  know  all  tlu'  Informal i'"  • 
A Conj])laints  A Distress  A'c.  to  boreal  Facts  A as  it  is  eleai.;* 
my  own  U[tiiiion  as  well  as  that  of  the  other  Braiu'hes  ol  t. 
Legislature,  that  Nothing  can  [uissibly  Proti'ct  His  iMaje-i.^ 
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Loyal  Subjects  & prevent  the  back  Parts  of  this  Province 
from  being  broke  up,  but  a Troop  of  Korse,  which  may  do 
so  if  (niy  tliiiiy  can,  and  as  I also  well  know,  that  if  the  Loyal 
Iidiabitants  are  th’ove  from  the  Back  Country,  it  will  soon  be 
tilled  with  Bebels  from  the  Carolinas  &c.  and  that  they  will 
become  Formidable  (k.  Endanger  the  Safety  of  the  whole 
Province,  Therefore  in  every  point  of  vieAV  it  appears  to  me 
to  be  absolutely  necessary  tfe  for  His  Majesty’s  Service  & the 
Safety  of  the  Province,  that  some  thing  should  be  immedi- 
ately done  for  the  Protection  of  the  People.  But  as  the  Ex- 
pence of  a Troop  of  Horse  will  be  very  great.  Sc  as  it  Avill 
take  a considerable  time  before  one  can  be  Baised  Sc  we 
have  no  Saddles  or  Accoutrements  to  Furnish  them  with 
(those  which  your  Lordship  Sent  out  in  the  Crown  Galley 
being  ordered  to  Charles  Town  Sc  I have  applied  for  some 
without  effect.)  Therefore  I have  with  the  Unanimous  ad- 
vice of  the  Council,  determined  upon  as  the  only  Step  Avhich 
can  be  taken  without  much  delay  to  choose  out  of  the  Militia, 
some  of  the  most  active  and  best  Men,  and  to  Mount  them 
on  their  own  Horses  & with  their  own  Arms.  Three 
Partys  of  Twenty  in  each  with  a Captain,  a Lieutenant  Sc  a 
Serjeant,  one  of  them  to  Bange  or  Scout  on  the  Ceded 
Lands,  one  in  St.  Paul’s  Parish  Sc  the  other  in  St. 
George’s  Parish,  and  to  join,  occasionally,  and  Ave  ex])ect  to 
get  them  to  do  this  duty  on  the  folloAving  Terms, — the  Captain 
7-()  p day,  the  Lieut.  4-G  the  Serjeant  2 and  the  Private  Men 
1-G,  they  finding  their  OAvn  Horses,  Anns  Sc  Provisions  Sc  for 
the  Expence  of  Avhich  I shall  be  under  the  necessity  of 
DraAving.  This  my  Lord  is  Meant  Sc  intended  only  as  a 
Succedaneum  to  kee[)  the  Peojde  together  Sc  the  Back 
Country  fr’oni  being  broke  up,  untill  His  Majesty’s  Iffeasure 
be  knoAV'ii  on  this  matter  A Avhether  a Troo])  of  Horse  is  to 
i>e  Established  or  the  Partys  of  the  iMilitia  to  be  contiiiiu'd 
or  not,  and  in  the  mean  time  If  things  proA’e  more  Favorable 
Hian  at  Prestmt  Ave  liave  Bi'asou  to  Exp^'et,  tlie  IMilitia  will 
be  Di.scharged  and  1 Trust  for  the  Bi'asons  givcm  and  others 
that,  may  occur  to  Your  Lordshi]>,  His  ^laji'sty  will  lu' 
graciously  pleased  to  approve  of  Avhat  I have  doin'  A'  to  Es- 
tablish a Troop  of  Horse  in  this  Province,  but  if  unfortunately 
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it  slioukl  happen  otherwise,  there  can  be  no  very  gi’eat  K\- 
])ence  mcurred  by  the  Pay  of  the  Militia  before  His  Majesty's 
Orders  can  be  Sent  ct  received  by  me. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

most  obliged  and  obedient  Serv‘ 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Rigid  Hon^^®  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Maj*^'^  Principal  Secretary  of  State  &c.  &c.  &c, 
[Indorsed] 

R 19th  May. 

(Dup — Grig'  not  rec'^) 


ADDRESS  TO  THE  UPPER  A COMMONS  HOUSES 
OF  ASSEMBLY. 

[In  Sir  Jas.  MYight’s  (No.  37)  of  5th  March  17S1.] 
Georgia. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  James  'Wright  Bart  Captain  Genei  a! 
A Governor  in  Chief  in  A over  His  Majesty’s  Proviiier  • >! 
Georgia,  Chancellor  Ydce  Admiral  A Ordinary  of  the  Saiiit  . 
The  Humble  Address  of  the  Upper  and  Commons  Houses  ct 

xYssembly. 

May  it  Please  your  Excellency 
We  His  Majesty’s  most  Dutifull  A Loyal  Subjects,  th* 
Members  of  both  Houses  of  Lc'gislature  in  General  AsseinM' 
Met,  think  it  our  Duty  to  Lay  before  Y^our  Exeelh'iiey  ti. 
Present  alanning  Situation  of  this  Province,  in  which  Sina!- 
Partys  of  Rebels  Secrete  themselves  A from  time  to  tiiia 
iMimh'r  Sueli  of  His  51a  ji  st \ \s  Snbjecds  as  liaw  l»eeii  .a 
Loyal  A aetivt'  in  Sii])porting  his  (hoa'iiinient  A'  authority. 

It  is  with  the  Utmost  Conemi  wc>  ae([uaint  your  Ex‘ ' 
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lencj  that  within  a few  days  last  Past,  Eleven  Men  of  Char- 
acter and  Loyalty  have. been  Separately  assassinated,  when 
they  apprehended  themselves  to  be  in  Perfect  Security,  and 
we  are  thoroughly  Convinced  that  None  of  His  Majesty’s 
Subjects  ill  this  ProHnce  will  be  safe  for  a Moment  unless  a 
Troop  of  Horse  is  raised  to  Scour  the  Country  & break  up 
those  Partys  of  Pebels  who  skulk  about  in  the  Woods  A: 
Swamps  tfe  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  attacking 
Men  Separately  & at  their  own  Homes. 

We  beg  leave  to  Represent  to  Your  Excellency  that  this 
Province  is  so  much  Impoverished  by  the  Devastations  Com- 
mitted by  the  French  ct  Rebels  during  the  late  Siege  cV:  also 
by  the  Constant  Incursions  of  Plundering  Partys  that  the 
Legislature  hath  not  even  to  this  Hour  been  able  to  Fall  on 
the  Means  of  Providing  for  the  Common  Current  Expences 
of  this  Country  much  less  is  it  in  the  Power  of  the  Province 
to  defray  the  Charges  of  a Body  of  Horse  to  Prevent  the 
Rebels  from  entirely  Breaking  up  the  Country  k Murdering 
every  Loyalist  one  after  another.  And  therefore  Ave  do  most 
earnestly  Request  Your  Excellency  fortliAvith  to  Raise  a Troop 
of  Horse  Consisting  of  at  least  Sixty  Privates  and  to  druAv  on 
the  Mother  Country  for  the  Support  of  it  more  Especially  as 
Earl  CoriiAvallis  hath  Declined  to  Give  any  assistance  of  that 
Sort  Notwithstanding  the  Frecpient  applications  you  have 
made  to  his  Lordship  for  that  Purpose. 

By  order  of  the  Up[)er  House 

JOHN  GRAHAM,  President. 
Feb"  27th,  1781. 

By  order  of  the  Commons 
House  of  Assembly 

Samuel  Forley  Speaker, 
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GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  G.  GEE- 

MAIN.^ 

9 Maecii  1781. 

No.  38.  Savannah  in  Geoegia  the  9th  of  March  1781. 
My  Loed,  ‘ Duplicate. 

On  the  6th  lust.  I did  myseK  the  Honor  of  writing  to  your 
Lordship  in  which  I gave  your  Lordship  Some  Account  of 
the  Situation  of  affairs  in  this  Pro\Tiice  A that  I found  myself 
under  an  absolute  Necessity  of  Mounting  Some  Party’s  of 
the  Militia,  Officers  A all  to  the  Number  of  Sixty  Nine  A I 
much  vish  I may  be  able  to  stop  here,  for  the  gi'eat  Distaiiet' 
Lord  Cornwallis  is  from  this  Province  A the  weakness  of  our 
Posts  here,  Say  at  Savannah  A Augusta  A also  the  wealaies^ 
of  the  Posts  in  S*^  Carolina,  give  great  Encouragement  to  all 
Eebels  A disaffected  Persons  to  Collect  A attempt  to  Dis- 
turb A Break  up  the  Settlements  A if  there  should  be  a 
necessity  to  tium  out  the  Militia,  they  will  certainly  Expia-t 
Pay  A Subsistence  whilst  on  actual  duty  A we  have  it  not  tt) 
give  them. 

On  the  Gtli  Inst,  my  Lord  I assented  to  five  Bills  and  havr 
the  Satisfaction  to  Accpiaint  your  Lordship  that  one  of  tlu'iii 
is  Intitled  “An  Act  for  Granting  to  His  Majesty  Certain 
Duty’s  upon  all  Goods,  Wares  A Merchanchse  of  the  Grovtli 
or  Production  of  this  Province  which  may  be  Exported  from 
hence,  as  the  Contribution  of  Georgia  to  the  General  Charg*- 
of  the  British  Empire,”  these  Duties  my  Lord  His  Majestv  > 
Loyal  Subjects  in  this  Province  have  Freely  A Cheerfully 
Given  A Granted  A Humbly  beg  that  His  Majesty  will  b< 
Graciously  Pleased  to  Condescend  to  accept  of  the  same  a.>  a 
small  Token  of  tlieir  Gratitude  to  His  Majesty  A' Affection  t** 
tlie  ^lother  (’ountry — a duty  of  5 ]>er  Cent  was  proposed  but 
the  greatly  distress('d  retlueed  A exhausted  State  ot  tK* 
Province  it  was  thought  would  not  admit  of  laying  on 
large  a Duty  at  Present,  and  therefore  it  is  only  two  ami  ■ 
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half  p.  Cent.  Another  is  entitled  “An  Act  for  securing  His 
Majesty’s  Government  and  the  Peace  of  this  Province  A for 
the  more  Eftectual  Protection  of  the  King’s  Loyal  Subjects 
here  against  the  wicked  Attempts  A designs  of  the  Piebels  A 
other  Disaftected  Persons  A for  other  Puiposes  hereinafter 
mentioned.”  From  the  great  number  of  Sculking  Kebels  A 
Disaffected  Persons  remaining  in  this  ProGnce  I saw  my 
Lord  that  it  was  impossible  for  His  Majesty’s  Loyal  Subjects 
to  remain  in  any  tolerable  degree  of  Peace  or  Security  and 
therefore  proposed  this  Law  to  Enable  the  Inhabitants  to 
take  up  and  secure  all  Bebels  A Persons  guilty  of  Harbour- 
ing, Concealing,  aiding  or  assisting  Rebels  A Plunderers  or 
giving  them  Intelligence  A to  compell  them  to  remove  out  of 
the  Province — I judged  it  also  Necessary  to  prevent  the  Jews 
who  formerly  resided  here  from  Returning  or  others  from 
Coming  to  Settle  here.  For  these  People  my  Lord  were 
found  to  a Man  to  have  been  violent  Rebels  A Persecutors 
of  the  King’s  Loyal  Subjects  A however  this  Law  may  appear 
at  first  Sight,  be  assured  my  Lord  that  the  times  require  these 
Exertions  A without  which  the  Loyal  Subjects  can  have  no 
Peace  or  Security  in  this  Province.  , 

“An  Act  for  supplying  the  Loss  of  such  of  the  Bonds  A 
Mortgages  that  were  executed  by  the  Debtors  of  the  Pubhc 
to  the  Commissioners  of  the  General  loan  office  of  the 
ProGnce  of  Georgia,  as  are  now  unsatisfied  A for  making  tlie 
Ledger  or  Account  Book  of  the  said  Commissioners,  begin- 
ning the  17th  day  of  February  17G9  A Ending  the  17th  day 
of  September  1775  Evidence  in  all  Courts  of  Law  A Equity 
in  this  ProGnce  for  the  purpose  of  Recovering  the  Mone}'S 
due  to  the  Public  A for  other  Purposes  hereinafter  mentioned.” 
By  an  Act  of  Assembly  passed  in  1760  and  Confirmed  by 
His  Majesty  L7410  Sfr'  was  allowed  to  be  issued  A to  be  Sent 
out  on  Bonds  A Mortgages  on  an  Interest  of  Six  per  Cent  to 
such  Persons  as  applied  to  the  Commissioners  to  Borrow  the 
snuie,  1)ut  not  nun'('  than  St- to  on(‘ P(M-son  and  w'  '‘  Bonds 
A S(H‘urity’s  IMl  int(^  the  Hands  of  tlu'.  Rebvls  and  bdiig 
Ijost  or  carried  away  A destroyed  tlie  Party’s  R('fus('d  Pay- 
imait  unlt'ss  tlu'ir  Bonds  A Si'eurity’s  wtav  delivt'red  u})  to 
them  A tlie  Ledger  or  Book  mentioned,  having  bec'ii  Preserved 
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by  a Gentleman  wlio  is  a Friend  to  Government,  he  has 
delivered  up  the  same  Sc  we  thought  it  very  Necessary  Sc  Just 
Sc  Equitable  that  a Law  should  be  passed  for  the  Puiq)ost‘ 
afs‘h 

“An  Act  for  the  Belief  of  the  People  called  Quakers.”  The 
Quakers  in  this  Pro^ance  in  general  my  Lord  have  behavi'd 
very  w’ellA  shevai  their  Loyalty  Sc  attachment  to  Government, 
for  which  reason  some  of  them  Suffered  a long  Imprisonment 
in  Charles  Town  Sc  many  have  been  Plundered  Sc  alniost 
Buined  by  the  Bebels  of  this  Province  Sc  as  several  of  them 
have  ability’s  Sc  are  sufficiently  qualified  for  Public  Employ- 
ments we  thought  it  an  Act  of  common  Justice  to  them  Sc  foi- 
His  Majesty’s  Service  to  Pass  the  above  Law  in  their  favour. 

“An  Act  to  Explain  Amend  Sc  reduce  into  one  Act  of 
Assembly  the  several  Laws  Parts  of  Laws  now  in  being, 
relating  to  the  Erecting  Sc  Keeping  in  Bepair  Fortificati(uis 
Sc  other  works  of  Defence  in  this  Province  Sc  for  other 
purposes  herein  after  mentioned.” 

The  Several  Laws  relative  to  these  Matters  were  not 
altogether  Clear  Sc  some  Clauses  were  intermixed  in  tlu‘ 
Militia  Laws  Sc  wheii  the  New  Works  round  the  Town  wc're 
finished  it  became  Necessary  that  proper  Powers  should  bt‘ 
given  Sc  an  officer  a]>pointed  to  see  that  no  Damage  is  doin' 
to  them  by  ill  disposed  Persons  and  for  these  Beasons  my 
Lord  this  Law  was  Framed.  I shall  order  Co])ys  to 
prepared  and  transmitted  to  your  Lordship  as  soon  as  ma\ 
be  Sc  ho})e  when  they  come  to  be  examined  and  duly  c')ii- 
sider’d  they  will  appear  to  be  such  as  will  meet  with  Hi'- 
Majesty’s  Boyal  approbation. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

most  obliged  and  obed^  S(U’v‘ 

Ja.  Wiiir.HT. 

The  Bight  Hon’’’*’  Lord  Geiu'ge  Germain 

Hi-^  ^ Principal  Seio'etary  of  State  A'c.  A'c.  See. 

I lii(/nrsf’(/  \ 

B llMh  May. 

(Dup.  Orig‘ not  reced.) 
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GOV.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GER- 
MAIN.* 

2 ArEiL  1781. 

No.  39.  Sayanah  in  Georgia  the  2d  of  April  1781. 

My  Lord,  , Triplicate. 

I have  the  very  Great  Pleasure  to  Congi'atulato  jour  Lord- 
ship  on  the  Signal  Victory  obtained  by  Earl  Cornwalhs  over 
the  Rebel  Army  under  the  Command  of  General  Green  near 
Guildford  in  North  Carolina,  on  the  15th  of  last  month,  your 
Lordship  sees  by  the  Victories  lately  obtained  what  True 
Zeal  <fec.  will  do. 

Nothing  very  Mateiial  has  happened  in  this  Province  Since 
my  last  onlj’  that  a Plundering  Rebel  Party  fi-om  S”  Carolina 
of  about  Forty  five  Mem  well  Mounted  came  over  Savannah 
River  & Burnt  the  Houses  of  Major  DeU  (a  very  active  Militia 
Officer  & Friend  to  Government)  & three  or  four  Other 
Houses  in  the  Same  Neighbourhood,  about  Fifty  Miles  fi-om 
Savanah,  having  first  Plundered  them  of  every  thing  they 
Could  Cany  off — these  things  my  Lord  are  very  Distressing 
& Discouraging  to  the  Kings  Loyal  Subjects,  who  seem  to  be 
Singled  out  and  I hope  your  Lordship  will  be  con^finced  of 
the  Necessity  of  having  a Troop  of  Horse. 

A Spanish  Fleet  of  thirty  Eight  Sail  was  Discovered  the 
beginning  of  last  Month,  supposed  to  be  that  with  Don 
Galvez  going  against  Pensacola,  which  Occasions  Col.  Clarke 
who  Commands  the  Military  here  to  go  to  St.  Augustine  A 
Carry  a Part  of  our  Troops  with  him,  A I think  he  is  to  leave 
ns  in  two  or  three  days,  this  Gentleman  my  Lord  has  Con- 
ducted Matters  so  well,  that  we  have  l)een  very  happy 
togetlier  A what  makes  his  Departure  the  more  to  be  regetted 
is,  that  the  Command  of  the  Military  now  Devolves  on  a 
( Ifiitleman  V lio  is  a Foreigner.  Surely  i\Iy  Lord  tliis  is 
wrong,  and  wlnni  it  is  with  (Irt'at  Ditlieultv  that  things  ean  be 
k('pt  in  a Tolerabk^  Way,  where  the  Principal  olfiem  s on  Botli 
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sides  the  lines  of  autlionty,  & are  on  the  best  Terms 
Desirous  & Take  Pains  to  Avoid  Altercation,  what  is  it  to  be 
Expected  Now  ? and  I have  been  Informed  that  the  Forei^iers 
in  General  have  an  Idea  that  they  are  totally  Exempt  from 
all  Civil  Power  or  Authority  Avhatever,  and  I much  fear  Disa- 
greeable things  may  happen  which  may  affect  the  Peace  of 
the  Province,  A His  Majesty’s  Service.  I Inclose  your  Lord- 
ship  a Copy  of  what  I have  wrote  Lord  CoriiAvallis  on  tlif‘ 
Occasion,  A sidjmit  the  same  to  your  Lordship’s  Su})erior 
Judgment. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
^ly  Lord  Your  Lordships  • 

most  obliged  A obed*  Serv^ 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Right  Honorable  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretary  of  State  Ac.  Ac.  A'C. 

[ImJorml] 

R 7th  June. 


GOY.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GER- 
MAIN.” 

9 April  1781. 

No.  40.  Savanah  in  Georgia,  the  9th  of  April  1781. 

My  Lord,  Duplicate. 

I hav('  now  the  Honor  to  Transmit  to  Your  Loi'dshi]>  a 
Co])y  of  the  Act  “For  Granting  to  His  ^Majesty  Certain  duties 
U])on  all  Goods,  Wares  A "Mi'i'chandizi's  of  the  Growth  or 
Production  nf  this  Fro\  incc*  wliieli  may  bt‘  H\port(‘d  ficiii 
hence  as  tin'  Contribution  of  (u'oi'gia  to  tin'  (li'in'ral  Charge 
of  tlic  Rritisli  Ihnpire.”  Tln'se  I)utit‘s  my  Loid  His  ]\Iaj»‘.''t\  > 
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Loyal  Subjects  in  tins  Pro^unce  have  most  Freely  Cheerfully 
Giyen  Sc  Granted  Sc  Humbly  hope  his  Majesty  will  be 
Graciously  Pleased  to  Condescend  to  Accept  of  the  Same,  as 
a Small  Token  of  their  Gratitude  to  His  Majesty  Sc  Affection 
for  the  Mother  Countiy.  a Duty  of  five  p Cent  was  Proposed 
but  the  j]^eatly  Distressed  Keduced  Sc  Exhausted  State  of 
the  ProHnce,  it  was  thought  w^ould  not  admit  of  Laying  on 
so  large  a Duty  at  Present  and  therefore  it  is  only  two  Sc  an 
half  p Cent.  But  my  Lord  the  Example,  the  Precedent  I 
look’t  upon  as  the  Principal  object  and  which  was  opposed 
by  some  for  a while  but  at  length  the  Measure  was  unani- 
rnou.dif  agi’eed  to,  and  as  the  Foundation  is  now  laid  I Pre- 
sume it  will  be  no  difficult  matter  to  Baise  the  Duty  when 
the  ProHnce  is  at  Full  Peace  Sc  begins  to  People  again  Sc 
Becoyer  its  Produce  Sc  Trade. 

On  my  Coming  out  to  this  ProHnce,  your  Lordship  was 
Pleased  to  Authorize  me  to  declare  to  the  Legislature  That  the 
Net  Produce  of  Duties  Imposed  by  Parliament  for  the  Begula- 
tion  of  Commerce  would  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  ProHnce. 

and  that  His  Majesty  in  Order  to  Ease  his  Loyal  Subjects 
here,  graciously  intended  to  Bemit  all  arrears  of  Quit  rents  A 
Proposed  that  all  Such  as  may  become  due  hereafter,  shall 
also  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Province. 

And  that  all  Fines  and  Forfeitures  which  shall  happen, 
arise  or  become  due  to  His  Majesty,  shall  likewise  be  Applied 
in  the  Same  Manner. 

all  which  I Bepresented  to  them  as  Matters  of  Special 
Grace  Sc  Favour  of  the  Crown,  and  which  deserved  their 
Warmest  AcknoAvledgments. 

Wherefore  I must  beg  leave  to  Bemind  Your  Lordship  of 
these  things  and  that  I have  not  yet  Beceived  any  authority 
fi-om  His  Majesty  for  carrying  His  most  Gracious  intentions 
into  Execution. 

I take  the  Liberty  to  Inclose  Your  Lordship  an  abstract  of 
a Meimnhil  of  Lt'wis  .lolnison  Es(p  Public  Tivasunn*  bv 
whi(‘h  your  Lordsliip  will  S('o  his  Claim  to  havt'  all  tlui  Clonic'S 
arising  from  tin' above  Funds  Paid  into  his  office.  But  tin' 
Uec(‘iv(‘r  of  th('  King’s  Casual  Bevenuo  C’laims  to  Ih'Ct'ive 
them  in  the  first  Instance.  I am  therefore',  to  Pu'tpu'st  Your 
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Lordship’s  Directions  whether  the  Money  arising  by  the 
Duties,  Fines  etc.  are  first  to  be  Paid  to  the  King’s  Keceiver 
of  His  Casual  Kevenue,  and  then  by  him  to  be  Paid  over  to 
the  Treasurer,  as  I Presume  this  will  Occasion  a Deduction 
of  Double  Commissions,  Yiz:  Five  p Cent  wiU  be  stopt  by 
the  Casual  Keceiver  & and  then  five  p Cent  more  by  the 
Treasurer,  and  so  of  the  Quit  Kents. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  vdth  Perfect  Esteem , 

My  Lord,  Your  Lordships 

most  Obliged  ct  Obed*  Serv^ 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Plight  Hon'''*"  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Maj^^’^  Principal  Secretary  of  State  <tc.  &c.  &c. 

K 5th  June. 


GOV.  SIK  JAS.  WKIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOKD  G.  GEK- 

MAIN.^ 

24  April  1781. 

No.  41.  S A VAN  AH  IN  Georgia  the  24th  April  1781. 

My  Lord, 

Since  my  Last  of  the  ninth  Instant  I have  received  sonu' 
very  Alarming  Accounts  from  Augusta,  A other  Parts  of  tlu‘ 
Province,  and  have  Kea.son  to  believe  that  there  are  a Great 
Many  Kebels  in  arms  in  different  Parts  of  S'*  Carolina,  A in 
this  Province.  The  very  gi'cat  Distance  Lord  Cornwallis  and 
his  Army  are  at  Gives  every  opportunity  to  the  Disafiectedto 
Collect  A jMu]‘(lcr,  Pluiah'r  Ac.  in  a most  cniel  A slu^cking 
manner,  and  those  ('hietly  tin'  Loyal  Inhabitants,  and  1 am 
afraid  our  Si'vm-al  Posts  are  too  weak  to  afford  a Di'tachnnmt 
to  go  against  them,  and  upon  the  whole  my  Lord,  thi^ 
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Province  is  Reduced  to  a Most  Distressed  I may  say  Pre- 
carious Situation,  and  all  this  for  want  of  a Little  assistance, 
had  the  Method  I Proposed  at  first  after  the  Siege  been 
attended  here,  that  is  a Corps  of  one  Hundred  Fifty 
Horse  been  Established — Georgia  would  by  this  time  have 
been  entirely  at  Peace  & in  Security  & Great  Numbers  of 
Good  Sc  Loyal  Subjects  would  have  Elock’t  in  to  Settle  here, 
& the  Troops  might  now^  have  beem  Emjdoyed  Elsewhere. 

But  for  want  of  that,  your  Lordship  Sees  what  Distresses 
the  Loyal  Inhalutants  have  Suffered  & now  daily  do  & we 
can  get  no  assistance  or  support,  and  wdiich  Compels  me  to 
Endeavour  to  Raise  some  Horse  or  the  Province  will  be 
totally  broke  up  Sc  Lost. 

I cannot  better  Describe  our  Present  Situation  than  by 
Transmitting  to  your  Lordship  the  Inclosed  Copy  of  a letter 
I wrote  yesterday  to  Earl  Cornwallis  and  to  AVhich  I beg 
leave  to  Refer  your  lordship. 

I am  afi’aid  of  Missing  the  opportunity  therefore  obliged  to 
conclude,  iind 

have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

most  obliged  Sc  obed^  Serv‘ 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Right  Hon''’"'  Lord  George  Germain 
His  IMaj*'-'’  Piincipal  Secretary  of  State 
for  America  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 


[Indorsed] 
R 5th  June. 
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GOV.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GER- 
MAIN.* 

1 May  1781. 

No.  42.  Savannah  in  Georgia  the  1st  of  May  1781. 

My  Lord, 

I had  the  Honor  to  receive  yonr  Lordship’s  letter  of  tlic 
3d  of  Jamiaiy  N*",  11  and  am  extremely  son:y  to  acquaint 
Your  Lordship  that  Things  are  by  no  means  in  that  Peaceable 
& Secure  State  that  your  Lordship  Supposes  and  Expects, 
indeed  I may  say  quite  the  Reverse  & I momently  expect  to 
hear  that  Augusta  is  attacked  again  k have  too  much  reasrni 
to  believe  the  Post  at  Ninety  six  cannot  now'  assist  them.  We 
have  done  all  w'e  could  both  by  Law's  k such  Exertions  as  the 
Militia  could  make,  but  they  are  now  Fatigued  <fe  w'om  out 
by  continual  Alarms  Ac.  k so  many  good  men  have  been 
lately  k are  daily  Assassinated  that  People  begin  to  be  afraid 
to  stand  Forth. 

For  our  Numbers,  I dare  Venture  to  say  that  the  King  lias 
a large  Proportion  of  Loyal  Subjects  here,  and  wlio  have 
Exerted  beyond  wdiat  could  have  been  Expected  k this 
w'ithout  Pay  or  Subsistence  k they  are  still  w'illing  to  do  it 
from  Principles  of  Loyalty  as  w’ell  as  their  own  Interest  A' 
begin  to  think  they  have  not  had  that  Assistance  Necessary 
and  deserved,  and  believe  me  my  Lord  this  Province  is  in 
gi*eat  Danger.  I liave  frequently  given  your  Lordslii])  A' 
Lord  Cornwallis  the  best  k Clearest  Information  I possiblv 
could  of  the  Situation  of  affairs  here  k it  gives  me  gn*at 
concern  to  find  my  Representations  have  had  so  little  w’eight 
k most  heartily  wish  the  Consequences  of  it  may  not  lu*  of 
the  most  serious  Nature. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord,  Your  Lordships 

most  obliged  k obed*  Serv‘ 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Right  Hoid’*''  Lord  Geo.  Germain 

His  Maj^'’^  Principal  Secretary  of  State  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

{ \ 

R 4th  August. 


; iii5/»r;^?>fi  S ' vi^  m^v^t^vit^i^lf ^ 


S'  , - ,^,,™ 

ftmf^  4'  «w«d  -^4  ■"^"'  "* 

J ^•^^$dn'kt  [dtf^  ■ 4i4ifiM 

sLui:d«  eds  o^  iii^d  i 


fir.d  ?^uiH  aif  oi  maimV  &r^'’P'^m^(mi^  W w . . 

^A  4^  "^(;ikv»il  lo  adiqiffe^  ftioii'^ 

^,vr  ^ ooim^tiiatiA  M^  f>^jf  l0a 

ij'i  ■ «2  h^ifki  Tm'^m  i*it«  f 

A ffiikiitoJ 

yJ*li«Hpq^I  aohfianc)l|jI  imiii^D  4“"i^df  Sil|  ^fiirisrmioO  b tcnl  ^ 

,°'''  .gi(ft<^!^'|fe  e^^di.irtbB^jilo^i^M  'ottiilo  fiij^ 

i »l;^mr^{i4il  08^  bijif  8«0f ^ fnof>mx>  ^ ^ 

4 Jo  i^a00O])^Mlao^  dttt  iMw 


'taooi&E  Jo9li?»fE  ilihr  eircjI  toiioH  otf^  ovjsdf  1 

jOToiaW  >aI.^.  *2  '-'  i*'  , f . - 

.^■^:«ltf':!^'' pm^ho  .OoO' l>tC^'^'teiC , 


*3^W- 


■*  rt  - V?!^'  *~S,«^I^*''. .., 

PmwHiKvr  ,nraMiHiss«  -i: 


I'V'i; 


.ia-  ■#?, 


‘ Jiflt  ,i«t  ,.J«dl  hW  a . 


LETTERS  FROM  SIR  JA3IES  WRIGHT. 


349 


GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  G.  GEE- 

MAIN.* 

5 May  1781. 

No.  43.  Savannah  in  Georgia  the  5th  of  May  1781. 

Mt  Lord, 

Your  Lordship’s  Letter  of  the  7th  of  Febmary  No.  12  I 
have  had  the  Honor  to  receive — Certainly  the  Progress  of 
the  King’s  Army  in  N®.  Carohna  has  been  Eapid  A the 
Advantages  over  the  Eebels  very  great  A Lord  Cornwallis  A 
his  Army  have  acquired  Laurels  A much  Honor  but  my  Lord 
the  Consequences  have  not  been  such  as  were  wished  A 
expected.  With  respect  to  the  particular  Circumstances  of 
Affairs  there,  they  do  not  lye  with  me  to  touch  upon,  where- 
fore I shaU  confine  myself  to  my  own  Department  A such 
Matters  as  more  immediately  affect  it. 

Your  Lordship  may  rest  assured  that  the  Eelellion  is  not 
intirely  Quelled  in  Carolina  far,  very  far  from  it,  on  the 
Contrary  I am  informed  A believe  that  the  Country  Peoj)le 
hi  General  are  in  Arms  again  A Eipe  for  a Eevolt  A the 
Communication  between  this  A Cha”  To^vm  is  intirely  cut  off 
by  Land  A also  the  Inland  Passage  by  Water  A Nothing  can 
pass  but  round  by  Sea. 

The  King  my  Lord  has  many  good  A Faithful  Subjects 
here  who  have  A wiU  do  every  thing  in  their  Power  to  Support 
His  Majesty’s  Goveriff.  Your  Lordship  seems  to  sup}>ose  this 
Province  well  Settled  A full  of  Inhabitants, — it  was  so  hvre- 
tofore^  but  is  not  so  at  })resent.  they  are  gi’catly  reduced  A 
ti  e Country  is  now  very  thinly  settled  and  in  the  Pack  Parts 
there  are  many  Eebels  still. 

Sti'ong  Partys  of  Ih'bols  art'  Continually  coming  over  from 
Carolina,  Mui’dm’ing  l>y  Assassination  whom  they  Please  or 
can  come  at  A disarming  ^ ff'^ying  others  under  Parole  A 
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it’s  impossible  to  prevent  them  without  Horse  men,  and  thus 
this  Pro\ince  is  weakened  Sz  in  danger  of  being  lost,  mv 
Information  is,  and  I Vjelieve  it  that  five  hundred  Ilebels  hav<‘ 
been  sometime  Encampt  about  seven  miles  on  this  side  of 
Augusta  waiting  for  a Eeinforcement  A that  Two  Hundred 
well  mounted  & appohited  are  in  St.  George’s  Parish  about 
80  miles  from  hence  in  the  way  towards  Augusta,  Murdering 
Plundering,  Laying  Waste  & doing  all  the. Mischief  they 
Possibly  can  particular^  to  the  MTieat  Fields  A Provisions 
A as  I have  frequently  ^Tote  A lamented  we  have  no  assist- 
ance or  protection  but  a small  Force  here  and  at  Augusta  A 
the  latter  I expect  is  now  invested  and  we  caimot  from  either 
of  the  Posts  spare  any  men  to  go  out  against  them. 

The  Assembly  my  Lord  have  come  into  all  the  Measures 
Proposed  for  His  Majesty’s  Service  and  which  it  Avas  judg’d 
might  be  conducive  to  the  security  A tranquillity  of  the 
Province  but  alass  my  Lord  that  Avill  not  do  Avithout  Trooi)s 
without  an  armed  Force. 

It  gives  me  gi*eat  Pain  my  Lord  to  Avu’ite  unpleasant  Things, 
but  my  Duty  to  the  King  A to  the  Truly  Loyal  A Suffer iiig 
People  here  oblige  me  to  represent  the  Situation  of  Atfaiis 
once  more  Faiily  A Avithout  Disguise  I am  no  Soldier  my  Lord 
but  I ahvays  thought  A still  do  that  it  Avould  have  been  nioi'e 
for  His  Majesty’s  Service  to  have  secured  Effeduulhj  Avliat 
Avas  liVfhtcccJ  A to  liaA^e  made  these  ProA'inces  usefull 
serviceable  to  the  Mother  Country  by  Trade  A Agiiciiltniv 
and  if  S'^  Carolina  and  this  Province  had  been  ircll  Frof(.yh<^ 
the  Distressed  Loyal  Subjects  Avould  have  Flocked  into  them 
from  all  Parts  of  America  and  they  Avould  soon  have  bemi 
capable  of  Protecting  them  and  Contributed  toAvards  tht* 
General  Expence  of  the  British  Empire  and  the  Exaniph'  I 
humbly  conceiA'e  AA'ould  have  had  the  best  Efiect  on  tlu 
Ivebellious  Colonies.  If  I have  Presumed  too  far  in  gi' 
my  Sentiments  my  Plea  is,  and  Avhich  I doubt  not  but  Hi'' 
^laj('sty  (if  lie  condescends  to  nvid  this  [.('tter)  Avill  h* 
graciously  ]>h‘ased  to  admit  of,  that  it  ]>roceeds  from  an  Hom"'i 
Zeal  for  His  iMajt'sty's  Sc'ix  icc' and  a Conscii'in-ious  Disciiarc’ 
of  my  Duty,  and  it  a[>pears  to  mo  that  Kotliing  can  save  thi' 
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Province  but  the  greatest  Exertions  in  our  Power  to  make  & 
for  the  Expence  of  which  I must  Draw  on  Government. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem, 

My  Lord,  Your  Lordships 

most  obliged  & obed*  Serv*^ 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Eight  Hon’"^^“  Lord  Geo.  Germain 

His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretary  of  State  <fcc.  &c.  <fec. 

[Indorsed] 

E 4th  August. 


GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  G.  GEE- 

IVIAIN.* 

25  May  1781. 

No.  44.  Savanah  in  Georgia  the  25th  of  May  1781. 

My  Lord, 

Inclosed  your  Lordship  will  receive  a Copy  of  a Minute  of 
Council  of  the  8th  instant  with  my  letter  to  Colonel  Porbeck 
cV:  his  xVnswer  to  me  from  which  your  Lordship  will  See  that 
every  Etibrt  was  used  to  Eaise  or  Collect  a Force  to  Drive  the 
Eebels  out  of  the  Province,  and  Eelieve  Augusta,  but  that  it 
was  not  Possible  to  do  it,  the  Garrison  having  been  so  much 
Eeduced  A Weakened. 

and  Militia  if  we  had  had  a Sufficient  Number  A xVrms  Ac.  | 

to  Give  tliem  (which  we  have  not)  are  not  to  be  Trusted  or 
Depended  upon  without  Eegulars  to  Countenance  A Support 
tlu'iii.  * 

I Immediately  Sent  offi  an  Express  to  Cob  Balfour  in  Charles 
Town  ;iiul  also  to  C'ol  tlark('  at  St.  Aiigustiiu',  acc^ualntiiig 
them  of  tlu'se  Ikiitieiilars,  and  all  I can  yd  say  is,  that  I am 
they  will  See  the  AVef-.s-.v/Zy  of  Sending  Succours. 


* l\  11.  0.  Am.  ii  W.  I ml.  vul. 
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Last  week  two  Eebel  Galleys  came  on  tlie  Coast  & went  in 
over  Ossabaw  Bar,  wliere  they  Captiu'ed  a Fine  large  ISliij* 
Loading  with  Lumber  for  the  West  Indies.  The  Ai’buthnot 
Galley  which  had  been  there  for  some  time,  was  almut  a 
Fortnight  before  ordered  away  to  Port  Iloyal.  But  the  other 
Sloop  which  arrived  three  or  four  days  after,  is  gone  out  in 
search  of  them,  it  is  very  Uncertain  whether  the  Ship  was 
earned  off  or  not,  there  being  different  Beports,  if  not  She 
may  be  Probably  Betaken. 

The  Assassinating  Partys  still  contmue  going  about  the 
Countiy — my  Lord  it  Gives  me  Great  Pain,  that  I have  it  n<;t 
in  my  Power  to  write  any  thing  Pleasant,  and  I know  it  must 
hiu’t  your  Lordship  to  Beceive  Continual  Disagreeal)lc 
Accounts,  and  I Assure  you  it  hurts  me  much  more  to  Write 
them,  but  it  is  my  Dufy  to  State  Facts  A Give  a Tme  Account 
of  all  Occurrences,  I must  not,  I wiU  not,  I never  did  Deviate 
from  the  Truth,  and  I am  Certain  your  Lordship’s  Candour 
will  approve  of  it. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord,  Your  Lordships 

most  obliged  A obed^  Serv‘d 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Bight  Honorable  Lord  George  Germain 
His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
For  Ameiica  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 


[IndorsciJ] 

B 30th  Nov*'. 
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GOV.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO.  SEC.  LORD  G.  GER- 
MAIN.* 

30  May  1781. 

No.  15.  Savanah  in  Georgia  the  21th  of  May  1781. 

My  Lord, 

Inclosed  your  Lordship  will  receive  a Copy  of  Colonel 
Balfour’s  letter  to  me  of  the  21st  of  May  in  Answer  to  Mine 
requesting  he  would  Send  assistance  to  Galphins  Fort  to  Col. 
Brown  at  Augusta,  A it  is  with  great  Concern  I now  accpiaint 
your  Lordship  that  the  OtHcer  Commanding  at  Galphins  Fort, 
where  the  Provisions  Stores  Indian  Goods  Ac.  Ac.  were 
deposited  Surrendered  to  the  Rebels  on  Capitulation  on 
Monday  the  21st  of  May,  and  a Man  from  Brcnvns  Fort  at 
Augusta  found  means  to  get  thro’  the  Rebel  Camp  of  friday 
Niglitthe  25tli  of  May  A came  to  Savanah  the  29th  by  whom 
we  learn  that  Brown  was  in  the  greatest  distress  A the  Trooi)S 
were  then  at  an  allowance  of  a Pint  of  Corn  a day  A had 
only  21  days  left  at  that  Rate  A it  is  not  Possible  for  us  to 
give  him  any  Relief  I have  Sent  two  Expresses  by  Land  to 
Col.  Clarke  at  St.  Augustine  A Prevailed  on  Capt.  Cryigk  of 
the  Otter  Sloop  to  go  there  A hope  he  w ill  Return  by  her  w ith 
the  Troo  )s  he  Carried  from  hence,  altho  I much  fear  it  will 
be  too  late  to  Relieve  Brown  Es|)ecially  as  the  Rebels  are 
hicreasing  every  day  Some  Say  1000  to  1200  A others  say 
1500. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  wdth  Perfect  Esteem, 

My  Lord,  Your  Lordships 

most  Obliged  A ObetV  Serv*^ 

Ja.  M'right. 

The  Plight  Hon’’*''  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Maj^^’”  Principal  Secretary  of  State  Ac.  Ac  Ac. 

R 30th  Nov*'. 
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GOY.  SIR  JA8.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  G.  GEE- 

MAIX.^ 

12  June  1781. 

No.  46.  Savanah  in  Georgia  tlie  12tli  June  1781. 

My  Lord, 

Colonel  Clarke  arrived  here  on  tlie  7tli  inst.  {ind  his  Men 
Landed  the  8th  and  Col.  Balfour  Sent  a Detachment  of  Eeii- 
nings  Coips  here  amoimtiiig  to  about  160  Eaiik  A File  ami 
Col.  Clarke  was  making  Bre})arations  to  march  to  the  Eelicf 
of  Col.  Brown  but  on  the  10th  inst.  we  received  the  very 
Disagreeable  Account  that  he  had  been  Eeduced  tu  ilit- 
Necessity  of  Capitulating,  and  that  after  they  had  Capitulated 
and  Laid  down  their  Anns,  Some  of  the  Eebels  shot  Col. 
Grierson  who  dyed  Instantly — we  do  not  yet  know  tlie 
Particulars  of  the  Terms,  nor  have  I received  any  Authentic 
Account  of  this  unfortunate  afiair,  but  it  comes  by  ditferent 
Hands  so  that  no  one  doubts  of  the  Truth  of  the  Eeport.  I 
met  the  Council  yesterday  A have  tlie  Honor  to  inch^se  your 
Lordship  a Copy  of  the  Eesolutions  on  the  State  of  Atlairs 
here  and  of  my  letters  to  Col.  Balfour  which  I have  this  day 
sent  to  Charles  Town  by  an  Express  Boat.  The  very  oi)poi- 
tune  arrival  of  the  Cork  Fleet  Avitli  the  Troo})s  1 hope  will 
once  more  rescue  these  Provinces  from  the  Hands  of  tin' 
Eebels. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  A^oiu-  Lordships 

most  obliged  A obed^  Serv^ 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Eight  Hoii'’''“  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Maj‘' Princi[)al  Secretiuy  of  State  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

E 30th  Nov’*. 
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SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  LIEUT.  COL.  BALFOUR.^ 

[In  Sir  Jcis.  Wright’s  (No.  46)  of  12tli  June  1781.] 

Savanah  the  11th  of  June  1781.  Triplicate. 
Sir, 

It  gives  me  the  greatest  Concern  to  Acquaint  you  of  the 
loss  of  Augusta  by  Colonel  Brown  being  reduced  to  the 
Necessity  of  Capitulating,  and  as  you  well  know  the  Conse- 
quences that  must  be  attendant  on  this,  I Need  say  little,  but 
must  observe  that  if  this  Province  is  not  Recovered  from  the 
Rebels  without  the  least  Delay,  I conceive  it  may  be  too  late 
to  Prevent  tlie  whole  from  l)eing  laid  waste  A totally  df^stroyed 
A the  People  Ruined,  we  are  now  in  a Most  wretched  situa- 
tion. I shall  not  reflect  on  the  Causes,  but  the  Grand  Point 
is  to  recover  back  what  Ave  lost  if  it  be  Possible  A to  Prevent 
further  Misfortunes  A injury  to  His  Majesty’s  Service — and 
on  receiving  the  very  Disagreeable  intelligence  from  Augusta, 
I took  the  Earliest  Op})ortmiity  to  Convene  His  Maj^-'’“  Council 
A have  their  Opinions  on  the  Present  very  Critical  State  of 
affairs  here — a Copy  of  which  I have  the  Honor  to  Inclose 
you — and  will  not  Suffer  my  Self  to  Entertain  the  least  doubt 
but  that  every  Exertion  Avill  be  made  A eA'ery  Necessary 
assistance  given  to  Enable  me  to  Hold  this  Province  Subject 
to  His  Majesty’s  Authority  I can  only  Represent  Facts  Avhicli 
it  is  my  Indispensable  Duty  to  do  and  Avhich  I have  hitherto 
from  time  to  time  done. 

our  Distresses  are  many  A how  to  Furnish  the  ^Militia  on 
actual  Duty  Avitli  Rations  I can’t  tell,  for  there  is  not  a single 
BaiTel  of  Beef  or  Pork  to  be  Purchased  here,  e\X'ii  if  I had 
the  Mnnvij  to  buy  it.  I trust  therefore  Sir  that  CircuinstaiRaal 
as  Ave  are,  you  AviU  think  it  for  His  Majesty’s  Service  A iH'ally 
Necessary  to  order  Some  of  the  Kings  Provisions  here,  for 
the  Support  of  tin'  Militia  (Ui  actual  S«'rvice.  The  Nmnla'r 
of  whic'h  1 tliink  will  lu'  at  least  what  is  nn'utioned  in  tln.^ 
Miiiiiti,'  of  Council,  lu'sidcs  those  in  A about  the  Town,  whic-h 
I Siq»pose  amount  to  IffK). 


V.  K,  0.  .Uu.  \ W.  lua.  Nul, 
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Poor  Grierson  was  Basely  Murdered  after  the  Capitulatiun 
Sc  laying  Down  his  arms  it  is  to  lie  hoped  this  worthy  Man'^ 
Death  will  not  Pass  without  due  Notice  & I shall  not  think 
Bro^v^l  Safe  till  I See  him. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  &c. 

Signed 

Ja.  Wright, 

Lieut.  Colonel  Balfour  See,  &c,  <fec. 


GOV.  SIK  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  G.  GEE- 

MAIN.* 

14  June  1781. 

No.  47.  Savanah  in  Georgl\  the  I4th  of  June  1781. 

My  Lord, 

Having  herewith  Inclosed  my  Memorial  to  the  Lords  i >f 
Treasury  Sc  the  Estimate  of  the  Expence  of  the  two 
Troops  of  Horse,  I am  Humbly  to  reipiest  that  ynwr 
Lordship  will  be  Pleased  to  a})prove  of  the  Same  andlha-om- 
mend  it  to  their  Lordships.  This  Step  was  delayed  to  tlf 
very  last,  indeed  much  too  Long,  in  hopes  of  getting  assistaiic-' 
some  other  way,  but  all  applications  were  in  vain. 

I have  the  Honor  to  bo  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord,  Your  Lordships 

most  obhged  Sc  Obed*  Serv* 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Eight  Hon’'*'  Lord  George  Germain 
His  Majesty’s  Princi])al  Secretary  of  State 
Eor  Aiiierica  iVc.  Ac.  Ac. 

{ In(hjrs<‘iJ] 

E 30th  Nov-- 


* r.  K.  0.  Am.  A W.  ImL  vol. 
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MEMOETAL  OF  GOY.  SIE  JAMES  WEIGHT.* 

[In  Sir  Jas.  Wriglit’s  (No.  47.)  of  14  June  1781.] 

To  tlie  Eight  Honorable  tlie  Lords 

Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury. 

The  Memorial  of  Sir  James  AYright 
Baronet,  Govemor  in  Chief  of  His 
Majesty’s  Province  of  Georgia 

Humbly  S^E^YETH, 

That  for  some  time  Past  great  Part  of  tlie  Inhabitants  in 
the  Province  of  S'^  Carolina  have  been  in  arms  and  Eipe  for  a 
General  Eevolt  from  their  Allegiance  & Obedience  to  His 
Majesty’s  Government,  and  which  Eevolt  hath  Since  taken 
Place.  That  Great  Numbers  of  them  came  over  Savanah 
Eiver  into  the  Province  of  Georgia,  where  they  Committed 
the  most  Savage  like  A Inhuman  Murders  on  Many  of  His 
Alaj^^''*’  Loyal  Subjects,  in  the  whole  within  two  months  Past, 
to  the  amount  of  very  near  one  Hundred.  That  they  Stir 
up  all  such  as  are  not  well  affected  to  Government  to  take 
arms  A Join  them,  and  Force  Several  Good  A Loyal  Subjects 
for  fear  of  being  Murdered  also  to  Join  them.  That  they 
have  for  some  time  Past  A are  now  Laying  close  Siege  to  the 
Fort  at  Augusta.  That  they  have  already  Laid  AAhaste  A 
Destroyed  the  gToatest  Part  of  this  Province,  and  if  not 
Speedily  Check't  will  Enin  the  whole. 

That  His  Majesty’s  Troops  left  here  have  Proved  wholly 
inadecpiate  to  the  Protection  of  this  Province,  against  the 
Depredations  of  the  Eobels.  That  your  Alemorialist  Eeceived 
addresses  from  tlu'  Fppt'r  A Lower  Houses  of  Assembly  of 
til  is  Province  Eecpiestiiig  him  to  Embody  some  Troops  of 
Horse  for  tlie  Protection  of  the  Inhabitants  Copys  of  which 
are  herewith  Transmitted  to  your  Lordshi}),  That  Your 
Altaiiorialist  avoidi'd  and  Delayed  ]mtting  Government  to 
tliis  J'’\jH'nc('  as  long  as  Possible',  But  Sc'eing  that  Nothing 
<*an  Save  this  Provinces  from  bt'ing  again  wrestl'd  out  of  His 
Majesty’s  Hands  but  liaising  a Corps  of  Horse,  he  hath  with 
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LETTER?^  ERO>f  StR  JAMES  WRICHT. 


tlie  Unaninimis  Advice  of  His  Majesty’s  Council  determined 
so  to  do,  as  tlie  only  Cliance  there  is  of  Holding  this  Provinrr 
<fe  Keeping  it  in  Suhje'ction  to  His  Majesty’s  Anthority — And 
it  being  absolutely  Necessary  for  His  Majesty’s  Seryi(*t‘  to 
Cany  this  Measure  into  Immediate  Execution  and  as  tliert* 
is  nottimeto  Kepresent  the  Matter  to  His  Majesty’s  Secretary 
of  State  Preyi(ms  thereto. 

A^our  Memorialist  therefore  takes  this  Method  of  Laying 
the  Same  before  your  Lordships  and  herewith  Transmits  an 
Estimate  of  the  Expence  of  Two  Troops  of  Horse  for  Twelve 
Months  and  for  which  he  is  Laid  under  the  Necessity  of 
Drawing  upon  your  Lordships. 

Your  Memorialist  has  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  Utmost 
Respect, 

Your  Lordships 

most  obed*^  Hide  SerV'* 

Ja.  Wright. 

Savanah  in  Georgia 

the  15th  of  May  1781. 


GOV.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GKK- 

MAIN.^ 

14  .Itnk  1781. 

No.  48.  Triplicate. 

Savanah  in  Georgia  the  14th  of  June  1781. 

i\[Y  Loro, 

The  Necessity  of  Purchasing  Provisions  for  the  Refugee'- 
A IVIilitia  on  Duty  was  .so  Pressing  that  it  could  not  he 
avoided,  tin'  Ih'l >els  \\er(‘  possc'ssed  of  the  wliole  C’oniit’ 
betwet‘11  EheneZ(‘r  tV  Augusta,  and  tlu‘  Gtmerality  of  he- 
Inhahitants  eitliei-  takt'ii  to  the  Swam])s  to  In’dt^  theinseh*  ^ 
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for  a time,  in  hopes  of  being  soon  relieved,  or  come  here  for 
Protection,  and  those  who  came  here,  were  armed  as  well  as 
we  could  ct  put  on  duty  with  some  Pegulars  to  Garrison  the 
Kedoubts  at  Ebenezer  & keep  the  Peb(3ls  from  Destroying  ct 
Laying  W aste,  quite  to  the  Town.  Pretty  Large  Partys  on 
Horse  Back  (for  they  are  now  mostly  Mounted)  have  been 
Seen  within  5 or  0 miles  of  Ebenezer. 

I Say  thus  Circumstanced  my  Lord  there  was  an  al^solute 
Necessity  to  Purchase  Provisions  to  Feed  these  People,  for 
they  had  not  a Shilling  in  their  Pockets  it  Could  not  be 
allowed  to  Perish  and  the  Kings  Provisions  in  the  Stores  here 
grew  Short,  the  Militia  on  Duty  had  Bations  for  a Short  time, 
when  it  was  Notified  to  me,  that  they  Could  have  no  more, 
and  I was  obliged  to  buy  Rice,  Flour  it  what  Beef  it  Pork 
could  be  got,  and  all  these  Articles  being  very  Scare  & Dear, 
they  cost  a Great  Deal  of  Money  already  to  the  Amount  of 
T2G52-0-0  Sterl"  & for  which  I am  Drawing  on  the  T5000  in 
Mr.  West’s  hands,  not  knowing  what  else  to  do,  but  hope 
your  Lordship  will  Order  these  Provision  Bills  to  be  Paid  or 
the  Money  Replaced  out  of  Some  other  Fund — altho’  my 
Lord  a Tax  Bill  is  ready  for  the  assent,  we  cannot  go  on,  the 
People  are  Enlncd  & can  pay  no  Taxes. 

In  Short  my  Lord  our  Prospect  is  wretched.  Sc  if  we  are 
not  Relieved  in  a few  days,  so  that  the  People  may  Return 
Home  Sc  see  what  may  be  left,  or  they  can  save  or  Pick  up,  a 
Famine  will  Ensue.  The  Causes  of  all  this  Distress  Sc 
Misery  are  most  Evident,  but  I shall  Say  no  more  but  Pray 
God  Grant  us  Peace. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  vitli  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord,  T^our  Lordships 

most  obliged  Sc  obed*^  Serv^ 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  R^  Ho’‘'‘’  Lord  Geo.  Germain 

His  Majesty’s  Pnncipal  Secretary  of  State  <^'C.  See.  See. 

[ Jiidorsi’il  j 

R lOtli  August 
(Trip‘‘  Grig'  Sc  Diq>.  not  rec'^ ) 
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LfirfERS  I'llOM  RlR  JaMES  WRIGHT. 


GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GER- 
MAIN.^ 

18  Dec.  1781. 

No.  56.  Savanah  in  Georgia  the  18th  Dec''  1781. 

My  Lord, 

We  are  at  this  Moment  in  the  Utmost  Danger  A Distress 
A Expect  every  day  to  have  a Formidable  Force  against  us, 
for  a few  days  ago  we  received  Accounts  from  General  Leslie 
who  now  Commands  in  Charles  Town  that  General  Green  is 
on  his  way  to  the  Southward  A had  crossed  Edisto  River,  A 
that  Generals  St.  Clair  A Wayne  were  at  Santee  River  with 
2500  Continentals  Mounted  A were  to  Join  General  Green, 
who  was  said  to  have  about  the  Same  Number,  and  we  have 
also  Intelligence  that  the  Marquess  De  la  Fayette  is  on  his 
way  here  (but  this  is  Rebel  Intelligence)  and  we  have  received 
Accounts  many  different  ways  of  a very  Serious  A Formidable 
Attack  being  Preparing  A intendmg  against  us,  and  by  a 
Gentleman  of  undoubted  Credit  who  is  come  to  Savanah  a 
few  days  ago,  from  the  Creek  Nation  we  are  Informed  that 
Letters  Passed  through  that  Country,  Some  time  ago  from 
General  Green  to  the  Spanish  Officer  Commanding  at  Pensa- 
cola, Acquainting  him  that  they  should  bo  ready  to  act 
against  this  Pr('>vince  by  the  middle  of  this  Month,  and  wi' 
have  many  Rebel  ^Accounts  that  they  Expect  a French  A 
Spanish  Fleet  here  every  day.  this  Gentleman  (Mr.  Taitt) 
was  a Prisoner  in  West  Florida  for  some  time  A Says  tlu'v 
avowed  an  Intention  to  take  East  Florida  A Georgia, — ami 
the  Garrison  in  Charles  Town  being  Dwindled  away  one  half, 
we  cannot  Depend  on  much  xAssistance  if  any  fi-om  hence. 

and  thus  your  Lordship  Sees  the  Consequences  of  ii"t 
Protecting  A Holding  these  two  ProWnces,  I always  Dreadt'd 
it,  fnmi  the  Moimuit  Lord  Cornwallis  went  into  Virginia,  and 
the  Crut'l  1(T''  Article  in  his  Lordships  Ca])itulation  I fear 
has  Puiiiu'd  tlu'  King's  C'ausi'  in  Anna-ica,  A I Xt'cd  n-  ’ 
Comnnait  upon  it,  God  knows  what  will  lu'conu'  of  us,  Imt 
without  Iinnit'diatc'  assistance,  I think  we  sliall  not  b(‘  abh‘  t>> 
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Stand  it,  and  if  we  fall,  I niucli  fear  that  St.  Augustine  & 
Charles  Town  will  Soon  Follow. 

I send  this  by  way  of  New  York  where  I have  Dispatched 
a Schooner  Express  to  Acquaint  Sir  Henry  Clinton  & the 
Admiral  with  our  Situation. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

most  obliged  & obed*^  SerV* 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Eight  Honorable  Lord  George  Germain 
His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretaiy  of  State 
For  America  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

[Indorsed] 

E 2Sth  Feb^y. 


GOV.  SIE  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  G.  GEE- 

MAIN.* 

18  Dec.  1781. 

No.  57. 

Savanah  in  Georgia  the  ISth  of  Dec"'  1781. 

My  Lord, 

I have  the  Honor  to  Inclose  your  Lordship  a Copy  of  my 
Account  of  the  Expenditure  of  the  £5000  from  the  2Ith  of 
January  1781  to  the  5th  of  November,  which  I Trust  will  be 
approved  of. 

I also  Inclose  your  Lordship  a Copy  of  the  Accounts  for 
Supporting  the  Troops  of  Horse,  Eefugees,  Militia  Ac.  which 
I also  Trust  will  lie  ajiproved  of, 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem, 
my  Lord,  Y^iur  Lordships 

most  obliged  A obed*  Serv‘ 

Ja.  Wright. 

I’he  Eight  Honorable  Lord  George  Germain 
His  ^lajrsty's  Prinri]);d  Si'ci-Gavy  of  State 
For  America  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

[Jmhn'srd  I 

E 2sth 
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GOV.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  SEC.  LORD  G.  GER- 
MAIN.* 

18  January  1782. 

No.  58.  Savanah  in  Georgia  tlie  I8tli  January  1782. 

My  Lord, 

Yesterday  I Received  Advice  fi'om  Charles  Town  tliat 
Wayne  A St.  Clair  have  Joined  Green  A that  the  last  Party 
with  their  Artillery  Ac.  are  not  far  off  A that  they  are 
advancing  towards  us,  hut  witli  Avhat  Force,  we  cannot  Cer- 
tainly Learn,  tlio’  it  is  Said  about  3000  Continentals  Hoi  se 
A Foot  togethtu,  A I Presunie  the  South  Carolina  Militie. 
will  Join  them  in  great  Numbers,  A many  here,  some  from 
Principle  A Some  from  Necessity,  seeing  they  can  get  no 
Protection  from  Govemment.  Surely,  Surely,  my  Ijord  tlie 
Commanders  of  the  King’s  Foi-ces  in  America,  ought  to  have 
Supported  tliese  Southern  Provinces,  and  Happy  would  it 
have  been  for  the  Kings  Cause  A Friends  and  a most  Valu- 
able Footing  Secured  in  America,  if  they  had,  or  may  yet  be, 
For  if  they  Fall  I fear  New  York  will  be  of  Little  Consequema*. 

I have  frequently  Wrote  Humbly  requesting  His  Maj(‘sty 
would  be  Graciously  Pleased  to  Grant  me  leave  of  Absiaua* 
to  Return  to  Great  Britain  for  such  time  as  His  Majesty  in 
His  Royal  Go(')do('ss  may  see  fit — where  PnssihJi/  I might 
have  been  more  usefull,  than  by  being  kept  here.  I have 
been  very  unfortunate  in  so  many  of  your  Lordships  letters 
Miscarrying  (as  I Presume  they  must  have  done)  not  having 
Received  a Letter  since  that  of  the  4th  of  June  last. 

I have  the  Homu*  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord,  Your  Lordsliips 

most  Obliged  A Obed*  Serv^ 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Right  Hon'’'*  Lord  George^  Germain 
His  ^laj‘-  ^ Princi[)al  S(‘cretary  of  State 
For  Aimn  ica  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 
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P.  S.  23d  Jan^  a Party  of  Continental  Horse  have  Shewed 
themselves  at  Different  times  <fc  Places  for  2 or  3 days  past 
within  8 or  10  miles  of  Savanah  ife  now  all  onr  out  Posts  are 
Broke  up  Sc  Called  in  Sc  we  Expect  every  Day  to  hear  of  the 
Main  Body  of  the  Ptebel  Aiany  See.  having  Crossed  the 
Savanah  Biver,  the  Horse  come  are  Said  to  he  about  200 
which  we  Presume  are  an  Advanced  Party.  I begin  now  to 
Expect  the  Beturn  of  the  Schooner  I Sent  Express  to  New 
A"ork — with  Letters  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  Sc  the  Admiral. 

[Imlorsed] 

B 6th  June. 


GOV.  SIB  JAS.  WBIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOBD  G.  GEB- 

MAIN.^ 

22  January  1782. 

No.  59.  Savanah  in  Georgia  the  22d  of  Jan"*^-  1782. 

My  Lord 

Three  Days  ago  Air.  Philip  Yonge  His  Alajesty’s  Surveyor 
General  Dyed,  he  has  left  a AYidow  Sc  four  Small  Children  in 
Narrow  Circumstances,  he  was  a very  Good  young  AEan — and 
as  he  was  in  a Declining  State  for  some  time  Sc  had  appointed 
his  AVifes  Brother  Air.  George  AIcKenzie  to  Act  for  him,  I 
think  therefore  for  the  benefit  of  the  Famil}'  to  A})point  him 
for  the  Present. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
Aly  Lord,  Ah)ur  Lords] lips 

most  obliged  Sc  obed*  Ser*^ 

Ja.  AVhight. 

f //c/o/’.sVr/] 

B 6th  June. 
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GOV.  SIR  JAS.  WRIGHT  TO  LORDS  OF  TRADE.* 

23  January  1'782. 

Savanah  in  Georgia  the  23d  of  January’  1782. 

My  Lords, 

I have  now  the  Honor  to  Transmit  Your  Lordships  by  the 
Ship  Georgia  Packet  Copys  of  33  Laws  assented  to  by  me 
at  different  times  fi’om  July  1780  to  August  1781  and  Several 
others  have  been  Passed  Since  but  the  distresses  of  the  times 
have  Prevented  the  due  Coiu'se  of  Proceedings  fi’om  being 
obseiwed,  which  I hope  will  Plead  an  Excuse  for  the  Officers. 

I also  Transmit  Copys  of  the  Journals  of  the  Lower  House 
of  Assembly  from  the  5th  of  May  1780  to  the  19th  of 
December  1781. 

I wish  it  were  in  my  Power  to  give  your  Lordships  any 
Agi-eeable  Accounts  of  our  Situation  here,  Init  that  from  a 
vaiiety  of  unfortunate  Events  I cannot  do.  We  are  ncuv 
Confined  almost  to  our  Lines  round  the  Town,  Sc  are  Expecting 
a Powerfull  attack  every  day  Sc  Probably  a Siege  and  thus  is 
this  most  Valuable  Province  Ruined  Sc  I fear  lost,  tor  Want 
of  that  Protection  Sc  attention,  which  I Conceive  the  Loyalt}’ 
of  the  Inhabitants  Intitled  them  to. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lords  Your  Lordships 
most  obliged  and  obed*'  Serv^ 

Ja.  Wright. 

The  Right  Honorable 

Lords  Com’"^  for  Trade  Sc  Plantations  See.  See.  See. 

[Iitdoysed] 

R June 
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GOV.  SIR  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  G.  GEE- 

MAIN.'^ 

12  Febeuary  1782. 


After  an  Interval  from  tlie  4tli  of  June  I liad  tlie  honor  to 
receive  Your  Lordships  Letters  of  the  2d  of  Aug*^  & 1st  Sep- 
tember— which  I acknowledged  the  receipt  of,  an  Oppoidimity 
just  then  offering  for  Charles  town. 

I immediately  acquainted  the  Council  & the  S]:>eaker  that 
His  Majesty  had  been  pleased  to  declare  His  Eoyal  appro- 
bation of  the  Duty  Law  A to  signify  the  great  Satisfaction 
their  Zeal  & affection  for  His  Person  A firm  Attachment  to 
the  British  Constitution,  manifested  by  passing  that  Act,  had 
given  His  Majesty  A that  I was  directed  to  assure  them  that 
His  Loyal  A faithfull  Subjects  of  Georgia  may  always  rely 
on  His  Majesty’s  Protection  A Constant  attention  to  then* 
prospeiity  A happiness  A this  I shall  do  in  a Public  way  the 
first  opportunity  that  offers. 

I well  know  the  Multiphcity  of  Business  wliich  the  Treasury 
Board  always  have  before  them  A thank  your  Lordship  for 
saying  you  will  Continue  your  Instances  till  the  matter  I 
Wrote  al^out  is  Compleated. 

I shall  without  delay  (if  we  can  see  the  time  for  doing 
Business  endeavour  to  get  a proper  Law  framed  for  Collecting 
the  Quit  Eents  Ac.  but  we  have  been  so  neglected  here,  that 
things  are  in  a very  Critical  Situation  just  now,  all  our 
Victories  A Defeats  of  the  Eebels  end  in  notliing  material,  or 
at  all  Decisive  in  favor  of  Government--— and  Your  Lordship 
will  have  seen  by  my  Several  Letters  from  time  to  time  that 
ill  this  Province  we  have  been  Sulfered  to  be  Contmually 
Harassed,  Murdered,  Plundered  A Euined. 

I did  not  receive  a Single  Gun  from  Lord  Eawdon,  all  that 
I havt‘  had  was  from  Col.  B)(jwn’s  Indian  Dei>artmeiit.  The 
200  Sets  of  Ibuse  Accoutrements  Ac.  are  Safe  arrived  in 
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Savannah  in  Georgl\  12th  Feb^'^.  1782. 


My  Lord, 
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Charles  Town,  but  not  come  round  here  yet.  Yoiu'Lordsljips 
directions  with  respect  to  a proper  portion  of  the  Indian 
Goods  for  East  Florida  will  be  fully  observed,  and  AVe  an- 
very  much  obliged  to  your  Lordship  for  this  further  mark  of 
your  attention. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

most  obliged  & obed*^  Serv*^ 

Ja.  AVright. 

TEe  Right  Hon’"'*^  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Principal  Secretary  of  State  etc.  tfcc.  &c. 

[Imlorml] 

R 29th  May 

(Trip‘S  Orig^  & Dup.  not  reced) 


GOV.  SIR  JAS.  AVRIGHT  TO  UNDER  SECRETARY 

KNOX.* 

12  Febkuaky  1782. 

Savanah  the  12th  of  Fel/^’  1782. 

D-^  Sir, 

I am  so  Continually  hurried  that  I have  not  time  to  Avrib* 
to  Lord  George  Germain.  The  AY'ssell  I Sent  to  New'  AAn  k 
arrived  there  the  oth  of  January  A is  not  yet  returned,  ner 
any  Letter  from  Sir  H.  C.  altho  Yessells  have  arrived  at  Cli. 
Tow  11  Avhich  N.  Y.  since.  General  Leslie  after  Promising  a 
Reinforei'iiient  altered  his  3Iind,  A Countermanded  it — ami 
.this  l^rovince  will  be  totally  Lost,  unless  very  Soon  Reliewo. 
I Know'  Avhat  I wrote  long  ago,  tho  not  Ib'garded,  and  a>  1 
tind  its  in  A'aiii  to  write,  I lu'lii've  1 shall  Trouble  None  I'l 
your  (h'lierals  any  more, — a Strange  kind  of  Condnet  '.a 
Infatuation  Seems  to  have  lost  every  thing.  Wc*  ha\»  a 
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Great  Many  Truly  Loyal  Inhabitants  here^  Subsisted  at 
a Vast  Exponce,  but  if  we  are  to  be  Shut  iij)  within  the  Lines, 
iind  they  Cannot  got  any  where  to  Plant,  they  must  See 
Famine  before  their  Eyes  shall  not  be  Surprized  if  they  go 
oli‘  ct  make  the  best  Terms  they  can.  Ilemember  this,  and 
the  Anmf  will  Say  they  are  tt  always  were  Pebels. 

Its  said  Green  Eecommends  it  Strongly  to  the  People  here, 
to  Pass  an  Act  of  Oblivion  & to  receive  all  with  open  arms, 
who  will  Join  them  they  are  doing  all  they  can  to  Cajole 
the  Negros  A get  them  over.  John  Martin  a Northward  Man 
who  used  to  go-by  the  Name  of  Black  Jack,  is  now  Chosen 
Governor.  But  I will  Stop,  for  as  I can  tell  you  Nothing 
Pleasant,  I shall  Say  no  more.  I beg  to  be  Eemembered  to 
Mrs.  K.  & all  yo*'^'  A am  Sii* 

with  Great  Truth 

Affect^y  Yours 

Ja.  Wright. 

^ym.  Knox  Esq’^^'- 

P.S.  at  Night  I have  this  moment  reced  a Letter  from 
General  Sir  H.  C.  a Trifling  Ans*"  that  a Man  jNIight  be 
ashamed  to  write  A thus  do  the  King’s  Generals  Conduct 
every  thing.  I will  write  Lord  G.  Germain  if  Possible  to 
Morrow,  no  assistance  coming  from  N.  York. 

[Indorsed] 

K 6th  June. 


GOV.  SIB  JAS.  WEIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  G.  GEE- 

MAIN.* 

lr>  Febiu'aky  17S2. 

No.  62.  Savannah  in  Georgia  the  15th  of  Feb^  1782. 

Tri[)licate. 

i\lv  Loud, 

Vour  Lord.^liips  n'liiarks  in  your  Li'ttor  of  the  7th  of 
Sept''  on  th<i  Cruelty,  I\ulidy  Ac.  of  the  Eebel  Partys  A the 
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great  abuse  of  tbe  Lenity  shewn  them  on  all  Occasions  are 
certainly  very  just.  Had  150  Horse  been  established  here  ut 
fii-st  as  I pressed  both  8ii’  H^  Clinton  Sc  Lord  CoriiwaUis  (Imt 
to  no  purpose)  the  assassinations,  Murders  Plundering  See. 
&c.  in  this  Province  would  in  a great  measure  have  been 
prevented,  for  at  first  Sc  for  some  time,  all  the  beginnings  of 
these  Yillanous  Practices  were  by  Small  partys,  whic-h 
increased  according  to  their  Success  Sc  as  they  found  they 
met  with  little  or  no  Opposition. 

I tndy  thank  for  Your  Lordship  for  signifying  the  King’s 
Commands,  with  respect  to  the  Two  Troops  of  Horse  I raised 
on  the  Joint  Address  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly  in  June; 
last  but  have  not  to  this  Hay  receiv’d  a Line  from  tlu' 
Commander  in  Chief  on  that  Subject,  Sc,  having  been  und('r 
the  Necessity  of  drawing  on  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  on 
that  Occasion — Your  Lordships  laying  my  Memorial  before 
them  Sc  recommending  it  to  the  Board  to  Accept  my  Bills  is 
a Singular  Mark  of  your  Attention,  for  which  we  are  all 
much  Indebted  to  your  Lordship,  as  well  as  for  what  you  are 
pleased  to  mention  with  respect  to  Mr.  Wests  applying  to 
the  Lords  of  the  Treasmy  for  payment  of  the  Bills  drawn 
for  the  Purchase  of  Provisions  for  the  Loyal  Befugees. 

The  Su})port  of  these  People  My  Lord  is  Certainly  a gi'cat 
Ex})ence  to  Government,  but  what  could  we  possibly  do  ? 
wdien  Men,  Women  Sc  Children  who  had  Comfortable  Houses 
of  their  Own  Sc  lived  in  plenty,  came  Crowding  in  upon  us, 
Stript  of  every  thing  and  almost  Naked,  merely  on  account 
of  their  Loyalty,  there  was  an  absolute  necessity  to  receivii 
them  Sc  they  could  not  go  naked  Sc  perish  for  hunger  in  our 
Streets  Sc  Common — and  had  they  not  been  received  Ac.  th(‘ 
whole  Families  must  have  gone  back  to  the  Ilebels  Sc  made' 
their  Peace  on  any  terms,  whereas  could  they  yet  be  sup- 
ported, I am  Convinced  beyond  a doubt  that  tlie  generality 
of  them  would  behave  as  good  Sc  Loyal  Subjects,  but  as  wi‘ 
are  not  assist('d  from  any  (Quarter,  its  impossilde  to  say  what 
they  may  not  be  drove  or  forced  to  do. 

I cannot  ails'"  for  your  Ijordshi])s  inti'lligtaice  from  otlu-r 
Gentlemen,  but  I have  not  either  srru  or  hrnrd  any  thing  lilvo 
PuKvov  TrdiK^nHifff  here  or  in  S”  Carolina  since  last  Febru- 
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aiy — We  might  have  had  both  if  the  Troops  had  not  gone 
into  Virginia,  but  that  Movement  put  an  end  to  all  Peace  & 
Quietude  this  way,  as  I Plainly  Saw  <fe  wrote  your  Lordship 
full  12  M"®  ago — k S"  Carolina  has  been  from  that  time  k 
still  is  quite  the  reverse  of  being  oui*  Friend  k Protector,  as 
Your  Lordship  wishes  k Expected.  We  have  really  k Truly 
need  of  every  kind  of  assistance  we  can  possibly  get  k that 
without  any  delay. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lord  Your  Lordships 

most  obliged  k obed*  Serv^ 

Ja.  Weight. 

The  Eight  Hon^'®  Lord  Geo,  Germain 
His  Maj^^’®  Principal  Secretary  of  State  &o.  &c.  kc, 

[Indorsed] 

E 29th  May. 

Trip®  Orig^  k Dup.  not  reced. 


GOV.  SIE  JAS.  MTvIGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  G,  GEE- 

MAIN.* 

16  Febeuaky  1782. 

No.  63.  Savanah  in  Geoegl\  the  16th  of  Eeb’’^  1782. 

Triplicate. 

My  Loed, 

In  my  Letter  No.  56,  by  way  of  New  York,  I wrote  your 
Lordship  the  Situation  we  were  then  in  k the  advice  we  had 
Just  received  from  Lieutenant  General  Leslie  of  Charles 
Town  the  Substance  of  Avhich  I at  that  time  wrote  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  k Pressed  him  earnestly  to  send  us  a Eein- 
forcement  for  our  Lfunedinfelleliei  k assistance  Ac.  and  have 
now  tlie  Honor  to  Inclose  you  his  Answer  to  my  Lettei-,  a 
'Fi  ansca  ipt  of  tlu'  first  Part  1 have  Sent  to  C'liarh's  Town  to 
General  Leslie  A Pressed  him  for  the  Eeinforcenumt  he  had 
once  ordered  to  come  here,  but  afterwards  Countermaiuh'd. 
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The  Latter  Part  of  Sir  H.  C’s  letter  is  really  so  Extraordinary 
that  it  requires  no  Comment  thus  your  Lordship  Sees  how 
all  Applications  for  His  Majesty’s  Service  are  regarded,  and 
when  Officers  here  assert  that  Sir  H.  C.  has  20,000  Troops 
with  liim.  I also  Inclose  Your  Lordship  an  Extract  of  a 
letter  from  Sii*  H.  C.  to  General  Leslie,  by  which  your  Lord- 
sliip  will  see  the  Idea  those  Generals  have  with  Kespect  to 
tliis  Province. 

our  Present  Situation  at  Savanah  Continues  as  it  has  been 
for  some  time,  the  Pebels  dare  not  yet  attack  us  here  and 
Col.  Clarke  the  Commander  of  the  King’s  Troops,  does  not 
think  it  Pmdent  or  Advisable  to  go  out  against  them,  so  that 
they  have  the  Command  of  the  whole  Country  & some  times 
come  within  a mile  or  two  of  the  Town  & Small  Partys  much 
nearer. 

Its  Impossible  to  Say  when  or  how  this  matter  will  be 
brought  to  a Point.  I am  Persuaded  they  Certainly  Expect 
a Fleet  on  the  Coast  and  Give  out  that  they  also  Expect  the 
Pensylvania  Line  or  a Body  of  French  Troops  from  the 
Northward  and  if  these  things  are  so,  I Conclude  they  wait 
their  arrival. 

Yesterday  my  Lord  I Pieceived  Intelligence  that  two  Part}  s 
of  about  no  in  the  whole  were  gone  over  Ogechee  Ferry 
towards  the  Alatamaha  Eiver,  & had  been  in  St.  Andrews 
Parish  (a  Scotch  Settlement)  A there  Murdered  12  or  Id 
Loyrd  Sulqects,  these  things  are  Cruel  beyond  Measure  iV  we. 
can  get  no  Belief  or  assistance,  how'  happy  would  it  make  me 
to  have  it  in  my  Power  to  W'lite  your  Lordship  a Pleasing 
letter,  but  tliat  time  is  yet  to  Come  A out  of  Sight. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem 
My  Lords  Your  Lordships 

most  obhged  A obtab  Serv^ 

Ja,  Wright, 

The  Bight  Hon’^’^'  Lord  George  Germam 

His  Majt'sty’s  Prinei])al  Secretary  of  State 
For  .ViuLi'iea  Ac.  *.Vc.  Ac. 

[ 1 

B 2ffih  :^lay. 

(Trip*"  Grig'  A l)up'‘  not  roced.) 


Im  - ' 


^ ;»4W  sfao8  lol 

ww«8«  *««  «8  o*'  »M»4)A 
|‘"  ■»?  &^%o!r  a j lo;^*,TO 

'Igaio.  -.B. . ,ayMMita“.^«^:i.s> 


S|V  p?  ..1/»VW^  i^]«|jS4II4t| 

' '''^'^  ■ ■ .fehiic^ 

M^sjt^  Liio^f  ata  j .|ia$idi/a  fit^  t . |« 

■'*5.''  a qiA^Im  2mv  (fihw  oifia^/ro^'^  ni  ^.4^  '^''il 'J 


'S&li’tf'Siij^*’'^  'iwilo  A&gaJo  imm  fj 


LETTERS  FROM  SIR  JAMES  WRIGHT. 


371 


GOV.  sm  AVPilGHT  TO  UNDEE  SECEETAEY 

KNOX.^ 

16  Febeuaey  1782. 

Savanah  tlie  16th  of  Eeb.  1782. 

Sir, 

You  wlQ  See  the  Present  State  of  affau’s  here  by.  my  Letter 
to  Lord  George  Germain  Xo.  63  The  Generals  etc.  <tc.  have 
always  Set  their  faces  against  this  Province,  as  I have 
frequently  Wrote  you,  and  I Can’t  tell  why,  unless  it  is 
because  the  Edng  has  thought  Proper  to  Ee-estabhsh  his 
Civil  Government  here — which  the  Military  Cannot  bear — 
and  I have  long  Seen  they  will  do  Xotlihig  for  us,  without  a 
Positive  order  from  Home  & which  may  now  be  too  late.  I 
write  things  to  you,  that  may  not  be  Proj:>er  to  Write  to  Lord 
George  Germain  for  the  King  to  See.  but  yet  you  may 
think  he  ought  to  know  them,  as  in  some  measure  Necessary 
for  him  to  Judge  of  & Eegulate  himself  by — had  not  the 
Civil  Government  been  Ee-established  here,  I have  not  a 
Doubt  but  this  Province  would  have  been  Evacuated  long 
ago. 

and  I am  Persuaded  there  was  a time,  when  I was  veiy 
Instrumental  in  Saving  it,  and  then-  Present  Ideas,  you  will 
See  by  the  Extract  of  Sir  H.  C’s  letter  to  General  Leslie,  and 
which  Appears  to  be  in  Answer  to  a Letter  he  must  have 
Deceived  fr*om  liini  and  this  I think  Accounts  for  his  Coimt- 
ermandhig  A Stoi)ping  the  Eeinforcement  he  had  Ordered 
for  this  Place,  but  be  it  as  it  may,  you  See  I can  get  Nothmg 
from  them. 

God  knows  what  our  Fate  will  be.  Neglected  as  we  are. 
But  this  I know,  that  the  Military  at  N.  Y.  and  I believe 
every  where  give  the  )itntfer  up  A.  I have  Eeason  to  i)elieve 
are  so  Imprudent  as  to  have  Said  so  ever  Shice  the  Unfor- 
tunate atlair  of  Lord  C. 

Whose  Fault  that  was,  do(\s  not  Lye  with  nu'  to  give  any 
opinion  u])on,  but  it  is  wliat  I always  Drt'aded  A indec'd 
Expected  from  the  hist.  I am  vastly  impatient  to  know  the 
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Plan  wliicli  may  have  been  adopted  Since  the  above  Event, 
but  Sometliing  New  & very  different  Seems  Necessary  and  I 
am  Convinced  Nothing  Avill  be  attempted  any  where  but  jmst 
to  Hold  the  Towns  or  Garrisons,  every  Insult  & every  Depre- 
dation the  Fiebels  Clioose  to  offer  or  Commit  will  be  S kJJl- rc< ! 
with  Lnpunitij  till  orders  are  Piec’d  from  Home  after  Lord 
C’s  arrival.  IrMiat  do  you  tlunk  of  20,000  Men  at  New  York 
& its  Dependancies  k yet  to  Send  None  here  k his  letter  is  a 
curious  Jumble,  also  near  6,000  at  Charles  Town  where  he 
Says  3,000  are  Suff*^  but  None  Can  be  Spared  to  come  here. 
I could  Say  much,  very  much  but  I am  not  sure  you  may 
receive  this  letter.  I intend  to  Answer  Sir  H.  C’s  absurd 
letter  k shew  him  the  weakness  folly  A danger  of  that 
unnecessary  Delay,  w’ch  I think  is  only  a Shuffling  Pretence. 

I am  D’'  Sir 

very  truly  k affecO^  Yours 

Ja.  Wright. 


William  Knox,  Esq. 


P.  S.  the  Yessell  with  the  Accoutrements  is  just  come  round 
k I am  told  General  Leslie  has  taken  out  100,  by  what 
Eight  I know  not  but  Force  of  Arms  k Prejudice  ag'*^ 
this  Province. 


[IndorsecT] 

E Gth  June. 


GOV.  SIE  JAS.  AVEIGHT  TO  UNDEE  SECEETAEY 

KNOX. 

23  Febkuary  1782. 

Savanaii  23  Fcl).  17S2. 

D'‘  Sir, 

1 have  this  "Moment  lu'cod  a h'ttor  from  General  Leslii\  by 
which  I tind  \V(‘  are  not  to  Expect  any  Eeinforeement  from 
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him,  (I  tliink) — unless  a Forei^  Force  comes,  and  all  that 
we  have  had,  is  the  Fiemains  of  the  7th  Regiment  Say  about 
130  Rank  & file,  c^'  also  Some  Hessian  Recruits,  Sent  from 
New  York  to  Charles  Town  and  fi'om  thence  here,  amounting 
to  95  & from  40  to  50  British  Sav  in  the  whole  about  270 
Rank  & file,  the  Recruits  must  have  come  at  any  Rate  to 
Join  their  Coiy^s. 

about  170  Chactaw  Indians  are  come  here,  122"  M«n  and 
the  Rest  Women  <fe  Children  & Mr.  Graham  has  Applied  to 
me  for  Part  of  the  Indian  Presents  to  Give  them  A also  to 
Send  to  the  Chactaw  Nation.  These  People  came  across  the 
Country  to  the  Alatamaha  River,  and  hearing  that  Some 
Partys  of  Rebels  were  gone  to  intercept  them.  Messengers 
were  Sent  to  Stop  ’em,  and  Boats  Dispatched  to  bring  them 
by  water  A they  got  safe  here,  all  but  about  15,  who  Rambled 
away  by  Land,  3 of  which  we  hear  the  Rebels  killed  A the 
other  12  we  don’t  yet  Certainly  know  what  is  become  of,  he 
Pleased  to  Acquaint  Lord  George  Germain  with  these 
Matters,  altho’  I Presume  Mr.  Graham  will  write  his  Lord- 
ship  fully  about  the  Indian  affairs. 

Appearances  are  very  gloomy — Sir  P.  Houstown  A his 
Brother  William,  Lately  come  from  England  A Mr.  David 
Douglass  formerly  a Rebel  but  one  who  had  taken  the  Oaths, 
had  a Commission  from  me  A who  we  aU  had  a Great  opinion 
of.  Joined  the  Rebels  in  our  Neighbouihood  a day  or  2 ago 
and  I am  Informed  hnjnnd  o Joabt,  that  my  life  is  Threatened 
A that  offers  have  l)een  made  to  General  Wayne,  to  assassi- 
nate me,  or  Carry  me  off,  which  he  Chooses.  A in  this  Situ- 
ation I am  at  Present.  A ought  to  have  been  in  England  long 
ago,  A Sure  I am  it  would  have  been  for  the  King’s  Stu’vice. 
Tlie  Hessians  Desert  fast,  26  have  gone  off*  within  less  than 
a Month,  A I wish  they  may  be  sound  at  the  bottom,  if  we 
Should  1 )e  Pushed. 

I have  answered  Sir  H.  Clintons  absurd  letter  and  shewn 
liim  the  Daiig('r  of  that  J^mirccssn I'tj  delay.  Tlie  Vt'ssd  witli 
the  AccoutreiiK'nts  Ac.  Ac.  is  just  come  round  and  1 liml 
Gtmeral  Tj('sli(‘  lias  takmi  out  10()  by  what  Right  T know  not, 
but  I'orci'  of  arms  A'  bossi])ly  Prejudice'  ag"'  this  I’rovima*. 

a Grand  Error  to  R('-<'stal>lisli  Civil  Goviuainff  A not  Siq>- 
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port  & Protect  that  Province  against  all  Attempts  whatever, 
this  ought  Certainly  to  have  been  done,  as  I Presume  tie* 
intention  was  to  be  an  Example  to  the  other  Colonies  A to 
Shew  the  Ditierence  between  the  Blessings  of  the  Kings 
Peace  & Civil  Government  Ac.  and  Eebel  Tyranny  Ac.  but 
God  knows  we  have  had  Little  Peace  here. 

I am  Sir 

• Very  Tinly  A Atfect^^  Yours 

Ja.  Wright. 

P.  S.  4th  March  The  Hessians  Continue  to  Desert  A it 
becomes  a most  Serious  A Dangerous  matter,  and  I See  but 
one  thing  to  be  taken,  but  I Suppose  the  Person  who  may  do 
it,  will  not  A I fear  we  have  Nothing  to  Expect.  I am 
Momently  Looking  for  Letters  from  England,  Subsequent  to 
the  Account  of  Lord  C’s  Defeat  Ac.  and  I think  I See  Clearly 
that  it  is  not  intended  to  do  any  thing  till  then,  in  Short  Sir 
we  are  all  wrong  A doing  wrong,  or  Nothing.  I refer  you  to 
my  Several  late  Letters  A Shall  only  add  that  we  are  a 
Neglected  People  Struggling  Hard,  a Party  of  Piel)els  canu' 
here  last  Tuesday  Night  A Burn’t  me  another  Barn,  almost 
within  Musket  Shot  of  the  Town,  this  is  the  Tenth  Barn 
they  have  Burn’t  of  Mine.  Fine  a)uple  Protection  to  Civil 
Government,  even  vithin  Musket  Shot  of  our  Lines ! tlu' 
Party  Consisted  of  about  50  Horse  our  Expences  A my  Bills 
on  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  Pain  high,  but  Loyal  Befug(‘es 
must  not  Perish  with  Hunger  in  our  Streets. 

5th  March.  The  Ilebcl  Governor  IVIartin  now  at  Ebenezer 
has  Is.sued  3 Proclamations,  one  to  the  Kings  Troops,  one  to 
the  Hessians  and  another  to  the  Militia,  Inviting  them  all  to 
Revolt  A Join  the  Virtuous  Americans  against  the  Tyranny 
of  the  British  Government  and  for  which  each  man  is  t<> 
have  200  Acres  of  Land  A a Cow  Ac.  and  Excepting  all  thos(‘ 
who  are  included  in  the  former  Reliel  Bill  of  Attainder  A a 
Number  of  others  Namt'd  in  the  ProelamatiiUi — and  30(^<) 
French  Troo[>s  art^  on  their  way  from  Virginia  A'  yd  W('  caTi 
get  no  assistance',  A all  my  letters  are  disn'gard(>d.  Pray 
Mind  that  I mean  this  so  far  as  a PnhJir  Idteu-,  that  it  !»'• 
shewn  to  Lord  Ge'orge  Germain,  A altlu)’  I don't  write  to  him 
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now,  3^et  I think  it  for  His  Majesty’s  Seryice  that  he  should 
know  what  I write  or  at  least  the  suhstancc  of  it.  I haye 
Sent  Copys  of  the  Ptel)el  ProcH  to  CTeneral  Leslie  & Inclose 
you  a Cop3'  of  m3'  Letter  to  him  with  the  Address  of  the 
Assemblj'  & the  Proclamations. 

[Indorsed] 

E 6tli  June. 


GOY.  SIE  JAS.  YTHGHT  TO  SEC.  LOED  G.  GEE- 

MAIN.^ 

27  March  1782. 

No.  64.  Savanah  in  Georgia  the  27th  of  March  1782. 
My  Lord, 

I haye  the  Honor  to  Inclose  your  Lordship  a Cop3’  of  my 
Account  of  the  Expenditure  of  the  <£5000  from  the  5th  of 
Noyember  1781  to  the  21st  of  Januaiy*  1782,  which  I Trust 
will  be  approyed  of.  the  Youchers  which  were  Produced  in 
Council,  I Dare  not  Yenture  to  Send,  l)ut  1)3'  a Ship  of  IVar. 

I also  Inclose  3'our  Lordship  a Cop3'  of  the  Accounts  for 
Supporting  the  Troops  of  Horse,  The  Eefugees,  Militia  Ac. 
which  I Likewise  Trust  will  be  Approyed  of. 

I haye  the  Honor  to  be  with  Perfect  Esteem  m3'  Lord, 
Your  Lordships 

most  obliged  and  obed*  Ser‘ 

Ja.  Y^right. 

The  Eight  Hoid^’"'  Lord  George  Germain 

His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretaiy  of  State 
for  America  Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 

[Iidnrsrd] 

E2hthMay. 
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MEMOPtlAL  or  LIEUT.  GOYEENOE  GEAHAME.^ 
[Eeacl  Jan.  1777.] 

To  the  Eight  Lord  George  Germain  His  Majesty’s 

Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  America. 

The  humble  Memorial  of  John  Grahame,  Esq. 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Georgia, 

Sheweth, 

That  your  Memorialist  has  had  the  honor  of  being  one  of 
His  Majesty’s  Council  in  Georgia  since  the  year  1763,  and 
has  with  Zeal  for  the  King’s  Service,  ever  faithfully  dis- 
charged his  Duty  in  that  Station,  and  humbly  hopes  his 
Services  were  acceptable  to  his  Majesty,  having  been  lately 
honored  with  his  Commission  of  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the 
said  Province. 

That  Y'our  Memorialist  having  from  his  steady  and  uniform 
Opposition  to  the  jMeasures  pursued  for  involving  the  Prov- 
ince of  Geoi*gia  in  the  present  minatural  Eebellion,  rendered 
himself  particularly  obnoxious  to  the  Leaders  of  that  Party, 
he  was  pointed  out  by  them  as  an  Object  for  the  resentment 
of  the  People — and  on  the  19th  of  Janu*''  last  was  made  a 
Prisoner  by  the  Eebels  with  Sir  James  AVright  his  Majesty's 
Govenior  in  Chief,  and  tlio’  he  was  with  him  released,  yet  in 
a few  days  afterwards,  he  rt'ceived  private  information  that  it 
was  again  determined  to  confine  him,  upon  which  he  was 
obliged  to  conceal  himstdf  night  and  day  in  Swamps  for  a 
considerable  tiiu(‘,  (‘Xpost'd  to  all  tin'  inelmumeit'S  of  the 
weatlnu’,  nntill  lu>  fortunately  made  his  esca])e  on  board  tlie 
Kings  Ships,  where  lu‘  reinaim'd  till  tluT  wer(‘  ready  to  sail 
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for  Boston — during  wliicli  time  Capt.  Barkley  of  His  Majesty’s 
Ship  Scarbrough  and  Major  Grant  Commanding  a Detach- 
ment of  the  King’s  Troops,  liaGng  in  the  Course  of  their 
Operations  taken  three  Prisoners  who  were  deemed  by  the 
llebels  of  Consequence  to  their  Party,  a Negotiation  was  set 
on  foot  for  their  Pielease,  which  on  certain  conditions  was 
agreed  to,  and  amongst  other  things,  it  was  an  express  stipu- 
lation made  that  Your  Memorialist  should  on  giving  seven 
days  Notice  to  their  Committees  be  allowed  to  bring  away 
his  Family,  and  was  at  a great  expence  obliged  to  freight  a 
Vessel  for  that  purpose,  xYnd  on  the  13th  of  May  last,  he 
was  in  consequence  of  the  Stipulation  before  mentioned,  per- 
mitted to  leave  the  Province  with  his  Family,  being  Twelve 
in  number  (exclusive  of  Servants)  but  was  absolutely  pre- 
vented from  bringing  any  part  of  his  property. 

That  before  yom*  Memorialist  left  the  Province  the  Bebels 
had  wantonly  burnt  four  Himdred  Baivels  of  Piice,  part  of 
his  last  Y^ear’s  Crop,  had  also  in  a gi’eat  measure  destroyed 
a valuable  Dwelling  House  in  the  Town  of  Savannah,  and 
otherwise  gi’eatly  injured  his  Property. 

Y"our  Lordship’s  Memorialist  having  from  Principle  and 
Attachment  to  His  Majesty’s  Person  and  Government,  ever 
approved  himself  a loyal  Subject  and  faithful  Servant  of  the 
Crown,  claims  no  Merit  from  his  having  done,  what  he  thinks 
was  no  more  than  his  indispensible  Duty,  but  nevertheless, 
liund)ly  hopes  such  his  Conduct,  may  be  the  more  favorably 
received,  when  it  is  considered  that  it  was  at  a Period,  when 
he  well  knew,  he  was  thereby  risquing  his  all,  and  has  in 
consequence  thereof  been  actually  obliged  to  leave  at  the 
Mercy  of  the  llebels  a Fortune  of  Fifty  thousand  pounds 
Sterling  value,  which  consisting  chieliy  in  Negroe  Slaves,  will 
in  all  ])robability  be  disposed  off  l)y  the  llebels,  so  as  to  be 
for  ever  lost  to  him  A his  Family. 

Y"our  iMomorialist  being  tlius  cut  off,  from  all  in-ospoct  of 
Siq)plies  from  his  own  Instates  and  lunng  lUHM'ssarily  sub- 
jecti'd  to  a great  exigence,  for  the  support  of  his  Family  li(‘re 
(liitlu‘rto  accustomed  to  live  in  the  greatest  atilm'ma')  is  laid 
uiuh'r  th('  very  disagri'eable  neea'ssity  of  making  this  Ajqdi- 
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cation,  and  liiimblj  liopes  yonr  Lordsliip,  from  a considera- 
tion of  tlie  llea^y  Losses  which  he  has  already  sustained,  lii- 
present  emhaiTassed  Situation,  and  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances attending  his  case,  be  released  to  recommend  that  a 
Sallaiy  be  allowed  him  as  Lieutenant  Govemor  of  Georgia 
from  the  time  of  his  appointment,  as  some  Belief  and  Assist- 
ance. 

And  A^our  Memorialist  as  in  duty  bound  Shall  ever  Pray 
&c.  Ac. 

John  GRAHA:^rE 
Lieut.  Goyernor  of  Georgia. 


llnclorsed] 

J.  13. 

Bead  Januaiy  17th  1777. 
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“There  is  a band  of  far-sliining  men  for  whom  the  whole 
world  is  the  tomb.”  As  if  anticipating  his  own  immortality, 
so  spake  that  splendid  Athenian  who,  hving,  gave  to  his 
country  an  age  which  has  never  been  ecli])sed,  and  dying, 
bequeathed  monuments  of  art,  virtuous  memories  and  mag- 
nificent trophies  which  remain  to  this  day  the  wonder  and 
the  admiration  of  the  civilized  world.  -But  it  is  not  to  the 
Olympian  memories  of  Pericles  that  we  consecrate  this  hour. 
Come  we  nearer  home,  and  from  out  that  band  of  far-shining 
men  whose  fame  is  intimately  associated  with  our  own  shores, 
whose  great  deeds  have  imparted  dignity  to  our  peculiar  an- 
nals, select  we  one — a stranger  by  birth,  a brother  by  adop- 
tion— a goodly  knight,  hardy  in  battle,  ever  ready  to  put 
sternest  spear  in  the  rest  when  the  oppressed  needed  a 
champion  and  the  cause  of  Freedom  a defender.  Him  will 
we  follow  through  the  nobler  scenes  of  Iiis  valiant  life  to  that 
supreme  moment  when,  within  the  confines  of  this  beautiful 
city  of  Oglethorpe,  he  encountered  his  mortal  hurt  in  the 
brave  and  generous  effort  to  liberate  our  beloved  home  from 
British  mle.  Meet  it  is,  on  this  our  anniversary,  that  we 
revive  such  recollections  in  a spirit  full  of  gi’atitude  and  loyal 
appreciation.  As  we  gather  around  the  grave  of  Pulaski, 
catching  the  inspirations  which  are  born  of  his  example  and 
hallowed  by  his  death,  we  will  cherish  more  nearly  our  obli- 
gations to  the  past,  fortify  oui'selves  against  the  demoralizing 
tendc'iicies  of  the  present,  and  gird  up  our  loins  to  meet  with 
renewed  coiitith'iice  tin'  issues  of  th»'  futuri'. 

The  dismeml>erment  of  Poland  will  be  always  regardt'd  as 
a surprising  illustration  of  the  “flagitious  wiekediu'ss  of  Bus- 
sia,  the  unprincipled  acci'sion  of  Austria,  the  foul  treachery 
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of  Prussia,  auJ  the  short-sigh teJ  as  well  as  the  mean  spirited 
act|uiescence  of  aU  the  other  nations  of  Europe.”  To  liussia 
belongs  an  odious  preeminence  in  that  career  of  oppression 
which,  characterized  by  a disregard  of  the  laws  of  nations 
and  a palpable  violation  of  aU  that  was  just  and  honorable, 
compassed  the  overthrow  of  a people  once  the  predominating 
power  of  the  North,  constituting  a part  of  the  vanguard  of 
civilization,  contributing  in  no  small  degi'ee  to  the'  progi-ess 
of  science,  and  maintaining  an  important  inlluence  in  the 
European  system.  The  only  representative  of  the  Sarmatian 
race  in  the  assembly  of  civilized  nations,  there  was  much  in 
the  past  history  and  heroic  traditions  of  Poland,  in  the  })ecu- 
liarity  of  her  language  and  institutions,  in  the  freedom  of 
political  sentiment  and  the  toleration  of  religious  liberty  en- 
joyed within  her  borders,  which  rendered  her  people  fond  and 
proud  of  their  country  and  fostered  that  spirit  of  national 
attachment  which,  in  peace,  is  the  surest  guaranty  of  the 
general  welfare — the  truest  pledge  of  success  in  the  stormy 
hour  of  battle. 

An  essential  member  of  the  federative  system  of  France, 
by  her  vicinity  to  Turkey  and  inlluence  on  the  commerce  of 
the  Baltic  affecting  the  general  interests  of  Europe,  and  by 
her  physical  position, — independent  of  all  pohtica]  consider- 
ations,— in  a gieat  measure  preventing  a collision  between 
the  tlmee  leading  military  Powers  of  the  continent,  it  a]ipeared 
liigldy  necessary  that  the  integrity  of  Poland  should  have 
been  jealously  preserved  and  vigorousl}'  defended  by  her 
sister  States.  Under  existmg  circumstances,. a dismeml.)er- 
ment  seemed  an  event  not  much  more  probable  than  that  the 
jffiysical  outlines  of  this  country  should  have  been  suddc'idy 
obliterated  by  a convulsion  of  nature.  Neverthch'ss,  tin* 
territory  of  this  ancient  and  patriotic  people,  witliout  color 
of  right  or  })retext  of  defense,  in  absolute  deliance  of  the 
])rinciples  of  common  humanity,  in  derogation  of  all  }H)litical 
rights,  and  in  direct  violation  of  ])lighted  faith  and  ^eah'il 
com))aet,  was  sundered,  divided  and  [)arct‘led  out  among 
neighboring  nations,  whose  oidy  excuse  tor  tlu‘  pt'rpetration 
of  this  outrage  was  an  alleged  [)reservation  of  the  balanci'  ot 
power.  Balance  of  power ! A horrid  phantom  which  time 
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and  again  has  reared  its  hideous  front,  fi-ightening  peace  and 
ha})piness  fi-om  their  legitimate  abodes! — a modern  Moloch, 
upon  whose  altars  ambitious,  designing  kings  and  potentates 
have  sacrificed  more  innocent  blood  than  the  repentant  tears 
of  Europe  can  for  centuries  blot  out. 

This  anniliilation  of  the  political  existence  of  Poland  was 
not  the  work  of  a moment,  or  the  quiet  consummation  of  in- 
trigues conducted  in  the  privy  councils  of  royalty.  It  was 
accomplished  only  when  the  strong  hand  of  oppression, — 
rendered  triply  powerful  by  an  unholy  alliance, — had  again 
and  again  beaten  into  the  dust  brave  arms  uplifted  in  that 
iiK'Jst  righteous  cause,  the  defense  of  a nation’s  honor  and 
liberty;  only  when  thousands  had  yielded  up  their  lives  in 
that  holy  behalf,  leaving  to  their  sons  and  to  men  of  all  ages 
examples  of  the  glorious  martyrdom  of  those  who  prefer 
poverty,  expatnation,  aye,  death  itself;  to  a life  and  citizenship 
subjected  to  the  outrages  of  an  unfeeling  and  inhuman  des- 
potism. 

The  sole  right  invoked  in  justification  of  tlie  partition,  was 
one  which  only  tyrants  and  freebooters  dare  to  claim — “the 
right  of  superior  physical  force.” 

To  the  shame  of  men  and  government  be  it  spoken,  this 
brutal  right  has  found,  and  is  still  finding  fearful  assertion 
even  in  these  latter  days  of  boasted  civilization,  and  against 
men  conservative  in  their  views,  observant  of  compacts' 
honest  in  their  efibrts  to  maintain  the  rights  of  personal 
libei-ty  and  private  property,  pure  in  honor,  inferior  to  none 
in  valor,  and  unsui'])assed  in  their  devotion  to  the  changeless 
])rinciples  of  truth  and  justice.  I mean  the  peoples  recently 
conq>osing  the  Southern  Confederacy. 

By  Eussia  the  war  was  ccmducted  with  a treachery,  rapa- 
city, falsehood  and  cruelty  not  unwortliy  the  suggesti^)ns  of  a 
Caligula,  while  on  the  ])art  of  the  Poles  it  constituted  (.)iie  of 
the  noblest  struggles  for  inde})endence  the  world  has  ever 
vitiK'ssed. — an  etlbrt  ]>rcmi])ted  not  by  blind  des]niir,  but 
born  ol‘  a firm  resolution,  sustained  by  a Wi‘ll-t‘ouiuh*d  1io[h', 
and  characteriz('d  by  high-toned  sentiment—  the  love  of 
country  and  fretalom,  humanity  and  justice.* 
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Any  attempt  to  overthrow  the  indcpeiicleuce  of  a people  once 
invested  with  the  privileges  of  liberty,  can  never  be  success- 
ful unless  there  be  a total  annihilation  of  those  intellectual 
and  moral  qualities  forming  the  commonwealth  and  dis- 
tinguishing it  from  other  communities.  The  devastating 
sword  may  lay  bare  the  fairest  homes,  and  the  iron  heel  of 
war  trample  fertile  fields  into  desert  wastes.  The  schemes  of 
the  oppressor  and  the  armies  of  the  tyrant  may  for  a time 
paralyze  the  impulses  and  check  an  expression  of  the  nobler 
feelings,  but  the  national  spirit  will  live.  It  wfil  live  in  the 
silent  caves  of  the  mountains,  in  the  shadows  of  the  forests, 
in  valleys  baptized  by  the  blood  of  heroes,  in  holy  memories 
of  a heroic  past,  in  the  glorious  recollections  transmitted  by 
patriots  and  mart\TS  who  gave  their  lives  for  its  support, — 
above  all,  in  the  sacred  recesses  of  unconquered  hearts,  and, 
upon  the  first  occasion,  like  the  returning  fire  of  a slumber- 
ing volcano,  it  wdl  kindle  into  renewed  animation  and  vigor. 
As  of  old,  in  mythical  times,  those  who  held  sway  over  the 
elements  were  giants  bom  of  night  and  chaos,  so  amid  polit- 
ical changes  wliich  convulse  nations,  and  in  perilous  epochs 
pregnant  with  unusual  issues,  from  out  the  very  vortex  of 
general  apprehension,  uTesolution,  uncertainty  and  dismay, 
arise  master  spills,  who,  lifting  themselves  above  the  com- 
mon level  and  gaining  the  ascendency  over  their  weaker  fel- 
lows, seem  constituted  for  the  emergency  and  ordained  for  the 
crisis. 

W e are  accustomed  to  regard  with  emotions  near  akin  to 
veneration,  the  men  and  great  deeds  of  the  past.  AVhen  the 
actor  in  person  no  longer  participates  in  the  scenes  of  his 
triumphs,  when  time  has  cast  its  forgetful  shadows  over  that 
historic  group  in  which  the  outlines  of  the  central  figure  art^ 
alone  clearly  discernable,  it  not  unfrecpiently  happens  tliat 
the  rough-hewn  image  of  former  days  rises  before  the  imagi- 
native eyes  of  succeeding  generations  into  all  the  dignity, 
beauty  and  ]U‘o]><)rtion  of  a finished  inasterpii'ce.  Tlie  <'lo- 
(luenee  of  the  orator  falls  iq)on  the  ear  in  more  eommaiuling 
tout's  as  it  comes  rept'ated  by  the  echoes  of  ct'iituries,  and 
t]u!  glt'am  of  the  warrior's  swt)id  st'oins  brightest  when  its 
llashes  leap  from  out  the  darkness  of  the  long  ago.  The 
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strong  fortress  of  to-day,  with  its  heavy  bastions  and  bur- 
nished batteries,  is  in  many  respects  far  less  attractive  than 
the  old  castle  l)ending  beneatli  the  weight  of  years,  its  towers 
overshadowed  l)y  the  clustering  i\j,  its  deserted  halls  tapes- 
tried with  the  moss  of  unrecorded  summers.  Age  does  in- 
deed impart  a dignity  to  and  impress  a seal  of  consecration 
upon  men  and  matter.  While  we  admire  the  virtues  and  the 
achievements  of  former  times,  it  does  not  become  us,  how- 
ever, to  regard  lightly  the  capabilities  of  the  present,  or, 
through  false  comparisons,  to  disparage  the  future.  Human 
nature,  human  intellect  and  human  impulses, — ^^although  in 
their  essentials  nearly  alike  in  every  age, — are  still  progi'es- 
sive  and  expanding,  and  we  are  encouraged  in  the  belief 
that  light  and  justice  must  eventually  prevail. 

But  two  years  since  Polish  exiles — assembled  from  vaiious 
countries  in  Europe — inaugurated  upon  Swiss  soil  a monu- 
ment commemorative  of  their  nation’s  long  and  unsuccessful 
struggle  for  independence.  It  consists  of  a column  of  black 
marble  surmounted  by  the  white  eagle  of  Poland.  Upon  the 
four  sides  of  its  pedestal,  in  Polish,  French,  German  and 
Latin,  is  engi’aved  this  moving  appeal : ''The  im mortal  genius 
of  Poland,  unsnlHlued  after  a struggle  of  a hundred  years,  on 
free  Helvetian  soil  a^ypeals  to  the  Justice  of  God  and  manP 

Scarce  a month  ago,  this  city  rendered  the  profoundest 
tribute  ever  paid  within  her  limits  to  the  memory  of  man. 
From  hoary  age  to  lisping  infancy,  with  one  heart  did  we 
unite  in  extending  the  highest  posthumous  honors  to  our 
gi*eat  and  beloved  captain,  Roliert  Edward  Lee.  That  day 
witnessed  the  power  of  Confederate  memories,  the  pathos  of 
Confederate  emotions  and  the  devotion  of  Confederate 
lieails.  Most  tenderly  sympathizing  in  the  kindred  soitows 
wliich  befel  the  Sarmatians  in  their  struggle  for  imh'])en- 
di'uce,  and  sharing  with  them  those  hopes  for  the  future, 
wiiich,  despite  the  disappointments,  the  injuries  and  the  in- 
justi(*e  of  the  ]>r('sent,  we  cherish  so  sacredly  in  our  own 
behalf,  we  can  but  tl•u^.t  that  the  time  will  come  in  the  good 
])rovidence  of  Him  who  can  bring  light  out  of  darkness  and 
bo'ak  all  bands  in  suiuha',  when  i‘Veii  disnicnil.ered  I’oland, 
gatluTing  her  expatriati'd  sons  from  the  east  and  west,  the 
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north  and  south,  and  arising  from  her  vassalage,  shall  stand 
again  in  the  sisterhood  of  nations  in  all  the  fr-eshness  and 
vigor  of  a regenerated  political  existence. 

Among  the  names  which  in  the  eighteenth  centurv’  lent  a 
lustre  to  romance  and  a dignity  to  history,  few  have  descend- 
ed to  us  mvested  with  greater  attractions  than  that  of 
Kasimir  Pul.\ski.  Bom  with  rank  and  fortune — liis  father 
an  able  junst"^ — his  family  ancient  and  influential — his  early 
years  were  spent  in  careful  study,  in  the  acquisition  of  a 
thorough  military  education,  and  in  the  cultivation  of  those 
elevated  principles  which  so  signally  distinguished  him  in 
after  life.t  Inwrought  in  the  very  constitution  of  his  soul 
were  an  aflection  for  free  institutions  and  a genuine  devoti(^n 
to  the  best  interests  of  his  country.  Surveying  with  anxious 
eye  the  pohtical  and  social  condition  of  Poland,  it  was  with 
the  liveliest  regi*et  he  observed  the  seeds  of  discord  thickly 
sown  where  should  have  flourished  only  unity  of  purpose 
and  generous  affiliation.  He  beheld  the  nobility  of  the  land, 
poweifril  in  wealth,  rank,  and  in  the  number  of  adherents, 
destitute  of  high  resolves  and  enfeebled  by  dissensions.  Tlu‘ 
humiliating  condition  into  which  his  country  had  been  pre- 
cipitated by  the  imbecility  of  Stanislaus  Augustus  and  tlu‘ 
interference  of  Bussian  intrigue,  awakened  his  profound  sor- 
row and  undisguised  indignation.  Turning  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  Poland,  venerable  for  its  antiquity,  he  became  per- 
suaded that  it  was  “ill  contrived,  without  central  vigor  and 
wholly  unsuited  to  the  present  crisis.”  And  yet  he  could 
not  resist  the  impression  that  the  great  heart  of  the  nation — 
once  aroused  to  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  the  threatened 
dangers — would  beat  in  unison  with  his  own.  He  saw  tlu' 
genius  of  Liberty  enthroned  upon  the  hills  which  reared  their 
eviudasting  heads  about  liim,  recognized  her  influence  in  tin' 
fr’i^e  air  which  floated  over  forest  and  valley,  and  heard  lu'V 
voice  alike  in  the  manly  traditions  of  his  race  and  in  the  im- 
petuous tommts  leaping  so  fearh'ssly  through  tludr  rock-worn 
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witli  tbo  tirst  faiiiilii  s,  [.articnlarly  with  tin'  jiriiirfly  bonsc  uf  ( '/artorinsky. 

tSi'o  “Histoiro  do  r\nan'bi<‘  de  Polotfuo  < t iln  Dt  nn mbroim-ut  de  oette  U«‘inibliiiUf.  jar 
cl  Uiilliion.'.”  Tuiuo  troisii  uio  pp  :W  40.  I'liris.  I.soT. 
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clmimels.  He  knew  tliat  tlie  inliabitants  of  sucli  a land — tlie 
])eople  of  such  descent — must  love  freedom  and  Late  oppres- 
sion, that  only  a rallying-point  was  wanted  to  evoke  the 
national  spirit  of  the  Poles  and  unite  them  in  an  earnest  'vdii- 
dication  of  their  claims  to  personal  and  political  hberty. 

Scarcely  had  his  youthful  form  attained  the  strength  and 
proportions  of  manhood,  when  we  find  him,  with  his  father 
. and  brothers,  di-afting  and  signing  a secret  compact  where- 
by they  solemnly  pledged  their  time,  fortunes,  energies  and 
lives  to  the  glorious  mission  of  accomplishing  the  redemption 
of  Poland.  This  became  the  noted  confederation  of  Barr — 
the  model  of  all  others  which,  during  the  four  subsequent 
years,  sprang  up  at  various  points.  “ Nor  does  this  step  ap- 
pear to  have  been  taken  without  due  deliberation.  There 
was  nothing  in  it  of  careless  endeavor  or  passing  amusement. 
It  involved  present  abnegation  and  coming  peril.  dElius 
Ptutus  with  his  own  teeth  tore  in  pieces  a woodpecker  be- 
cause the  augur,  when  consulted,  replied  if  the  bird  lived  the 
house  of  xBlius  would  flourish,  but  if  it  died  the  prosperity 
of  the  State  would  prevail.  So  Pulaski,  repudiating  the 
honors  and  emoluments  which  would  certainly  have  been  his 
had  he  courted  Kussian  influence,  or  sympathized  with  the 
schemes  of  the  dominant  party,  sacrificing  all  interests  of  a 
personal  and  selfish  cliaracter,  laying  aside  every  claim  to 
promotion  by  ^drtue  of  acknowledged  rank  and  family  posi- 
tion, and  devoting  his  patrimony  to  the  furtherance  of  the 
cause  of  the  Pevolutionists,  entered  the  lists  of  the  fiiends 
of  freedom  without  pretensions,  but  with  a strong  arm  and  a 
determination  to  consecrate  his  every  ability  to  the  liberation 
of  a land  endeared  to  him  by  holiest  ties.  Such  was  the 
"vugor  of  his  intellect,  such  the  wisdom  of  his  plans,  so  fear- 
less his  counsels,  and  so  intrepid  his  action,  that  in  a few 
months  he  became  one  of  the  acknowledged  and  favorite 
leaders  of  the  Patriots.  In  the  bosoms  of  the  brothers  Pu- 
laski, the  votive  spiiit  of  th<'ir  hoiiort‘d  father  awakeiu'd 
a kindred  response*.  In  fervid  language  did  tlu*y  j)ortray  the 
gl^ny  of  accomplisliing  tin*  re'gc'iu'iation  of  their  country,  as 

"S*-f  Spurks’s  Lilt-  ot  Pula.ski.  Liltniry  ot  Aiiu  rirau  Bu>j'raiiliy,  vol.  xiv,  p.  IJIH.  B*  stou. 
1H47. 
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from  point  to  point  tliev  journeyed,  awakening  the  public 
mind  to  a realizing  sense  of  the  time  political  condition  of 
Poland  and  to  an  appreciation  of  the  humiliating  results 
which  would  inevitahly  flow  from  a quiet  acquiesence  in  tli(‘ 
policy  prescribed  by  Piussia  and  her  minions.  Such  was  the 
enthusiasm  engendered  by  their  presence  and  manly  exhorta- 
tions, that  young  and  old  caught  the  inspiration.  Like  tlu‘ 
mothers  and  daughters  of  our  own  revolution,  the  women  of 
Poland  enthusiastically  pledged  their  aid,  their  jewels  and 
their  prayers  in  furtherance  of  the  gi*and  enteiqirise.  Monks 
and  devotees  acknowledged  the  patriotic  contagion,  and, 
quitting  their  altars,  marched  about  the  country  with  crosses 
and  flying  banners,  investing  the  crusade  against  tyranny 
with  the  sanction  of  their  countenance  and  their  beiiudii - 
tioiis. 

Confederations  were  multiplied,  and  thus  it  came  to  pass 
that  the  gi'ound-work  of  resistance  was  fully  laid.  Thes(‘ 
movements,  secretly  inaugurated,  soon  liecame  too  conspicu- 
ous not  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  Loyalists.  Ordm-s 
issued  by  the  King  to  quell  these  growing  disturbances  but 
added  fuel  to  the  flame.  Force  was  repelled  by  force,  and 
soon  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  the  sub- 
dued murmur  of  resistance  was  succeeded  by  the  shout  and 
tumult  of  contending  armies.  “The  name  which  soon  ecli])scd 
all  (dliers  and  which  became  one  of  the  surest  hopes  of  tlu‘ 
nation,  when  themultii)lied  faults  of  the  Turks  no  longer  permit- 
ted them  to  lend  succor  to  the  Poles,  was  that  of  young  Casimir 
Pulaski,  always  full  of  resources  in  misfortune  and  of  acti^■ity 
in  success.”*  His  vigilance  left  no  opportunity  for  surprist', 
and,  so  terrible  was  he  in  battle,  that  his  soldiers  reganh’d 
him  at  times  as  almost  too  fond  of  danger. 

X('ver  was  tlu'n'  a warrior,  says  lvulhiere,t  wl\o  possess(‘d 
greatt'r  dexttuity  in  ('V(uy  kind  of  service.  Endowed  by  a 
pt'culiar  gift  of  nature,  strt'ngthened  by  exeweise,  he  was  al- 
ways the  tirst  to  ehargt',  in  p(M  son,  witli  an  intrt‘])idity  v liiel; 
inspiri'd  Ids  followt'rs  to  indtati'  liis  I'xamph'.  Py  a natural 
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ascendancy,  Pulaski  was  the  chief  among  equals.  At  one 
time  he  had  scarcely  an  officer  whom  he  had  not  rescued 
either  from  the  hands  of  the  -enemy  or  from  some  danger, 
and  who  might  not  say  that  he  owed  his  life  and  hherty  to 
his  commander.  Intrepid  in  combat,  he  was  gentle,  obliging, 
sociable,  never  distinstful  where  he  had  once  placed  his  con- 
fidence, and  never  meddling  in  the  intrigues  which  embroiled 
the  confederations.  With  him, 

“The  love  of  liberty  with  life  was  given, 

, And  life  itself  the  inferior  gift  of  Heaven.” 

Such  being  the  distinguishing  traits  and  aims  of  this  noble 
man,  it  excites  no  wonder  when  we  are  told  that  his  name 
became  a watclnvord  of  heroic  action,  his  arm  a toAver  of  con- 
fidence and  pride.  His  wms  the  banner  to  which  old  and 
young  clung  with  especial  favor  ; for  they  w^ere  persuaded, 
one  and  all,  that  he  who  bore  it  w'as 

“A  friend  to  tnith,  of  soul  sincere. 

In  action  faithful  and  in  honor  clear.” 

At  the  outset,  the  Poles  hoped  by  petition  and  argument  to 
compass  a peaceable  assertion  of  their  right  to  retain  the 
quiet  enjoyment  of  their  homes,  their  ancient  freedom  and 
their  nation ahty;  but,  as  day  after  day  they  saw*  then*  soil 
desecrated  by  the  tread  of  usurpation,  their  high  stations 
filled  by  strangers,  and  found  many  of  their  owm  nolfies,  to 
w'hom  they  had  looked  for  support  and  protection,  deserting 
the  cause  of  liberty,  yielding  to  the  mfiuences  of  Pussian 
bribes,  and  busying  themselves  with  petty  jealousies  and 
umnanly  rivalries  to  the  utter  disregard  of  the  public  w'eal, 
the  mmds  of  the  common  people  became  fully  roused  to  a 
sense  of  impending  dangers,  and  their  answering  shouts  of 
defiant  indignation  rose  as  the  whirlwinds  in  their  wrath. 
We  may  not  now  enumerate  those  examples  of  stern  resist- 
ance, those  acts  of  daring,  of  self-denial,  of  manly  virtue 
which  will  render  this  one  of  the  most  remarkable  stniggles 
in  the  annals  of  the  world.  Tlie  hill-side  streams  ran  i’(h1 
with  the  blood  of  the  Confederates.  ^lore  than  oiu‘  pass 
was  converted  into  a Therniopyhr.  Time  and  again  wanv 
j)rodigies  of  valor  pin-formed  which  carry  us  back  to  tin'  bi-ave 
days  of  Tjcoiiiilas  and  Horatius,  and  remind  us  of  the  devo- 
tion of  tlu^  Decii. 


»'.;{;.)•>  r^:.'jKt(si  vAihi  :'idi  m'rr  bl'^s'h^  f^pmSat^odA 

:■,  .i’v.';>‘  riirr:;'.'-  ail  . Liui  'jd  oaxii 

I?  -ufl  a a.anV. 

: -.:  ' ':'•'  ) 'v;  •(  . -'  ^ .i  i.'Tv/^  hiti; 

: ' A . . - ", ' . ,: : -a  a f " ■ ■>.hi 

},-'/  -r.  r;'..'  ^^' : ,•  "v,- ■ , ' . / aa  r .aldjaai'ja 

■ ■ ■ ‘ "...  ; ' ' . ' a^:.:r  a if| 

: ' i-r  ;'v  .:'  : a ...'a  :w-"; 

. ■ ' '. ": " i ,;  i • ■ ■■  ; '■ : . ' n ■..'  ''■.-r'*- 

■ ■ .■  ■ . •■  '■  ■ ■ . ,'  ’ a .-■a-'-a',;-  :h  ,:U"\i 

■■  . ' ,„  , ;.  a : ^ ,.  ■./'  . ■ ,.  ; l ' ^■;  :;.;a 

,.,a,  .'.a.,  .ji',..  a.  ''.ea.  a Vi**.'  a'a  ;-■' .iL 

'^a  . : i.':  '.  ' ' a'  ' „:aani'a  aava^  ,•/ 

a a ^.v.,;  at  „aa  'a*  a vm^v 


' ' a,  ■ a ; ■ a ' , a a ■ 'a'ai  i ,-j 

: ^ a ■■  ,■-  ■ ; ■ ';  a ■-  ‘ a '■  ■ a' t ' a ^ ■ rai"-'; 

■aa,:a'a'a  a-"'  -.a  ;r;a  a.a  a-., .aiiv  ■ ■■'a"- aa^^.:j> 

■ , ' ■■■a.a  -a,.  ■ , .■•  ,,,  a ,a  - at.aa’a  .va'a.a  ■>;■■., ■a" 

';'■  .■■.•a  ■ a.i  1'  ^ ••  ; -r']  "a*  a.'’  a-'aa><'a’> 

.■  ..  ; . ; " ■ ; ■ . - ' . , , ' ,.a  a .a, . a . 

' '■  ■■  . a ■ , ■ :■■  •■■  ' . ■ ■ I /':a'i  ■'  »,;■  a'  ■■' 

, , , . . , , ‘ ^a'  ^ t 

; ■ . ■•*..  a a-  ■ , ■a/r.a-,aa'a!J  ■ :.■;■  a-. a,:  ‘ :aa  a.al'n'.i 

, a : ' : a.a.'  ■'■iH  ■ /.  ,.  aaa4.a.;i:i5: 

•, ’’a"'  a’  •-a":a’,'i  ,a,-.a:j 

'a?;,,';^af  ;•».;.{  las  • ,.t.  'i  aaaiai'Mj  ;a 

' ; ,.f  aiairv/hi  ti'//  'ail  r.n  .-a'vi  tUiiU'.iyA  ' 'iU 

■ -a '■■'.,■  --f  .‘‘ihi'Hll  ‘ar  ‘ ( '.  a,,-,;:  a>;>  ■*  au::  ^ ^ 

! a ' ;■:.  „a;  a a'  ‘ ^ 'a*,<  - -a  :."af i t ,'ir~Ai, 

;aaa;  ,!.-aa^a  ‘■j..Li  a,‘  -'a;-  aa.a  ’:■  ,aaj  ,'■//■  ii*)i !).'/■ 
a j;p  ■ a f : .-aa,  -a;^  -iji  Jfj 

■a!oi^',  aaaia^/a ’■'^aa,a^^>  -aa  ?,faaa.:|  ,oii// 
" 'fT^a;  ■ Ofia'i?  a-tj .a,^">riaaa.rr'  a aJau  l>'*:r>aTua'» 

* ;a.,i;a  - ,•  J-,i  i;/  ]V/:'i'«a‘l'i-a|  a -la-/  l<  > 

!('■' ;a,.  1 '.a a<  iSui',  luui 

.ii  i'id  ofU  !o  ijioti 


394 


CASIMIR  PULASKI. 


For  four  long  years  did  Pulaski  and  liis  gallant  companions 
in  arms  stem  tlie  lionid  tide  of  inyasioii  and  domestic  dis- 
sensions, often  causing  its  waves,  as  tliey  dashed  against  the 
rarnpai-ts  which  honor  and  patriotism  had  reared,  to  recoil  in 
dismay  and  wild  confusion. 

Even  now  the  Russian  trembles  as  he  hears  or  reads  of  the 
death-struggle  at  Okope.  Mention  the  name  of  Pulaski  within 
the  gi’ay  old  walls  of  the  fortress  of  Czenstokow,  and  each 
moss-covered  stone,  every  silent  gun-chamber,  becomes  vo(*al 
with  heroic  praise.  Ask  the  rugged  mountains — crovmetl 
with  ancient  forests — and  they  will  tell  you  how,  like  an  eagh) 
from  an  impregnable  e}U’ie,  he  there  brooded  over  the  nith- 
less  war,  thence  again  and  again  with  unerring  swoop  hurling 
his  death-dealing  squadi’ons  into  the  thickest  of  the  enemy’>; 
ranks;  and,  when  the  combat  was  over,  seeking  friendly 
shelter  in  these  inaccessible  retreats  w’here  he  could  gather 
fresh  strength  for  the  ceaseless  strife. 

Speaking  for  himself  and  of  himself  he  says : “I  regarded 
exery  moment  as  lost  which  was  not  employed  in  repelling 
the  enemies  of  my  country.  I have  endeavored  to  mark  my 
course  by  an  invincible  fortitude.  Neither  the  blood  of  one 
of  my  brothers,  which  was  shed  by  the  enemy  before  my 
eyes,  nor  the  cmel  servitude  of  another,  nor  the  sad  fate 
of  so  many  of  my  relations  and  compatriots  has  shaken  iny 
patriotism.  I declare  before  God,  before  the  Republic  t)f 
Poland,  and  before  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  that  my  heart 
is  an  utter  stranger  to  crime.  My  thoughts  and  actions  have 
had  no  other  end  than  the  good  of  my  country.”* 

In  the  struggle  of  the  few  with  the  many, — how  gallant  and 
prolonged  soever  it  may  be, — the  end  must  come.  The  be>t 
hopes  of  the  Confederates  were  doomed  to  disappointnnmt. 

“The  conspiracy  of  the  three  sovereigns  which  had  been 
seething  in  the  caldron  ot  secret  treachery,”  was  at  lengiii 
triumphant,  stani])ing  upon  its  authors  the  seal  of  eternal  in- 
famy. Nritlirr  th(‘  eouns('ls  of  wisdom,  nor  the  warrior’s 
swoi’d  could  longor  avert  the  impending  sorrows  of  this  once 
happy  poople.  Her  sons  ov(‘r[)owered,  scattertal,  slain,  Po- 
land lay  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  her  relenth'ss  pursuers. 

♦ St‘t*  rulaski’rt  piiMnluHl  lu  .laimary,  1772. 
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“In  vain,  alas  ! in  vain  ye  gallant  few  ! 

From  rank  to  rank  your  volley’d  tliuiuler  flew  ; 

Oil ! bloodirst  picture  in  the  book  of  Time 
Samartia  fell  unwept,  without  a crime  ; 

Found  not  a generous  friend,  a pitying  foe, 

Strength  in  her  arms,  nor  mercy  in  her  woe ! 

Dropp'd  from  her  nerveless  grasp  the  shatter’d  spear, 

Clos’d  her  bright  eye  and  curb’d  her  high  career. 

Oh  ! righteous  Ileav’n  ere  Freedom  found  a grave, 

Why  slept  the  sword  omnipotent  to  save? 

W'here  was  thine  arm  O ! Vengeance,  where  thy  rod 
That  smote  the  foes  of  Zion  and  of  God  ?” 

- Pulaski,  tke  noble,  the  valiant, — who  had  sacrificed  his  all, 
braved  every  danger  and  suffered  every  privation, — whose 
name  had  become  in  his  ovm  nation,  and  wherever  honor, 
justice  and  freedom  found  a votary,  a synonym  for  all  that 
was  pure  in  principle,  heroic  in  action,  knightly  in  bearing 
and  undying  in  devotion, — was,  wdthout  evidence  and  without 
a trial,  declared  an  outlaw  by  judicial  decision.  ^ 

Imagine,  if  you  can,  the  emotions  of  that  great  man  as  he 
profoundly  realized  the  gathering  miseries  of  the  beautifrd 
land  for  which  he  had  battled  so  bravely,  but  in  vain, — as  he 
looked  for  the  last  time  upon  forest,  mountain  and  river, — 
the  theatres  of  his  patriotic  endeavor, — upon  plains  incarna- 
dine with  the  life-blood  of  his  fallen  companions  in  arms, — 
upon  blackened  homes  once  the  abodes  of  peace  and  plenty, 
and  then  appreciate  the  anguish  which  must  have  possessed 
his  soul,  the  dark  desolation  which  overshadowed  his  heart, 
as  turning  from  the  mournful  retrospect,  he,  worse  than  an 
exile,  and  yet  in  all  that  constitutes  glorious  manhood  far 
above  the  power  which  dec^’eed  his  outlawry, — went  to  meet 
what  seemed  to  be  a hopeless,  rayless  future  in  the  laml  of 
strangers.  ' 

No  wonder  that  wanior’s  heart  grew  faint, — no  marvel  that 
tlie  stalwart  right  arm  which  had  so  often  wicflded  brigliti'st 
bl;id(>  wluTO  rnlubat  waXial  waniK'st,  fall  at  his  side 

as  he  contemplated  the  terrors  of  this  remorst'less  banish- 
ment. 

Kank,  wealtli,  residtmce,  citizenshi}>,  all  were  lost,  but  the 
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hero  lived.  He  lived  in  his  own  untarnished  honor,  in  the 
grateful  remembrance  of  his  brave  but  unfortunate  country- 
men, in  the  sincere  esteem  of  every  lover  of  freedom,  in  tlu' 
respect  wdiicli  his  chivalrous,  patriotic  acts  wTested  as  a re- 
luctant tribute  even  from  a faithless  foe.  He  will  thus  live 
while  records  endure.  Time  wdll  but  hallo'w  the  memories 
which  his -own  great  deeds  have  consecrated. 

Hisw'as  no  voluntary  expatriation,  no  abandonment  of  cause 
and  country.  His  departure  savored  neither  of  fear  nor  of  a 
retraction  of  those  exalted  promises  he  had  made  in  freedom’s 
behaK.  On  the  contrary,  it  wns  the  logical  sequence  of  a 
dreaded  consummation  wdiich  he  had  employed  every  effort 
to  postpone  and  utterly  prevent.  Further  insistence  was 
m.adness.  Most  gladly,  think  wn,  would  he  have  sealed  tho 
independence  of  Poland  wdth  his  blood,  or  mingled  his  bones 
with  those  of  his  slain  compatriots,  could  such  a martyrdom 
have  proved  of  any  avail.  The  hope  still  cheered  his  heart 
that'  amid  the  changes  of  empires  a favorable  opportunity 
would  present  itself  for  again  lifting  the  standard  of  liberty 
upon  the  hill-tops  of  Poland.  This  hope,  unrealized,  he  car- 
ried with  him  to  his  grave.  DuPortail*  says  the  last  w*ords 
uttered  by  Pulaski,  when  expiring,  wnre,  “You  own  to  the 
Russians  an  eternal  hatred.  You  owe  to  Poland  the  last 
drop  of  your  blood.” 

For  the  succeeding  five  years,  the  life  of  our  hero  wns  passed 
in  sadness,  poverty  and  comparative  silence.  The  pledges  of 
assistance  given  by  Turkey  were  at  first  tardily,  and  at  length 
never  fulfilled.  During  his  sojourn  in  the  land  of  the  Musst^l- 
minn,  time  and  again  did  he  urge  the  claims  of  his  falkai 
country  u])on  the  consideration  of  neighboring  humanity; 
but  they  were  unacknowledged,  and  he  aw'oke  to  the  sad  con- 
viction that  tlie  hot-beds  of  despotism  w'ould  m^t  cause  a 
siiigle  bud  to  ])l()ssom  oil  that  tree  of  liberty  which  he  had, 
planted  w ith  his  own  hands  and  w'atered  daily  with  his  patriot 
t(‘ars. 

Failing  to  enlist  the  sympathies  of  Turkey,  he  abandoneil 
that  country  for  France.  Just  then  the  ear  of  Paris  was 
caught  by  the  clarion  notes  of  our  Declaration  of  lnd(‘peml- 
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ence,  and  the  heart  of  the  French  nation  was  warming  to- 
wards us  in  generous  appreciation  of  the  impulses  which  led 
to  the  separation  of  the  United  Colonies  fi’om  the  mother 
country. 

Pulaski,  perceiving  a new  field  for  vindicating  ^vdth  his 
sword  the  same  principles,  tlie  same  rights,  the  same  immu- 
table laws  in  whose  behalf  he  had  Tvielded  it  vitli  such  sin- 
gleness of  purpose  in  his  own  countiy^,  resolved  immediately 
to  tender  his  military  seiwices  to  the  infant  repubhe. 

There  is  sometliing  peculiarly  attractive  and  impressive  in 
the  impulse  which,  in  that  trying  hour,  brought  to  our  assist- 
ance heroes  imallied  to  us  by  association  or  blood — soldiers 
who  came  not  to  secure  indi’vddual  preferment  or  promote 
private  interests — daring  men  upon  whose  ser^dees  we  could 
of  right  urge  no  claims  save  such  as  are  recognized  by  the 
brave  and  generous  of  every  land  when  the  cause  of  fi*eedom 
demands  assistance,  and  the  principles  of  justice  protection. 

“They  Avhom  tlieir  trust  sliould  <rvow  to  were  not  here. 

They  were,  as  all  their  other  comforts,  far  hence 

In  their  own  coimtry," 

“The  abstract  love  of  Liberty,”  a desire  to  setup  a standard 
of  revolt  where  heaids,  panting  beneath  burthens  which  op- 
pression imposed,  yearned  for  deliverance,  that  inborn  sym- 
pathy which  prompts  the  disinterested  and  the  courageous 
to  lend  a lielj^ing  hand  wheresoever  the  feelde  and  the  mno- 
cent  are  seeking  to  assert  their  inalienable  rights,  these 
brought  them  then  to  our  shores.  So  long  as  memory  holds 
her  seat,  until  manly  breasts  prove  insensible  to  gratefid 
emotions,  will  we  cherish  the  names,  acknowledge  the  servi- 
ces, and  emulate  the  virtues  of  such  gallant  foreigners  as 
Pulaski,  LaFayette,  Steuben,  DeKalb  and  Kosciuszko. 
Heaven  rest  theii’  souls ! they  did  valiant  ser\ice  in  the  Spar- 
tan daj's  of  our  forefathers. 

'^Pulaski  saw  from  afar  the  “fair  temple  of  American  mde- 
]>endence  rising  like  an  exlialation  from  tlie  soil, 

“Not  in  the  ."unsliiiu*  and  the  .«mile  of  Heaven, 

But  wrapt  in  whirlwinds  and  begirt  with  woes,” 

and  as  he  looked  a holy  enthusiasm  was  kindled  in  his  breast 
whicli  made  him  yearn  for  a place  in  the  war-eouneil  of  the 
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Revolution.  Learning  liis  desire,  Dr.  Franldin,  tlien  in  Paris, 
favored  him  'svitli  the  following  uitrodiictor}'  letter  to  General 
Washington : “Count  Pulaski,  of  Poland,  an  officer  famous 

throughout  Europe  for  his  bravery  and  conduct  in  defense  of 
the  liberties  of  his  country  against  the  three  great  mvading 
powers  of  Russia,  Austria  and  Prussia,  will  have  the  honor 
of  delivering  this  into  your  hands.  The  court  here  have 
encoui’aged  and  promoted  his  voyage  from  an  opinion  that 
he  may  be  highly  useful  in  our  service.” 

Fortified  with  such  commendation  from  the  accredited  rep- 
resentative of  the  united  colonies,  then  scarcely  admitted  into 
the  sisterhood  of  nations,  canying  with  him  a goodly  reputa- 
tion acknowledged  and  admired  alike  by  friend  and  foe^ — his 
brilliant  record  at  once  a passport  and  a pledge  of  future 
action — he  could  not  fail  of  a joyful  welcome  from  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  army,  from  the  American  Congi’ess, 
and  from  the  ]>eople  at  large. 

^ Ai-riving  in  Philadelphia  during  the  summer  of  1777,  he 
joined  the  army  as  a volunteer,  and  we  find  him  with  Wash- 
ington, Greene,  Wayne,  SuUivan  and  LaFayette,  at  the  battle 
- of  Brandywme,  striking  his  first  blow  in  behalf  of  American 
indej)endence.  In  reconiioitermg,  he  rode  within  pistol  shot 
of  the  enemy,  and  such  was  the  confidence  which  his  gallant 
bearing,  intrepidity  and  military  skill  won  even  from  the 
cautious  and  ever  watchful  “Father  of  his  Country,”  that 
towards  the  close  of  the  engagement  he  was  entrusted  with 
the  command  of  Washington’s  l)ody-guard.  Four  days  after- 
wards he  was  commissioned  by  Congress  as  a Brigadier  Gen- 
eral and  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  cavalry.  In  recom- 
mending Count  Pulaski  for  this  position.  General  Washing- 
ton, in  his  letter  to  Congress,  says : “ This  gentleman  has 
been,  like  us,  engaged  in  defending  the  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence of  his  country,  and  has  sacrificed  his  fortune  to  his  zeal 
for  these  obj(‘cts.  He  derives  from  hence  a title  to  our  res- 
]>ect  tlnii  nnglit  to  o]>crate  in  his  favor  as  far  as  the  good  of 
the  service  will  ])crmit.” 

Thus,  to  tlu‘  young  and  gallant  Pole  was  early  and  honor- 
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oftictrs  m t:nro|)c." 
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able  coinpanionsliip  accorded  among  the  great  captains  of 
the  army  of  lil^eration. 

It  is  woidhy  of  remark  that  prior  to  the  an-ival  of  Pulaski, 
cavalry,  as  an  arm  of  service,  had  received  comparatively 
httle  attention  in  our  army.  Until  his  appointment  there  was 
no  officer  m this  branch  of  higher  rank  than  that  of  Colonel. 

Light  Horse  Harry  Lee,  Sumter,  Marion  and  William 
Washington,  had  not  then  fully  demonstrated  the  value  of 
mounted  men  and  the  power  of  the  keen-edged  sabre. 

With  Pulaski,  cavalry  was  the  favorite  arm.  A true  Sar- 
matian,  he  was  bred  to  the  saddle.*  He  loved  the  broad 
blade,  the  bugle-call,  the  pawing  steed — his  neck  clothed  with 
thunder — and  the  charging  stpiadrons.  With  these  was  all 
his  past  military  reputation  most  closely  allied.  An  experi- 
enced officer,  he  knew^  and  appreciated  the  excellencies  of 
this  branch  of  the  service,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his 
position  resolved,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  to  remedy  all  defects 
and  supply  every  existing  deficiency.  L^nfortunately  our 
resources  were  hmited,  our  revenues  small,  and  our  soldiers 
few.  As  a natural  consecpience,  despite  his  earnest  eftbrts, 
seconded  as  they  were  by  his  brother  officers  and  by  the 
general  government,  PulasJd  failed  in  securing  as  large  a 
body  of  horse  as  he  desii’ed  or  the  exigencies  of  the  service 
seemed  to  demand.  Concentrating  his  squadrons,  as  far  as 
practicable,  and  placing  himself  at  their  head,  he  inaugurated 
a system  of  exercise  and  discipline,  which  in  a short  time, 
developed  such  precision  in  drill  and  dexterity  of  movement 
that  his  troops  of  horse  became  the  achniration  of  the  army. 
We  may  not  now  pause  to  mark  him  well  as  at  Warren  Tavern, 
at  Germantown,  at  Haddonfield,  Little  Egg-harbor  and  else- 
where, he  displayed  his  accustomed  zeal  and  intrepidity, 
transferring  to  the  battle  fields  of  America  the  same  devo- 
tion, alacrity  and  heroism  ^\hich  had  rendered  his  name  so 
illustrious  upon  Sarniatian  soil. 

Mf  is  r<  that  aniniii:  otlu'r  halts,  this  <hirin^'  hurs<‘inan  wonlct  sonirtinu's.  whilo  hi;? 

w.us  iiiiilt  r lull  >,ail!i'ii.  ilisi  h trm-  lus  iiistul.  thnnv  it  iii  ttu'  air,  latrli  it  hy  the  harr<  1. 
aihl  thru  hurl  it  in  trniit  as  if  at  . ii  eiu  iuy.  With  uit  rlioi'kin^'  the  spi't  d of  his  horse,  he 
Mould  take  niu-  fm,t  from  tin  stirrup  and.  hendiii;'  over  toivanl  the  enMind.  reeover  his  pistol 
and  w heel  into  line  w ith  as  iiiiieh  pr'-<  ision  a.s  d he  had  ht  eii  eiittaded  in  notlnne  Imt  the 
nianiideineiit  of  the  animal.  Locsiud’s  Pictofial  t'ield  U'’ok  of  the  Ut volution,  p.  Jp).  Note. 
New  York,  IWJ. 


400 


CASIMIIi  PUL.\-SKI. 


Perceiving  that  his  expectations  of  usefulness  at  the  head  of 
the  cavalry,  from  the  very  nature  of  things,  could  not  be  fully 
realized — that  the  character  of  the  service  was  such  that  his 
troopers  were  frequently  required  in  detachments  as  scouting 
paidies  or  as  escorts,  thus — because  of  the  paucity  of  their 
numbers — often  preventing  united  action  upon  a general 
system — having  an  intimation  that  some  of  the  officers  of  the 
regiments,  which  had  heretofore  been  acting  as  independent 
organizations,  could  not  easily  become  reconciled  to  the 
orders  of  a superior,  and  he  a foreigner,  with  ideas  of  drill 
and  discipline  much  more  exact  than  those  to  which  they  and 
their  men  had  been  accustomed — and  believing  that  a remedy 
could  not  readily  be  applied  without  a resort  to  measures 
which,  although  at  command,  he  was  at  this  juncture  un- 
wilhng  to  invoke,  of  his  own  accord  Pulaski  resigned  his 
command,  and  about  the  middle  of  March,  1778,  returned  to 
tlie  main  army  at  Valley  Forge. 

Tliis  act  proves  the  disinterested  disposition  of  this  good 
man.  Entmsted  with  high  position,  he  returned  his  commis- 
sion so  soon  as  his  conduct  and  ser\dces  in  that  capacity,  in 
his  judgment,  did  not  promote  perfect  harmony  and  entire 
good  will  among  the  advocates  of  the  cause  of  his  ado]>tion — 
so  soon  as  he  believed  there  were  other  circumstances 
nnder  which  his  knowledge,  experience  and  influence  might 
be  more  efficiently  and  acceptably  employed. 

At  his  own  suggestion,  adopted  by  Washington  and  sanc- 
tioned by  Congress,  Pulaski  applied  himself  with  grt'at 
activity  to  enlisting,  equi])ping  and  disciplining  an  organization 
of  three  companies  of  Horse  and  three  of  Infantry,  placed  to 
a gi’eat  extent  upon  an  independent  footing.  This  constitutt'd 
tlie  celebrated  “Pulaski’s  Legion,”  which  rendered  important 
service  during  the  subsecpient  operations  of  the  war,  es])c- 
cially  in  the  Soutlu'rn  campaigns.  It  was  recruited  mainly 
in  Baltimore,  and  its  organization  was  perfected  in  that  city. 

AVhile  at  Bethlt'hem,  in  the  s]U'ing  of  1778,  the  ])resenre 
and  conduct  of  (k  unt  Pulaski  productal  such  a favorable  ini- 
pi’t'ssion  upon  the  jommunity,  that  the  Moravian  singh'  si>- 
tm's,  as  a tt'.stimonial  of  their  gratiUul  appreciation  of  his  sm-- 
vices,  with  their  own  hands  worked  for  him  a baiinm-  of 
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crimson  silk,  of  appropriate  device,  and  with  patriotic  wishes 
and  fervent  blessings  committed  it  to  his  heroic  keeping.  The 
poet,  Longfellow,  has  embalmed  in  verse  this  episode  in  the 
life  of  our  hero.  Eeceiving  that  banner  with  graceful  ac- 
knowledgments, Pulaski  bore  it  proudly  and  in  honor  at  the 
head  of  his  Legion  until  that  day,  when,  before  the  hues  at 
Savannah,  it  became 

“His  martial  cloak  and  shroud.” 

That  banner,  battle-scarred  and  faded,  hangs  in  the  hall  of 
the  Maryland  Historical  Society.  It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  we  Georgians  have,  perhaps,  a better  right  to  it’s 
sacred  custody. 

In  February,  1779,  the  Count  was  ordered  to  South  Caro- 
lina. iTlie  very  day  Prevost  crossed  the  Ashley  river  to  com- 
plete his  investment  of  Charleston,  Pulaski  crossed  the 
Cooper  river,  with  his  Legion,  to  assist  in  the  defense  of  that 
city.  ' In  order  to  check  the  rapid  advance  of  the  British 
forces,  and  afford  the  American  army  time  to  complete  its 
defensive  preparations,  an  expedition  against  the  enemy 
was  immediately  resolved  upon.  Although  his  horses  were 
sadly  jaded  by  their  long  marches,  there  was  no  opportunity 
for  rest,  and  Pulaski  at  once  hurled  every  available  trooper 
against  the  head  of  the  British  column.  The  charge  was  in 
keeping  Tvith  the  character  of  the  Count  who  led  it — des- 
perately brave — and,  during  its  continuance,  upon  the 
authority  of  Dr.  luimsay,"  Pulaski  had  several  personal  en- 
counters with  mendjers  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  and  every- 
wliere  displayed  the  gi’eatest  intrepidity.  Coin:  Kowatch, 
second  in  command — a gallant  and  experienced  officer — was 
slain.  The  shock  was  so  unexpected  and  vehement,  that  the 
British  column  staggered,  and  then  deployed,  thus  losing  tlu^ 
golden  opportunity  of  anticipated  surprise,  while  Pulaski 
sullenly  retired  with  his  little  command  within  the  lines  of 
Charleston.  MTien  the  haughty  Prevost,  displaying  his 
forces,  summoned  the  city  to  an  immediate  and  unconditional 
suiTt'iuh'i’,  tlu'  inhabitants  and  civil  authoriti('s,  fearing  the 
calaniitif's  of  a siege  and  the  probable  stoiniing  of  the  town, 

of  tlu*  Ui  voliitiou  of  South  Carolina, " \c.,  voi.  11.  p,  '2<k 
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urged  upon  the  military  the  expediency  of  a capitulation. 
^Miile  the  general  suspense  was  mtense,  and  there  appeared 
to  be  a growing  inclination  to  accede  to  the  demand  of  the 
English  commander,  General  Moultrie,  Count  Pulaski  and 
Colonel  John  Laurens  went  before  the  Council  and  advised 
resistance  with  such  confidence  and  inspiring  eloquence  that 
Charleston  was  spared  the  mortification  of  a surrender,  and 
Prevost  soon  compelled  precipitately  to  abandon  his  enter- 
prize. 

From  the  moment  the  attack  upon  Charleston  was  frus- 
trated and  until  the  arrival  of  the  retreating  British  forces  in 
Savannah,  Pulaski — although  sufiering  from  frequent  attacks 
of  climate  fever,  induced  by  constant  exposure  in  a malarial 
region — pursued  the  enemy,  hovering  near  him  with  his 
legion,  and  dealing  a blow  wherever  and  whenever  even  a 
forced  oppoi*timity  presented  itself. 

After  Prevost  had  evacuated  Carolina,  Pulaski — to  Avhom 
had  been  entrusted  the  command  of  the  cavalry  in  the  de- 
partment— retired  to  a ridge  about  fifty  miles  northeast  of 
Augusta,^  where  he  might  secure  forage  and  be  within  su})- 
porting  distance  of  both  Charleston  and  Augusta.  Here  he 
received  orders  to  join  General  McIntosh  at  Augusta,  and  to 
move  with  him  toward  Savannah  in  advance  of  the  army 
under  General  Lmcoln.  He  was  directed  to  attack  the  Brit- 
ish outposts  and  o})en  communication  with  the  French  fleet 
under  Count  il'Fstaing,  then  upon  the  coast.  Before  the 
enemy  was  aware  of  his  })resence,  Pulaski  captured  an  out- 
post; and,  after  several  skirmishes,  established  permanent 
communication  with  the  French  at  Beaulieu.  Gen.  McIntosh 
moved  up  with  his  command  and  halted  at  Milieu’s  planta- 
tion, three  miles  from  Savannah,  where  he  awaited  the  arrival 
of  General  Lincoln. 

And  now  W(^  turn  to  the  closing  clnq)ter  in  the  history  of 
this  goodly  knight.  He  who  had  hitherto  borne  a charmed 
life  upon  the  battle  field  and  in  dangers  oft,  was  now  to  tes- 
tify, ev(Mi  by  sclf-saeritiet',  his  suprtnne  devotion  to  tlie  nobl* 
cause  of  liis  atb)ption.  It  is  a {)i'oud,  although  nnlaiulioly 
satisfaction,  that  our?^  is  the  soil  hallowed  by  his  precious 
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‘ blood — Savannah,  the  city  for  whose  liberation  he  perished. 

' The  record  of  his  death  is  brief,  but  it  is  sacred.  AVe  adopt 
the  account  of  Colonel  Paul  Bentalou,  who — an  old  iiian  in 
1824 — described  himself  as  one  of  Pulaski’s  surviving  of- 
ficers— one  whose  pride  it  was  to  have  served  his  country 
under  that  celebrated  commander,  indisputably  the  most 
active  and  the  gi-eatest  partisan  leader  of  his  time — one  who 
was  by  his  side  when  he  received  his  mortal  wound,  and  who 
attended  him  until  that  moment  when  his  noble  soul  depart- 
ed from  the  gangrened  body  to  re-ascend  to  its  native 
Heaven. 

’ “On  the  first  of  September,  1779,  Count  D’Estaing  ap- 
peared on  the  coast  of  Georgia  with  a large  fleet  and  about 
six  thousand  troops.  AVhile  cruizing  in  the  West  Indies  he 
had  been  informed  of  the  situation  of  the  Southern  States  ; 
and  he  now  \usited  this  part  of  the  American  coast  for  the 
purpose  of  co-operating  with  Lincoln  in  some  signal  and 
decisive  entei'j)rise.  An  attack  upon  Savannah  was  quickly 
concerted  between  them. 

“Savannah  was  neither  a fortress  nor  a walled  city.  It  was 
merely  a to^\'n  fortified  with  batteries,  redoubts  and  abattis. 
AVhen  summoned  by  D’Estaing  to  surrender  the  place,  Pre- 
vost  requested  time  to  deliberate,  and  this  was  inconsider- 
ately gi*anted.  The  interval  was  employed  in  introducing 
into  the  town  a considerable  reinforcement  and  in  strength- 
ening its  defenses.  Besistance  v/as  then  resolved  upon.  A 
storm  or  a siege,  therefore,  became  inevitable.  The  latter 
was  prefeiTed.  After  the  necessary  preparations,  a heavy 
cannonade  was  opened  uj)on  the  enemy’s  works  and  briskly 
kept  up  for  several  days,  but  without  the  desired  eftect. 

“D’Estaing’s  marine  officers  remonstrated  against  his  con- 
tinuing to  expose  so  valuable  a fleet  to  the  fury  of  the 
elements  at  this  tenq)estuous  season,  or  to  the  j)ossible  arrival 
of  a superior  British  naval  force,  and  loudly  urged  his  de- 
parture. An  assault  was  consecpiently  resolved  upon.  This 
assault  was  to  l)e  made  on  the  right  of  tin*  British  liin'>. 
Two  columns — one  French  and  the  otln*r  American — wt*rt'  to 
attack  at  the  same  time,  each  a particular  n'doubt.  In  the 
rear  of  tlie  columns  the  whole  cavalry — American  and 


! 


i 


404 


CASIMIR  PULASKI. 


Frencli — was  to  be  stationed  under  the  coinniand  of  Count 
Pidaski.  Should,  as  was  conlidently  expected,  the  redoubts 
be  earned  and  the  way  opened,  that  hitrepid  leader  was,  with 
these  united  troops  of  horse,  to  enter  the  place,  sword  in 
hand,  and  carry  confusion  and  dismay  among  the  garrison. 
D’Estaing  led  in  person  the  French  corps  of  attack.  Wish- 
ing to  avoid  a circuitous  advance  round  a swamp,  and  sup- 
posing the  gi’ound  at  the  bottom  to  be  sufficiently  firm,  he 
marched  cbrectly  through  it.  The  enemy  had  been  informed 
of  his  plan  by  spies.  They  knew  the  intended  point  of  attack, 
and  the  direction  in  which  the  approach  of  the  assailants  was 
to  be  made.  Accordingly  they  collected  all  their  force  where 
it  would  be  required,  and,  at  the  first  alarm  opened  a tre- 
mendous and  deadly  fire.  Pulaski,  impatient  to  know  when 
he  was  to  act,  determined,  after  secunng  his  cavalry  under 
cover  as  well  as  the  gi’ound  would  admit,  to  go  forward  him- 
self, and  called  upon  Captain  Bentalou  to  accompany  him. 
They  had  proceeded  only  a small  distance  when  they  heard 
of  the  havoc  produced  in  the  SAvamp  by  the  hostile  batteries. 
D’Estaing  himself  Avas  giievously  Avounded.  AAvare  of  the 
fatal  effects  which  such  a disaster  Avas  likely  to  produce  on 
the  spirits  of  French  soldiers,  and  hoping  that  his  presence 
would  reanimate  them,  Pulaski  rushed  on  to  the  scene  of  dis- 
order and  bloodshed.  In  his  attempt  to  penetrate  to  the 
murderous  spot,  he  received  a SAvivel  shot  in  the  upper  part 
of  his  right  thigh,^^  and  the  officer  avIio  had  accompanied  him 
was,  Avhile  on  his  Avay  back,  Avounded  by  a musket  baU. 

“The  enteiqn-ise  upon  Savannah  Avas  abandoned  by  the  alheal 
armies.  The  Americans  and  the  French,  having  Avitnessed 
each  other’s  zeal  and  courage,  and  acapiittiiig  each  other  of 
any  intentional  share  in  this  disastrous  rc'sult,  sc])arated  in 
perfect  harmony.  Count  D'Estaing  reimbarked  his  troo}>s 
and  artillery,  and  Pulaski  Avith  his  Avounded  ofiicer,  Avas  con- 
veyed on  board  the  United  States  brig,  the  Was]>,  to  go 
round  to  Charh'stou.  T1k\v  r(‘mained  some  days  in  the  Sa- 
vannah river;  and,  during  that  time,  the  most  skillful  sur- 

•■■Fcllow  my  I..inr*  rn  f ' whnni  I umv.-m  my  m-,l,  r ol  attfi.  k."  >vor»>  th*'  rinal  injunctions 
(tf  PuJa'^ki  a*  lie  w;ih  l>orne  troin  the  rii  hi.  They  were  aihlrc  sse<l  to  fol.  Horry, 

OunlcDs'  Anecdotes,  vul.  iii,  TJ.  I'ield's  reprint. 
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geons  in  the  Freiicli  fleet  attended  on  Count  Pulaski.  It  was 
found  impossible  to  establish  suppuration,  and  gangi’ene  was 
the  consequence.  Just  as  the  Wasp  got  out  of  the  river, 
Pulaski  breathed  his  last,  and  the  corpse  immediately  became 
so  offensive  that  his  officer  was  compelled,  though  reluctantly, 
to  consign  to  a wateiy  grave  all  that  was  now  left  upon  earth 
of  his  beloved  and  honored  commander.* 

“The  Wasp  entered  the  harbor  of  Clarleston  with  her  flag 
half  hoisted.  The  mournful  signal  was  repeated  by  all  the 
shipping  in  the  port,  and  all  the  forts  and  batteries  responded 
to  it  in  the  manner  usual  on  occasions  of  deep  and  universal 
sorrow.  The  Governor  and  Council  of  South  Carolina,  and 
the  municipal  authorities  of  Charleston,  jointly  adopted  reso- 
lutions to  pay  to  the  memory  of  General  Pulaski  the  most 
respectful  and  the  most  splendid  funeral  honors.  A day  was 
set  apart  for  the  celebration  of  the  obsequies,  and  the  Quar- 
termaster General  of  the  United  States  at  Charleston  directed 
to  make  and  to  defray  all  the  preparations  necessary  for  that 
melancholy  solemnity.  The  procession  was  grand,  magnifi- 
cent, suited  to  the  occasion.  The  pall  was  carried  by  three 
American  and  three  French  officers  of  the  highest  grade,  fol- 
lowed by  the  beautiful  horse  which  Pulaski  rode  when  he  re- 
ceived his  mortal  wound,  with  all  the  accoutrements,  armor 
and  dress  which  he  then  wore.  So  immensely  large  was  the 
mournful  |)rocession,  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  make  a 
cii’cuit  round  the  whole  city  to  the  Church,  where  an  eloquent 
and  imj)ressive  discourse  was  delivered  l)v  tlie  Chaplain  of 
the  army.”t 

This  .narrative  of  the  heroic  death  and  burial  of  the  gal- 
lant Pole,  prepared  by  a revolutionary  officer  who  shared  in 
the  dangers  of  the  assault,  and  was  an  eye  witness  of  the 
memorable  events  which  then  transpired,  who — a Ca[)tain  in 
the  Legion — was  by  his  side  when  he  received  his  mortal 
hurt,  and,  although  himself  wounded,  never  left  him  until  in 
death  his  honort'd  commamler  found  relitd  fn'nn  ])livsical 

’♦Coniian*  “Lfttor  fruin  a (ifutloniun  of  tho  (fcin  ral  Hospital  at  Savaiinali,”  .^o.,  mid.  r Jat.* 
NovouihtT  ‘.!4.  ITT'.i,  in  whi.  h tln>  writor  says.  ••I’ula.ski  is  .UikI  of  liis  U'omids  and  was  thrown 
ov.  rlj.-ard  on  tln-ir  i'asaaj^o  to  t 'liarl.  s To\ui." 

-Sii';,..'  of  Savannah,”  p.  Hi.  .Mhany,  IsCai.  . 

f"i’ula.ski  viiidivatod  from  an  unaupportod  churo.*,”  iVo.  pp.  ’JH— dl.  Haltimort.*,  HsJl. 
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suffering — who,  with  his  own  eye,  beheld  the  triumph  of  the 
last  enemy  and  then  saw  the  sad  rites  performed  wliich  con- 
signed that  precious  body  to  the  deep,  settles  forever  in  the 
mind  of  every  cambd  inquirer  all  doubts  respecting  the  burial 
place  of  Pulaski.* 

He  sleeps  where  the  ebbing  tide  of  our  own  Savannah 
meets  and  commingles  with  the  waters  of  the  broad  Atlantic. 
Fit  resting  place  for  a man  of  such  expansive  sold  ! He 
sleeps  where  the  praises  in  honor  of  his  gi’eat  deeds  sung  by 
the  waves  of  the  Savannah  as  they  kiss  the  shore  consecrated 
by  his  memories,  are  caught  up  by  the  billows  of  ocean  and 
joyfully  repeated  in  wider  circles  in  more  heroic  strains.  He 
sleeps  where  the  ambient  air — fragi*ant  with  the  perfumes  of 
a land  whose  freedom  he  died  to  achieve— -tells  to  Atlantic 
breezes  the  story  of  his  fame,  that  they  too,  in  glad  acclaim, 
may  answer  back  to  the  farthest  coast  the  greatness  of  his 
name.  By  a strange  coincidence,  the  beloved  of  Mars  rests 
in  the  embrace  of  Neptune. 

“Sleep  on,  sleep  on  ! Al)ove  thy  corse 
The  winds  their  Sahhath  keep; 

The  waves  are  round  thee  and  thy  breast 
Heaves  with  the  heaving  deep. 

♦ ♦ " ♦ 4t 

Sleep  on,  sleep  on  ; the  glittering  depths 
Of  ocean’s  coral  caves 
Are  thy  bright  urn; — thy  requiem 
The  music  of  its  waves.” 

If  it  be  tnie  that 

“We  live  in  deeds,  not  years — in  thoughts,  not  breaths. 

In  feelings,  notin  tigures  on  a dial;” 

. if 

“lie  most  lives 

Who  thinks  most — feels  the  noblest,  acts  the  best,” 
if  not  hoary  hairs,  Imt  a briglit  record  of  ennobling  acts  is  the 
true  index  of  a W(‘ll  sp(‘iit  (Existence,  and  a .sure  pltulge  that  sped 
moments  liave  not  passed  without  leaving  tluur  }U’oper  mark, 
tlien  indeed  did  Pulaski — although  yielding  up  his  brave 
s)>irit  ill  tlie  noontide  of  hisagi' — aia'omplish  his  earthlv  mis- 
sion nobly  and  in  honor.  His  superior  endowimaits,  liisztuil, 

*Thi*  a.'JSfi  tii'U  that  li«-  was  )iit<  rn  U ut  (Jrr*-n\\  i<  h is  hist"|-j,  ally  iiuui  n t t.  Tin-  ••hal- 
l.>\v<U  t'niiiii.l”  iiiarki  il  by  tin-  ••iiiajt  ?,tu-  palnirtto  aii.l  nl.-Ttsy-h  uvnl  ami  traililioiially 

k.iowii  as  ••I’lilaski's  < iruvi*."  imNi  r ronstituti'il  thf  tfiiiiHirars  ului  e of  »)ur  hero.  Hia 

bom  s do  uot  lie  InMieath  the  heaiitilul  inomuiieiit  in  Monterey  snuare. 
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ilis  militar}^  skill  and  intrepidity,  bis  generosity,  bis  inanlf 
yirtues  and  bis  snl.diine  deyotion  to  tbe  eause  of  liberty,  botb 
in  bis  oyTi  country  and  in  tbe  land  of  bis  adoption,  constitute 
bim  a beau-ideal  of  tbe  ])atriot,  tbe  pbilantbropist  and  tbe 
soldier.*  His  access  to  tbe  temple  of  fame  was  obtained 
tbrougb  tbe  temple  of  yiidue — consequently  bis  reputation  is 
imperisbable. 

AMien  tbe  Polish  King  beard  of  bis  death,  be  exclaimed,  “Pu- 
Hski  ba^  died  as  be  Kyed— a hero,  but  _an  enemy  of  Kings.” 
While  that  king  and  bis  associates  are  sleeping  in  tombs 
whose  eyerj  memory  is  suggestiye  of  unholy  acts  of  yiolence 
and  oppression,  tbe  muse  of  history  tearfully,  yet  with  proud 
satisfaction,  inscril)es  upon  a bright  page  in  that  book  where- 
in are  treasured  in  living  characters  tbe  acbievements  of  tbe 
good  and  great,  the  name  of  bim — tbe  countryman  of  Kos- 
ciuszko,  tbe  companion  of  LaFayette  and  tbe  friend  of 
Washington — who  will  be  honored  for  all  time  as  a brave  but 
unfortunate  defender  of  Sarmatian  liberty,  as  a martyr  in  tbe 
cause  of  American  independence.  “Tbe  triumphs  of  might  are 
transient,  they  pass  away  and  are  forgotten ; tbe  sufferings 
of  right  are  graven  deepest  on  tbe  chronicles  of  nations.” 

It  matters  little  where  tbe  virtuous  dead  may  lie  entombed, 
their  names  belong  to  history,  their  bright  examples  are  tbe 
emulation  of  men  of  every  age,  and  their  good  deeds  tbe 
heritage  of  succeeding  generations.  And  yet,  it  is  most 
seemly  that  impressive  monuments  should  be  erected,  in 
suitable  places,  in  commemoraticm  of  their  virtues  by  tbost' 
who  are  tbe  special  recq)ients  of  tbe  legacies  bequeatlied  by 
their  priceless  exertions.  Not  that  we  would  have  tbe  recol- 
lection of  dead  ber(K's  simply 

‘To  exist  in  stone  ;inil  be  but  pyramidally  extant,” 
but  it  is  eminently  proper  tliat  communities  should  embody 
tlieir  respect  and  admiration  for  departi'd  greatness  in  visible 
shape,  thereby  imparting  to  tbe  nobility  of  other  days 
“A  local  Imbitation  and  a name.” 

'•••Tlii.si.  will)  kiu'sv  liim  imim:u.  l\  hi;,'lily  cT  tin-  sublimity  .if  ln><  xirtui'.  ;ut.l  tlu- 

cniistam-y  of  his  friciulsliii)."  Li  e's  .M.  nioiis  vnl.  i,  p.  lir'.t,  note.  M’hil.i.h  Ipliia,  l.srj. 

(h  u’I  I.iiicoln  in  his  h tter  to  (’onoress  undiT  date  of  l )etolx  r ‘2’2.  alludes  to  him  as 

the  late  iiitieiiid  Count  l‘iila«lii." 

‘•The  Co\int's  valor  and  aetive  zeal  on  all  mra-siuns  have  ilone  him  jtroat  honor.”  (ien’l 
Washinutou. 
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Monuments  are  connecting  links  between  the  present  and 
the  past.  They  denote  a “ just  and  gratefid  appreciation  of 
the  virtues  and  services  they  are  designed  to  commemorate, 
and  stand  as  silent  yet  impressive  teachers  of  the  noblest 
lessons.”  Around  them  gather  the  memories  of  former 
achievements,  and  in  them  dwells  a consciousness  of  the 
glories  of  the  nation  whose  history  has  been  dignilied  by 
such  exhibitions  of  worth  and  excellence.  Tliey  stimulate 
children  to  a generous  emulation  of  the  brave  deeds  of  their 
■ ' fathers,  and  incite  to  action.  They  foster  martial  spirit  and 
engender  ennobling  thought.  Among  brethren  of  a common 
country  they  form,  in  times  of  peace,  bonds  of  union;  in  war, 
the  pledges  of  heroic  conduct. 

Peoples,  whose  exploits  have  been  famous,  acknowledging 
the  value  and  the  influence  of  these  national  tributes,  have 
invoked  the  aid  of  enduring  marble  in  perpetuating  the  recol- 
lections of  memorable  men  and  events.  AYhen  the  Athenian 
statesman  sought  to  arouse  the  sluml)ering  energies  of  his 
countrymen,  he  portrayed  the  manhood  of  their  ancestors 
and  pointed  to  the  majestic  Acropolis  rendered  immortal  by 
the  trophies  of  their  valor  and  art.  For  five  hundred  years 
after  the  establishment  of  their  independence,  did  Swiss 
peasants  assemble  on  the  fields  of  Morgarten  and  Laupen, 
spreading  garlands  over  tlie  graves  of  their  fallen  warriors, 
praying  for  the  souls  of  those  who  had  died  for  their  country, 
and  taking  fresh  courage  for  the  future.  Yes!  monuments 
are,  except  in  arbitrary  governments,  the  physical  embodi- 
ments of  the  purest  memories  and  proudest  traditions  of  a 
^ people.  They  are  at  once  the  exponents  of  national  gi’ati- 
tude  and  the  pledges  of  public  devotion  to  the  gieat  principles 
illustrated  by  the  lives  of  those  in  whose  honor  they  are 
e)-ected.  Blessed  is  that  people  Avhose  land  is  tilled  with 
noble  monuments  and  precious  graves.  In  them  a nation 
lives,  and  that  holily.  A country  without  them  is  a place 
without  names,  and  a hoint'  d('voi«l  of  moral  grandoiir. 
Think  you,  my  countrymen,  no  matter  how  dark  the  present, 
or  how  unsatisfart(»r\  th(‘  tokens  of  the  futurt*,  that  (’onh'd- 
erate  meiiioi  ies  cnn  (>vrr  dir  so  long  as  w<‘  carry  in  our  liearts 
and  teach  our  childivn  to  vcncratt'  the  sul>lime  characters 
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and  acts  of  Eobert  E.  Lee,  Albeid  Sidney  Jolinston,  Stone- 
wall Jackson,  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  and  the  noble  compatriots 
who  united  with  them  in  the  leadership  of  our  armies? 

Time  which 

* “lays  his  hand 

On  pyramids  of  brass  and  mins  quite 
What  all  the  fond  artificers  did  think 
Immortal  workmanship,” 

can  bring  neither  shadow  nor  oblirion  to  these  illustrious 
names.  Their  graves  will  be  the  consecrated  places  of  our 
land,  and  around  the  monuments  which  will  arise  in  their 
honor,  shall  bloom  sweetest  Howers  j)lanted  and  tenderly 
nurtured  by  our  noble  women — Howers  redolent,  of  the  sanc- 
tity of  their  tears  and  hopes  and  pure  devotion.  Thither 
will  manly  hearts  repair  most  solemnly  to  renew'  their  alle- 
giance, and  there  will  unborn  generations  learn  the  truth  of 
history  and  reverence  the  cause  w'hich  enlisted  such  exalted 
sympathies. 

By  a vote  of  Congi'ess  it  w'as  resolved  that  a monument 
should  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  Brigadier  Coimt  Pulaski. 
That  monument  has  never  been  built,  and  the  vote  still  stands 
• a pubhc  recognition  of  the  services  and  deserts  of  this  brave 
man,  and  an  illustration  of  a Eepublic’s  forgetfuhiess  and  in- 
gratitude. It  w as  reserved  for  Georgia — the  youngest  of  the 
original  thirteen  Confederated  States,  for  Savannah — the 
city  for  w'hose  liberation  he  shed  his  blood — to  redeem  the 
pledge  given  by  the  general  Government  and  bear  honoral)le 
testimony  to  her  appreciation  of  the  services  and  character 
of  Pulaski. 

Invoking  the  aid  of  an  eminent  sculptor  to  embody  their 
gi‘tititude  and  respect  in  a permanent,  artistic  memorial,  the 
citizens  of  Savannah,  with  imposing  ceremonies,*  dedicated  to 
the  memory  of  this  distinguished  Pole,  in  Monter(‘v  stpiare,  a 
monument  which  in  purity  of  conception,  symmetry  of  form, 
and  varied  attractions,  rises  a gem  of  art. 

Often  in  the  irile  nu)onlight,  when  the  hum  (J  the  citv  was 
hushtal  and  the  great  lit'art  of  liuman  life  lay  almost  })ulsclcss 

* Se«  "A.Ulnss  (Iflivcrcd  oii  laying'  tin* stitin*  of  ii  Moiitinn  nt  to  rulaski  in  the  Citv 
of  S;i\iiiin.ih.  Oi  tohcr  11,  l.'sr.;),  by  lli  ury  Williams,  Kstj.,  with  au  account  of  tin-  ccn-monics 
111*011  tliat  <K*casion,  and  at  ih**  completion  of  tin*  monument,  -Tannary  MtU,  1H."*5,”  cti-.  Savan- 
uali,  Itir*.'*. 
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in  the  embrace  of  the  twin  sister  of  death — have  we  lingered 
near  this  stately  shaft  pointing  u})ward  to  the  beautiful  stars 
as  amid  the  limitless  regions  of  far-off  space  like  so  many 
vestal  virgins  they  kept  each  its  eternal  tlame  briglitly  burning 
this  side  the  mansions  of  the  Blest,  and  felt  our  soids  enno- 
bled l)y  the  silent  elorjuence  and  the  lessons  of  immortality 
which  were  born  of  the  solemn  hour  and  inculcated  by  the 
teachings  of  this  sacred  monument.  In  the  glare  of  day  we 
have  never  passed  beneath  its  shadow  without  pausing  to 
give  expression  to  those  brave  thoughts  which  its  presence 
inspires.  The  morning  sun  beams  kindly  upc^n  its  fair  pro- 
portions, infusing  into  every  sculptured  line  new  life  and 
beauty.  His  evening  rays  linger  in  soft  radiance  about  its 
summit.  The  storm  in  its-  wild  career  rutiles  not  a single 
plume  of  that  puissant  eagle — the  symbohc  bird  of  Poland 
and  America — as  he  sedulously  guards  the  united  emblems 
of  Poland  and  Georgia.  The  hghtning  in  its  erratic  course 
harms  not  the  Goddess  of  Liberty,  as  from  her  lofty  pedestal 
she  keej')S  her  serene  and  sleepless  vigils.  This  monument 
lifts  its  pure  form  within  ritle  shot  of  the  spot  where  fell  the 
illustrious  Ca})tain  whose  virtues  it  commemorates. 

Ever  repeating  the  story  of  departed  gi'eatness,  ever  re- 
minding us  of  the  glorious  recollections  of  our  revolutionary 
period,  ever  inspiring  the  men  of  our  times  with  veneration 
for  the  past  and  hope  for  the  future — by  its  presence  en- 
kindling a generous  emulation  of  tliat  disinterested  devotion 
to,  and  that  glorious  love  of  truth  and  right  and  freedom 
which  glowed  in  the  breast  and  distinguished  the  career  of 
the  illustrious  Pulaski,  it  will  stand,  amid  the  mutations  of 
years  and  the  revolutions  of  States,  a noble  expression  of  a 
people’s  gratitude,  more  vocal  in  the  deathless  memorit's 
Avliich  cluster  about  it  than  the  hir-famed  statue  of  Mem  non. 

“So,  when  the  good  and  great  go  down. 

Their  statues  shall  arise, 

To  crowd  tlios(;  temples  of  our  own, 

Our  fadflc>>  un'iiiorir>. 

And  when  the  sculptured  marble  falls 
And  Art  goes  in  to  di(\ 

Our  forms  shall  live  in  holier  halls. 

The  Pantheon  of  the  sky.” 
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GtnihnieR  of  the  Georfia  Historirnl  and  Saua)ina.h  Library 

Societies,  now  consolidated  as  the  Georgia  Historical  Society: 

As  tlie  iiitellect  is  developed  by  advanced  civilization,  and 
consequent  larger  culture  of  it,  it  begins  to  expand  tlie  sphere 
of  its  observation.  Man,  in  his  savage  state,  uses  his  brain^. 
for  little  besides  observing  and  noting  the  ordinary  phenomena 
of  life  which  are  occurring  immediately  around  him.  From 
that  pomt  at  which  the  external  senses  are  almost  alone  the 
media  by  which  the  grey  cells  of  the  brain  are  called  upon 
to  act,  to  that  art  which,  through  growth  and  development 
by  letters,  by  study,  by  that  hicomprehensible  function, 
thought,  man,  emerged  from  a savage  state,  has  become  a 
civilized,  educated  being,  more  ht  to  claim  having  been  made 
in  the  image  of  his  Maker — what  a vast  interval ! Between 
two  such  intellectual  extremes,  between  a Bushman  and  a 
Cuvier,  the  cblterence  is  greater  as  to  mind  than  is  the  differ- 
ence  materially  between  a Chimpanzee  and  the  lowest  grade 
of  the  (jenus  homo. 

Among  the  longings  of  an  intellectually  developed  people, 
is  that  of  learnmg  the  past  as  well  as  the  present.  Advancing 
civilization  brought  into  acti(jii  a mode  of  })reserving  the 
^iiemoriesof  the  past  with  greater  capacity  and  more  accuracy, 
viz:  the  art  of  letters;  which,  however  rude  and  incomplete, 
constituted  the  first  sttq)  towai-ds  tlu^  develoi)mc'nt  of  the 
human  mind.  The  art  of  printing  formed  a proper  apex  to 
such  a base. 

But  ('Vtm  with  all  tlu'  j^rofusion  of  matn-ial  atVonh'd  by  the 
multiplication  of  docunHmts,and  its  wide  spi  ead  disscmiijiation, 
it  is  almost  wonderful  how  this  material  is  allow(>d  to  go  to 
w'aste,  and  become  as  lost  and  unavailable  as  the  i)recious 
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Sibylline  leaves  refused  by  Numa.  To  avoid  this  waste,  to 
preserve  this  material,  hbraries,  public  and  private,  were 
formed  ages  before  the  invention  of  printing.  But  their 
formation  and  collection  were  both  more  difhcult  and  more 
expensive  than  has  been  the  case  since  the  art  of  printing  has 
been  practised.  Since  that,  as  communities  have  become 
stably  established,  a library  has  always  been  deemed  a 
desideratum  amongst  them. 

A public  library  combines  economy  with  usefidness.  Hence 
eiihghtened  and  public  muided  men  have  generally  turned 
their  attention  to  building  up  and  fostering  such  an  institution 
in  their  respective  communities. 

Georgia  is  the  youngest  of  the  Old  Tlikteen  States.  While 
her  jiuisdiction  (confirmed  by  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
England  and  the  United  States,  of  which  she  was  one  after 
the  Bevolutionary  war),  extended  to  the  Mississippi  river,  at 
that  time  her  actual  settlements  did  not  pass  west  of  the 
Altamaha  and  its  western  tributary  the  Ocmulgee.  In  short, 
Georgia  was  literally  a frontier  State,  with  a sparse  population 
between  the  Savannah  river  and  the  Altamaha.  But  Savannah 
and  Augusta  were  estabhshed  towns,  and  a flood  of  emigration 
set  in  on  the  then  thinly  inhabited  State,  mostly  from  Yu- 
ginia.  North  Carolina  and  South  Carohna,  in  the  Gcinity  of 
Augusta;  but  from  more  northern  sources,  about  Savannah, 
attracted,  no  doubt,  as  the  latter  were  by  the  commercial 
advantages  of  this  city  from  its  favored  situation. 

Our  late  lamented  President,  Bishop  Elliott,  in  an  address 
before  you  but  a short  time  prior  to  his  death,  sketched  a 
picture  of  the  hterary  society  of  Savannah  in  the  first  quarter 
of  this  century,  and  paid  a merited  tril)ute  to  the  great  mtel- 
ligence  and  high  culture  of  the  individuals  composing  it. 

In  an  address  delivered  by  me  before  the  Georgia  Medical 
Society  three  years  ago,  I endeavored  to  pay  a tril)ute  to  the 
exertions  of  my  medical  predecessors  in  the  cause  of  medical 
science  and  ]ml)lic  hygiene. 

Ill  my  present  hasty  efibrt  to  bring  to  mind  and  to  .fix 
in  your  recollections,  the  names  of  tliose  who  some  sixty 
years  since  associatial  tlieniselves  together  to  found  a public 
library  for  the  city  of  Savannah,  I am  confined  to  no 
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class,  for  I find  amongst  tliem  men  of  all  professions  and 
callings — the  clergyman,  the  lawyer,  the  physician,  the  mer- 
chant, the  plam  citizen. 

Among  the  seventy-one  gentlemen  who  met  at  the  Exchange 
on  the  6th  of  January,  1809,  I find  the  names  of  the  Piev. 
Henry  Kollock,  Dr.  Lemuel  Kollock,  John  M.  Berrien,  Dr.  J. 
Bond  Bead,  Charles  Harris,  Dr.  John  Gumming,  Dr.  John 
Grimes,  George  Woodruff,  James  M.  Wayne,  Wm.  T.  Williams, 
Alex.  Telfair,  Jas.  Bilbo,  Dr.  J.  E.  White,  Wm.  B.  Bulloch, 
George  Jones,  A.  G.  Oemler,  D.  T.  Bartow,  Alfred  Cuthbert, 
John  Bolton,  William  Gaston,  A.  Low,  J.  P.  Williamson,  Dr. 
Wm.  Parker,  Hugh  McCall,  Tlios.  Young.  They  and  the 
remainder  of  the  seventy-one  have  all  passed  from  the  world, 
but  their  work  remains  for  pur  lienefit.  And  may  I not  remark 
here  that  the  assemblage  of  seventy-one  prominent  citizens, 
out  of  so  small  a population  as  Savannah  then  possessed,  is 
a proof  of  an  interest  in  hterary  matters  at  that  period,  which 
has  )(ot  grown  with  our  growth  and  strengthened  vith  our 
strength  ? 

On  the  6th  March,  1809,  a Constitution  and  By-Laws  were 
ado})ted,  and  Dr.  John  Cumming  was  elected  Chairman  and 
A.  G.  Oemlei-,  Librarian,  and  here  my  connection  with  the 
G(‘orgia  Medical  Society  as  Secretary,  some  thirty-four  years 
since,  enal)les  me  to  fill  a gap  in  the  recorded  history  of  the 
Savannah  Librai’v  Society,  as  I then  learned  the  facts  from 
Dr.  Bartow,  Mr.  Oender  aiid  others. 

At  the  time  of  tlie  organization  of  the  Savannah  Library 
Society,  the  Georgia  Medical  Society  had  already  been 
incorporated.  The  eastern  portion  of  the  Chatham  Academy 
^ building,  built  on  the  three  eastern  lots  on  the  northwest 
corner  of  South  Broad  and  Drayton,  Avas  only  partially 
finished.  The  Library  Socitffy  and  the  Georgia  Medical 
Soci('ty  ag]'(‘<‘d  to  furnish  tlu*  sc'cnud  story  room  in  thec('ntre 
of  the  building  just  under  the  cupola,  at  their  joint  expense, 
on  condition  of  tlu'ir  occu])ying  it  as  joint  tenants,  free  of  all 
charges. 

I recolh'ct  tlu' room  distinctly,  as  it  was  in  tlu'  winter  .of 
1819,  bt'fore  I h'ft  Savannali  for  the  North,  to  be  put  to 
school. 
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The  Chapel  and  Exhibition  room  of  the  Academy  was  on 
the  story  above  the  Library.  The  second  story,  on  which 
the  Library  was  situated,  was  reached  Ijy  stairs  on  the  south 
side,  and  exterior  to  the  main  building. 

The  stairs  to  reach  the  cha[>el  (where  all  the  schools  used 
to  unite  for  prayer),  were  in  the  southwestern  portion  of  this 
second  story,  as  was  also  a-  door  communicating  with  the 
room  immediately  west,  then  occupied  as  a school  room. 
The  rooms  to  the  east  and  west  of  the  chapel  were  also  occu- 
pied as  school  rooms.  Boys  and  girls  were  then  mixed  in 
the  same  school. 

TMiere  then,  you  will  ask,  was  the  library'  ? I answer,  on 
the  second  floor  mentioned  before,  enclosed  by  a partition, 
the  lovrer  part  of  which  was- solid,  and  the  upper  part  com- 
posed of  rounded  slats,  through  the  interstices  of  which 
light  and  ah’  were  admitted  from  the  southern  door  and 
windows,  and  a passageway  was  left  between  this  partition 
and  the  southern  wall  of  the  building,  to  reach,  as  indicated 
before,  the  chapel  and  tlie  western  school  room. 

The  distinguished  Henry  Kollock,  D.  D.,  for  so  many  years 
the  idolized  pastor  of  the  Independent  Presbyterian  Church, 
w*as  then  President  of  the  Society,  which  had  been  regidarly 
incorporated  in  the  year  1815. 

The  Hon.  John  Macpherson  Berrien  succeeded  Dr.  John 
Cumming,  Chnirman,  in  1810,  liy  the  title  of  President,  and 
continued  in  that  oflice  until  1818,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kollock. 

Dr.  Henry  Kollock  was  no  ordinary  man.  He  was,  I 
believe,  a native  of  New  Jersey.  He  was  a ripe  scholar,  a 
learned  divine,  a most  elo(jueiit  ju’eacher.  His  manners  were 
of  the  most  refined  character.  His  influence  ovtu*  his  congre- 
gation, while  absolute,  from  his  rare  combination  of  tahuits 
and  attainments  with  exipiisite  social  polish,  was  beneflctmt 
and  healthy.  I Imve  it  from  good  authority  that  he  was  the 
first  to  originate  tlu'  libi-ary. 

His  personal  appearance  was  evmything  that  was  elegant 
and  dignified.  It  is  steiH'otyptnl  on  my  remmnbrance.  The 
massive  head,  as  can  be  seen  in  his  (Uigraved  }>ortraits  ('xtant 
amongst  us,  set  on  a muscular  frame  of  medium  lieight, 
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clothed  with  a black  coat  of  no  peculiar  clerical  cut,  but  with 
the  white  cravat;  knee  breeches,  with  a buckle  at  the  side, 
black  silk  stockings  clothing  a symmetrical  leg,  and  the  pedal 
extremities  resting  in  shoes,  on  the  top  of  which  shone  a 
bright  buckle. 

As  he  used  to  walk  into  the  school  room,  in  his  capacity  as 
trustee  of  the  Chatham  Academy,  every  little  heart  was 
stirred  tumultuously,  but  was  soon  reassured  by  his  kind, 
benignant  and  paternal  manner. 

Mr.  Oeniler  was  then  the  librarian.  Many  now  in  tins  city 
wall  recollect  him  personally.  He  was  a German,  a man  of 
intelligence  and  education,  (although  very  eccentric  in  many 
particulars,)  one  of  the  originators  of  the  Library  Society,  and 
always  its  warm  friend  and  supporter.  After  the  death  of 
Dr.  KoUock,  the  Presidents  were  in  succession,  Alexander 
Telfair,  John  C.  ISJicoll,  li.  W.  Habersham,  A.  Telfair,  W.  W. 
Gordon,  Cosmo  P.  Pichardsone,  M.  H.  McAllister. 

AVhen  I returned  from  Philadelphia  as  a young  doctor,  in 
1830,  I found  the  library  transferred  to  the  gi-ound  floor  of 
the  centre  building,  immediately  under  the  old  Library  Loom. 
This  was  also  occupied  jointly  by  the  Georgia  Medical 
Society,  and  from  this  time  I speak  by  the  card. 

The  Society  languished.  In  1837,  nearly  collapsed.  In 
1838  a new  impetus  was  given  it,  principally  through  the 
exertions  of  Captain  AVm.  Crabtree,  Jr.,  and  Homes  Tupper, 
Esq. 

In  1838  the  following  officers  were  elected,  none  having 
been  elected  in  1837  : 

President — M.  H.  ^IcAllister. 

Vice  President — Wm.  Crahtrec,  Jr. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer — W.  Morel. 

Mamiijers — Rev.  (ieortre  M’hite,  H.  W.  Pooler,  A.  G.  Gender,  R.  D. 
Arnold,  Homes  Tui>i)er. 

The  hfe  and  soul  of  this  Board  was  the  late  Homes  Tup- 
p(‘r,  Ls(j.,  a Xurtli('rner  by  l>irth,  but  for  many  vt'ai’s  a rt'si- 
d(‘i)t  liei‘(\  and  a smaa'ssful  ninvliant.  Ib'  was  ably  assistt'd 
1)V  (’apt.  (habtree,  also  a Nort luaiier,  an  oM  resident  and  a 
successful  merchant.  Both  had  retired  from  active  business, 
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and  they  devoted  tlieii-  leisure  con  amore  to  the  rehnhiUfaflon 
of  the  Library. 

It  was  determined  to  remove  it  from  the  Academy  to  a 
more  business  part  of  tlie  city,  and  to  attach  a reading  room 
to  it,  and  to  keep  it  open  all  day.  It  was  moved  to  the  upper 
story  of  the  tenement  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Whitaker 
street  and  Bay  lane. 

In  Apiil,  1838,  Mr.  Wm.  Morel  resigned  as  Secretary, 
Treasurer  and  Lil)rarian,  and  the  late  Capt.  Wm.  Bee  was 
elected  in  his  place. 

In  1839,  the  same  officers  were  elected,  except  that  Mr.  J. 
Wray  was  substituted  as  Manager,  in  place  of  Bev.  George 
White. 

It  was  in  the  Spring  of  this  year  that  a new  movement  was 
inaugurated  to  establish  another  Society,  for  the  purpose  of 
rescuing  fi’om  oblivion  the  records  of  the  past,  and  furnishing 
authentic  data  for  the  History  of  Georgia.  The  origin  of  this 
Society  is  given  so  accurately  and  fairly  by  Dr.,  m)w  the  lit. 
Kev.  Bishop  Stevens,  of  Philadelphia,  that  I shall  quote  it  as 
given  by  him  in  the  appendix  to  the  2d  vol.  of  the  Georgia 
Historical  Collection  : 

•‘The  necessity  of  some  historical  institution  had  long;  been  felt  by 
literary  men,  but  no  regular  elfort  had  ever  been  made  for  its  establish- 
ment. 

“The  splendid  autographical  collection  of  I.  K.  TetTt,  Esq.,  together 
with  the  many  valuable  documents  in  his  possession  p<-itaining  t(^  the  colo- 
nial and  revolutionary  history  of  Georgia,  suggested  the  imi)ortance  of  such 
a Societv,  aud  it  was  immediately  determined  by  Mr.  Tefft  and  ]Mr.  Wm.  1». 
Stevens  to  proceed  without  delay  to  its  formation.  This  uu'asure  was  first 
decided  on  towards  the  close  of  April,  and  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 

Telft  the  latter  endeavored  to  prepare  the  way  and  awaken  attention  to  the 
subject  by  two  articles  on  this  topic,  which  appeared  in  the  Savannah 
Georgian  of  May  following.  These  individuals  were  now  joined  by  a third, 
Uichurd  1).  Arnold.  M.  I).,  and  after  many  conh'renees  as  to  the  best 
method  of  proceedure.  tlu'y  resolved  to  aildress  the  following  cireular  to 
thos(‘  whom  they  thought  would  he  inter<‘St(al  in  tlieir  design,  f]).  :’2(>  I'd  vol  ) 

Oil  the  24th  May,  1839,  a meeting  was  helJ  at  tlu‘  Savan- 
nah Ijibrarv  Society's  room,  in  pursuaiua'  (»f  a call  niaile 
through  that  circular,  which  was  sigmal  1)V  T.  K.  TctVt,  11.  D. 
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Arnold  and  W.  B.  Stevens,  for  tlie  purpose  of  organizing  an 
Historical  Society  for  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Tliere  Avere  present  Judge  Charles  S.  Henry,  Hon.  John 
McPherson  Berrien,  Hon.  Jas.  M.  Mayne,  M.  H.  McxCllister, 
George  Jones,  Dr.  IVni.  Bacon  Stevens,  Win.  Neyle  Haber- 
sliam.  Dr.  J.  F.  Posey,  Wm.  Crabtree,  Jr.,  Dr.  William  A. 
Canithers,  A.  X.  Sinets,  Solomon  Cohen,  X.  G.  Oemler,  C. 
McxWdell,  John  E.  Ward,  Dr.  B.  D.  xlrnold,  Judge  John  C. 
Xicoll,  Dr.  Edward  Coppee,  Dr.  P.  M.  Kollock,  Hon.  Bobert 
M.  Charlton,  Charles  Stephens,  M.  Meyes,  H.  K.  Preston,  I. 
Tefit,  George  Jones  Kollock. 

To  this  list  were  added  the  names  of  twenty-seven  gentle- 
men who  Avere  not  able  to  be  present,  but  Avho  had  signified 
their  desii*e  to  co-operate  and  become  members  of  the 
Society. 

A constitution  was  submitted  to  the  meeting,  which  Avas 
read  and  referred  to  a committee  for  reA'isal  and  to  report  at 
an  adjourned  meeting. 

The  adjounied  meeting  took  place  on  the  4th  of  June,18o9, 
and  the  Society  Avas  fully  organized  by  the  adoption  of  a 
constitution  and  by-laAvs,  and  the  election  of  the  folloAving 
officers ; 


President — Hon.  John  ^lePherson  Berrien. 

Vice  Presidents — Hon,  Jas.  M.  Wayne,  Hon.  Win,  R.  Bidloeli. 

Corresponding:  Secretary — I.  K.  Tefft. 

Recording  Secretary — Win.  Bacon  Stevens. 

Treasurer — George  W.  Hunter. 

Librarian — Henry  Kirk  Preston. 

(hirators — Win,  Thorne  Williams,  C'has,  S.  Henry,  .John  C Nicoll,  Win. 
Law,  Richard  D,  Arnold,  Roht.  M.  Charlton,  Alatthew  Hall  M(‘Alllster. 

Thus  Avas  the  Georgia  Historical  Society  fairly  lauuch(‘d 
on  the  stream  of  time. 

The  Society  immediately  set  to  Avork  to  collect  from  every 
available  source  every  document,  MSS  or  printed,  Avhich  coiikl 
illustrate  the  history  of  Gt;orgia.  Attlie  ses.sion  of  the  Georgia 
Tjegislnture  of  ISlV.t,  f]i,.  Soeiidy  Avas  dnly  incoiporatt'd,  and 
it  Avas  made  tln^  custodian  of  tin'  copies  of  the  M.SS  in  tin* 
State  ])a]>er  oOici'  at  London,  relating  to  tlu'  (airly  history  of 
(lenrgia,  which  had  lu'cn  transcribed  by  tin'  Bi'V.  C’.  \\h 
Hinvard,  as  agent  of  tin'  Stati'. 
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On  tlie  12tli  of  Februa-iy,  1840,  the  first  anniversary  was 
celebrated  with  gi’eat  entlmsiasm. 

The  oration  was  delivered  by  the  Hon.  IVm.  Law,  a worthy 
scion  of  the  hberty  loving  people  of  Liberty  county.  It  was 
exhaustive  of  the  subject,  and  may  claim  to  be  the  first 
historical  offering  fi‘om  the  Georgia  Historical  Society. 

It  was  delivered  at  the  Baptist  Church  on  Chippewa  square, 
at  that  time  ministered  to  by  the  Bev.  J.  G.  Binney.  - 

It  would  be  tedious  to  trace  minutely  the  progress  of  the 
Society  in  its  historical  publications.  So  far  it  has  issued 
but  two  volumes,  but  through  its  intercourse  with  other  his- 
torical societies,  it  has  accumulated  a vast  fund  of  historical 
lore,  for  future  reference  and  study.  Dr.  Win.  Bacon  Stevens 
Avas  made  the  historiogi’apher  of  the  Society,  and  all  the 
materials  in  its  possession  Avere  placed  at  his  disposal,  to 
enable  him  to  Avrite  a history  of  Georgia. 

It  is  principally  in  relation  to  the  union  of  the  tAvo  Societies 
that  I have  consented  to  address  you  tp-night,  for  that  union 
AA’as  the  salvation  of  both  Societies. 

Tlie  removal  of  the  books  to  the  present  situation  Avas 
deemed  a proper-  time  to  reA’ieAv  the  history  of  the  tAvo 
Societies,  the  union  of  Avhich  has  been  productive  of  so  much 
benefit  to  our  community,  and  Avhich,  I trust,  is  destined  to 
extend  still  Avider  its  sphere  of  usefulness. 

From  my  long  connection  Avith  both  Societies,  you  have 
selected  me  to  deliver,  not  an  oration,  but  a compilation  of 
facts,  in  relation  to  them,  Avhich  may  l)e  made  a matter  of 
reference  and  of  permanent  record,  ‘‘footprints  in  the  sands 
of  Time,”  for  those  Avho  are  to  succeed  us  in  the  future. 

From  the  time  of  its  organization  in  1839,  up  to  1841,  the 
Georgia  Historical  Society  continued  to  hold  its  meetings  in 
the  room  of  tlie  Savannah  Library  Society,  on  the  northwest 
corner  (ff‘  Bay  lane  and  Whitaker  street.  It  Avas  the  reading 
room  of  the  Library  Society.  This  Avas  done  fi‘(‘e  of  rent  up 
to  the  first  of  Febnnirv,  1843,  Avhen  the  Georgia  Historical 
Society  reiitiHl  tlu‘  room  tor  its  exelusivt*  use. 

In  Xovcmbtu-,  184*2,  it  was  dett‘rmiiu\l  to  pidition  the  C3ty 
Council  tor  tlu‘  grant  ot  a lot  on  Asliich  to  erect  a hall  tor  the 
Society.  I may  state  Inat',  that  this  petition  Avas  granted, 
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and  a lot  in  LaFayotte  ward,  on  Liberty  street,  was  set  apart 
for  the  Society,  and  afterwards  deeded  in  fee  simple  for 
purposes  hereafter  to  be  detailed. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1845,  the  attention  of  the  Society 
was  called  by  the  President,  the  Hon.  James  M.  Wayne,  to 
the  eligibihty  of  what  was  knoAvn  as  the  Custom  House  lot, 
which  was  owned  by  the  United  States  Goyernment,  and  was 
then  coyered  by  the  debris  of  the  brick  buikbng  which  had 
been  burned  in  the  gi’eat  fire  of  1820. 

During  his  judicial  sojourn  at  Washington,  Judge  Wayne 
had  opened  the  subject  of  a purchase  to  the  authorities  there, 
and  he  was  formally  authorized  by  the  Society  to  act  in  the 
premises. 

The  Society  continued  to  meet  at  the  room  of  the  Sayannah 
Library  Society.  In  January,  184G,  Dr.  Arnold  offered  a 
resolution  as  to  the  expediency  of  obtaining  new  rooms.  At 
the  same  time  Mr.  Hodgson  offered  a resolution  as  to  “the 
practicability  of  purehasing  the  shares  of  the  Sayannah 
Libraiy  Society  for  the  use  of  the  Georgia  Historical  Society.” 

On  the  11th  of  May,  1846,  further  action  was  taken  in 
relation  to  the  purchase  of  the  Custom  House  lot,  and 
Council  was  petitioned  to  make  the  lot  granted  the  Society  a 
fee  simple  one,  in  order  that  the  Society  might  dispose  of  it 
and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  payment  for  the  lot  proposed 
to  be  bought.  The  City  Council  did  so,  and  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  that  lot  was  the  nucleus  from  which  eyentuaUy  was 
deyeloped  the  hall  of  the  Georgia  Historical  Society,  now 
standing  on  Bryan  street,  opi)osite  the  Bank  of  the  State  of 
Georgia. 

On  the  next  anniyersary,  the  12th  of  February,  1847,  the 
Society  met  at  their  new  rooms  in  Owens’  building,  on  John- 
son’s (better  known  as  monument)  s(piare.  It  had  been  umltn* 
tli(‘  same  roof  witli  tlie  Sayannah  Library  Society  for  nearly 
eight  years,  and  certainly  had  but  a pecarious  pecuniary 
foothold.  What  was  wanting  in  funds  was  made  uj)  by  energy 
and  [)erseyerance. 

On  June  14th,  1847,  it  was  determined  to  purchase  the 
Custom  House  lot,  and  means  were  ordered  to  be  takini  to 
raise  the  money. 
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In  the  mean  time  the  union  of  the  two  Societies  had  not 
been  lost  sight  of.  The  ground  was  ready  for  the  seed.  The 
Library  Society  had  literally  sheltered  the  Georgia  Histori(*al 
Society  for  nearly  eight  years.  Most  of  the  shareholders  in 
the  former  were  also  members  of  the  Georgia  Historical 
Society.  It  was  the  predominant  feehng  that  the  sphere  of 
action  of  both  societies  would  be  widely  extended  thereby, 
and  their  usefulness  consequently  increased. 

The  following  extract  from  the  minutes  of  J une  14,  1847, 
wiU  explain  itself : 

“The  President  (Hon.  Jas.  M.  AVayne)  stated  that,  actinjxon  a snuj^estion 
formerly  made,  he  had  proj)osed  to  the  Savannah  Library  Society  to  form  a 
union  with  this.  A committee,  eonsistingof  Messrs.  \Vm.  Crabtree,  Homes 
Tapper  and  Sul.  Cohen,  had  been  ai>poiuted  by  that  Society  to  ccufer  with 
any  which  might  be  appointed  by  this.” 

Dr.  Arnold  offered  the  follo^\ing,  which  was  adopted  : 

Ihifolted,  That.the  President  appoint  a committee  of  three,  himself  to  be 
one,  to  confer  with  the  Committee  of  the  Savannah  Library  Society,  with 
full  powers  to  negotiate  a union  of  the  two  Societies,  and  that  they  re[*ort 
at  an  ensuing  meeting. 

The  Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Smets  and  Harden. 

Tlie  two  committees  met  and  agrt'ed  upon  a plan  of  union, 
which  was  ratified  l)y  the  Savannah  Library  Society  at  a 
mec'ting  lield  on  the  17th  June,  1847,  and  by  the  Georgia 
Historical  Society  at  a called  meeting  held  July  12,  1847. 
Certain  rights  were  reserved  by  the  Lil)rary  Society  in  case 
of  the  non-fulfilment  by  the  Georgia  Historical  Society  of 
certain  conditions ; but  all  the  conditions  imposed,  and  all 
the  obligations  entered  into,  liave  been  fulfilled,  and  as  the 
union  has  lasted  without  a ri])ple  for  twenty-four  years,  it 
may  1x3  fairly  considered  indissoluble. 

The  Georgia  Historical  Society  had  the  bird,  but  it  had  no 
cage  to  put  ill  it:  it  had  a library,  but  no  room  to  put  it  in. 
d’lie  lot  had  been  purchased  tor  fifttMUi  huiidrt'd  dollars. 
Private  subscri])ti<ms  foi-  th(‘  pui-pos(‘  (ff‘  ('recting  a hall  W(U-(' 
s(4  on  foot,  and  lilx>rally  filh'd  up.  A [)lan  submittixl  by  31  r. 
Norris  was  ailo[)t('d,  and  the  building,  as  it  now  stands,  was 
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erected  by  liim.  The  Society  took  possession  of  it  in  Jime, 
1849. 

The  books  of  the  Siiyannah  Library  Society  were  moved 
thither,  and  with  those  of  the  Georgia  Historical  Society, 
placed  in  the  lower  room  as  a library  room,  where  they 
remained  for  over  two  years,  when  the  upper  room  was  chosen 
for  a library  room,  and  it  has  remained  so  until  this  “new 
departure”  which  we  commemorate  to-night. 

In  the  fall  of  1849  the  outstanding  debts  amounted  to 
$1,400.  The  late  Dr.  Jas.  P.  Screven  generously  advanced 
the  sum  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent.,  to  be  repaid  at  the 
convenience  of  the  Society. 

In  May  1850,  six  hundred  dollars  were  paid  on  this  note. 
The  Society  now'  began  to  prosper.  The  low'er  room  was 
rented  out,  and  there  w'as  no  pressure  for  the  payment  of  the 
debt  due  Dr.  Screven. 

The  library  w'as  thrown  open  to  subscribers,  and  it  also 
continued  to  be  increased  by  new'  purchases.  The  contribu- 
tion of  the  Savannah  Library  Society  w'as  no  mean  one, 
amounting  to  upwards  of  2,500  volumes,  including  a gi'eat 
many  standard  w'orks,  w'hose  value  time  will  never  destroy. 

Matters  proceeded  along  smoothly,  w'ithout  anything 
particular  to  note,  until  the  anniversary  meeting  of  February 
12,  1852,  at  w'hich  time  they  w^ere  diversified  by  the  following 
episode,  when  the  then  Eecording  Secretary  read  to  the 
meeting  the  following  letter,  addressed  to  the  Hon.  J ames  M. 
Wayne,  President : 

Savannah,  February  12,  1852. 

Dear  Sir : — I propose,  w ith  the  permission  of  the  Soc  iety  over  which 
you  preside,  to  cancel  the  mortgage  held  by  me  on  its  lot  and  improvements 
on  Bryan  street. 

This  day  being  the  anniversary  of  the  Society,  presents  an  appropriate 
occasion  for  the  performance  of  an  act  which  will  free  it  from  debt  and 
enable  it  to  extend  the  sphere  of  its  usefulness.  I have  the  honor  to  be, 
verj'  respectfully,  y<nirs,  James  P.  Screven. 

The  sincere  tliaiiks  of  the  Society  were  returned  t<,)  Dr. 
Screven  for  his  generous  gift,  (amounting  to  $800  00),  and  lie 
was  unanimously  eh*cted  an  honorary  life  member.  Dr. 
Screven  had  originally  suliscribed  $200  00. 
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From  that  clay,  the  Society  has  been  entirely  fi’ee  from 
debt,  Avith  a handsome  property  in  real  estate  and  books. 

There  is  but  little  woidhy  of  any  particular  attention  until 
the  close  of  the  war  and  after  the  city  had  passed  fr’oni  imder 
mihtary  mle,  except  the  deaths  of  three  distinguished  mem- 
bers: A.  A.  Smets,  Escp,  known  for  his  literary  taste  and 
splendid  private  library,  which  ranked  him  as  a bibliopholist 
of  the  first  class;  I.  K.  Tefft,  Esq.,  the  original  point 
from  which  our  Society  started,  its  real  ^[fons  et  origo,''  and 
the  Hon.  Chas.  S.  Henry,  for  many  years  a Judge  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  Georgia,  and  an  original  member  of  the 
Society,  for  some  years  its  President,  and  always  active  in  its 
cause. 

Suitable  tributes  to  their  respective  memories  will  be  found 
on  the  records  of  the  Society,  but  it  is  not  in  the  province  of 
this  address  to  dilate  on  such  themes. 

Dming  the  war  many  new  members  joined  the  Society,  a 
majority  of  whom,  in  spite  of  the  ravages  of  war,  still  remain 
on  om*  fist. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  1865,  the  great  and  good  Bishop 
Elliott  was  elected  President. 

The  city  remained  under  military  rule  until  November, 
1865,  and  every  business,  every  calling,  felt,  more  or  less,  the 
te)i(Jer  giip  of  the  iron  hand  kept  on  a prostrate  and  con- 
quered people,  long  after  peace  had  been  proclaimed. 

CiGl  government  was  then  established,  municipally,  and 
most  fortunately  for  the  prosperity  of  Savannah,  has  continued 
up  to  tlie  present  time. 

The  infiuence  of  Bishop  Elliott  soon  began  to  be  felt  in  the 
action  of  the  Society.  A new  literary  impulse  was  given  to 
the  Society.  He  recognized  the  fact  that  our  joint  Societies 
had  a higli  duty  to  perform  in  selecting  a go<nl  library. 

AVhile  it  was,  and  is,  our  duty  to  collect  material  for  the 
history  of  the  late  gi'eat  contest  between  the  Nortliern  States 
and  the  cotton  growing  States,  this  is  not  the  time  for  })ub- 
lieation. 

The  tornuit  of  ignorance,  falsehood,  and  malignancy  which 
still — ;d’ter  more  than  six  ycvus  of  pc'aee,  of  absohiti'  sub- 
ini.ssion  to  events,  of  uiupialified  submission  to  defeat  on  the 
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part  of  the  cotton  States — continues  to  pour  forth  from  the 
accredited  organs  of  those  u'lio  rule  over  this  country,  proves 
that  the  time  has  not  yet,  at  this  date,  arrived  for  us  to  do 
anything  more  than  accumulate  authentic  materials  for  trust- 
worthy histories  of  that  eventfid  war,  and  the  causes  which 
led  to  it. 

Those  who  come  after  us  have  a high  and  holy  historic- 
task  before  them.  May  they  worthily  fidfill  it. 

The  extensive  reacbng,  the  exquisite  taste,  the  fine  judg- 
ment of  Bishop  Elliott,  rendered  him  peculiarly  fit  to  give  an 
impulse  to  the  Society  after  our  common  disasters.  And  he 
succeeded,  and  the  impetus  given  it  by  him  is  still  felt.  His 
sudden  death  is  too  recent  not  to  be  recollected  by  most  of 
you.  He  was  a loss  bewailed  by  a whole  commimity,  for  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  nature  it  might  veil  have  been  hoped 
that  he  would  have  been  spared  for  many  years  to  guide  us 
by  his  precepts — to  enlighten  us  by  the  rays  of  his  intellect. 

Let  us  endeavor  to  emulate  his  example  in  all  the  walks  of 
life  which  he  so  signally  adorned. 

I will  not  detain  you  by  reciting  recent  events,  which  are, 
or  ought  to  be,  known  to  all  of  you. 

It  has  been  determined  to  change  the  location  of  the  library 
to  a more  central  portion  of  the  city,  in  order  to  afford  a 
more  easy  access  to  its  licli  stores,  and  thereby  invite  an 
extended  patronage  from  the  })ublic.  In  time,  it  is  hoped  that 
the  funds  of  the  Society  will  be  increased  so  as  to  permit  the 
erection  of  a large  hall  in  the  central  portion  of  our  city. 

In  the  mean  time,  this  Society  olfers  to  the  public  a choice 
and  well  selected  library  for  its  use.  Mithin  the  last  five 
years  it  has  received  a large  accession  of  books  of  the  first 
character  in  arts,  science,  literature,  history.  All  the  leading 
periodicals  of  both  continents  are  taken,  and  afibrd  in  them- 
selves an  inducement  to  join  the  Society,  even  if  one  is 
disinclined  to  severer  studies. 

This  city  is  too  small  for  divided  efforts  in  a library  line. 
All  tli«'  efforts  w ithin  our  limits  sliould  be  concentrated  (Ui 
one  point.  It  has  long  be«‘ii  a cherislied  [>lan  with  manv 
members  to  join  a ivatling  room  to  oiir  library  and  to  keej) 
open  at  night.  But  the  limited  number  of  our  members 
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forbids  this,  as  vre  cannot  accomplisli  this  and  also  the  great 
object  of  accnnnilating  a fine  library  \vit\i  our  coniparatively 
slender  means,  and  of  the  bvo  I am  free  to  say  that,  if  I must 
choose,  I prefer  the  permanent,  easily  preserved  book  to  the 
perishable  newspaper.  Any  one  who  has  attempted  to  file 
newspapers  will  comprehend  me. 

Not  that  I do  not  value  them  highly,  and  I know  of  nothing 
more  instructive  and  more  amusing  than  a regular  file  of  old 
newspapers,  paidicularly  those  of  one’s  residence.  But  even 
w'hen  bound,  they  are  difhcult  for  reference,  diffuse,  mixed 
with  advertisements  whose  time  for  utility  has  passed;  in 
short,  excellent  for  the  historiogi’apher,  but  not  alluring  to  the 
general  reader. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Georgia  Historical  and  Savannah  Library 
Societies:  Although  many  years  have  elapsed  since  the  labors 
of  your  respective  Societies  commenced,  and  you  have  had 
many  obstacles  to  encounter,  although  each  at  certain  periods 
languished  almost  to  entire  inaction,  you  have  recuperated, 
you  have  had  new  blood  infused  into  your  circulation,  you 
have  girded  up  your  loins  for  renewed  action.  Go  on;  fulfil 
your  double  duty,  gather  materials  for  history  and  pubhsh 
them  at  the  pro])er  time;  fill  your  shelves  with  the  choicest 
and  most  select  books  on  all  subjects.  Spread  out  a full 
literary  feast  and  in\dte  the  public,  young  and  old,  to  come 
and  partake  of  it. 
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